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on your Thanksgiving
morning to accommodate
us, and we look forward to
seeing you out in Denver.
Happy Thanksgiving.”

The Patriots (10-0) visit
the Denver Broncos (8-2) on
Sunday (8:30 p.m., NBC-TV).

Brady appreciatesManning’s
accomplishments

Patriots quarterback Tom
Brady has faced off with
Broncos QB Peyton Man-
ning 16 times. But with Man-
ning battling injuries and
his future uncertain, the
two will not see each other
Sunday and may never play
against each other again.
While Brady has his hands
full with the Broncos de-
fense, he did acknowledge it
will be different not seeing
Manning on the other side.

“Truthfully I haven’t
thought about that much.
It’s a lot of work preparing
for this defense. You’re
right, I don’t play against
that other side of the ball,”
Brady said before going on
to talk about his future Hall
of Fame rival.

“I mean, there’s nobody
that has more respect for Pey-
ton than me outside of proba-
bly his parents and his broth-
ers. If anybody can appreci-
ate what he’s accomplished
it’s me, so he’s just been re-
markable in every part of his
career. He’s been a tremen-
dous player. It’s unfortunate.
Everyone deals with injuries
at different times, so it just
happens to be this week. They
won last week with the guy
that they had in there. I think
their defense is a huge …

They’ve been as good as any
defense in the league. It’s
been a short week. It’s been a
day and a half, and I’ve fo-
cused all my attention on that
defense and trying to figure
out a way for us to move the
ball a little bit.”

Achallenge forGronkowski
Patriots tight end Rob

Gronkowski admits that
Thanksgiving week can be a
challenge. Beyond preparing
for a quality opponent like
the Denver Broncos, the play-
ers also must manage their
menu on a day when most of
America will be eating them-
selves into a food coma.

“There’s mental tough-
ness right there, right there
baby,” he said. “Knowing
that you’ve got the huge pie
in front of you and just only
eating a little piece even
though you want to eat the
whole pie.

“Definitely know what
your limit is because I know
anyone in this locker room
could put down like six
pounds of food right there
and come in the next day a
little sluggish. You’ve got to
focus on that and not do
that. We’re not going to eat
six pounds of turkey. I mean,
I’m not going to even though
I want to. If it was the offsea-
son I’d eat that whole pie.”

The affable tight end also
gave a quick rundown of his
keys to a top holiday meal.

“Stuffing, that always goes
good with the turkey,”
Gronkowski said. “You don’t
want when someone makes a
dry turkey you always need a
cup of extra gravy or some-
thing on top of that. Stuffing
always goes good. You put
stuffing on top of whatever
you’re about to eat and it
makes it delicious.”

five days and lost their third
straight. Sanchez started in
place of Sam Bradford, who
was inactive for the second
consecutive game because of
a concussion and separated
left shoulder.

Embattled head coach
Chip Kelly said the second
straight stinker wasn’t an
indication he has lost the
locker room.

“I don’t think they’re try-
ing to prove a point or any-
thing,” he said. “We got out-
coached today.”

Kelly cited the lack of a
pass rush for the flurry of
points they’ve allowed.

“We’ve got to do a better
job of getting to the quarter-
back,” he said. “We’ve al-
lowed them too much time.
We’ve got to create more
pressure, and Calvin was ob-
viously a very difficult
matchup for us.”

The Lions led 24-7 at half-
time.

Stafford connected with
Riddick on an 8-yard touch-
down pass late in the first
quarter. Riddick had a 23-
yard catch earlier in the
drive.

Philadelphia tied it dur-
ing the opening minute of
the second quarter. Sanchez
found tight end Brent Celek
for a 2-yard score on third-
and-goal to cap an 80-yard
drive.

The Lions took a 14-7 lead

on their next possession
with Stafford’s 2-yard scor-
ing pass to Tate, who snuck
out of the backfield and
juked a defender for a walk
in touchdown.

Matt Prater’s 48-yard field
goal gave Detroit a 10-point
lead before Stafford’s 25-
yard touchdown pass to
Johnson came with 12 sec-
onds left in the half. John-
son got past rookie corner-
back Eric Rowe, who re-
placed injured Nolan Car-
roll earlier in the half.

Johnson defeated Rowe in
one-on-one coverage on a
4-yard, back-shoulder toss
from Stafford to make it 31-7.
After a Sanchez turnover,
Johnson beat safety Mal-
colm Jenkins on a 3-yard
catch for his third score.

NOTES: Philadelphia’s
perennial All-Pro LT Jason
Peters left the game in the
first quarter with a left
ankle injury. … Eagles CB
Nolan Carroll broke his
right ankle in the opening
half and Lions FS Glover
Quin suffered a left ankle in
the first quarter and did not
return. … The Eagles were
missing two of the top offen-
sive weapons, along with QB
Sam Bradford. RB Ryan
Mathews and TE Zach Ertz
were inactive because of lin-
gering concussion symp-
toms. OTs LaAdrian Waddle
and Corey Robinson were
among the inactives for De-
troit. … The Eagles were un-
defeated in their previous
six Thanksgiving Day
games.
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Bucs receive notice of linebacker’s suspension
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers received notice that
rookie linebacker Kwon Alex-
ander has been suspended
four games for
violating the
NFL’s policy on
performance-enhancing
drugs.

The Tampa Bay Times re-
ported Thursday that the sus-
pension is subject to appeal,
and Alexander has five days to
file the paperwork challeng-
ing the outcome.

Alexander is expected to
play Sunday in Indianapolis
against the Colts. He will be
permitted to keep playing
until his appeal is resolved.

Alexander has taken re-
sponsibility for his actions,
blaming an “energy drink” he
has been using since high
school.

“It’s my fault,” Alexander
said after the Bucs’ 45-17 vic-
tory over the Philadelphia Ea-
gles last Sunday. “It’s very
disappointing, and I’m just
disappointed in myself be-
cause all (our coaches) keep
saying, ‘If you’re going to
drink something, ask some-
body first.’ So I hold myself
accountable.

“It was a surprise to me — I
didn’t know what I took or
anything. It was an energy
drink. I didn’t know. I always
took it, like in high school and
everything. I’ve never been in
any trouble or anything, so it’s
very disappointing. I’m defi-
nitely going to appeal it, and
whatever the (result of) the
appeal process is, I’ll come
back even stronger.”

Alexander, 21, reportedly
tested positive for a banned
substance during training
camp.

Alexander received nation-
al prominence earlier this
month when he played with a
heavy heart in the upset vic-
tory over the Atlanta Falcons
on Nov. 1 — less than 48 hours
after his 17-year-old brother
was shot to death. In the game,
he recorded a game-high 11
tackles, an interception and a
fumble recovery.

Following the Bucs’ 23-20
overtime win over the Falcons
and playing with all emotion,
Alexander acknowledged the
loss of his brother, Broderick
Taylor II, who was killed dur-
ing a fight in their hometown
of Anniston, Ala.

The 6-foot-1, 227-pound Al-
exander, a fourth-round draft
selection out of LSU, is Tampa

Bay’s second-leading tackler
with 73 after getting 10 tackles
on Sunday. He also has two
sacks, two interceptions and a
fumble recovery this season.

Manziel lied to Browns
about video

Cleveland Browns quar-
terback Johnny Manziel
was demoted to third string
this week after he lied to the
team about when a video of
him partying was recorded,
according to multiple re-
ports Thursday.

Manziel, who spent three
months in a rehab facility
he entered voluntarily in
January, can be seen drink-
ing champagne and in a gen-
eral party atmosphere in
photos and video published
online Monday.

The video shows Manziel
singing while holding what
appeared to be a champagne
bottle at a club in Austin,
Texas, over the weekend
during the team’s bye week
— six days after he was
given the starting job.

Manziel was demoted to
third string on Tuesday by
Browns head coach Mike
Pettine for Monday night’s
game against the Baltimore
Ravens.

According to Jay Glazer
of FOX Sports and an ESPN
source, Manziel told the
Browns that the online
video was old. He also en-
couraged his friends to lie
about when the video was
recorded, according to the
ESPN.

NFL Media’s Ian Rapo-
port also reported Thursday
that the Browns felt be-
trayed by Manziel’s actions.
According to Rapoport’s
sources, when the Browns
confronted Manziel about
the video he was not honest
about where and when it
came from, and that contrib-
uted to his benching.

Pettine was asked
Wednesday if Manziel ad-
mitted the video was from
last weekend.

“I won’t get into the de-
tails of what we talked
about,” Pettine said.

Falcons signKGraham,
waive LBBartu

The Atlanta Falcons
signed veteran kicker
Shayne Graham on Thurs-
day with Matt Bryant nurs-
ing a quad injury.

The Falcons also waived
linebacker Joplo Bartu.

Bryant was injured dur-

ing Wednesday’s practice.
Head coach Dan Quinn Gra-
ham did not immediately
rule Bryant out for Sunday’s
game against the Minnesota
Vikings. Bryant is 14 of 18
on field goals this season.

Graham was originally
signed by the New Orleans
Saints as a college free agent
following the 2000 NFL Draft
out of Virginia Tech. He has
spent time with nine differ-
ent teams, including his lat-
est stop with the Saints in
2014. Graham made the Pro
Bowl in 2005 when he played
for the Cincinnati Bengals.
He has played a combined
173 games over 14 years and
has made 266 of 311 field
goals.

Bartu was originally
signed by the Falcons as col-
lege free agent following the
2013 draft out of Texas State.
In two NFL seasons, he has
appeared in 32 games while
making 27 starts.

Cardinals place LBWoodley
on IR

The Arizona Cardinals
placed linebacker LaMarr
Woodley on season-ending
injured reserve with a
chest injury and signed
defensive tackle Red Bry-

ant on Thursday.
Woodley, 31, played in all 10

games this season and had 10
tackles with one sack. Wood-
ley missed practice Wednes-
day with the injury.

The 6-foot-4, 323-pound Bry-
ant is a seven-year NFL vet-
eran who started all 16 games
last season with the Jackson-
ville Jaguars and had 22 tack-
les, one sack, one forced fum-
ble and two tackles for loss.
He spent the first six years of
his career with Seattle after
being drafted by the Se-
ahawks in the fourth round of
the 2008 NFL Draft out of
Texas A&M.

In his career, Bryant has
started 71 of the 80 games that
he has played, collecting 142
tackles, 4.5 sacks, two forced
fumbles, two fumble recover-
ies, two interceptions, seven
passes defensed and 14 tackles
for loss. Over the past four
seasons, Bryant started 63 of a
possible 64 games, only miss-
ing one contest in 2013. He has
also blocked four kicks in his
career — three field goals and
one extra point. He was re-
leased by Jacksonville on
March 12 and spent training
camp with the Buffalo Bills
before being released on Sept.
5.

Washington seeking
turnaround vs. Celtics
SPORTSDIRECT

When the Washington
Wizards lose they tend to do
so in an impressive manner.
After another meltdown —
this time in historic fashion
— the Wizards will try to
bounce back when they visit
Boston on Friday (7:30 p.m.,
Comcast-TV)

Washington was held to
six points in the fourth quar-
ter — a franchise-low for the
final 12 minutes — in an ugly
101-87 setback at Charlotte
on Wednesday night, its fifth
straight loss that has come
by 14 points or more.

“We start feeling sorry,
start pouting and putting our
heads down,” Wizards coach
Randy Wittman said. “It just
becomes a snowball. We got
to grow up in that aspect of
it.”

One of Washington’s blow-
out losses took place at Bos-
ton on Nov. 6, when the Celt-
ics scored 72 first-half points
en route to a 118-98 victory.
That began Boston’s 7-4
surge, which includes a
comeback 84-80 win over
Philadelphia on Wednesday
at home.

ABOUT THE WIZARDS
(6-6): Wednesday’s collapse
prompted some reaction
from Wittman’s players, par-
ticularly star guard John
Wall, who wondered why
both he and backcourt mate
Bradley Beal were out of the
game to begin the final peri-
od. “I feel like we can’t have
me and Brad sitting,” Wall

told reporters after record-
ing 14 points, six steals and
six assists. “That’s just my
opinion. Coach makes the de-
cision he feels is best for us. I
just feel like one of us has to
be in in that situation be-
cause when you’re on the
road, this is the time when
you can step on them.” Wall
had 13 points on 6-of-17 shoot-
ing and a season high-tying
eight turnovers in the earlier
loss to the Celtics.

ABOUT THE CELTICS
(8-7): Boston rallied from 11
points down in the closing
minutes to knock off the win-
less 76ers, surviving a season-
low 34.1 percent effort from
the floor to avoid an embar-
rassing defeat. “You guys
know how much of a disap-
pointment it would have
been,” forward Jae Crowder
told reporters. “Very, very,
very disappointing to all of
us, coaches and players.”
Crowder and fellow front-
court starters Jared Sullinger
and Amir Johnson have each
put forth three straight sin-
gle-digit scoring efforts, com-
bining to shoot a woeful 22-
for-62 in the process.

GAME NOTES: Sullinger
(21 points) and fellow C Kelly
Olynyk (19) both had season
highs in scoring in the earli-
er meeting with the Wizards.
... Washington ranks 24th in
the NBA with 15.8 turnovers
per game. Boston is 25th
(16.1). ... Wizards PG Gary
Neal has hit 7-of-11 3-pointers
while averaging 20.5 points
in his last two games.
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Dallas Cowboys defensive end Demarcus Lawrence (left)
hits Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton during
the third quarter on Thanksgiving Day at AT&T Stadium.

FormerPremierLeague star
saysMLSa tougher challenge
BY TONY JIMENEZ
REUTERS

LONDON — Major League
Soccer offers a tougher chal-
lenge than the English Pre-
mier League and will soon be
one of the best domestic com-
petitions in world football,
according to Chelsea Soccer
Club great Didier Drogba.

The former Ivory Coast
striker has just completed a
successful first season with
the Montreal Impact after
leaving Chelsea of London in
May.

“It’s a different challenge
(in the U.S.),” Drogba told
Reuters in an interview.
“People think it’s easy to
play there. Believe me, it’s
more difficult than playing
in the Premier League be-
cause of the travel.

“You can stay at an air-
port for three or four hours if
you miss your flight, so that
is what is really levelling the
game.

“There are not a lot of
away wins because when the
teams arrive they are tired.
There are also some very
good players in the league,”
Drogba said.

“It’s a growing league and
I think it’s going to be one of
the most important and deci-
sive leagues in the world in a
few years.”

Montreal qualified for the
playoffs by finishing third in

the Eastern Conference.
The team beat Toronto FC

in the knockout round before
going out in the two-game
Eastern Conference semifi-
nals where it lost to Colum-
bus Crew.

Drogba scored 12 goals
and claimed one assist in 14
regular season and playoff
games for Montreal. His
overall contribution helped
the team out of a slump and
ignited a stirring late-season
run after they had failed to
reach the playoffs in 2014.

He said he was unsure
what the future held beyond
the one year remaining on
his Impact contract.

“I will have time during
this year to think about
whether I want to carry on or
not,” said the striker.

“I’m just enjoying playing,
running everywhere, defend-
ing, scoring goals, travelling,
going to new cities, discover-
ing new plans and a new way
of life.”

The 37-year-old is a United
Nations goodwill ambassa-
dor while his Didier Drogba
Foundation is building
health clinics in his native
country.

Drogba has given mil-
lions of dollars to charity
over the years and his new
book describes how all of his
commercial earnings since
2007 have gone to his foun-
dation.

Unbeaten Panthers
roll byCowboys 33-14
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

ARLINGTON, Texas — The
undefeated Carolina Panthers
can put “defeated the Cow-
boys in Dallas
on Thanksgiv-
ing” on their
ever-growing resume.

Panthers middle lineback-
er Luke Kuechly intercepted
two passes in the second quar-
ter, part of a stifling effort by
the Carolina defense in a 33-14
victory over the Cowboys on
Thursday night at AT&T Sta-
dium.

Dallas quarterback Tony
Romo completed 11 of 21 pass-
es for 106 yards and three in-
terceptions. And then, after
Carolina linebacker Thomas
Davis sacked him, Romo left
the game favoring his left arm
on the final play of the third
quarter.

Romo missed seven weeks
with a broken clavicle earlier
this season and the team re-
ported he reinjured the left
clavicle.

Dallas (3-8) was 0-7 with
Romo out of the lineup.

Carolina quarterback Cam
Newton turned in a stellar per-
formance, connecting on 16 of
27 passes for 183 yards and
rushed for 45 yards and a
touchdown.

Newton led the Panthers on
a 14-play, 80-yard touchdown
drive to ice the game late in
the third quarter. He did a lot
of handing off on the drive but
converted a key third-and-17
with a 24-yard completion to
wide receiver Jerricho Cotch-
ery and a third-and-10 with an
11-yard connection with
Cotchery.

Newton capped the drive
with his 4-yard touchdown
run with 18 seconds left in the
quarter, putting the Panthers
ahead 30-6.

The Carolina defense set

the tone and put the Panthers
(11-0) in command by half-
time.

Panthers safety Kurt Cole-
man intercepted Romo on the
game’s third offensive play.
Coleman eluded the Dallas of-
fensive players in pursuit,
crossing the field for a pick-six
that gave Carolina a 7-0 lead
with 14:15 remaining in the
first quarter.

Neither offense punched
through for a touchdown for
the remainder of the first half,
but Carolina didn’t need to in
order to control the action.

Late in the second quarter,
Kuechly stepped in front of a
Romo pass and returned it 32
yards for a score.

Romo’s next throw didn’t
go much better. This time,
Kuechly jumped to haul in a
pass over the middle intended
for tight end Jason Witten.
Kuechly returned his second
interception to the Dallas 29
with 2:19 left in the second
quarter.

However, Newton and the
Carolina offense couldn’t cash
in for a touchdown. Panthers
kicker Graham Gano booted a
25-yard field goal on the final
play of the first half to put
Carolina ahead 23-3.

Romo struggled in his sec-
ond game back from injury as
he completed just 8 of 17 pass-
es for 82 yards and the three
interceptions in the first half.

NOTES: Carolina snapped
a five-game losing streak to
the Cowboys. The Cowboys
lead the all time series 9-4. …
Carolina was playing the first
Thanksgiving game in team
history. … The Cowboys fell to
29-18-1 all time on Thanksgiv-
ing. … The Cowboys wore all
white uniforms and the Pan-
thers were dressed in solid
blue for the Thanksgiving Day
game, part of the Nike Color
Rush movement.
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