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Flyers outlasts Predators for 3-2 overtimewin
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

PHILADELPHIA — De-
spite coughing up their lead
with 20 seconds left in regu-
lation, the Philadelphia Fly-
ers beat the
Nashvi l l e
Predators
3-2 in over-
time on Friday afternoon at
Wells Fargo Center.

Defenseman Shayne Gos-
tisbehere won it in the extra
session with power-play
marker to lift the struggling
Flyers (8-10-5) to their fourth
win in the last 16 games. It’s
Gostisbehere’s second game-
winning goal in the last
three games.

In just his second game
with the Philadelphia, right
winger Colin McDonald net-
ted a third-period goal to
give his new team a 2-1 lead.

However, center Mike
Fisher erased the lead by
scoring on a backhander in
traffic to help Nashville
earn a point. Still, the Preda-
tors (12-6-4) had a sour end to
their tough five-game road
trip in which they went 1-3-1
with just five goals.

Nashville now comes
home for three straight,
where it’s 7-1-2.

Philadelphia goalie Mi-

chal Neuvirth (5-3-1) got the
start thanks to strong career
numbers against Nashville.
He entered 2-0-1 with a 1.29
goals-against average life-
time against the Predators
and made 33 saves for the
win.

Nashville goalie Pekka
Rinne (10-5-4) stopped 34
shots and has lost four
straight.

Jets 3,Wild 1
SAINT PAUL, Minnesota

— A new face in goal was the
slump-buster that the Win-
nipeg Jets needed.

Rookie goaltender Con-
nor Hellebuyck stopped 14
shots in his NHL debut as
the Jets snapped a six-game
road winless streak, beating
the listless Minnesota Wild
3-1 on Friday afternoon.

Center Mathieu Per-
reault, defenseman Dustin
Byfuglien and left winger
Nikolaj Ehlers scored for
the Jets (11-11-2), who had
gone 0-5-1 away from Winni-
peg since a Nov. 4 win in
Toronto.

Minnesota got a goal from
center Ryan Carter and 26
saves from goalie Devan
Dubnyk, as well as an emo-
tional lift from the return of
left winger Zach Parise to

the lineup. But the Wild (11-
7-3) managed little sustained
offense throughout, losing
their second consecutive
home game.

The capacity crowd,
which featured a large con-
tingent of visiting Winnipeg
fans, got into things right
from the start, with right

wingers Kurtis Gabriel of
Minnesota and Anthony
Peluso of the Jets dropping
the gloves less than three
minutes into the game.

Winnipeg dominated the
scoreless opening period,
sending 11 shots at Dubnyk,
while Hellebuyck had a rela-
tively quiet start to his NHL

career, facing just three first
period pucks.

The Jets finally broke
the scoreless deadlock with
3:34 to play in the second.
Skating on the Jets’ second
power play of the game,
Perreault took a pass from
Byfuglien, then waited
until center Bryan Little

had set a screen in front of
Dubnyk. Perreault snapped
a rising shot over the goal-
ie’s left shoulder for his
second goal in as many
games.

Byfuglien doubled the
lead early in the third peri-
od, snapping off a shot from
behind the goal line that de-
flected off Dubnyk’s right
knee and landed behind the
goalie.

Minnesota finally got on
the scoreboard near the mid-
way point of the third. Cart-
er capped off a scramble in
front of Hellebuyck when
his second-chance shot
banked off the shin of Jets
defenseman Mark Stuart
and slid over the goal line,
making it 2-1.

The Wild pressed hard to
tie, but their defensive risk-
taking led to an Ehlers
breakaway with three min-
utes to play, and he snapped
a wrist shot past Dubnyk for
his first goal in a month.

Parise, who had missed
seven games with a knee in-
jury suffered in the first pe-
riod of Minnesota’s home
loss to Nashville on Nov. 5,
got a loud ovation when he
was announced as a starter.
Minnesota fell to 8-3-0 at
home with the loss.

Murray victory helps Britain
tie Belgium inDavis Cup
BY MARTYN HERMAN
REUTERS

GHENT, Belgium — Andy
Murray revelled in the soc-
cer-like atmosphere of the
Davis Cup final on Friday,
after pull-
ing Britain
level at 1-1
d e s p i t e
picking up a penalty point
for an obscenity.

The 28-year-old, together
with Britain’s captain Leon
Smith, became embroiled in
some lively exchanges with
the umpire Carlos Ramos as
the raucous home fans in
the 13,000-seat arena did
their best to knock him off
course against Ruben Be-
melmans.

Belgium captain Johan
van Herck also had words.

Murray was docked a
point at 2-2 in the third set of
his 6-3, 6-2, 7-5 victory and
roared his defiance at the
Belgian fans when he saved
a set point at 4-5, having
trailed 2-4.

Occasionally the home
fans pushed the limits of fair
play but Murray refused to
criticise the crowd who
made the opening day of the
final such a colourful spec-
tacle.

“I think that’s kind of nor-
mal in Davis Cup, to be hon-
est. I don’t feel like they
crossed the line,” the world
number two said. “I’m expe-
rienced enough now to not
allow it to bother me, and
try to use it to my advantage
as much as I can.”

Smith, hoping to guide
Britain to their first title
since 1936, has been heavily
indebted to Murray’s bril-
liance since taking over as
captain with the Scot con-
tributing 15 of the side’s 19
points since he returned to
the squad in 2013.

He was full of praise for

his talisman again after he
cancelled out David Goffin’s
earlier five-set victory over
British debutant Kyle Ed-
mund.

“Thought Andy was, yet
again, very good in handling
the environment, the crowd,
and an opponent who clear-
ly has nothing to lose that
was swinging away,” Smith
said.

“It’s obviously a good sit-
uation for them when
they’ve already gone one up,
they can put out a player
and just say, ‘Go for it’.
That’s what happened. But
Andy still won in straight
sets.”

Van Herck admitted he
was very worried when
world number 16 Goffin was
being blown off court by Ed-
mund before recovering to
win 3-6, 1-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-0.

Edmund, who had been

preferred to James Ward,
looked set to become the
first player in Davis Cup
history to debut in a final
and win a live rubber, but it
was not to be.

“I was dominating the
first two sets. He couldn’t
get near me. He turned that,
and that’s something I need
to learn from,” Edmund told
reporters. “It fell away at
the end very quickly.

“I’m obviously disap-
pointed. You’re playing for
your team mates. You feel
like you’ve let them down.”

Murray will face Goffin in
Sunday’s first reverse sin-
gles, but before that he and
brother Jamie will play the
doubles, although Van
Herck was giving little away
about his pairing.

“I don’t even know,” he
said when asked who would
be facing the Murrays.
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Minnesota Wild forward Mikael Granlund (left) controls the puck during the first period
against the Winnipeg Jets on Friday at Xcel Energy Center.

JASON CAIRNDUFF | REUTERS

Great Britain’s Andy Murray competes against Belgium’s
Ruben Bemelmans in Davis Cup action in Ghent, Belgium
on Friday. Murray defeated Bemelmans 6-3, 6-2, 7-5.

Brad Marchand got a goalie
interference penalty for
brushing Henrik Lundqvist,
who sold the call — center
J.T. Miller getting credit for
the go-ahead goal with 10:32
left.

But centers Ryan Spooner
and David Krejci scored 2:03
apart later in the period.
Spooner put a power-play re-
bound past Lundqvist for
his first goal in seven games
with 3:46 left — Boston’s sec-
ond power-play goal in three
attempts after going three
games without one. Krejci
then picked up a bad clear
by defenseman Marc Staal
and slapped one past Lun-
dqvist with 1:43 remaining.

“We showed a lot of char-
acter tonight,” Marchand
said. “I think we have to be
really happy about it. How
we finished the game, it
shows that we’re learning
and we’re coming together
as a team.”

As far as the penalty that
put his team behind, Bruins
coach Claude Julien said, “I
know [Lundqvist] does some
acting on the side but I don’t
think he has to do it on the
ice.”

The Bruins are 5-0-1 in the
last six games against the
Rangers in Boston. The
Rangers, losing for the sec-
ond straight game, allowing
nine goals in the two games,
fell to 16-5-2 on the season.

“Those ones sting a lot,”
said defenseman/captain
Ryan McDonagh. “It’s under
five minutes and they al-
ways seem to get something
late against usâ “ right now
we haven’t been able to fin-
ish very well in this barn
and it’s something that we
need to continue to look at
and get better.”

Center Patrice Bergeron
and right winger Brett Con-
nolly also scored for the
Bruins, who got two assists
from defenseman Torey
Krug and 24 saves from
Rask.

Center Oscar Lindberg,
left winger Rick Nash (six
goals in a four-game goals
streak) also scored for New

York. Lindberg and Nash,
who both scored their eighth
goals of the season, scored
3:05 apart in the second pe-
riod.

Lundqvist, who had al-
lowed two goals or less in 14
of his first 17 games, has
been touched for the nine in
the last two. He made 30
saves on Friday.

The Rangers lost second-
line center Derek Stepan in-
definitely with broken ribs
after Stepan took a heavy hit
from Boston left winger
Matt Beleskey. With Stepan
down on the hard hit, New
York defenseman Dylan Mc-
Ilrath started a fight with
Beleskey. Stepan struggled
to the bench after being at-
tended to and played five
more shifts in the second
period but didn’t return for
the third.

The hit wasn’t clean in
the eyes of the Rangers.

“In our opinion it was a
late hit, more than a couple
of feet away from the
boards,” said New York
coach Alain Vigneault.
“We’ll have to wait and see. I
remember [Vancouver’s]
Aaron Rome in this build-
ing, getting suspended four
games in a Stanley Cup final

[for hitting Nathan Horton].
It’ll be interesting to see.
Stepan broke some ribs so
he’ll be out indefinitely.”

The Stepan injury is the
first of any consequence for
the Rangers, who have lost
only four manpower games
to injury in their first 23
games.

NOTES: Just over 40
years ago, these two old
rivals stunned the hockey
world when the Bruins
sent Phil Esposito and
Carol Vadnais to the
Rangers for Brad Park
and Jean Ratelle. … Bru-
ins D Kevan Miller missed
his fifth straight game,
his upper-body injury re-
vealed to be a concussion.
… The Rangers had D Dan
Boyle and LW Viktor
Stahlberg as healthy
scratches. … This was a
meeting of the Hayes
brothers — New York LW
Kevin and Boston RW
Jimmy. The latter assist-
ed on the Bruins’ second
goal for his first point in
10 games. … The Rangers
host the Philadelphia Fly-
ers Saturday night while
the Bruins open a three-
game road trip at Edmon-
ton on Wednesday night.
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three interceptions. Two of
those interceptions were re-
turned for touchdowns by
the Panthers and the other
resulted in a field goal.

“You’re always chanc-
ing it when you come
back,” Romo said in the
aftermath of the team’s
33-14 Thanksgiving Day
loss to Carolina. “The hard
part is playing when
you’re trying not to get
hurt, which is silly. You
can’t do that. We knew
that was part of it. Collar-
bones happen like that all
the time.

“I’m disappointed in
costing our team a good
chance to stay in the game
early. Then on top of it,
who knows how long after
that.

“It’s just a disappoint-
ing day.”

And season.
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Boston Bruins right wing Brett Connolly celebrates his
goal against the New York Rangers during the second peri-
od at TD Garden on Friday.
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Adams passes Oregon
past Oregon State 52-42
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

EUGENE, Oregon — Senior
quarterback Vernon Adams
threw for 366 yards and three
touchdowns
to leadNo. 17
Oregon to a
52-42 win
over Oregon
State on Friday afternoon at
Autzen Stadium.

Oregon (9-3) closed out the
regular season with six
straight wins and finished 7-2
in the Pac-12.

Junior wide receiver
Bralon Addison had three
touchdown catches and one
touchdown run for Oregon.
Sophomore running back
Royce Freeman rushed for 167
yards and two scores.

Oregon State trailed 31-7 at
halftime but began its second-
half rally with an 84-yard drive

that ended with a 1-yard touch-
down run by quarterback Seth
Collins to get within 31-14.

Oregon State went 98 yards
on its next drive before Collins
scored his third touchdown of
the game on a 9-yard run to get
the Beavers within 31-21 with
2:16 left in the third quarter.

Wide receiver Victor Bold-
en returned a punt 77 yards
for a touchdown that got the
Beavers within 38-35 with
10:09 left in the game.

Oregon responded when
Adams threw a 4-yard touch-
down pass to Addison to push
the lead to 45-35 with 7:43 left.
Two plays later, running back
Ryan Nall ran 66 yards for a
touchdownasOregonStatecut
the lead to 45-42 with 7:05 left.

Oregon drove back down
the field and went ahead 52-42
on a 24-yard touchdown pass
from Adams to Addison.

COLLEGE
FOOTBALL


