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day for a series of tweets
to state “I own my choic-
es” and that he “doesn’t
want to be a distraction
for my team” going for-
ward.

“I hold myself to a
higher standard than
anyone else ever could
and I’m not proud of some
of my decisions over the
last few months,” Okafor
wrote. “I own my choices
both personally and now
publicly. At this point I
am cooperating and re-
specting the process I
have to go through.

“Going forward I don’t
want to be a distraction
for my team and am
grateful for the support
and guidance those close
to me are giving. I am
100% focused on my re-
sponsibility to the
League, my teammates
and fans.”

Boston police have
begun to investigate a
fight involving Okafor
that took place outside a
nightclub early Thursday
morning. Police said a
man filed a report claim-
ing that he was the vic-
tim. The man said Okafor
knocked him to the
ground and caused a cut

above his eye that re-
quired stitches.

The 6-foot-11, 275-
pound Okafor was shown
in a video tumbling to the
ground as a man tried to
punch him in the back of
the head. The skirmish
broke up and no arrests
were made.

Okafor, 19, addressed
the Boston incident with
the media on Friday.

“It was definitely dumb
on my part,” Okafor said.
“It’s something that I am
embarrassed about. (I’m)
still dealing with the
league and the team.”

In October, a heckler
pointed a gun at Okafor’s
head following a verbal
exchange at a Philadel-
phia club, the Inquirer
reported Saturday.

Okafor, the No. 3 over-
all pick in the 2015 NBA
draft, is averaging 18.0
points and 7.9 rebounds
per game.

The Sixers have lost 27
straight games dating to
last season for the lon-
gest losing streak in
major U.S. professional
sports history, passing
the NFL’s Tampa Bay
Buccaneers from 1976 to
1977. The previous record
was also matched by the
76ers in 2013-14.

The 76ers faced the
Grizzlies in Memphis on
Sunday.

function very well early on,”
Giants head coach Tom
Coughlin said. “And then, fi-
nally we did. I commend our
guys for battling and hanging
in there and staying with it.”

Manning connected with
wide receiver Rueben Ran-
dle for a 40-yard touchdown
pass with 10:10 left to play.

Following a Redskins
punt, Manning marched New
York 77 yards in 2:23 and
wide receiver Odell Beckham
finished it off with a diving
one-handed catch for a 21-
yard touchdown to make it
20-14 with 4:57 left. On third-
and-five with just over three
minutes left, Cousins found
tight end Jordan Reed for a
20-yard completion. The Red-
skins then killed all but the
final 19 seconds.

“Kirk played well,”
Gruden said. “The last third-
down completion to Jordan
Reed, patience in the pocket,
was his best play of the day.”

Manning finished 26-of-51
for 321 yards, two touch-
downs and a season-high
three interceptions.

Nine of his completions
went to Beckham for 141
yards.

New York, coming off its
bye week, had 169 total yards,
including 33 rushing, through

three quarters. The Giants
have dropped two straight
and lost a chance to put some
space between itself and the
rest of the division.

“We’ve still got a lot of foot-
ball left and we’re still in con-
trol of things, somewhat,”
Manning said. “It’s going to
come down to how we finish,
and we have to play better
football.”

Trailing 17-0, the Giants
drove inside the Washing-
ton 10 on their first posses-
sion of the second half, but
on third-and-goal from the 4,
Manning’s throw to Randle
in the end zone was picked

off by rookie cornerback
Quinton Dunbar.

“We knew early on we’ve
got to knock the receivers off
their rhythm. And I think our
corners did the work today,”
Washington defensive end
Jason Hatcher said. “They got
up and they jammed them
and they played one-on-one
pretty much the whole game.”

A Dustin Hopkins 33-yard
field goal made it 20-0 with
11:36 left.

Already missing starting
left guard Justin Pugh (con-
cussion) and starting center
Weston Richburg (high ankle
sprain), the Giants’ offense

suffered another blow when it
lost right guard Geoff
Schwartz (fractured lower
leg) in the second quarter.

Leading 3-0, the Redskins
started on their own 37 follow-
ing a punt. On first down
Jackson got behind two de-
fenders, Cousins hit him at
the 15 and Jackson, after four
or five strides across the field
at the one, backed into the end
zone for the touchdown with
10:18 left in the half.

Later, on first-and-10 at
their own 20, Cousins threw a
screen to running back Matt
Jones who went 45 yards
down the right sideline.
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QB Palmer helps Cardinals hold off 49ers
REUTERS

Quarterback Carson
Palmer scored on a seven-
yard scramble with 2:28 left
to play, lifting the Arizona
Cardinals to a 19-13 victory
over the upset-minded San
Francisco 49ers on Sunday
at Levi’s
Stadium.

Palmer’s
touchdown
run capped a 14-play, 85-
yard drive for the Cardinals
(9-2).

Palmer completed 24 of 40
passes for 271 yards with no
touchdowns or intercep-
tions. Wide receiver Larry
Fitzgerald caught 10 passes
for 66 yards.

Quarterback Blaine Gab-
bert completed 25 of 36 pass-
es for 318 yards for the 49ers
(3-8). He had one touchdown
pass and was picked off
once. Wide receiver Anquan
Boldin caught eight passes
for 93 yards, and tight end
Vance McDonald had six
catches for 71 yards and a
touchdown.

Seahawks 39, Steelers 30
Quarterback Russell Wil-

son passed for a season-high
345 yards and five touch-
downs to lead the Seattle Se-
ahawks to a 39-30 win over
the Pittsburgh Steelers on
Sunday.

Wilson’s 80-yard touch-
down pass to Doug Baldwin,
the Seattle receiver’s third
score of the day, with 2:01 re-
maining gave Seattle (6-5) a
nine-point lead and essen-
tially put the game away.

The Seahawks had to over-
come 456 passing yards from
Pittsburgh quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger, who went 36
for 55 with a touchdown and
also threw two interceptions.

Backup Landry Jones,
who took a shotgun snap on a
play that started out of field-
goal formation and took the
field for the Steelers’ final

drive while Roethlisberger
underwent concussion tests,
threw two interceptions.

Bengals 31, Rams 7
Andy Dalton passed for

233 yards and three touch-
downs including a pair to re-
ceiver A.J. Green helping the
Cincinnati Bengals get back
on the winning track with a
31-7 victory over the St. Louis
Rams on Sunday at Paul
Brown Stadium.

The Bengals (9-2), who had
lost two straight for the first
time since 2013, left little
doubt in this one.

Cincinnati’s defense held
Rams running back Todd
Gurley to only 19 yards on
nine carries.

The Bengals figured to run
the ball against the Rams
(4-7) and gained 140 yards on
the ground led by Jeremy
Hill’s season-high 86 on 16
carries.

Nick Foles, who started at
quarterback for the injured
Casey Keenum, was under
constant pressure and was
sacked once and threw three
interceptions.

Vikings 20, Falcons 10
Running back Adrian Pe-

terson and an opportunistic
Minnesota Vikings defense
had the Georgia Dome show-
ering boos on the struggling
Atlanta Falcons on Sunday.

Peterson rushed for 158
yards and scored two touch-
downs and Minnesota creat-
ed four turnovers in a 20-10
road win over the Falcons.

After another Matt Ryan
turnover late in the fourth
quarter, Falcons fans head-
ed for the exits while sere-
nading their struggling
team with chants of “Let’s
go Vikings.”

Peterson scored on a
1-yard plunge to put the Vi-
kings ahead 7-0 in the first
quarter and then sealed the
win with a 35-yard touch-
down run with 4:15 to play.

He moved into 19th on the
NFL’s all-time rushing list,
moving past Corey Dillon
and O.J. Simpson on Sunday.

Raiders 24, Titans 21
Needing a win desperately

to keep their long-shot playoff
hopes alive, the Oakland
Raiders found it in a place
where every visiting team
finds success.

Quarterback Derek Carr’s
12-yard touchdown pass to
wide receiver Seth Roberts
with 1:21 left lifted Oakland to
a 24-21 win Sunday over the
Tennessee Titans at Nissan
Stadium.

Carr, who completed 24 of
37 passes for 330 yards and
three scores, led a 90-yard
scoring drive after Tennessee
(2-9) grabbed a 21-17 lead on a
one-yard touchdown pass
from quarterback Marcus
Mariota to fullback Jalston
Fowler at the 4:41 mark.

Mariota completed 17 of
37 passes for 218 yards and
three touchdowns, surpass-
ing Vince Young’s franchise
rookie passing record of
2,199 yards.

Chiefs 30, Bills 22
In a Sunday afternoon

battle of AFC teams trying
to keep alive hopes of a post-
season berth, the Kansas
City Chiefs beat the Buffalo
Bills 30-22.

Playing in a cold drizzle
from the opening kickoff to
the final play, the Chiefs
came back from a 10-0 early
deficit to win their fifth con-
secutive game.

The first half was all about
the Buffalo combination of
quarterback Tyrod Taylor
and wide receiver Sammy
Watkins. They combined on
six passes for 158 yards and
two touchdowns in the first
two quarters. Taylor also
connected with running back
LeSean McCoy for a third-
quarter score.

But the second half saw

the Chiefs (6-5) handle Wat-
kins, force a Taylor fumble
and the Chiefs offense caught
fire behind quarterback Alex
Smith, wide receiver Jeremy
Maclin and running back
Spencer Ware.

Colts 25, Buccaneers 12
The Indianapolis Colts

called on their 40-and-over
tandem to rally past the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
25-12 on Sunday in Lucas Oil
Stadium.

Backup quarterback Matt
Hasselbeck, 40, threw two
second-half touchdown pass-
es to wide receiver T.Y. Hil-
ton, and kicker Adam Vinat-
ieri, 42, added four field
goals in the Colts’ third con-
secutive victory.

Hasselbeck is 4-0 this sea-
son in place of injured start-
er Andrew Luck, who has a
lacerated kidney and an ab-
dominal injury. The Colts
improved to 6-5 and are tied
with Houston for first place
in the AFC South. The Tex-
ans defeated New Orleans
on Sunday.

Hasselbeck completed 26
of 42 passes for 315 yards
and the two TDs. Hilton

caught six passes for 95
yards, and wide receiver
Donte Moncrief caught eight
passes for 114 yards.

Chargers 31, Jaguars 25
Veteran quarterback Phil-

ip Rivers carved up the Jack-
sonville Jaguars secondary
for 300 passing yards and
four touchdown passes Sun-
day in leading the visiting
San Diego Chargers to a
31-25 win.

Rivers picked apart the
Jaguars, completing 29 of 43
passes for a passer rating of
118 in sending the Chargers
to a fifth consecutive win
over the Jaguars in the last
six years. Three of Rivers’
scoring tosses came in the
second quarter.

It was his fourth and final
touchdown pass that secured
the win for the Chargers (3-
8), who ended a six-game los-
ing streak. That pass com-
pleted a 14-play march that
covered 80 yards and took
over six minutes off the clock
late in the fourth quarter.

The Jaguars made a late
push to pull out a win, block-
ing a San Diego punt with
1:30 left in the game. The

Jaguars scored in two plays
but San Diego recovered the
ensuing onside kick and ran
out the clock.

Jets 38,Dolphins 20
Quarterback Ryan Fitzpat-

rick threw four touchdown
passes, including two to wide
receiver Brandon Marshall,
as the New York Jets solidi-
fied their footing in the AFC
wild-card race on Sunday af-
ternoon with a 38-20 win over
the Miami Dolphins.

The Jets (6-5) won for just
the second time in six games
to ensure they’d at least re-
main in a tie for the second
AFC wild-card spot. New
York entered the day in a
four-way tie for the second
wild card, though the Jets
were last among the four
teams due to tiebreakers.

Fitzpatrick, who trimmed
his trademark beard earlier
this week in hopes of chang-
ing up the Jets’ fortunes, fin-
ished 22-of-37 for 277 yards as
the Jets swept the Dolphins
for the first time since 2007.

The Dolphins (4-7) lost for
the fourth time in five games
as their playoff hopes were all
but extinguished.
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Atlanta Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan (2) attempts a pass in the second quarter against
the Minnesota Vikings on Sunday at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. The Vikings won 20-10.

Pats’ Amendolamissed Sunday’s game; NoRams penalty
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

New England Patriots
wide receiver Danny Amen-
dola missed Sunday’s game
against the Denver Broncos
with a knee injury.

Amendola was injured
Monday night in the Patriots’
win over the
B u f f a l o
Bills. He did
not travel
with the team to Denver.

Starting linebacker
Jamie Collins and tight end
Michael Williams also did
not play Sunday for the Pa-
triots. Collins missed his
fourth straight game with
an undisclosed illness. Wil-
liams (knee) is New Eng-
land’s No. 2 tight end.

Amendola was listed as
questionable on the Friday
injury report after practic-
ing on a limited basis during
the week. He has 49 recep-
tions for 520 yards and two
touchdowns this season.

Amendola’s absence left
the Patriots without three
of their top four wide re-

ceivers. Julian Edelman
(foot) did not play this week
and Aaron Dobson (ankle)
is out for the season.

Veteran receiver Kes-
hawn Martin was question-
able for Sunday with a ham-
string injury that has kept
him out of the past five
games, leaving the Patriots
with Brandon LaFell and
Chris Harper as their only
healthy receivers.

Also on Saturday, the Pa-
triots signed tight end As-
ante Cleveland and lineback-
er Darius Fleming to the 53-
man roster from the practice
squad and released defensive
back Dewey McDonald.

Streak ends for
Seahawks’Williams

SEATTLE, Washington —
Seattle Seahawks starting
cornerback Cary Williams
was a healthy member of the
inactive list for Sunday’s
game against the Pittsburgh
Steelers, ending a streak of
81 consecutive starts — in-
cluding the postseason.

Williams, a free-agent ad-
dition from Philadelphia,
has started all 10 games for
the Seahawks this season but
has struggled in recent
weeks. He has one sack, one
forced fumble and four pass-
es defensed this season.

The team added corner-
back Jeremy Lane, who was
activated from the physical-
ly-unable-to-perform (PUP)
list this week, while veteran
Deshawn Shead, a safety/
cornerback, could get the
start in place of Williams.

Bills’ team bus
breaks down

The Buffalo Bills’ team bus
ran into some mechanical
trouble while traveling to Ar-
rowhead Stadium for Sun-
day’s game.

The bus was traveling to
the stadium more than three
hours before the 1 p.m. kick-
off when the Bills face the
Kansas City Chiefs.

Bills defensive end Jerry
Hughes wrote on Twitter that
the bus broke down, making

fun of the situation: “Driver
didn’t realize his check en-
gine light has been on for 2
months.”

NFL Media Insider Ian
Rapoport reported that it
was the first team bus, with
another bus of players leav-
ing the hotel 20 minutes
after the first was slowed by
an apparent transmission
problem.

The driver saved the day
by shifting into manual and
getting the first bus to the
stadium.

No penalty for Rams
The St. Louis Rams will

not be penalized by the
NFL for mishandling con-
cussion protocols with
quarterback Case Keenum
during the team’s 16-13 loss
to the Baltimore Ravens on
Nov. 22, according to ESPN.

Nick Foles was expected
to start against the Cincin-
nati Bengals on Sunday
with Keenum still going
through the league’s con-
cussion protocol.

The NFL announced it

would investigate the se-
ries of events that trans-
pired against the Ravens in
which Keenum stayed in
the game for the final two
offensive plays after taking
a blow to the head and ap-
pearing unsteady. Foles
warmed up on the sideline,
but Keenum remained in
the game.

Cards’ Bucannon fined
Arizona Cardinals strong

safety Deone Bucannon was
fined $23,152 for a hit on a
defenseless receiver in last
week’s win over the Cincin-
nati Bengals.

Bucannon hit wide re-
ceiver A.J. Green on a pass
over the middle, but was not
flagged on the play.
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Washington Redskins outside linebacker Ryan Kerrigan (91) sacks New York Giants quar-
terback Eli Manning (10) during the first half at FedEx Field.
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New England Patriots wide receiver Danny Amendola (80)
runs past Buffalo Bills strong safety Duke Williams (27)
during the second half at Gillette Stadium.
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