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Five players to watch in high school hockey
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

The Messalonskee High
School Eagles from Oakland
found themselves trailing
Gorham 2-1
after two
periods of
last sea-
son’s state
Class B
championship game.

But junior center Jared
Cunningham erupted for
three third-period goals to
lead the Eagles to their sec-
ond straight state champion-
ship, 7-2.

Jared Cunningham is one
of five players to watch in
Class A and Class B North
this season.

He will be joined on the
list by linemate Brandon
Nale, Lewiston forwards Je-
romey Rancourt and Kyle
Morin and Bangor goalie
Derek Fournier.

Cunningham will enter
this season just 34 points
shy of breaking his brother
Chase’s career record for
points at Messalonskee.

Cunningham, a senior,
has 93 goals and 129 assists
for 222 points after coming
off a season in which he
scored 32 goals and assisted
on 47 others.

He was Eastern Maine
Class B’s Player of the Year.

“He sees the ice real well
and he has great hands,”
said Messalonskee coach
Joe Hague. “He has good

hockey sense and he’s not
afraid to do the gritty stuff.”

Cunningham has a quick
release on his shot and he is
accurate with it. He is also
elusive and has good ice bal-
ance. His nifty feet enable
him to spin off checks and
make plays.

“He’s a fabulous player
who makes all the players
around him better,” said
Waterville coach Dennis
Martin.

Nale, who is a junior, had
a breakthrough season last
year with 37 goals and 41 as-
sists. He was a nice comple-
ment to Cunningham and
Jake Dexter.

“Brandon plays more of
a physical game than
Jared,” said Hague, who
expects Nale to take his
game to an even higher
level this season.

Hague said Nale also has
impressive hands, a good
shot and a high hockey IQ.

“He’s strong, fast and has
as hard a shot as any I’ve
seen in high school hockey,”
said Presque Isle coach Carl
Flynn.

Rancourt, who is also a
junior, led the Blue Devils in
scoring as a sophomore last
season as he scored 16 goals
and also provided 12 assists.

“He’s strong, he has silk
hands, a great shot and a
quick release,” said Lewis-
ton coach Jamie Belleau.
“And his vision is outstand-
ing.”

“He’s a great athlete,”

said Bangor coach Quinn
Paradis.

Morin is the prototype,
strong two-way forward who
had 11 goals and seven as-
sists for the Blue Devils. He
is tenacious on the puck.

“He is a true power for-
ward who brings everything

to the table,” said Belleau.
“He’s a very good player,”

said Paradis. “He is skilled,
he is quick and he has good
hands.”

Fournier, as a sophomore
last winter, compiled a 2.10
goals-against average and a
.922 save percentage for the

Rams a year ago which earned
him an All-Eastern Maine
Class A first team berth.

Paradis considers Fourni-
er the state’s top goalie and
Bangor senior center Trevor
DeLaite said Fournier did a
“great job.”

“He kept us in a lot of

games. It’s good to have
somebody steady back
there,” said DeLaite.

Fournier came up with
one of his best performances
of the season in the Class A
East semifinals, making 31
saves in a 1-0 loss to Lewis-
ton.

Brad McLellan (North Yar-
mouth Academy) will fortify
a team that already includes
four All-Eastern Maine first-
teamers in forwards Jerom-
ey Rancourt (16 & 12), Bran-
don Croteau (11 & 13) and
Kyle Morin (11 & 7) along
with defenseman Jon Sturgis
(6 & 2).

Defending two-time re-
gional champ St. Dom’s has a
new coach in Bob Parker and
will build around All-East-
ern Maine first-teamer Aus-
tin Roy (11 & 13) and second-
teamers defenseman Gavin
Bates (1 & 3) and goalie Ridge
Servidio (2.09, .906).

Lawrence-Skowhegan’s
Ted Fabian, who went 11-7-1
and was the co-coach of the
year along with Belleau, will
have first-team defenseman
Sam Haver (4 & 8) back, and
Edward Little of Auburn (10-
10) will return first-teamers
Ben Steele (2 & 11), a defense-
man, and goalie Devin Du-
mont (2.96, .886).

In Class B, defending two-
time state champ Messalons-
kee of Oakland will be the
favorite, although the re-
gion’s coaches feel Water-
ville will pose a strong threat
to dethrone the Eagles in
Class B North.

“We have our whole team
back, but Messalonskee is al-
ways the team to beat,” said
Waterville coach Dennis
Martin. “They only lost their
goalie and one forward.”

Messalonskee returns the
Eastern Maine Class B Play-
er of the Year in Jared Cun-
ningham (32 & 47) and his
linemate Brandon Nale (37 &
41) along with standout de-
fenseman Dylan Burton,
who joined them on the all-
league first team.

Coach Joe Hague said he
has 15 players who have been
a part of two state champion-
ships and a 41-1 record dur-
ing that span.

Steady Sam Bell will help
Burton anchor the blue line,
but the graduation of first-
team goalie Elija Tuell
means they will have a fresh-
man in goal in either Eli Mi-
chaud or Amber Kochaver.

Hague will have Jack
Moore on the top line with
Cunningham and Nale and
said he is excited about the
goal-scoring potential of his
second line, which will fea-
ture twins Dustin and Dylan
Brown with Devin Pickett.

Hague feels Waterville (13-
5-1) will be a serious chal-
lenger, and he also has heard
good things about Old Town-
Orono (8-9-1). He added that
Winslow (14-7) and Brewer
(9-8-3) should also be in the
hunt thanks to the play of
their goalies, Andrew Beals
and Tyler Friel, respectively.

The division also gains a
prominent newcomer in
Camden Hills, a perennial
title contender in Western B
that went 14-5 a year ago.

Martin feels his team
could be his best since the
2008-09 and 2009-10 seasons
when his Panthers were the

Class A state champion and
runner-up, respectively.

First-teamer Nick Denis
along with Michael Oliveira,
Justin Wentworth, Jackson
Aldrich and Cody Pellerin will
supply Martin with plenty of
firepower up front; All-league
second team defensemen An-
drew Roderigue and Matthew
Jolicoeur are influential on
the blue line; and goalies
Logan Kearney and Nathan
Pinnette have experience.

“We had eight kids with 20
or more points last year,”
pointed out Martin, the re-
gion’s coach of the year.

Winslow features top-shelf
forwards Jacob Trask and
Jimmy Fowler along with
goalie Beals.

Second-year Brewer coach
Lance Ingerson expects his
Witches to be better.

“We should be very com-
petitive,” said Ingerson,
whose Witches will be led by
forwards Dylan Severance,
Jack Watkins and Zach Dun-
can along with defensemen
Trey Wood and Jack Schrod-
er and goalie Friel.

Old Town-Orono coach
Denis Collins expects his
team to finish “well over
.500” thanks to the return
from injury of talented for-
wards Austin Sheehan and
Matt Fowler.

All-Rookie Team pick
Jacob Dubay, Nick Boutin
and Ben Allan-Rahill also
will be expected to put the
puck in the net, and Austin
Soucy, Jacob Gallon and
Lucas Shorette will key the
defense corps in front of sea-
soned goalie Chase Albert.

John Bapst coach Andy
Stephenson feels his team
has potential to improve on
last year’s 10-7-2 mark be-
hind all-league third-team
forward Tyler Wheeler, all-
rookie defenseman Drew
Gardner and forwards Nate
Reese, Kodi Legassie and
converted defenseman Logan
Cyr-Ellis. Ben Lee and Cam
Dyer head up the defense
corps. Thomas Carmack and
Dan Sprague will vie for the
goaltending job left by the
departure of workhorse Sam
Lander.

Presque Isle coach Carl
Flynn is excited to welcome a
“really talented freshman
class” to complement for-
wards Cooper Madore and
Craig Schiff and his daugh-
ter, goalie Jillian Flynn, an
All-Eastern Maine B second-
teamer. Forwards Thomas
Patenaude, Jake Stevens,
Bailey York and Jaren Wing-
er highlight the freshman
class.

Camden Hills is led by vet-
eran goalie Jet Magri, for-
wards Nick Czuchra, James
Orne, Austin Gallant, Chase
Matteo and Jonah Cameron.

Hampden Academy, under
first-year coach Eric Mac-
Donald, will be guided by
All-Rookie team goalie Cole
Benner along with Marc
Thibodeau.

Youthful Houlton-Hodg-
don, winless a year ago, adds
players from Southern
Aroostook of Dyer Brook and
Katahdin of Stacyville to its
co-op team and should be im-
proved. Josh Malone is a
standout up front.
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Messalonskee’s Jared Cunningham fires a shot at Brewer goalie Tyler Friel during the East Class B semifinal last season
at Sukee Arena in Winslow.

Ortiz welcomes new Sox ace Price
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Slugger David Ortiz is
ready to set aside his feud
with left-handed ace David
Price, who
reached a
seven-year,
$217 mil-
lion agreement with the Bos-
ton Red Sox on Tuesday.

Big Papi and Price have
had several public confron-
tations in the past three
years.

“That’s fine. We need
pitching and David Price is a
great pitcher and has showed
that for years. I hope he will
help us,” Ortiz told 102.5 FM
in Santo Domingo, Domini-
can Republic, on Wednesday.
“It’s a marquee pitcher, and
that’s what we need.”

Price’s deal, first reported
by the Boston Glove, would
be the largest annual con-
tract in history for a pitcher,
topping Clayton Kershaw’s
seven-year, $210 million
package with the Los Ange-
les Dodgers.

The issues between Ortiz
and Price began during the
2013 American League Divi-
sion Series between Boston
and the Tampa Bay Rays.
Price criticized Boston’s des-
ignated hitter for the way he
circled the bases after hitting
a home run in a Red Sox win
at Fenway Park.

In May 2014 in Boston, the
next meeting between the
teams, Price hit Ortiz with a
pitch in the first inning.
After the game, Ortiz said,
“It’s a war. It’s on. Next time

he hits me, he better bring
the gloves. I have no respect
for him no more.”

During this year’s All-Star
festivities in Cincinnati, Price
took a shot at Ortiz, who didn’t
make the All-Star team after a
slow start to the season.

Ortiz went on to drive in
108 runs and hit 37 homers
in 2015 to reach the 500-
homer mark in his 19-year
MLB career. He has 503 ca-
reer home runs.

The 40-year-old Ortiz said
last month that he will re-
tire after the 2016 season.

“No problems. All that’s
in the past. Now he is my
partner,” Ortiz said of Price.
“When a person joins your
cause, you must leave the
past in the past.”

Price posted an 18-5 record

with an American League-
best 2.45 ERA last season
with the Detroit Tigers and
the Toronto Blue Jays.

The 30-year-old Price
went to the Blue Jays at the
trade deadline in July and
posted a 9-1 record with a
2.30 ERA during the remain-
der of the regular season to
help Toronto reach the post-
season. But he struggled in
the AL playoffs, going 1-2
with a 6.17 ERA in the Blue
Jays’ first postseason action
since 1993.

An AL Cy Young Award
winner in 2012, Price pitched
six seasons for Tampa Bay
before he was traded in 2014
to the Detroit Tigers, for
whom he posted a 13-8 re-
cord in 32 starts during the
regular season.

UMFKmen hold off VillaMaria 71-69
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

BUFFALO, New York —
Jake Rioux nailed a 3-point-
er with 1
minute, 26
seconds left
in the game
to give the University of
Maine-Fort Kent a four-
point lead and the Bengals
held off the Villa Maria Vi-
kings to record a 71-69 men’s
basketball victory Wednes-
day night.

Rioux and Qaadir Ali
each finished with 17 points
to lead UMFK (6-7) and Ali
also grabbed seven re-
bounds. Joe McCloskey con-
tributed 15 points and 10 re-
bounds and Marquis Glenn
added 11 points.

UMFK led at halftime 37-
35.

Craig Page paced the Vi-
kings with 18 points and
Andre Diggs added 13. Justin
Stokes chipped in with 12
points and Darius Huggins
had 11 points and 10 rebounds.

Penn State 67, BC 58
Guard Shep Garner

scored a career-high 30
points and Penn State ral-
lied from a seven-point sec-
ond-half deficit and downed
Boston College 67-58 in a Big
Ten/ACC Challenge game in
Boston.

Garner, who tied a Conte
Forum record with eight
3-pointers, came out firing,
scoring his team’s first 12
points on threes and hitting
his first five shots from be-
hind the arc. He then led the
comeback with three
straight treys in the second

half as the Nittany Lions
(4-2) came back from a 38-31
deficit to hand BC (3-4) its
fourth straight loss.

Center Dennis Clifford led
the Eagles with 17 points
and six rebounds, while for-
ward A.J. Turner had 15
points and five boards for
BC.

Women’s Basketball
UNE82,WIT 37

At Biddeford, Alicia
Brown scored 13 of her
game-high 19 points before
halftime to help the Univer-
sity of New England to a
42-23 advantage, and the
Nor’easters breezed in the
second half en route to the
win over Wentworth Insti-
tute of Technology in a Com-
monwealth Coast Confer-
ence mutual opener at the

Harold Alfond Forum.
The Nor’easters (4-1, 1-0

CCC) have won their last 16
meetings with the Leopards
(2-3, 0-1) and have been vic-
torious in 44 consecutive
CCC regular-season home
contests. UNE is a perfect
28-0 in regular-season con-
ference games at the Harold
Alfond Forum since the fa-
cility opened in 2012.

Brown was 8 of 16 from the
floor and shared game-high
honors with seven rebounds.
Olivia Shaw contributed 12
points on a 6-for-11 perfor-
mance from the field while
matching Brown with seven
caroms. Sadie DiPierro
chipped in 12 points.

Carly Rogers was the lone
WIT player in double fig-
ures, scoring 10 points to go
with three steals.

COLLEGE
ROUNDUP

MAJOR
LEAGUES

76ers center Okafor suspended two games
BY LARRY FINE
REUTERS

NEW YORK — The Phila-
delphia 76ers have suspended
rookie center Jahlil Okafor for
two games after his involve-
ment in off-court incidents in
the past few weeks, the NBA
team said on Wednesday.

Okafor, the number three
overall pick in the 2015 NBA
Draft out of Duke, was most
recently involved in a fight
outside a Boston nightclub
last week and was found driv-
ing recklessly on a bridge.

Prior to their game on
Wednesday against the New

York Knicks at Madison
Square Garden, the Sixers
announced the suspension
that was effective immedi-
ately and said they would
provide support for him to
succeed on and off the court.

The discipline came after
videos were posted on the In-
ternet earlier in the day show-
ing two separate scuffles out-
side the nightclub with Okafor
shown in the midst of them.

The 19-year-old rookie
said after the fact that he
was embarrassed by his be-
havior.

“Jahlil is a very impor-
tant part of our organization

and our future,” the team
said in a statement.

“While we are disappoint-
ed with his recent actions, we
have faith in him as a valued
member of the Sixers. We will
provide the necessary re-
sources to support him on his
journey and will do our part
to help him succeed both on
and off the court.”

The suspension comes one
day after the Sixers ended a
28-game losing streak
stretching back to last sea-
son when they ended their
winless 0-18 start this season
with a win at home against
the Los Angeles Lakers.

“He’s a big part of our of-
fense, a big part of what we
do,” Sixers guard-forward
JaKarr Sampson, 22, told Re-
uters about Okafor after
warming up for the game
against the Knicks.

“It’s part of having the
spotlight being on you. Just
part of growing pains.”

Okafor had started 18 games
for the Sixers this season and is
averaging 17.5 points, 8.2 re-
bounds and 1.6 blocked shots.

76ers coach Brett Brown
confirmed Tuesday that
19-year-old will be accompa-
nied by a bodyguard when-
ever he goes out.
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Army slowed the pace in the
final four minutes and main-
tained the lead.

UMaine, which outrebound-
ed Army 50-42, committed 16
turnovers that led to 21 points
for the Black Knights.

Army’s hot shooting and re-
lentless attacking helped them
build a 50-29 halftime lead.
Army went 20-for-39 (51 per-
cent) from the floor, including
8-for-17 from the 3-point arc.

On defense, the under-
sized Black Bears struggled
to contest shots, especially
in transition.

On offense, UMaine
couldn’t establish an inside

game against Army’s rugged
and active matchup zone.

UMaine shot 42 percent
but committed 12 turnovers
that led to 19 Army points.

Leading 25-20, the Black
Knights tookchargewithadeci-
sive22-4 scoringsurge.Edwards
stuck a 3-pointer against
UMaine’s2-2-1press,thenPlomb
drove the baseline for a layup.

Edwards followed with a

12-footer from the baseline
and Plomb drained another
3-pointer to make it 35-20
with 9:02 left. Army eventu-
ally pushed the bulge to
47-24 with 2:52 left.

“That’s the way we want
to play and they were better
at it than us, a lot better at
it,” Walsh said. “That’s why
they were ahead by a big
number most of the game.”


