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Women
MAINE vs. BRYANT

Time, site: Saturday, 1 p.m., Cross Insurance Center, Bangor
Records: Maine 7-4, Bryant 2-6
Series, last meeting: Bryant leads 3-2; Bryant 65-52 on 11/14/14
Key players: Maine — 5-8 G Sigi Koizar (16.9 points per game, 3.7 rebounds

per game, 4.1 assists per game, 1.8 steals per game), 5-10 G/F Liz Wood (9.3
ppg, 7.6 rpg, 2.8 apg, 2.8 spg), 6-2 F Mikaela Gustafsson (8.5 ppg, 4.2 rpg, .514
FG pct.), 5-8 G Sophie Weckstrom (6.8 ppg, 2.2 apg), 5-10 G Chantel Charles
(6.3 ppg), 5-11 F Bella Swan (5.9 ppg, 4.3 rpg); Bryant — 5-8 G Tiersa Winder
(15.3 ppg, 4.1 rpg, 2.1 apg), 5-7 G Ivory Bailey (15.1 ppg, 6.3 rpg, 2.5 apg), 5-11
F Breanna Rucker (13.7 ppg, 12.3 rpg), 6-1 F Alex Klein (7.9 ppg, 5.8 rpg), 6-2
C Morgan Olander (6.5 ppg, 6.1 rpg)

Game notes: The Black Bears return to Bangor for only their third home
game of the campaign to face the Bulldogs. UMaine is coming off Sunday’s
59-41 win at Dartmouth. Bryant of the Northeast Conference has dropped four
straight games, including Wednesday’s 88-78 setback at Providence. The Bears
must be able to handle the quickness and scoring punch of Winder and Bailey,
but have to respect the inside game. The Bulldogs have played lackluster
defense, surrendering 75.3 ppg on 59 percent shooting. Bryant owns victories
over America East members Vermont and UMass Lowell.

Men
MAINE vs. BOSTON COLLEGE

Time, site: Sunday, 5 p.m., Conte Forum, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts
Records: Maine 2-6, Boston College 3-6
Series, last meeting: Boston College leads 16-4, BC 85-74 on 12/11/14
Key players: Maine — 6-7 F Devine Eke (12.6 points per game, 7.1 rebounds

per game), 5-10 G Kevin Little (12.6 ppg, 3.0 assists per game), 6-8 F Till Gloger
(7.4 ppg, 3.4 rpg), 6-3 G Lavar Harewood (7.4 ppg, 3.5 rpg), 6-4 G Shaun Law-
ton (7.0 ppg), 5-11 G Aaron Calixte (6.9 ppg, 2.4 apg); Boston College — 6-2
G Eli Carter (16.3 ppg, 3.9 rpg, 3.5 apg), 6-5 G Jerome Robinson (11.2 ppg, 4.2
rpg, 3.4 apg, 1.2 spg), 7-0 C Dennis Clifford (9.4 ppg, 7.0 rpg), 6-7 F A.J. Turner
(6.7 ppg), 6-7 F Ervins Meznieks (5.4 ppg, .462 3-pt. FG pct.)

Game notes: Coach Bob Walsh’s Black Bears will try to snap a three-game
skid when they take on the Eagles of the Atlantic Coast Conference. UMaine is
coming off Wednesday’s 79-69 home loss to Dartmouth that again exposed the
Bears’ defensive deficiencies. UMaine has afforded opponents 86.8 ppg on 47
percent shooting. Boston College is mired in a six-game losing streak, one that
includes Wednesday’s 66-51 setback against 15th-ranked Providence. The
Eagles, who have put up only 64.6 ppg, also lost to America East’s UMass
Lowell after missing eight players because of food poisoning. UMaine will be
challenged to defend BC’s bigger guards and to find a way to neutralize Clifford
in the middle.
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UMaine has been less pre-
dictable with its offense, scor-
ing 60.3 ppg. It has not clicked
from the 3-point arc, hitting
30.4 percent (72-for-237).

“We just need to quit
shooting bad 3’s,” Barron
said.

“That’s where discipline
and patience come in, un-
derstanding that that’s how
we win is when we’re mov-
ing the ball correctly, at the
right tempo and pace,” he
added.

Short of hosting, Barron
prefers playing at a neutral
site. Last winter, UMaine
was the regular-season co-
champion and earned the
No. 1 seed for the tourna-
ment, but was not rewarded.

“We were the No. 1 seed
playing a road game to start
the tournament last year
and we had to travel the far-
thest,” Barron said. “To me,
that’s not fair or equitable.”

Had UMaine, which lost
in the semifinals, reached
the title game, it would have
been played in Bangor. The
highest remaining seed
through the semifinals
earns the right to host the
championship game.

Barron and Creech view
the opportunity to play in
Portland as a positive devel-
opment not just for UMaine,
but for all America East
schools. The University of
New Hampshire is about an
hour away and potentially
will attract a good number
of fans.

“It’s a great location,
great venue, with lots of ho-
tels, lots of restaurants,”
Barron said. “There’s a fan
base in Maine for women’s
basketball and I think we’ll
get some casual fans there
as well, not just people with
a rooting interest, who want
to come see some good bas-
ketball.”

man unavailable, Brady
completed only 51.8 percent
of his passes and had his
first multiple-interception
game of the season, includ-
ing a 99-yard return for a
touchdown in the loss to the
Eagles. New England has
blown 14-0 leads in consecu-
tive weeks, although Phila-
delphia scored three TDs via
defense and special teams.

ABOUT THE TEXANS
(6-6): After surrendering a
total of 35 points during a
perfect 4-0 November, in-
cluding six on three occa-
sions, Houston was unable
to slow Buffalo last week in
permitting 187 yards rush-
ing. Quarterback Brian
Hoyer tossed three scoring
passes last week — the sixth
time in seven games he has
multiple touchdown passes
— and has an emerging su-
perstar in DeAndre Hop-
kins, who has 10 touchdown
receptions and is third in
the league with 1,169 yards.
Watt has an NFL-best 13.5
sacks for the Texans, who
rank third in the league by
allowing an average of 218.3
yards passing per game.

Edelman returns to practice
Edelman participated in

practice on Friday, less than
four weeks after breaking
his left foot.

Edelman underwent sur-
gery to repair the break and
the recovery timeline had
him in jeopardy of missing
the rest of the regular season.
The outlook has improved
with Friday’s development
but he will once again sit out
when the Patriots play the
Houston Texans on Sunday.

“It’s always good to be out
there with your teammates
and staff and put the cleats

on and run around,” Edel-
man told reporters after-
ward.

Edelman has missed the
past three games but still
leads the Patriots with 61
receptions for 692 yards and
seven touchdowns.

He’s itching to play but
also wary of putting excess
stress of the foot too soon.

“I’d like to be back as soon
as I can,” said Edelman,
“but doing it safely and
smart and just trying to im-
prove each day.”

Tight end Rob Gronkows-
ki practiced for the second
straight day as he aims to
return from a knee injury
suffered against the Denver
Broncos on Nov. 29. The Pa-
triots listed him as question-
able on Friday’s injury re-
port.

“I’m doing everything I
can to get better every single
day, and it feels good to be
back with my teammates —
just mentally and physically
to be back with them out on
the practice field,”
Gronkowski told reporters.

NOTES: The Patriots are
seeking their seventh
straight AFC East title,
which would tie the Los An-
geles Rams (1973-79) for the
longest streak in history. ...

Texans LB Whitney Merci-
lus has 6.5 sacks in his last
seven games. ... Patriots WR
Danny Amendola has 26 re-
ceptions in his last three
games.

Heisman a dream forHenry since childhood
BY DAVID PASCHALL
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE
PRESS

As he was powering his
way to a Southeastern Con-
ference single-season rush-
ing record the past few
weeks, Alabama tailback
Derrick Henry stuck to the
same message.

The credit belonged to
God. The credit belonged to
Crimson Tide coaches. The
credit belonged to team-
mates.

Henry hasn’t changed
that way of thinking, but he
is now willing to discuss his
impending trip to the Heis-
man Trophy ceremony. The
6-foot-3, 242-pound junior
from Yulee, Fla., is among
the three finalists for college
football’s top individual
honor, joining Clemson
quarterback Deshaun Wat-
son and Stanford running
back Christian McCaffrey.

“I just never wanted to
focus on that,” Henry said
this week in a news confer-
ence. “I knew that if I pre-
pared and practiced with my
teammates that everything

would take care of itself. I
had to stay mentally locked
in, because the SEC is a
tough league.”

The Heisman ceremony
will be held Saturday night
in New York City.

Henry set the SEC’s sin-
gle-season standard in last
Saturday’s 29-15 win over
Florida at the league cham-
pionship inside the Georgia
Dome. He rushed 44 times
for 189 yards and a touch-
down against the Gators, in-
creasing his season tally to
1,986 yards entering the
Crimson Tide’s national
semifinal pairing with
Michigan State in the Cot-
ton Bowl on New Year’s Eve.

“I can’t tell you how proud
I am of this guy,” Alabama
coach Nick Saban said after
the SEC title game. “He’s
had a phenomenal season,
and he deserves every acco-
lade that anyone could ever
throw his way.”

Henry was named
Wednesday by SEC coaches
as the league’s offensive
player of the year.

Henry bolstered his Heis-
man chances by averaging a

robust 200.1 rushing yards
in the seven Crimson Tide
games this season that were
televised by CBS. His season
average of 152.8 yards per
game is eclipsed by a 161.3-

yard average against the
three top-10 defenses he
faced — Wisconsin (No. 3),
Florida (No. 6) and Georgia
(No. 8).

Considered the Heisman

favorite among the worthy
trio, Henry has coveted the
famous trophy for quite a
while.

“It’s a dream of mine,” he
said. “I’ve been playing foot-

ball since I was five years
old, and every time (the
Electronic Arts) NCAA
(video game) would come
out, I was always the first
one who wanted to get it. My
main goal in the game was
to win the Heisman.”

Henry will be accompa-
nied to the Heisman ceremo-
ny by his parents and two of
his Yulee High School
coaches. His 339 carries for
1,986 yards (5.9 per carry)
this season pale to what he
did as a Yulee senior, when
he rushed 462 times for 4,261
yards (9.2 per carry) and be-
came Parade magazine’s na-
tional player of the year.

Yulee is 25 miles from
Jacksonville and has rough-
ly 12,000 residents, a majori-
ty of whom will be tuning in
Saturday night to watch
their hometown hero amid a
city of 8.5 million people.

“I come from a small
town, and not many kids get
the opportunity that I’m
having,” Henry said.
“They’ve all been very sup-
portive back home. I’m just
going to take this all in and
enjoy every moment.”

BRETT DAVIS | USA TODAY

Alabama Crimson Tide running back Derrick Henry (left) addresses the media with Nick
Saban after their 29-15 win in the SEC Championship Game against the Florida
Gators at the Georgia Dome on Saturday.

Daily fantasy sports
win reprieve in NY
BY MICHAEL ERMAN
AND SUZANNE BARLYN
REUTERS

NEW YORK — Leading
daily fantasy sports compa-
nies FanDuel and DraftK-
ings won a temporary re-
prieve Friday allowing them
to keep operating in New
York through the New Year,
reversing for now an order
by a state judge to close the
businesses in the state.

New York State Appeals
Court Judge Paul Feinman
temporarily suspended an
injunction granted earlier
in the day by New York Su-
preme Court Justice Manuel
Mendez.

Mendez had stopped short
of deciding whether daily
fantasy sports are a game of
skill or chance under New
York law, but ruled that
there was a likelihood that
New York Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman would
be able to prove that the
games are illegal if the mat-
ter goes to trial.

The short-term stay, is-
sued in an emergency ap-
peal filed by FanDuel and
DraftKings, allows the com-
panies to do business in
New York until at least Jan.
4, a DraftKings lawyer said.
After that a panel of judges
will rule on whether the in-
junction granted by Mendez
was appropriate.

“This is a necessary first
step on the road to an ap-
peal,” said DraftKings’ at-
torney Randy Mastro, a
partner at law firm Gibson
Dunn. “We are confident we
will prevail in appeal be-
cause daily fantasy sports
are legal in New York.”

Schneiderman last month
sent cease and desist letters
to the companies demanding
that they stop taking money
from players in the state.

FanDuel stopped letting
New York state residents
play the games after receiv-
ing the letter, but DraftK-
ings has continued operat-
ing as usual.

Since FanDuel stopped tak-
ing money from New York-
ers, entry fees in the compa-
ny’s weekly NFL games have
dropped by about 25 percent,
according to data from fanta-
sy sports analytics company
SuperLobby.

Over that same period, en-
tries into DraftKings’ NFL
guaranteed prize pool contests
are down around 12 percent.

Professional football is
the most popular sport for
daily fantasy contests.

The legal sparring comes
amid nationwide scrutiny at
the state and federal level as
to whether the games
amount to gambling. A New
York decision has the poten-
tial to ripple throughout the
country as eight other states
have gambling laws similar
to New York’s, according to
DraftKings.

Fantasy sports started in
1980 and surged in populari-
ty online. Participants typi-
cally create teams that span
an entire season in profes-
sional sports, including
American football, baseball,
basketball and hockey.

Daily fantasy sports, a
turbocharged version of the
season-long game, have de-
veloped over the past de-
cade. Players draft teams in
games played in just one
evening or over a weekend.

MARK L. BAER | USA TODAY

New England
Patriots
quarterback
Tom Brady
throws the
ball against
the Philadel-
phia Eagles
during the
second half
at Gillette
Stadium on
Sunday.


