
BUCKSPORT — Morgan
Dauk poured in 24 points to
help the George Stevens
Academy Eagles edge the
Bucksport Golden Bucks
50-48 in high
school girls
basketball ac-
tion Monday
night.

Mazie Smal-
lidge chipped in with 12
points for GSA of Blue Hill.

Cassie Coombs paced the
Golden Bucks with 19 points
and Breanna Coombs
chipped in with 13 points.

GSA: Gutow, Snow,
Chesney 0, Dauk 8-8-24, Gray
3-0-6, Brooks 2-0-4, Allen 2-0-
4, Smallidge 4-4-12, Crosby

Bucksport: Craig, Jelli-
son 4-0-11, C. Coombs 6-4-19,
B. Coombs 5-2-13, Smith 2-0-
4, Solomon 0-1-1

GSA 6-17-36-50
Bucks. 10-15-31-48
3-pt. goals: Jellison 3, C.

Coombs 3, B. Coombs

Narraguagus 60, Shead 27
At Harrington, Kelli Ken-

nedy had a game-high 27
points to help push the Nar-
raguagus Knights past
Shead. Cassidy Osgood net-
ted 11 points and Madison
Leighton chipped in with
eight.

For the Tigers, Hannah
Lank and Holly Preston
each scored eight points

while Cierra Seeley added
seven.

Shead: Preston 2-4-8,
Lank 4-0-8, Seeley 2-2-7,
Wilder 0-1-1, Kilby 1-1-3

Narraguagus: Leighton
4-0-8, Reynolds 1-2-4,

Osgood 2-7-11, Kennedy
12-3-27, Toppin 3-0-6, Reyn-
olds 0-1-1, Pray 1-1-3

3-pt. goals: Seeley

Searsport 34, Sumner 26
At Searsport, Melinda

Ogden led all scorers with 14
points as the Vikings erased
a five-point halftime deficit
to pull out the victory. Kari-
gen Coffin added eight
points.

For Sumner, Kala Young
had 13 points.

Thornton 58, Biddeford 27
At Biddeford, Ashley

Howe led all scorers with 23
points to power Thornton
Academy to victory. Barrett
Campbell chipped in 10
points.

Brittany Roy led Bidd-
eford with 15 points.

TA: Howe 7-7-23, Camp-
bell 4-2-10, Lee 3-1-7, Hart 2-0-
5, Jordan 2-0-4, Robinson 2-0-
4, Burns 1-0-2, Macomber
0-2-2, Paradis 0-1-1

Biddeford: Roy 5-4-15,
Martin 0-4-4, White 2-0-4,
Wildes 1-2-4

Thornton 22 34 48 58
Biddeford 6 10 19 27

3-pt. goals: Howe 2, Hart,
Roy

Woodland 46,Machias 32
At Machias, Lauren Cox

scored 12 points and Jennie
Cox added nine to pace
Woodland to victory over
the Bulldogs.

For Machias, Tate Dolley
led all scorers with 17 points
while Karssya Norton
chipped in 11.

Woodland: Cook 12, Cox
9, Beers 8, Fitch 6, Grass 4,
Boies 3, Smith 2, Monk 2

Machais: Tate Dolley
with 17, Karssya Norton 11,
K Cox 2, M Haskins 2

Woodland 9 20 30 46
Machias 5 13 18 32

How to report games
The BDN welcomes high

school coaches, managers,
and athletic directors to re-
port their high school games
and events.

We require schools to re-
port their games to our web-
site instead of calling or fax-
ing us.

Doing so is the best way to
guarantee that the game will
appear on the BDN website
and in the newspaper.

FOR ALL GAMES, we
ask schools to list each
team’s record and the first
and last names of players
mentioned for each team.

Also, key highlights to the
game.

FOR BASKETBALL, we
ask for the leading scorers for
both teams. Also, other stat
leaders such as assists, re-
bounds, and steals. A line-
score for score by quarters
and a scoring summary for
all players may also be added.

FOR HOCKEY, we ask
for all scorers for each team
and other available stat
leaders such as assists,
along with goalkeepers
saves and shots.

TO REPORT a game to
the BDN website go to this
link:

http://bangordailynews.
com/sports/scores/

Then click on your game,
add the information and hit
submit. Do not hit submit
until you have added all of
your information.

FOR OTHER EVENTS,
we ask schools to email re-
sults to us for high school
events, such as skiing, track
and field and wrestling.
Please email to: bdnsports@
bangordailynews.com.

FOR POSTPONED
GAMES, we ask that coach-
es and athletic directors
email us the rescheduled
date as soon as possible to
above email address.

Thank-you for taking the
time to report your games
and events.
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Penalty-plagued Bills likely tomiss playoffs
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

ORCHARD PARK, New
York — The Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers apparently were too
comfortably ahead in the race
to be the most
penalized team
in the NFL, so
the Buffalo Bills put their
pedal to the metal and rang
up 15 penalties for 101 yards
in Sunday’s loss to Philadel-
phia.

It was a defeat that pretty
much ends any talk about
Buffalo reaching the playoffs.
Barring a miracle, the Bills
will miss the postseason for
the 16th straight season.

It was a ridiculous perfor-
mance when you consider
nine of the penalties were pre-
snap — four offsides by the
defense, five false starts or il-
legal motions on the offense.

Mix in a few holding calls,
illegal hands to the face, a
facemask, and it proved to be
the undoing of the Bills.

“I think it’s more so how
we lost, in an undisciplined
way with a lot of penalties,”
wide receiver Robert Woods
said. “They did not beat us,
we beat ourselves.”

Perhaps, but this been a
trend all season with the Bills

as they incurred their sixth
game with double-digit penal-
ties, and they’re 2-4 in those
games.

“I thought we were the bet-
ter team today, but obviously
we got beat,” coach Rex Ryan
said. “We’ve got ourselves to
blame. You can’t have that
many penalties.

“It’s a no-brainier when
you jump offsides a zillion
times; I don’t know how many
holding calls, but it looked
like a record.”

Ryan and defensive coordi-
nator Dennis Thurman were
visibly irritated when they
left the field, and Thurman
was caught on camera yelling
at referee Ed Hochuli that the
officials’ performance in the
game “was a disgrace to the
NFL.”

Of course, what Thurman
failed to recognize is that the
Bills deserved almost every
penalty they were assessed,
and the officials actually
missed a couple others that
could have made it worse.

The Bills have 124 accepted
penalties for a league-high
1,086 yards. Tampa Bay has
125 for 1,027 yards. And like
the Bills, the Buccaneers (5-7)
lost Sunday and face an
equally difficult road if they

hope to reach the postseason.
Beyond the penalties, this

was simply the latest in a long
line of letdown performances
by the Bills where the stakes
were pretty high.

They knew coming into the
game that they probably
needed to win out, and they

were hoping to build off the
victory the previous week
against Houston.

Instead, the defense was
soft early, and the offense
couldn’t get anything going
in the fourth quarter, and
the result was a three-point
loss that could have

been so much different.
“I’m disgusted,” said defen-

sive end Jerry Hughes, who
had one offside penalty and
continues to lead the Bills in
penalties with 13 for 109 yards,
both figures second in the
NFL behind New Orleans cor-
nerback Brandon Browner.

“For us to be so close and
for us to kind of just lose it at
the end there is bad. This was
like our playoff game. So this
was a test for us and we didn’t
come out and play good foot-
ball. I hang my head down
low because it was just bad
ball.”

HIGH
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP

GSA Eagles hold off Golden Bucks Bengals QBwon’t
have thumb surgery
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Cincinnati Bengals quar-
terback Andy Dalton, who
fractured the thumb on his
throwing hand while mak-
ing a tackle on Sunday,
won’t need surgery and will
be “week-to-week.”

Dalton met with a hand
specialist Monday to deter-
mine the extent of the inju-
ry.

“We got positive news on
(Andy). We’ll go week-to-
week on it. He stays in a
cast,” Bengals coach Marvin
Lewis told reporters Mon-
day.

Lewis said that Dalton
will not play this Sunday
against the San Francisco
49ers.

“This was news we imag-
ined … it was the best-case
scenario,” Lewis said.

Lewis said he would not
rule out the possibility of
the Bengals signing a veter-
an quarterback to the roster.

The Bengals reportedly
have reached out to quarter-
backs Ryan Mallett and
Christian Ponder.

“It’s unfortunate that it
happened at this point in the
season,” Dalton said after
Sunday’s 33-20 loss to the
Pittsburgh Steelers. “I’ll do
everything I can to get back
as quick as I can to help this
team. I’m doing fine. There
are people way worse off
than I am.”

The injury occurred when
Dalton tackled Steelers de-
fensive end Stephon Tuitt
after throwing an intercep-
tion in the first quarter. Dal-
ton said he wasn’t immedi-
ately aware of the extent of
his injury.

“I tried to grip a ball on
the sideline and thought it
was just a bruise I could
(play) through,” Dalton said.
“But I went in and got the
X-ray.”

A.J. McCarron becomes
the starter and is the only
other quarterback on the ac-
tive roster. The Bengals
have Keith Wenning on the
practice squad.

McCarron, who had just
four career pass attempts,
replaced Dalton on Sunday
and went 22 of 32 for 280
yards and two touchdowns
along with two intercep-
tions. McCarron will make
his first NFL
start at San
Francisco.

M a l l e t t
and Ponder
were contact-
ed by the
Bengals, but
no decision
has been
reached, a
source told Pro Football
Talk. Ponder was recently
released by the Denver
Broncos. Mallett recently
worked out for the Balti-
more Ravens and was cut by
the Houston Texans earlier
in the season.

Jason Campbell, who
was the Bengals’ backup
last season, retired last
summer and has previous-
ly said he is not interested
in a return.

It was a disastrous Sun-
day for the Bengals, whose
hopes of securing the top
overall seed in the AFC took
a hit with Dalton and tight
end Tyler Eifert leaving the
game with injuries.

Eifert was placed under
the concussion protocol
after taking a hard hit to
the head during the Ben-
gals’ opening drive from
Steelers safety Mike Mitch-
ell, who was flagged for hit-
ting a defenseless receiver.
Linebacker Vontaze Burf-
ict went to the locker room
and was evaluated for a
head injury in the second
half.

Pats’ defense stands out inwin overTexans
BY MOISEKAPENDA BOWER
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

HOUSTON — The Patriots
rightfully celebrated the re-
turn from injury of tight end
Rob Gronkowski on Sunday
night, but it was
the New Eng-
land defense
that left the most lasting, un-
forgettable impression.

The Patriots’ defensive
front beat up Texans quarter-
back Brian Hoyer throughout
and helped New England
clinch a seventh consecutive
playoff berth with a 27-6 vic-
tory over the Houston Texans
at NRG Stadium.

Gronkowski set up the first
touchdown in the first quar-
ter and recorded the second
late in the second quarter to
provide the Patriots (11-2)
with what proved to be an in-
surmountable 11-point lead at
the break.

The cushion was comfort-
able thanks to the New Eng-
land defense, which harassed
Hoyer relentlessly as the Pa-
triots snapped a brief two-
game skid.

“These guys did a good job,
they really did,” Patriots coach
Bill Belichick said of his de-
fense. “Weplayeda lotofdiffer-
ent people as we’ve been doing
on the front. Our linebackers
did their job, they did cover-
age. We gave up three big
plays, but on a down-in, down-
out basis, I thought we com-
peted well, tackled pretty well
and we were able to get off the
field on third down.”

The Patriots regained pos-
session of the top seed in the
AFC standings after the Cin-
cinnati Bengals (10-3) and
Denver Broncos (10-3) lost ear-
lier Sunday.

The Texans (6-7) amassed
17 yards on 17 plays in the
third quarter, with Patriots
ends Rob Ninkovich and Ja-
baal Sheard recording sacks
of Hoyer that totaled 31 yards.

After the Patriots produced
just a 49-yard Stephen Gost-
kowski field goal in the third
quarter, New England
stretched their lead to three
touchdowns early in the
fourth following yet another
sack of Hoyer.

With the Texans pinned
deep in their own territory,
Sheard dropped Hoyer and
forced a fumble that defensive
tackle Malcom Brown recov-
ered at the Texans 7. Three
plays later, running back
James White scored on a
2-yard run for a 27-6 lead with
12:04 left in the game.

“Couldn’t move the ball on
offenseatall,”TexanscoachBill
O’Brien said. “Thought the de-
fense did some good things, but
not enough, and special teams,
we didn’t play very well.”

The Patriots sacked Hoyer
five times before knocking
him out of the game midway
through the fourth quarter.
The Texans produced just 189
total yards and seven first
downs, and they breached the
red zone once.

Gronkowski stands out
Gronkowski is the straw

that stirs the Patriots’ drink.
The Patriots were no offen-
sive juggernaut against the
Texans, amassing just 313
total yards. However, when
Brady needed to make a play,
he once again had Gronkows-
ki to rely upon. Gronkowski
produced a 45-yard reception
to set up the first New Eng-
land touchdown and scored
over Texans safety Quintin

Demps for the second. He
clearly was missed last week
while out with a knee injury.
“It’s always good to make a
play, get a touchdown,”
Gronkowski said. “The icing
on that cake is the win.

Bolden a reliable back
In a pinch, the Patriots can

rely upon running back Bran-
don Bolden. Starting running
back LeGarrette Blount was
averaging 5.3 yards per carry
and pacing the Patriots’
ground attack before he was
lost to a hip injury in the sec-
ond quarter. Enter Bolden,
who ran hard and effectively,
producing 51 yards on 16 car-
ries. The Patriots could not
afford to abandon the run
with Blount sidelined, and
Bolden ensured that they
would not.

Defensive depth
The Patriots’ depth on

their defensive front contin-
ues to pay dividends. New
England coach Bill Belichick
lauded the performance of his
defense, with allowed just
seven first downs, 189 yards
and produced six sacks of
Texans quarterbacks. The Pa-
triots’ liberal rotations kept
everyone fresh and allowed
Sheard to deliver the knock-
out blow with his second sack
of Hoyer early in the fourth
quarter.

McCourty sidelined
Safety Devin McCourty

suffered a sprained ankle in
Sunday’s game and will
miss some games, according
to reports Monday.

NFL Media’s Ian Rapoport
reported that X-rays were
negative but the Patriots are
not sure if the sprain is the
high-ankle variety, which
typically carries a more sig-
nificant rehabilitation time.

TROY TAORMINA | USA TODAY

Houston Texans quarterback Brian Hoyer (right) attempts
to avoid pressure from New England Patriots defensive
end Jabaal Sheard during the first quarter at NRG Stadium
on Sunday night. The Patriots won 27-6.

Dalton

NFL

OleMiss football player
chargedwith possession
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Mississippi defensive
tackle Robert Nkemdiche
was charged with posses-
sion of marijuana following
a fall from a hotel wall on
Saturday night.

The Atlanta Police De-
partment released a report
Monday and said seven
rolled marijuana cigarettes
in a hotel room were tied to
Nkemdiche, considered a
likely top-10 draft pick by
NFLDraftScout.com, at the
Grand Hyatt Atlanta in
Buckhead.

Nkemdiche suffered cuts
and was admitted to an area
hospital Saturday when he
fell approximately 15 feet
down a wall at the Grand
Hyatt Atlanta in Buckhead.

Nkemdiche was trans-
ported to Grady Memorial
Hospital.

Ole Miss coach Hugh
Freeze said in a statement
Sunday: “We are still learn-
ing about the matter, but
obviously Robert’s wellbe-

ing is our greatest con-
cern.”

GI Squad and a Narcotics
Unit responded to the scene
with a Crime Scene Unit, ac-
cording to a report released
Sunday and published my
multiple outlets.

“It appears that the vic-
tim broke the window and
then walked approximately
15 feet and climbed over a
wall and fell approximately
15 feet,” according to the re-
port.

Nkemdiche, a junior, has
recorded 29 tackles and
three sacks this season. Nke-
mdiche was named Sunday
to the AP All-American sec-
ond team. He missed two
games for the Rebels this
season after he suffered a
concussion against Mem-
phis on Oct. 17.

Nkemdiche is ranked as
the No. 4 2016 draft prospect
overall by NFLDraftScout.
com.

Mississippi will play
Oklahoma State in the Sugar
Bowl on Jan. 1.

JAMES LANG | USA TODAY

Philadelphia
Eagles run-
ning back Dar-
ren Sproles
(center)
scores a
touchdown as
Buffalo Bills
defensive end
Stefan
Charles (left)
defends in the
first quarter
at Lincoln Fi-
nancial Field
on Sunday.

NFL


