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Pats’ Bradymisses practice
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

New England Patriots quar-
terbackTomBradymissedFri-
day’s prac-
tice because
of an undis-
closed ill-
ness and was listed as ques-
tionable for Sunday’s game
against the Tennessee Titans.

Even though Brady is offi-
cially questionable on the
team’s injury report Friday,
the Patriots expect him to
make the start, according to
multiple reports.

If Brady’s illness takes a
turn for the worse, the Patriots
would turn to Jimmy Garop-
polo.

Brady has not missed a
game since the final week of
the 2008 regular season, which
was the last of 15 games he
missedafter tearinghisACLin
the season opener.

Tight end Rob Gronkowski
and center Bryan Stork missed
Friday’s practice but neither
was absent for injury-related
reasons. They are both listed
as probable to play.

Starting safety Devin Mc-
Courty returned to practice on
a limited basis after missing
two practices with an ankle in-
jury suffered in last Sunday
night’s win over the Houston
Texans. He was listed as ques-
tionable.

Wide receiver Julian Edel-
man (foot) was listed as doubt-
ful after missing the last four
games following surgery for a
broken foot.

Linebackers Jonathan
Freeny (hand) and Eric Martin
have (concussion) were ruled
out.

The Patriots (11-2) host the
Titans (3-10) at 1 p.m. Sunday
(CBS-TV). New England will
clinch a first-round bye with a
win and a Denver loss. The Pa-
triots already have another
playoff bid wrapped up and
will spend the last three regu-
lar-season games solidifying
their position in the AFC.

New England (11-2) snapped
out of a two-game slide with a
27-6 victory over Houston last
week in a game that marked
the return of Gronkowski
(knee) but resulted in the loss

of running back LeGarrette
Blount (hip) for the rest of the
season. The Patriots, who will
lean even more on emerging
rusher James White, need a
win plus a Denver loss or a win
plus a Cincinnati loss and a
Denver tie to lock up one of the
AFC’s top two playoff seeds.

The Titans are at the com-
plete opposite end of the spec-
trum and are staring at anoth-
er year of drafting in the top
five, though rookie quarter-
back Marcus Mariota is giving
the team hope for the future.
The Oregon product has two
games this season with four
touchdown passes and no in-
terceptions and has thrown for
at least 218 yards in each of his
last four starts.

ABOUT THE TITANS (3-
10): The majority of Mariota’s
passes have gone in the direc-
tion of tight end Delanie Walk-
er, and the two are forming a
strong bond. “He’s such a good
player,” interim coach Mike
Mularkey told reporters of
Walker. “He’s been very good
for Marcus. Marcus trusts that
he’s going to be where he’s sup-
posed to be, and if he’s not the
primary, he knows he can
comebackandDelanieisgoing
to be where he’s supposed to be
and Delanie’s going to make a
play for him.” Walker leads the
team with 74 receptions (41
more than Kendal Wright), 871
yards and four touchdowns.

ABOUT THE PATRIOTS
(11-2): White slowly is taking
on the role Dion Lewis played

before going down with a sea-
son-ending injury in Week 8
and is making his biggest im-
pact in the passing game. “I
think he’s earned everybody’s
trust, not just mine,” Brady
told reporters of White. “He’s
done a great job for our team
when he’s been in there. He’s
very dependable, consistent.
He made a great play the other
night on that catch to give him
thechancetogoupover thetop
of a safety. He runs it good.
He’s smart, he’s tough.” New
EnglandsignedWhite’s former
Wisconsin backfield mate,
Montee Ball, to the practice
squad and also will lean on
Brandon Bolden in the run-
ning game.

KEY MATCHUP: Titans
offensive line vs. Patriots DE
Jabaal Sheard: An unsung
standout this season, Sheard
has 6.0 sacks and 10 quarter-
back hits in his first season
with New England. NE head
coach Bill Belichick praised
Sheard’s ability to be a factor
from the inside or outside after
playing primarily at left end
while in Cleveland.

NOTES: Titans CB Jason
McCourty (groin) is out while
his twin brother, Patriots S
Devin McCourty (ankle), is
questionable. ... The Titans
claimed WR Damaris Johnson
off waivers from the Patriots
this week. ... New England
earned a 59-0 win behind six
TD passes from Brady the last
time it hosted Tennessee on
Oct. 18, 2009.
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Tennessee Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota leaves the
field Sunday after losing to the New York Jets at MetLife
Stadium.

BroncosQBManning sits out practicewith sore foot
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Denver Broncos quarter-
back Peyton Manning had a
slight setback Friday because
of soreness
in his left
foot after
two straight
days of practice.

Manning was held out of
Friday’s practice as he recov-
ers from a torn plantar fascia
near his left heel. The 39-year-
old veteran said his foot was
sore when arrived at the
Broncos’ facility.

“We just said let’s stop for
the weekend and go from
there,” head coach Gary Ku-
biak said after practice. “He
will make the trip and be part
of everything we are doing,
be on the sidelines or the
press box. I imagine it would
be on the sidelines. … We’ll
pick back up Monday.”

Kubiak said Thursday that
he liked what he saw from
Manning after practices on
Wednesday and Thursday.

“A little bit more, a few
more periods,” Kubiak said
Thursday of Manning’s work-
load. “He got in the grouping-
type stuff, got in the noise, so
to speak, as we had talked.
Yeah, he did a little bit more.
He looked good. It went well.”

Manning had played the
role of scout-team quarter-
back this week as Brock Os-
weiler continued to get the
first-team reps with the of-
fense. Osweiler, who is 3-1

with Manning sidelined, will
make his fifth consecutive
start for the Broncos.

“Peyton has been taking
the defensive stuff for us, and
again, a lot of individual
(work),” Kubiak said Thurs-
day. “We’ve done a lot of indi-
vidual with him and stuff. His
progression from one day to
the next has been good.

“I’m just focused on watch-
ing him work, really more
than anything. That’s the big-
gest thing. Watching his indi-
vidual periods, watching him
throw, watching him work
and move around today. I like
the progression. I like the
way he’s coming along.”

Manning won’t be active
for Sunday’s game against
the Pittsburgh Steelers, but
Kubiak declined to address
who will be the starter when
the Broncos host the Cincin-
nati Bengals for a Monday
night game on Dec. 28.

Manning has not played
since Nov. 15 when he threw
four interceptions in a loss to
the Kansas City Chiefs. After
the game, the plantar fascia
tear was revealed.

Meanwhile, Archie Man-
ning told WDSU-TV in New
Orleans that his son’s foot has
been bothering him “five or
six months.”

“He’s really had this foot
problem that’s been going on
for five or six months,” Ar-
chie Manning said Thursday.
“He’s not going to think about
retirement right now. He’s

trying to get well. He wants to
get well. He’s got a team there
that’s in the middle of a play-
off run he wants to help. If he
gets back on the field, he
wants to be ready.”

Peyton Manning has said
he suffered the injury during
the Broncos’ loss in India-
napolis on Nov. 8 when he
aggravated the foot on the ar-
tificial turf.

Kubiak was asked about
Archie Manning’s claim.

“I just heard about that,”
Kubiak said Friday. “I just
know his foot’s been sore
since we left Indianapolis. So,
it’s something we’ve been
dealing with, dealing with the
right way and trying to get
him back to where he feels
really good and the progress

has been very good.”
Packers’ Shields ruled out

with concussion
Green Bay Packers corner-

back Sam Shields was ruled
out for Sunday’s game at the
Oakland Raiders after he did
not clear the concussion pro-
tocol, head coach Mike Mc-
Carthy said Friday.

Shields suffered a concus-
sion in the second quarter
against the Dallas Cowboys
last Sunday.

Rookie cornerbacks Dam-
arious Randall and Quinten
Rollins will see more action
during the game, McCarthy
said.

“The young defensive
backs have done a good job,”
McCarthy said. “They’ve had
the whole week to prepare, so
we’ll be ready to go.”

Wide receiver Davante
Adams was added to the inju-
ry report following Thurs-
day’s practice because of a
foot injury.

Wide receiver Ty Mont-
gomery, who hasn’t played
since Week 6 on Oct. 18, was
unable to practice Thursday
after a setback with his ankle
injury.
Panthers’ Olsen cleared to

play
Carolina Panthers tight

end Greg Olsen has been
cleared to play and corner-
back Charles Tillman will
return to action as the team
attempts to remain unbeat-
en on Sunday against the
New York Giants.

Olsen injured his left
knee in last week’s 38-0
drubbing of the Atlanta Fal-
cons. He sat out a practice
early in the week but was a
full participant on Friday
and was listed as probable.

Olsen, who has played in
139 consecutive games, has
65 receptions for 969 yards
this season.

Tillman has missed the
last four games due to a knee
injury. His return is timely
as cornerback Bene Men-
wikere suffered a season-
ending fractured leg against
the Falcons.
Jaguars’ Yeldon unlikely to

play
Jacksonville Jaguars run-

ning back T.J. Yeldon is
listed as doubtful with a
knee injury for Sunday’s
game against the Atlanta
Falcons.

Yeldon sprained a liga-
ment in his left knee last Sat-
urday against the Indianapo-
lis Colts. The injury prevent-
ed him from practicing but
the Jaguars haven’t yet ruled
him out of the contest.

Third-year pro Denard
Robinson has received the
first-team practice workload
and is in line to make his
first start of the season.
Redskins’ Jackson set for

Sunday
Washington Redskins re-

ceiverDeSeanJacksonis listed
as probable and he is expected
to play in Sunday’s game
against the Buffalo Bills.

Jackson injured his left
knee in last week’s game
against the Chicago Bears
and sat out a practice earlier
in the week. He has been a
limited participant each of
the past two days and was
reported to be running well
on Friday.

Seattle’s Chancellor
questionable

Seattle Seahawks safety
Kam Chancellor is listed as
questionable for Sunday’s
game against the Cleveland
Browns.

Chancellor suffered a pelvis
injury in last Sunday’s game
against the Baltimore Ravens.
Coach Pete Carroll described
Chancellor as “pretty sore”
earlier in the week.

Safety Deshawn Shead
(ankle) is also listed as ques-
tionable.
Cowboys’McClainwon’tplay

Dallas Cowboys lineback-
er Rolando McClain was
ruled out for Saturday
night’s game against the
New York Jets because of a
concussion.

McClain took part in the
walkthroughs Tuesday
through Thursday but did
not practice during the
week. McClain missed the
first four games of the sea-
son because of a suspension.
He has 63 tackles and one
sack in nine games this sea-
son.

Anthony Hitchens will re-
place McClain at middle
linebacker.

Peyton Manning
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Vatrano, Bergeron propel
Bruins past Penguins 6-2
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

PITTSBURGH — Boston
center Frank Vatrano
scored three
goals, cen-
ter Patrice
Bergeron had two more and
the Bruins scored goals four
different ways to sweep a
home-and-home series
against the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins, winning 6-2 Friday
night.

Left winger Loui Eriks-
son also had a goal as the
Bruins scored goals 5-on-5,
4-on-4, short-handed and on
the power play to support
goaltender Tuukka Rask,
who made 30 saves in im-
proving to 8-0-2 in his last 10
games. The Bruins are 11-2-2
on the road this season.

The Bruins followed up a
3-0 win in Boston on Wednes-
day and now are 10-1-1 in
their last 12 against the Pen-
guins, including playoff
games. The Penguins, 1-5-1
in their last seven, lost their
fourth in a row and are 0-3
under new coach Mike Sul-
livan, who coached Boston
from 2003-06.

Penguins rookie right
winger Conor Sheary scored
his first NHL goal and added
an assist, and Sidney Crosby
had two assists but the
NHL’s 28th-ranked offense
did little else against Rask,
who won his last five. Pitts-
burgh was 0-for-5 on the
power play and is 0-for-19 in
its last seven games.

The Bruins led 3-2 enter-
ing the third period, then
scored three more times
against goalie Jeff Zatkoff,
with Vatrano scoring twice
in the period. Vatrano had
two goals in his first 16
games.

Sheary, who made his

NHL debut Wednesday
night in Boston, moved up to
Crosby’s top line after less
than 17 minutes of playing
time and immediately pro-
duced a goal. Crosby gath-
ered the puck following left
winger Chris Kunitz’s hit on
center Bergeron along the
boards and found Sheary in
the low slot for a wrister at
8:20.

The goal stopped Rask’s
scoreless streak of 150:49
against Pittsburgh.

But Sheary’s former team-
mate at the University of
Massachusetts, Vatrano, an-
swered 1:43 later by snapping
off a shot from the top of the
left circle for his third goal.

Bergeron scored Boston’s
sixth short-handed goal of
the season to make it 2-1
only 1:03 into the second pe-
riod after center Brad
Marchand outfought three
Penguins for the puck and
fed Bergeron for a wrist shot
from the high slot.

Defenseman Trevor Daley
scored his first goal for Pitts-
burgh four days after being
traded by the Chicago Black-
hawks. Daley scored on a
slap shot from high above
the right circle at 2:39, but
Boston regained the lead
with another special-teams
goal.

Only 17 seconds after Pen-
guins defenseman Ian Cole
went off for high sticking,
Eriksson was denied by Zat-
koff on his first two attempts
only to put a third into the
net for a power-play goal
and his 12th goal of the sea-
son. Boston’s power play
leads the league.

Zatkoff started back-to-
back NHL games for the
first time because of normal
No. 1 Marc-Andre Fleury’s
concussion.

Capitals 5, Lightning 3
WASHINGTON — Alex

Ovechkin scored a pair of
power-play goals and added
two assists, and Marcus Jo-
hansson’s power-play tally
put Washington ahead with
5:44 left as the Capitals ral-
lied from a 3-0 deficit to de-
feat the Tampa Bay Light-
ning 5-3 on Friday night.

Washington right winger
T.J. Oshie, who ended the
night with an empty-netter,
also had an unassisted goal,
which pulled Washington to
within 3-2 early in the third
before Ovechkin tied it with
9:58 left. Oshie added two as-
sists.

Washington goaltender
Philipp Grubauer, who re-
placed starter Braden Holt-
by after Tampa Bay’s Steven
Stamkos made it 3-0 at 9:04 of
the second period, stopped
all seven shots he faced.

The Capitals have won
four straight and 11 of 13.
They are 20-2-2 in last 24 home
games against Lightning.

Stamkos ended a 10-game
goal drought for the Light-
ning, who also got goals
from center Alex Killorn
and defenseman Andrej
Sustr.

Lightning goalie Ben
Bishop, who fell to 1-6-1 life-
time against the Capitals,
stopped 18 shots.

Washington pulled to
within one when Oshie skat-
ed down the left side and
beat Bishop on the short
side. Minutes later Ovech-
kin got the puck at the top of
the zone, deked a defender
and wristed a shot by Bish-
op to tie it.

Johansson’s go-ahead
goal came when he finished
off a passing sequence that
started with Ovechkin and
Oshie.
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Boston Bruins left wing Loui Eriksson (21) celebrates with center Max Talbot (25) after
scoring a goal against the Pittsburgh Penguins during the second period at the CONSOL
Energy Center on Friday. The Bruins won 6-2.
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The Hawks came out and
scored the first five points of
the second half to take the
lead, but Thomas took over
the offense and shot and
passed the Celtics back into
the lead.

Boston got the lead up to
seven with Crowder scoring
eight straight points, but a
Sefolosha tap on a fast break
at the buzzer made it a two-
point game.

Magic 102, Trail Blazers 94
ORLANDO, Fla. — Cen-

ter Nikola Vucevic and
forward Tobias Harris
each scored 25 points to
lead the Orlando Magic
to a 102-94 victory over

the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers on Friday night at the
Amway Center.

The Magic (15-11) won
their third consecutive
game and ninth in the last
12. The Trail Blazers (11-17),
who play Sunday in Miami,
lost their second consecu-
tive game.

Harris and Vucevic had
12 and 11 rebounds, respec-
tively. Point guard Elfrid
Payton had 19 points and six
rebounds. Reserve Victor
Oladipo scored 15 points, in-
cluding nine in the fourth
quarter.

Guard C.J. McCollum
led the Trail Blazers with
29 points. Point guard Da-
mian Lillard had 17 points
and 10 assists but made
only 4 of 15 shots from the
field and committed five
turnovers. Forward Al-

Farouq Aminu had 16
points and reserve for-
ward Allen Crabbe added
14 points.

The Magic scored the first
seven points of the fourth
quarter — five by Oladipo
— to build a 13-point lead
and kept control throughout
the fourth quarter. The Trail
Blazers never got closer
than six points in the fourth.

The Trail Blazers rallied
late with four 3-point bas-
kets in the final 3:20 — in-
cluding two by Aminu — but
it was too little too late.

The Magic led 74-68 going
into the fourth quarter.

McCollum hit the first
basket of the third quarter,
but that was the only time
the Trail Blazers led in the
second half. They trailed by
as many as 11 points in the
third quarter.


