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Women’s Basketball
MAINE vs. PURDUE

Time, site: Monday, 7 p.m., Mackey Arena, West Lafayette, Indiana
Records: Maine 9-4, Purdue 8-2
Series, last meeting: 1st meeting
Key players: Maine — 5-8 G Sigi Koizar (17.6 points per game, 3.5 rebounds

per game, 3.9 assists per game, 1.6 steals per game), 5-10 G/F Liz Wood (9.8
ppg, 7.7 rpg, 2.8 apg, 2.9 spg), 6-2 F Mikaela Gustafsson (8.4 ppg, 4.1 rpg, .518
FG pct.), 5-8 G Sophie Weckstrom (7.7 ppg, 2.2 apg), 5-10 G Chantel Charles
(6.1 ppg), 5-11 F Bella Swan (5.9 ppg, 4.2 rpg); Purdue — 5-7 G April Wilson
(15.1 ppg, 3.9 rpg, 5.5 apg), 5-9 G Ashley Morrissette (12.6 ppg, 3.3 rpg, 2.3
apg), 6-2 F Bridget Perry (11.1 ppg, 6.4 rpg), 5-10 G Andreona Keys (7.9 ppg,
5.3 rpg, 2.4 apg), 6-6 C Nora Kiesler (4.5 ppg, 4.0 rpg)

Game notes: The Black Bears, fresh off Friday’s 75-42 drubbing of Clemson,
face what may be their biggest test of the season thus far. UMaine meets Purdue
of the Big Ten Conference, a program led by former Black Bears head coach
Sharon Versyp, who is in her 10th season. The Boilermakers, who are 38th in the
RPI rankings, are a typical Versyp team built around defense. Purdue, which has
won three in a row, is giving up 53.5 ppg on 36 percent shooting. Both UMaine
and Purdue have beaten LSU and lost to Boston College this season.

Men’s Basketball
MAINE vs. HOLY CROSS

Time, site: Monday, 7:05 p.m., Hart Center, Worcester, Massachusetts
Records: Maine 2-8, Holy Cross 4-6
Series, last meeting: Holy Cross leads 7-1, Holy Cross 57-54 on 11/14/12
Key players: Maine — 6-7 F Devine Eke (11.6 points per game, 7.3 rebounds

per game), 5-10 G Kevin Little (13.2 ppg, 2.6 assists per game), 6-8 F Till Gloger
(6.9 ppg, 3.0 rpg), 5-11 G Aaron Calixte (6.6 ppg, 2.1 apg), 6-6 G/F Garet Beal
(5.9 ppg), 6-0 G Ryan Bernstein (4.7 ppg, 2.7 apg); Holy Cross — 6-6 G Robert
Champion (11.6 ppg, 4.8 rpg), 6-7 F Malachi Alexander (11.1 ppg, 5.9 rpg, 3.1
apg), 6-2 G Cullen Hamilton (9.6 ppg), 6-6 F Karl Charles (9.1 ppg, 3.3 rpg, 2.2
apg), 5-10 G Anthony Thompson (7.8 ppg, 2.6 apg), 6-11 C Matt Husek (7.4 ppg,
4.1 rpg)

Game notes: The Black Bears will try to get back on the winning track after
Saturday’s 70-53 setback at Fordham, which was their fifth in a row. UMaine
committed 27 turnovers in that contest. Holy Cross of the Patriot League halted
a three-game skid with a 90-68 victory over Hartford of America East on Dec.
12. The Crusaders also have lost to UMaine rivals New Hampshire and Albany.
This could be a high-scoring affair, as both teams are allowing opponents to
shoot at least 46 percent. Little broke loose for a career-high 25 points at Ford-
ham, but the Bears couldn’t find other consistent scorers.

College Basketball

UMaine
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exchanged the lead eight
times in the opening 14 min-
utes.

However, Fordham pulled
in front by outscoring
UMaine 18-6 over the last 8
minutes, 36 seconds of the
first half.

During that span, UMaine
went 1-for-9 from the floor
and committed nine turn-
overs. The hosts managed
only seven points off those
turnovers, but built a 35-26
halftime lead that it never
relinquished.

Two Eke free throws at
the 8:54 mark of the first half
had given the Black Bears a
20-17 lead, but they struggled
heading into intermission.

Anderson’s foul shot and
a layup by Roomes tied the

game for Fordham, the Jon
Severe made one of two from
the line and Chartouny
scored a layup to give the
hosts a three-point edge
with 6:01 left in the half.

Neither team scored for
almost two minutes before
Chartouny stuck a 3 and
Little answered for UMaine
with a conventional three-
point play. But Nemanja
Zarkovic drove in for layups
17 seconds apart, Rhoomes
converted two free throws
and, Anderson dunked after
an Aaron Calixte turnover
to help send the Rams on
their way.

Fordham extended its ad-
vantage to as many as 18
points in the second half and
UMaine never was able to
get closer than 10.

The Black Bears return to
action on Monday night
with a 7:05 contest at Holy
Cross.

want to win, and they’re
working extremely hard.
We’re getting better.”

Bangor forced eight Deer-
ing turnovers while building
a 15-9 lead as Luke Tuell hit a

follow-up jumper, Logan
Alley had a press-breaking
layup and Dorman converted
a 3-point play off a drive to
close out the first period.

Deering soon turned full-
court defense into instant
offense, with Williams and
Chikuta sparking a run of 12
unanswered points to help
their team take a 30-25 half-
time lead.
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Denver Broncos for third on
the NFL’s all-time 1ist.

Brady, saying he felt
“fine” after being sick Fri-
day and questionable for the
game, hit tight end Rob
Gronkowski and running
back James White (seven
catches, 71 yards and a
70-yarder called back) with
his 34th and 35th touchdown
passes of the season — his
fourth 35-touchdown season,
tying him with Peyton Man-
ning for the all-time record.

Brady, who finished 23 of 35
for 267 yards, said White “has
gained a lot of trust from every-
body,” since sliding into the
third-down back role after
Lewiswentdown.Whitescored
on a 30-yard catch and run.

Tennessee rookie quarter-

back Marcus Mariota, whose
fumble off a sack by defensive
end Chandler Jones gave the
Patriots their third touch-
down, left the game in the
second quarter with a knee
injury. He could have re-
turned but was held out.

Zach Mettenberger re-
placed Mariota and hit tight
end Delanie Walker with two
touchdown passes, Walker’s
fifth and sixth touchdown
catches of the season. Walker
broke the Titans’ franchise
record for receiving yards by
a tight end (935 yards) and
catches by a tight end (76
catches).

Mettenberger was 20 of 28
for 242 yards and two inter-
ceptions.

“It’s tough but Mett came
in and did a great job,” said
running back David Cobb.
“He made some great
throws, but you have to pro-
tect him. No matter who is

back there you have to pro-
tect them.”

Jones added a sack in the
third quarter, giving him a
career-high 12.5 for the sea-
son, tied for third place on the
team’s all-time list. The Patri-
ots had five sacks in the game.

Gronkowski dedicated the
game to his friend, Dana Par-
enteau, who died late in the
week. Gronkowski, who
missed practice on Friday be-
cause of the death, had five
catches for 54 yards. “I know
he was up there watching,”
Gronkowski said.

New England wide receiv-
er Keshawn Martin ripped off
a 70-yard kick return and was
guilty of a pass interference
call that wiped out a 70-yard
catch and run by White in the
fourth quarter.

Late in the fourth quar-
ter, linebacker Jamie Col-
lins ran 51 yards with a
deflected interception.

NOTES: New England
rookie RB Joey Isoefa was
summoned from the Patriots
practice squad to be the third
running back and showed
power on a 15-yard run that
left CB Coty Sensabaugh be-
hind. His NFL debut produced
51 yards on 14 carries. “He’s a
grinder — hard-working kid,”
said coach Bill Belichick. …
The Titans have allowed 102
points in their last three
games. … New England C
Bryan Stork was inactive.
“Coaching decision,” said
Belichick. … WR Damaris
Johnson, claimed off waivers
by the Titans from New Eng-
land earlier in the week, was
inactive. … New England RB
Montee Ball, picked up earlier
in the week, remained on the
practice squad. … The end of
the game meant the start of
preparing Gillette Stadium
for the NHL’s Winter Classic
on Jan. 1
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Panthers stay unbeatenwith FG in final seconds
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

EAST RUTHERFORD,
New Jersey — Carolina pre-
served a perfect season
thanks to Graham Gano’s
43-yard field goal with five
seconds remaining after
blowing a huge third-quar-
ter lead, beating the New
York Giants
38-35 on Sun-
day.

The Pan-
thers (14-0) wrapped up the
top spot in the NFC playoffs
and clinched home-field ad-
vantage, but it was a strug-
gle in the last 20 minutes of
the game. The Panthers
went up 35-7 when wide re-
ceiver Ted Ginn caught a
14-yard pass for quarterback
Cam Newton’s fifth touch-
down toss of the day when
the Giants went on a roll to
respond to 28 unanswered
points from Carolina.

Newton led the Panthers
to their 18th straight regu-
lar-season victory. He has
thrown for 19 touchdowns in
the last five games and a ca-
reer-best 33 this season.

Giants wide receiver
Odell Beckham Jr. was
flagged for three personal
fouls in the game and tested
the patience of officials with
repeated on-field tantrums.
He was never tossed, and
caught a 14-yard touchdown
pass in the fourth quarter to
tie the game at 35-35, cap-
ping a two-minutes, 31-sec-
ond drive. The Giants
dropped to 6-8.

Steelers 34, Broncos 27
PITTSBURGH — Ben Ro-

ethlisberger threw for 380
yards and three touchdowns
— including a game-win-
ning 23-yard strike to Anto-
nio Brown with 3:24 remain-
ing — as Pittsburgh rallied
from a 17-point deficit to
beat Denver.

Roethlisberger’s second
touchdown pass to Brown,
who had 16 receptions for
189 yards, broke a 27-27 tie
and gave the Steelers (9-5)
their fifth win in six games.

Roethlisberger completed
40 of 55 against the NFL’s
No. 1 defense in points (17.3
per game) and total yards
(272.3) allowed. The Broncos
had two interceptions, in-
cluding a pick by linebacker
Brandon Marshall with 2:08
left at the Steelers’ 41.

Brock Osweiler, subbing
for injured Peyton Manning
for the fifth straight game,
threw three touchdowns
passes and ran for another
as the Broncos built a 27-10
lead in the second quarter.
But Denver (10-4) failed to
score in the second half to
see its lead in the AFC West
over the Kansas City Chiefs
trimmed to one game.

Packers 30, Raiders 20
OAKLAND, California —

Quarterback Aaron Rodgers
threw for 204 yards and a
touchdown and rookie cor-
nerback Damarious Randall
returned an interception 43
yards for a score to lead
Green Bay.

The Packers (10-4) official-
ly clinched a postseason
spot midway through the
first quarter when Carolina
defeated the New York Gi-
ants with a last-second field
goal. Green Bay outside line-
backer Julius Peppers had 2
1/2 sacks, giving him 135 for
his career.

Green Bay defeated the
Raiders (6-8) for the seventh
straight time and eliminated
Oakland from playoff con-
tention on a rainy day by
San Francisco Bay. For the
13th consecutive season, the
Raiders will finish without a
winning record.

Raiders wide receiver
Amari Cooper caught six
passes for 120 yards and a
career-high two touch-
downs. Cooper became the
first rookie in Raiders his-
tory with 1,000 receiving
yards in a season.

Texans 16, Colts 10
INDIANAPOLIS — Third-

string quarterback Brandon
Weeden came off the bench
in the second quarter to
throw the deciding touch-
down pass, and Nick Novak
kicked three field goals,
leading Houston to a victory
against Indianapolis and
sole possession of the AFC
South lead.

Weeden, who finished 11
of 18 for 105 yards, replaced
T.J. Yates with 1:14 left in
the first half after Yates sus-
tained a serious knee injury
on a 19-yard scramble.

With the victory, the Tex-
ans are 7-7 and control their
destiny in the AFC South. A
victory at Tennessee and an-
other at home against Jack-

sonville would end the Colts’
dominance in the AFC
South, won by the Colts in
nine of the 13 seasons the
division existed. Indianapo-
lis is now 6-8 and has lost
three in a row.

Chiefs 34, Ravens 14
BALTIMORE — Kansas

City took advantage of sev-
eral miscues and continued
its recent surge toward the
playoffs with an easy victo-
ry over Baltimore.

The Chiefs (9-5) became the
first team in NFL history to
bounce back from a five-game
losing streak with eight
straight wins in the same sea-
son. The Ravens (4-10) suf-
fered their third, three-game
losing streak of the season.

Chiefs cornerback Mar-
cus Peters returned an inter-
ception 90 yards for a touch-
down, while safety Tyvon
Branch picked up a fumble
and ran 73 yards for a score.
Kansas City quarterback
Alex Smith did an effective
job managing the game,
completing 21 of 25 for 171
yards with a touchdown and
a quarterback rating of
108.5.

Vikings 38, Bears 17
MINNEAPOLIS — Teddy

Bridgewater fired four touch-
down passes and Minnesota
won for the first time in a
month, defeating Chicago.

Bridgewater also ran for a
touchdown and passed for
231 yards as the Vikings (9-5)
snapped a two-game losing
streak and assured them-
selves of their first winning
season since 2012.

The Bears (5-9) lost their
third consecutive game and
are assured of back-to-back
losing seasons for the first
time since 2003-04.

Redskins 35, Bills 25
WASHINGTON — Kirk

Cousins tied his career high
with four touchdown passes,
including two to tight end
Jordan Reed, and ran for
another score as Washing-
ton defeated Buffalo to re-

main atop the NFC East.
Wide receiver DeSean

Jackson caught six passes for
153 yards, including a 77-yard
score for the Redskins (7-7),
who posted consecutive wins
for the first time since Weeks
7-8 of last season.

Cousins completed 22 of
28 passes for 319 yards, with
no interceptions. Reed had
seven catches for 84 yards.
Quarterback Tyrod Taylor
hit on 16 of 27 attempts for
235 yards and two touch-
downs for Buffalo (6-8),
which has lost four of five
games.

Falcons 23, Jaguars 17
JACKSONVILLE, Florida

— Shayne Graham kicked
three field goals, including a
pair in the fourth quarter, to
lift Atlanta over Jackson-
ville to end its six-game los-
ing streak.

The game was tied at 17-17
entering the fourth quarter
before Graham connected
on a 33-yard effort with just
over 10 minutes left. He then
increased the lead to six
points when he hit from 46
yards out with 1:42 left in the
game as the Falcons moved
to 7-7.

The Jaguars (5-9) had a
final chance to score the
winning touchdown but
turned the ball over on
downs in the closing sec-
onds from its own 41-yard
line.

Bengals 24, 49ers 14
SANTA CLARA, Califor-

nia — Jeremy Hill scored a
pair of one-yard touchdowns
in a second-quarter flurry
fueled by San Francisco mis-
takes, and Cincinnati
clinched a playoff spot and
at least a share of the AFC
North title with the victory.

AJ McCarron passed for
192 yards and a 20-yard score
to backup tight end Tyler
Kroft in his first start in
place of injured Andy Dal-
ton, who likely will miss the
rest of the regular season
with a broken thumb.

The Bengals intercepted
three passes, recovered a

fumble and sacked 49ers
quarterback Blaine Gabbert
four times while improving
to 11-3 with two games re-
maining.

Gabbert completed 30 of 50
passes for 295 yards and a
score for San Francisco (4-10).

Chargers 30, Dolphins 14
SAN DIEGO — Danny

Woodhead scored a career-
high four touchdowns to
lead the Chargers in what
was potentially their final
game in San Diego.

Woodhead scored on re-
ceptions of 20, 9, and 9 yards
and had a 2-yard run. Philip
Rivers completed 26 of 36
passes for 311 yards and
three touchdowns for the
Chargers (4-10), who are
among three NFL teams con-
sidering a move next season
to the Los Angeles area.

Ryan Tannehill passed
for 216 yards for Miami (5-9),
which fell for the fourth
time in five games to clinch
a losing season for the first
time since 2012.

The Chargers limited the
Dolphins to 44 rushing yards,
San Diego’s best effort in run
defense this season.

Seahawks 30, Browns 13
SEATTLE — Russell Wil-

son and Doug Baldwin
hooked up on two more
touchdown passes as Seattle
rolled over Cleveland.

Wilson completed 21 of 30
passes for 249 yards and
three touchdowns — hitting
Baldwin twice before con-
necting with rookie Tyler
Lockett for a 27-yard touch-
down pass on the first play
of the fourth quarter to put
the game away.

Baldwin has 13 touch-
down receptions on the sea-
son, matching the franchise
record set by Daryl Turner
in 1985. Seattle (9-5) clinched
a postseason spot with the
win.

Johnny Manziel completed
19 of 32 passes for 161 yards
and a touchdown for the
Browns (3-11), who lost for the
eighth time in nine games.

NFL
ROUNDUP

Texans lose QBYates with knee injury
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Houston Texans quarter-
back T.J. Yates left Sunday’s
game against the Indianapo-
lis Colts shortly before half-
time with a left knee injury.

John McClain of the
H o u s t o n
Chronicle
r e p o r t e d
that it is an
ACL injury that will end
Yates’ season.

Third-string quarterback
Brandon Weeden came off
the bench to throw the de-
ciding touchdown pass,
leading the Texans to a 16-10
victory against Indianapolis
and sole possession of the
AFC South lead.

Yates was injured with
1:14 remaining in the second
quarter on 19-yard scramble
to the Colts’ 15-yard line.
Yates started the game in
place of Brian Hoyer, who
was out with a concussion.

The Colts lost quarter-
back Matt Hasselbeck in the
fourth quarter to an injury,
pushing Charlie Whitehurst
into the critical game in
crunch time.

Mariota suffers knee injury
Tennessee Titans rookie

quarterback Marcus Mario-
ta left Sunday’s game
against the New England Pa-
triots in the second quarter
with a right knee injury and
did not return.

Mariota was sacked by
linebacker Jamie Collins
prior to the Titans getting
on the scoreboard with a
field goal and did not return
for the next series.

Mariota could be seen bend-
ing over on the sideline and it
looked like he was working
with a knee brace. He then
jogged up and down the side-
line both forward and back
and seemed to be ready to re-
turn as Zach Mettenberger
took over the offense.

Houston remains sidelined
Pass-rushing linebacker

Justin Houston won’t play
for the Kansas City Chiefs in
the final two games of the
regular season because of a
hyperextended knee.

Houston remains optimis-
tic he will be cleared to re-
turn for the playoffs. Kansas
City is in position to claim a
wild-card spot and would be
in action Jan. 10 when the
postseason begins.

The Chiefs have been with-
out Houston since Nov. 29.

Houston has a team-high
7.5 sacks this season on the
heels of signing a $100 mil-
lion contract on July 15.

Ravens’ Smith injured
Baltimore Ravens corner-

back Jimmy Smith left with
a thigh injury in Sunday’s
game against the Chiefs.

Smith went to the locker
room and was ruled out for

the remainder of the game.
He appeared to suffer the
injury trying to chase down
Chiefs running back Char-
candrick West, who found a
hole and ran 38 yards for a
touchdown on the opening
possession.

Peterson tweaks ankle
Minnesota Vikings run-

ning back Adrian Peterson
went to the locker room late
in the second quarter after
sustaining an ankle injury
against the Chicago Bears.

At the end of a 9-yard run,
Peterson had his ankle
rolled up on while being
tackled. He hobbled off the
field then walked to the lock-
er room with a trainer.

Peterson returned to the
game in the second half and
finished with 63 yards on 18
carries.

McCoy knocked outwith
knee injury

Buffalo Bills running
back LeSean McCoy left
Sunday’s game against the
Washington Redskins early
in the second half with a
right knee injury and did
not return.

McCoy made an 8-yard re-
ception on the second play of
the third quarter and was
hit on the knee as he was
tackled by a pair of Red-
skins. The running back re-
mained down in obvious
pain, holding his knee as the

team trainers came onto the
field. Several minutes later,
McCoy was able to get up
and jog off the field.

Draughn outwith knee
injury

SANTA CLARA, Califor-
nia — San Francisco 49ers
starting running back Shaun
Draughn suffered a knee in-
jury in the second quarter of
Sunday’s game against the
Cincinnati Bengals, and at
halftime he was ruled out for
the remainder of the contest.

Draughn, an in-season ad-
dition following injuries to
backs Carlos Hyde, Reggie
Bush and Mike Davis, was
the game’s leading rusher
with nine carries for 38 yards
at the time of the injury.

The extent of the injury
was not disclosed.

Draughn was replaced by
Travaris Cadet.

Broncos’ Stewart inactive
Denver Broncos free safety

Darian Stewart was inactive
for Sunday’s game against
the Pittsburgh Steelers.

Stewart had been listed as
questionable Friday with a
hamstring injury. He was
replaced in the starting line-
up by Omar Bolden.

Stewart had played in all 13
previous games this season
and has 52 tackles (40 solos),
nine passes defensed, two
fumble recoveries, one forced
fumble and one interception.

NFL
NOTEBOOK

JIM O’CONNOR | USA TODAY

New York Giants wide receiver Odell Beckham (13) breaks
away from Carolina Panthers defensive back Cortland
Finnegan (26) and cornerback Charles Tillman (31) during
the fourth quarter at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford,
New Jersey, on Sunday. The Panthers won 38-35.


