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Bengals’ Atkins to playMonday at Denver
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Cincinnati Bengals defensive
tackle Geno Atkins will be able to
play Monday night with a medical
condition exacer-
bated by the high
altitude in Den-
ver.

The 27-year-old Atkins has sickle
cell trait, which is a genetic abnor-
mality that affects red blood cells
and can cause dehydration or
breathing difficulties. The same
condition forced former Pittsburgh
Steelers safety Ryan Clark to miss
a playoff game in Denver in 2011.

But the Bengals expect Atkins
to be available to make it through
a full game. He played against the
Broncos in Denver in 2011 without
any difficulties in his second ca-
reer start and finished with two
tackles, one sack, one tackle for
loss and a quarterback hit.

FormerColts RB arrested
Former Indianapolis Colts run-

ning back Zurlon Tipton was ar-
rested early Friday and charged
with criminal recklessness with a
deadly weapon.

Tipton, released by the Colts
earlier this week, allegedly fired
an assault rifle and was appre-
hended about 1 a.m. in suburban
Indianapolis after police respond-
ed to calls about gunshots, the In-
dianapolis Star reported. He fled
the scene in a Jeep before police
caught up to him several blocks
away.

After Tipton, 26, was taken to
the Johnson County Jail, he was
released on a $3,000 bond. Police
said Tipton has a valid Michigan
handgun license.

Hasselbeck ‘probable’ for Sunday
Indianapolis Colts quarterback

Matt Hasselbeck practiced Friday
and was listed as probable for Sun-
day’s game against the Miami Dol-
phins.

The 40-year-old Hasselbeck has
been banged up and dealing with

rib and back injuries and was re-
stricted to a liquid diet this week.

Quarterback Andrew Luck ear-
lier in the week
was ruled out of
Sunday’s game as
he continues to re-
cover from a lacer-
ated kidney and a
torn abdominal
muscle.

The Colts were
4-0 in Hasselbeck’s
first four starts,
but they have lost three straight.
In last week’s loss to the Houston
Texans, Hasselbeck completed 17
of 30 passes for 147 yards and one
touchdown with one interception.

Boldin eyes return to 49ers
Wide receiver Anquan Boldin is

interested in returning to the San
Francisco 49ers next season.

The 35-year-old veteran wants to
continue playing next season and
possibly beyond and is not yet
thinking about retirement.

Though he’ll become a free agent
in March, he would like to remain
with the 49ers despite the team’s
struggles in 2015.

Boldin could reach a milestone
on Sunday. He enters the game
against the Detroit
Lions with 999 ca-
reer catches. One
reception will
make him the 13th
player in NFL his-
tory to reach 1,000.

If Boldin makes
one catch Sunday,
he would hit 1,000
in his 185th NFL
game, making him the fifth fastest
to reach that plateau, trailing
only Marvin Harrison (167
games), Andre Johnson (168),
Jerry Rice (181) and Larry Fitzger-
ald (182).

Newton deflectsMVP talk
Carolina Panthers quarterback

Cam Newton is considered the
frontrunner for the NFL’s MVP

award this season, but he’s not fo-
cused on postseason accolades
with more games still to play.

“It’s irrelevant to me right
now,” Newton told
the Panthers’ web-
site.

Instead, Newton
paid tribute to his
teammates for help-
ing him pass for
3,402 yards with 33
touchdowns and 10
interceptions in 14
games. He also has
rushed for 580 yards and seven
touchdowns and directed game-
winning drives against the New
Orleans Saints and the New York
Giants. The 40 combined touch-
downs lead the NFL.

“It’s a culmination of guys mak-
ing plays and (me) feeling comfort-
able in the pocket,” Newton said.
“Everybody is doing their job. Of-
fensive football is the ultimate
team sport. You need all 11 mem-
bers to do their job.”

Jets hoping for upset
victory over Patriots
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

As Todd Bowles’ news con-
ference came to a close Tues-
day night, the New York Jets
head coach was asked what he
wanted for Christmas.

“Are you going to give it to
me?” Bowles said in a rare mo-
ment of levity.

No. The only gift Bowles
wants is one the Jets won’t be
able to shop for until Sunday,
two days after Christmas.

Whether Bowles’ rookie sea-
son as a head coach goes down
as an unqualified success, or a
case study in what could have
been, will likely be determined
Sunday, when the arch-rival
New England Patriots head to
MetLife Stadium for what
amounts to a must win for the
Jets.

With an upset of the defend-
ing Super Bowl champion and
seven-time defending AFC
East champions, the Jets will
remain in the thick of the AFC
wild card race.

“This is why everybody in
here plays the game,” Jets
quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick
said. “Playing football games
like this in December and (to)
have a shot at playing longer.
We’re pretty excited about this
one.”

However, even if the Jets
earn their fifth straight victo-
ry, they’ll still need one of the
other three wild card contend-
ers — the Kansas City Chiefs,
Pittsburgh Steelers and Den-
ver Broncos — to lose this
weekend in order to head into
week 17 in control of their own
destiny.

A loss on Sunday all but end
the Jets’ postseason hopes and
could leave them officially
eliminated as early as Monday
night if the Chiefs and Steelers
win Sunday and the Broncos
win Monday.

“We’ve probably been in
playoff mode in the last four
weeks,” Bowles said. “When
we were 5-5, we had to win
them. We take it a game at a
time. It’s another game for us.
We’re trying to be 10-5. We’re
getting better as a team.”

The Jets will have to be at
their best to beat the Patriots,
who have won eight of the last
nine games between the teams.
Five of those wins have been
by seven points or fewer, in-
cluding the last four. On Oct.
25, the Jets led after three quar-
ters but fell, 30-23, in Foxbor-
ough.

“We played them once, they
beat us,” Fitzpatrick said. “We
have to try to get better and try
to do some things better than
we did last time. But winning
last week makes this one more
important. This is everything
for us, trying to get a win in
this game.”

And if not? The Jets will
have spent another winter
wondering why the gap be-
tween them and the Patriots
remains so small yet so insur-
mountable.

“You win or you lose,”
Bowles said when asked about
the first game of the season
against the Patriots. “We lost.
We’ve moved on.”

Another loss Sunday and
the Jets will likely be moving
on to 2016.

NFL
NOTEBOOK

Louis so I think that’s much
more of a factor, in our of-
fense, as an NFL player. I
mean we had a great visit in
Las Vegas, I’m not taking
anything away from that,
but I don’t think there is any
question about Jackson’s in-
telligence, work ethic, char-
acter or anything. He was a
great player. Where is he
now? I don’t know.”

Jackson just hopes to fit
in and be ready when his
No. 39 in New England is

called upon, starting as
early as this Sunday in New
York against the Jets. Jack-
son stayed in shape by jog-
ging and working out, and
now is at work behind the
scenes at Gillette Stadium.

“I think initially when
the phone call happened, it
was a little surreal, but now
kind of settled down and
playing football and doing
what I love,” Jackson said.
“I have to get in as fast as
possible and learn the of-
fense, and whenever coach
calls my number, be ready
to execute like any other
guy in the backfield.”

Jackson
Continued from Page B4

year than the “broomhandle”
brigade, and a few could end
up following the example of
Matt Kuchar.

Kuchar, an American, uses
a putting stroke that is not
outlawed by the rulemakers’

proposal because his putter
rests against his left arm and
not against his chest, stomach
or chin.

“It will be interesting to see
what guys do — whether the
guys that anchor go to a coun-
ter-balance style or something
else,” Kuchar told Reuters.

“But we always seem to find
a way. Most guys found a way
out here on tour and they will
figure out a way to putt well.”

Putting
Continued from Page B4

Virginia Tech
suspends 3 players

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

A day before Frank Beam-
er coaches his final game for
Virginia Tech, he suspended
starting linebacker Deon
Clarke along with wide re-
ceivers Kevin Asante and
Demitri Knowles from the
Independence Bowl against
Tulsa because of unspecified
team violations.

According to the Washing-
ton Post, Knowles did not
make the trip to Shreveport,
La., after he showed up late to

pregame practices and meet-
ings at the school. Clarke and
Asante were suspended for
unspecified reasons after the
first night away from Virgin-
ia Tech’s campus, according
to the report.

“To me, all those little
things are a sign of this is im-
portant or not important,”
Beamer told reporters Thurs-
day. “That’s me.”

All three players are se-
niors. Clarke is the only start-
er.

Clarke started 11 games
and had 77 tackles after miss-
ing the final three games of
the 2014 regular season for
violating team rules.
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