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Chiefs beat Browns to clinch playoff spot
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

KANSAS CITY, Missouri — The
Kansas City Chiefs won their
ninth consecutive game, beating
the Cleveland Browns 17-13 Sun-
day to reach the
NFL playoffs.

The victory
along with Pitts-
burgh’s loss to Baltimore assured
the Chiefs of a spot in the AFC play-
offs, their second postseason berth
in three seasons under head coach
Andy Reid.

“We don’t care if we win by one
point, or 21 points,” said Reid. “We
were 1-5 at one point, so we appreciate
every one of these things. It’s tough to
string a bunch of [wins] together in
the National Football League.”

So how does an NFL team go from
1-5 to 10-5?

“Stay the course; don’t get caught
up in what’s being said and who is
saying what,” said wide receiver
Jeremy Maclin, who caught an 11-
yard touchdown pass in the first
quarter and eclipsed the 1,000-yard
mark for the season with that catch.
“You have to always remember it’s
not a sprint, it’s a marathon.”

The Chiefs’ nine-game winning
streak tied the club record that was
established in the 1969 season by a
Kansas City team that went on to
win Super Bowl IV. It also left the
Chiefs still lurking just behind Den-
ver on top of the AFC West stand-
ings, with the Broncos hosting Cin-
cinnati on Monday night.

Despite the big difference in the
records the teams carried into the
game — Kansas City is now 10-5,
Cleveland is 3-12 — the game was
one of the toughest the Chiefs played
during their current streak. They
held a two-touchdown lead at half-
time, but struggled to apply a knock-
out punch.

Texans 34, Titans 6
NASHVILLE, Tennessee —

Houston quarterback Brandon
Weeden snapped a personal 11-
game losing streak as a starter in
the place where everyone goes to
get well.

Completing 15 of 24 passes for
200 yards and two touchdowns,
Weeden led the Texans to a rout of
the inept Titans (3-12).

Racking up a quarterback rating
of 116.7, Weeden broke the game
open in the third quarter with scor-
ing strikes of 15 and 13 yards to wide
receivers DeAndre Watkins and
Nate Washington, respectively.

In improving to 8-7, the Texans
moved one step away from an AFC
South title. They can clinch by
strength of victory tiebreaker be-
fore Week 16 ends, or wrap it up in
Week 17 with a home win over
Jacksonville.

Ravens 20, Steelers 17
BALTIMORE — Ryan Mallett

threw for a career-high 274 yards
and Baltimore shocked Pittsburgh.

The Ravens (5-10) swept the sea-
son series and have beaten the
Steelers in five of the past six
meetings.

Mallett signed with the Ravens
just 12 days ago after being cut by
the Texans earlier in the season.
He completed 28 of 41 pass with a
touchdown.

The Steelers (9-6) are still in
contention for a wild-card berth.
The loss ended Pittsburgh’s 10-
game winning streak in December

Colts 18, Dolphins 12
MIAMI GARDENS, Florida —

Running back Frank Gore scored
two touchdowns and Indianapolis
kept its playoff hopes alive by de-
feating Miami.

The Dolphins had a first-and-goal
from the Colts’ 5 in the final minute,
but quarterback Ryan Tannehill
threw three incomplete passes. On
fourth down, Colts defensive end
Robert Mathis sacked Tannehill.

The Colts (7-8), already without
injured starting quarterback An-
drew Luck, lost backup Matt Has-
selbeck (shoulder) with 5:33 left,
and Indianapolis ahead 8-6 at the
time. Charlie Whitehurst came in
and played the rest of the game at
quarterback. Miami (5-10) suffered
its third loss in a row and its sev-
enth in the past nine games.

Bills 16, Cowboys 6
ORCHARD PARK, New York —

Running backs Mike Gillislee and
Karlos Williams combined for 169
rushing yards and a pair of touch-
downs while leading Buffalo over
Dallas.

Quarterback Tyrod Taylor also
rushed for 67 yards for the Bills
(7-8). Taylor now has 517 rushing
yards on the season, a record for
Bills quarterbacks.

Quarterback Kellen Moore
could not spark the Cowboys (4-
11), completing 13 of 31 passes for
186 yards and an interception.

Bears 26, Bucs 21
TAMPA —The Chicago Bears

converted two fumbles into 10
points, leading the way to a win
over Tampa Bay.

Running back Doug Martin took
over the NFL rushing lead for the
Buccaneers, but his two fumbles
were huge in shifting momentum to
the Bears, who got a second-quarter
field goal off the first fumble and a
touchdown on the first play of the
fourth quarter off the second.

Chicago (6-9) got strong running
— and zero fumbles — from Jere-
my Langford and Matt Forte in
handing the Bucs (6-9) their third
straight loss

Lions 32, 49ers 17
DETROIT, Michigan — Mat-

thew Stafford threw for 301 yards
and two touchdowns and Detroit
snapped a nine-game losing streak
to San Francisco.

Wide receiver Calvin Johnson,
who may have been playing his
final home game, caught six pass-
es for 77 yards and a touchdown
for the Lions.(6-9). Detroit will
have to devote $24 million of its
salary cap next season to retain
Johnson, who caught just two
passes in the previous two games,
unless they restructure the peren-
nial All-Pro’s contract.

Blaine Gabbert passed for 225
yards and two touchdowns for the
49ers (4-11), who were shut out in
the second half.

Cardinals 38, Packers 8
GLENDALE, Arizona — Cardi-

nals quarterback Carson Palmer
passed for two touchdowns, rookie
running back David Johnson ac-
counted for 127 yards from scrim-
mage and a score, and the Cardi-
nals registered nine sacks en route
to their ninth consecutive win.

Two of the sacks on quarterback
Aaron Rodgers resulted in fumbles

and touchdown returns by the
Cardinals’ defense.

With the victory, a franchise-
record 13th of the season, the Car-
dinals secured no less than the No.
2 seed in the NFC and with it, a
first-round bye in the playoffs —
another franchise first.

Packers coach Mike McCarthy
decided to remove Rodgers with
9:56 left to play. Rodgers was 15 of
28 for 151 yards with one touch-
down and one interception.

Palmer finished 18 of 27 for 265
yards to go along with his two touch-
downs and one interception. Wide
receiver Michael Floyd led the Cardi-
nals with six catches for 111 yards.

Saints 38, Jaguars 27
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana —

Playing on a sore foot, quarter-
back Drew Brees threw for 412
yards and three touchdowns, lead-
ing the Saints to victory.

Running back Tim Hightower
produced 122 yards and two scores
on 27 carries for the Saints (6-9).

Brees, who completed 25 of 36
passes in his 13th career 400-yard
game, did not practice during the
week because of a torn plantar
fascia in his right foot, but the in-
jury did not seem to faze him.

Brees led New Orleans on touch-
down drives of 80, 98, 80 and 88
yards, and the Saints dominated
the Jaguars with 537 yards in total
offense, and a 29-21 advantage in
first downs.

Jaguars quarterback Blake Bor-
tles wound up 27-for-35 for 368
yards with four touchdown passes
and two interceptions.

Rams 23, Seahawks 10
SEATTLE, Washington — St.

Louis linebacker Akeem Ayers
had two key fumble recoveries,
one of which he returned for a
first-quarter touchdown, sparking
the Rams to a big early lead on the
way to a road win.

It marked only the second time,
and the first since 2004, that St.
Louis swept Seattle in two divi-
sional games in the same season.

Ayers returned a fumble 45
yards for a touchdown to help pro-
pel the Rams (7-8) to a 16-0 lead,
then he cemented the win with
another recovery, falling on a fum-

ble by Seahawks quarterback Rus-
sell Wilson at the St. Louis 11-yard
line with 2:15 remaining.

The Seahawks (9-6) saw their
five-game winning streak end.
They had already clinched a play-
off berth and were out of conten-
tion for the NFC West title before
the game started, so the defeat had
very little bearing on Seattle’s
postseason outlook.

Seattle wide receiver Doug Bald-
win (eight receptions, 118 yards)
caught a touchdown pass for the
fifth week in a row, giving him a
franchise record of 14 for the season,
but it wasn’t enough in the loss.

Redskins 38, Eagles 24
PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania

— Quarterback Kirk Cousins com-
pleted 31 of 46 passes for 365 yards
and four touchdowns while lead-
ing the Washington Redskins to
the NFC East division title follow-
ing a 38-24 win over the Philadel-
phia Eagles on Saturday night.

The Redskins (8-7), who have
won three in a row since starting
5-7, will compete in the playoffs for
the first time since 2012.

The Eagles fell to 6-9 and will
miss the postseason for the second
time in three years under coach
Chip Kelly. While Kelly won 20
games in his first two seasons, the
Eagles still haven’t won a playoff
game since he arrived.

Philadelphia has given up 34
touchdown passes this season, the
most in franchise history.

Running back DeMarco Murray
gave the Eagles hope when he
rushed for a 4-yard touchdown to
close the gap to 23-17 with 4:47 left
in the third quarter.

From there, it was all Washing-
ton.

Murray fumbled a pitch from
quarterback Sam Bradford and
Washington cornerback DeAngelo
Hall scooped the ball up and scam-
pered 17 yards for a score and a
30-17 advantage.

Cousins later tossed his fourth
touchdown pass, this time to wide
receiver Pierre Garcon from 13
yards out. A two-point conversion
gave the Redskins a commanding
38-17 lead.

The Eagles’ fans then quickly
escaped for the exits.
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Matthew Adams (without shirt) leads the pack of runners at the start of the 10th annual Epic 5K Finale on Sunday
morning at West Market Square in Bangor. Adams, who is from Seward, Alaska, went on to win the race with a time
of 15 minutes, 47 seconds.

Alaskan runner wins Epic 5K road race
BANGOR — Snow-cov-

ered roads and a 32-degree
temperature failed to deter a
field of 149 runners, includ-
ing an Alaskan runner who
went shirtless in a convinc-
ing victory during the Epic
Sports Finale 5K Sunday
morning.

Matthew Adams, 28, of
Seward, Alaska, toured the
3.1-mile course in 15 min-

utes, 47 seconds in a 5:05
pace. The race started and
finished at West Market
Square, covering parts of
State, Hancock and Main
streets.

Ken Akiha of Orono fin-
ished second in 16:12 while
Erik McCarthy of Old Town
(16:17), Eric Mauricette of
Gaylord, Michigan, (17:54)
and Ian Fraser of Brewer

(18:06) rounded out the top
five.

Two college runners home
for the holidays, Angelyn
Masters and Adrienne Car-
mack of Veazie, both 20,
crossed the finish line in a
first-place tie in the women’s
division with a 20:36 clocking.
Masters, who is competing at
the University of New Hamp-
shire, and Carmack, who is

running at Colby College,
turned in a 6:38 pace.

Adrienne Carmack’s
older sister, Mary, finished
third in 21:19 and was fol-
lowed by Phoebe Pecken-
ham of Orland (21:35). Emily
Kagan, a Bangor native and
UFC fighter now living in
Albuquerque, New Mexico,
rounded out the top five in
22:05.
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Falcons rookie linebacker Vic
Beasley stripped the ball from
Newton and defensive end
Malliciah Goodman recov-
ered the fumble to seal the
win.

“They may have taken us
lightly,” Beasley said. “But
we didn’t take them lightly.”

One week after battling
New York Giants wide receiv-
er Odell Beckham Jr. physi-
cally and verbally, Carolina
Pro Bowl cornerback Josh
Norman struggled to keep up
with Jones. But Norman
wasn’t matched up on Jones
on the biggest play of the
game.

On third and 14, Ryan
scrambled to his left and
heaved a deep ball to Jones,
who was covered by corner
Charles Tillman and line-
backer Luke Kuechly. Nei-
ther could climb with Jones,
who leaped up, made the
catch and strolled into the end
zone for the winning touch-
down.

“Just how we drew it up,”
joked Falcons coach Dan
Quinn.

Jones finished with 178
yards on nine receptions and
broke his own Falcons record
for receiving yards in a sea-
son.

Ryan completed 23 of 30
passes for 306 yards. His
touchdown pass to Jones was
the 200th of his career.

Leading 14-10, the Falcons
were driving inside Panthers’
territory, before Ryan mis-
handled a shotgun snap that

was recovered by Norman
and returned to the Falcons’
36-yard line. Carolina had to
settle for a 47-yard field goal
from Graham Gano, though,
cutting the Atlanta lead to
14-13 with 7:59 to play.

Ryan redeemed himself on
the following drive, marching
the Falcons back down the
field and setting up a 36-yard
field goal by Shayne Graham
that put the Falcons up 17-13
with 2:23 to play. Graham
tacked on a 54-yard field goal
with 1:30 to play.

The Falcons’ win comes
just two weeks after a 38-0 loss
to the Panthers in Carolina.

“This was a measuring-
stick game, a complete team
win,” Quinn said.

Both teams mounted long
scoring drives on their open-
ing possessions. Newton
capped an 11-play, 80-yard
drive with an eight-yard
touchdown run and then cele-
brated with fans in the stands
and danced with teammates.
It would be Newton’s last end-
zone dance of the day.

The Panthers, who aver-
aged 38.8 points in their last
five games, were held to a
season-low 13 points.

“We didn’t coach to our
abilities or play to our abili-
ties,” Carolina coach Ron Ri-
vera said. “But give them
credit. This is part of the jour-
ney. We have to refocus. But
we’ve accomplished a lot.
Let’s not lose sight of that.”

Atlanta answered on its en-
suing drive, with running
back Devonta Freeman tying
the score on a 4-yard touch-
down run early in the second
quarter. Freeman finished
with 73 yards rushing.

interview on ESPN.
“Angry, furious, disgusted

is really how I feel,” Manning
told ESPN’s Lisa Salters on
Sunday. “Sickened by it. I’m
not sure I understand how
someone can make something
up about somebody, admit
that he made it up, and yet
somehow it’s published in a
story. I don’t understand that.

“It’s completely fabricated,
complete trash, garbage. It
makes me sick that it brings
Ashley into it, her medical his-
tory being violated. Any medi-
cal treatment that my wife re-
ceived, that’s her business.”

The documentary titled
“The Dark Side” reportedly
based its investigation on

comments made by Charlie
Sly, a pharmacist now based
in Austin, Texas. Sly has since
recanted his story.

Sly formerly worked at In-
dianapolis-based Guyer Insti-
tute and he told Al Jazeera
that the Mannings were going
to the clinic after normal busi-
ness hours to receive intrave-
nous treatments.

Sly also claimed the Guyer
Institute shipped HGH to Phil-
adelphia Phillies first base-
man Ryan Howard, Washing-
ton Nationals infielder Ryan
Zimmerman and former
boxer Mike Tyson.

Pittsburgh Steelers line-
backer James Harrison and
three members of the Green
Bay Packers — defensive Ju-
lius Peppers and linebackers
Clay Matthews and Mike Neal
— also were mentioned. The
report said Matthews received
painkillers and Harrison, Pep-

pers and Neal received perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.

ESPN reported that Harri-
son denied the allegations.

William Burck of Quinn
Emanuel, the attorney for
Howard and Zimmerman, is-
sued a statement criticizing
the report.

“It’s inexcusable and irre-
sponsible that Al Jazeera
would provide a platform and
broadcast outright lies about
Mr. Howard and Mr. Zimmer-
man,” he said.

MLB said it was never
made aware of the allegations
but after reviewing all avail-
able information said “we in-
tend to conduct a thorough
investigation.”

Manning told ESPN on Sat-
urday night that he has been
to the facility but not for any-
thing unsavory or unethical.

“Yes, I have been a patient
under Dr. Guyer,” Manning

toldESPN.“Ihavehadnutrient
therapy, oxygen therapy and
other treatments that are holis-
tic in nature but never HGH.
My wife has never provided
any medication for me to take.

“AshleyandIneverattended
the clinic together after hours.
There were times when I went
in the morning and there were
times when I went after prac-
tice, so this thing about ‘after
hours’ is so misleading because
it may have been 5:15 p.m. be-
cause their office closed at 5.”

Sly made his original
claims to British hurdler
Liam Collins as part of the Al
Jazeera investigation. He later
backed off his comments and
said Collins secretly recorded
him without consent.

“The statements on any re-
cordings or communications
that Al Jazeera plans to air are
absolutely false and incor-
rect,” Sly said in a statement.

“To be clear, I am recanting
any such statements and there
is no truth to any statement of
mine that Al Jazeera plans to
air. Under no circumstances
should any of those record-
ings, statements or communi-
cations be aired.”

Manning’s agent issued a
statement Saturday: “The alle-
gation reported by Al Jazeera
naming Peyton is absolutely
false and it recounts behavior
and events that never oc-
curred,” Tom Condon said in
the release. “The implications
suggested by Al Jazeera are
outrageous and baseless. Their
source has already retracted
his statements, as well as ad-
vised Al Jazeera those state-
ments were meritless.

“Any further reporting of
this matter is a retelling of
falsehoods and fiction and
complicity in the lack of
journalistic ethics demon-

strated by Al Jazeera.”
The Colts released a state-

ment Sunday: “We’ve been
made aware of the recent Al
JazeerareportconcerningPey-
ton Manning and find it utterly
ridiculous,” the Colts’ state-
mentread. “Weare thoroughly
familiar with Peyton’s tireless
work habits, his medical histo-
ry, and, most importantly, his
integrity. Peyton played the
game in Indianapolis for 14
years the right way. He never
took any shortcuts and it
would be absurd to suggest he
would have taken prohibited
performance enhancing drugs.

“We also note that the
‘source’ of this allegation has
since recanted his story. The
entire Indianapolis Colts orga-
nization and the Irsay family
hope this crude effort to be-
smirchPeyton’sreputationwill
not be permitted to tarnish the
legacy of a great Colt.”

Manning
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