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School girls basketball
teams adding to their bas-
ketball dynasties, the Lewis-
ton High School boys soccer
team capturing the Class A
state title, the start of the
five-class format for high
school basketball, Bangor
native Jesse Speirs earning
a full-time card on the Web.
com tour, Lake Region High
School track star Kate Hall
overcoming diabetes to set a
national high jump record, a
teen student-athlete without
arms finding a home on the
Houlton High football team
and the Skowhegan High
School field hockey team
capturing its 13th Class A
state title in 15 years.

A gold-ball collection
On Feb. 28, the Cross In-

surance Center in Bangor,
Washburn High School se-
nior guard Mackenzie
Worcester scored 37 points
to lead the Beavers to their
fifth straight state champi-
onship. Worcester reached
the 2,000-point career pla-
teau to help Washburn beat
Rangeley 60-54.

At the Augusta Civic Cen-
ter on the same day, a fast
start and dominant finish
sparked Hampden Academy
to its second Class A boys
basketball state champion-
ship in three years as the
Broncos pulled away from
Portland 70-50.

The win was the 14th
straight over four years at
the ACC for Hampden,
which was paced by Bren-
dan McIntyre’s 22 points
and 12 rebounds.

Apromise fulfilled
The Lewiston boys soccer

team made good on coach
Mike McGraw’s promise to
return to the state final a
year after losing and went
on to beat Scarborough 1-0
on Nov. 7 at Fitzpatrick Sta-
dium in Portland.

A group of talented boys
with globe-spanning heri-
tages showed what’s possi-
ble when labels are jetti-
soned and the team comes
first.

Return to the top
The UMaine women’s bas-

ketball team, after several
years of battling to stay out
of the cellar of America
East, emerged with a rebuilt
program by coach Richard
Barron to capture the con-
ference’s regular-season
title with its 61-41 win over
University of Maryland, Bal-
timore County on Feb. 26 at
the Cross Insurance Center.
Maine compiled a 14-1 AE
record and 22-6 overall mark
before losing in the semifi-
nal round of the conference
playoffs.

Anew look for high
school basketball

The Maine Principals’ As-
sociation membership over-
whelmingly voted on April
30 to approve a five-class for-
mat for high school basket-
ball. It was developed largely
to address changing demo-
graphics throughout Maine,
including a shrinking stu-
dent base and a southward
population migration.

Next stop PGATour
Bangor native and golfer

Speirs completed a long-
time goal by qualifying for

the Web.com Tour, which is
just one step below the pres-
tigious PGA Tour.

He fin-
ished in a
seven-way tie
for 14th in
the tour’s
final qualify-
ing event on
Dec. 13 at the
PGA Nation-
al Resort and
Spa in Palm

Beach Gardens, Florida.
Speirs carded rounds of 68,
71, 68 and 74 for a 5-under
par 281 in rounds split over
the Champion and Fazio
courses.

Best in the nation
Diabetes didn’t deter an

outstanding high school
track and field career for
Hall of Casco, who complet-
ed a remarkable indoor
track season by soaring to a

meet record
in the long
jump while
winning the
national high
school cham-
pionship in
that event at
the New Bal-
ance Nation-
als in March

in New York City.
Her winning effort of 20

feet, 11¼ inches was the
fourth-longest ever by an
American high school girl
in competition.

A football home
Isaac Lufkin, a 16-year-old

junior on the Houlton foot-
ball team, earned a spot with
the Shiretowners as a place
kicker and defensive nose
tackle despite being born
with no arms. He showed his
love of the sport and its ca-
maraderie.

Diamond dominance
The Bangor baseball team

shut out archrival Brewer
on June 17 to win the Class
A regional crown and then
held off South Portland on
June 20 to capture its second
consecutive state title.

Less than two months
later, many of the same Ban-
gor players teamed up to
lead Coffee News of Bangor
to a 12-9 victory over Morrill
Post 35 of South Portland,
giving Bangor its second
straight American Legion
baseball state title. Bangor
erupted for seven runs in
the bottom of the eighth en
route to the win.

Perennial champs
The Skowhegan field

hockey team rebounded

from two regular-season
losses to rival Messalonskee
of Oakland to beat the Ea-
gles in the Class A North
final and then went to roll

by Thornton Academy of
Saco in the state final 3-1 on
Oct. 31, sparked by two first-
half goals from senior for-
ward Brooke Michonski.
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Washburn’s Mackenzie Worcester (left) goes up for two
against Fort Fairfield’s Chelsey Pelkey during the Eastern
Maine Class D final Feb. 20 at the Cross Insurance Center
in Bangor.
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The Hampden Academy Broncos celebrate after winning the Class A state basketball
championship game on Feb. 28 in Augusta.

Speirs

Hall

MAINE vs. BROWN
Time, site: Saturday, 2 p.m., Cross Insurance Center, Bangor
Records: Maine 3-9, Brown 4-8
Series, last meeting: Brown leads 8-6, Brown 70-68 on 11/1712
Key players: Maine — 5-10 G Kevin Little (13.7 points per game, 2.7 assists

per game, 1.3 steals per game), 6-7 F Devine Eke (10.9 ppg, 7.5 rebounds per
game, .633 FG pct.), 6-8 F Till Gloger (8.3 ppg, 2.8 rpg), 5-11 G Aaron Calixte
(7.0 ppg, 2.1 apg), 6-2 G Lavar Harewood (7.7 ppg, 3.2 rpg), 6-5 G Shaun Law-
ton (6.5 ppg, 2.2 apg, 1.2 spg); Brown — 6-9 F Cedric Kuakumensah (14.1 ppg,
9.5 rpg, 2.4 bpg), 6-0 G Tavon Blackmon (11.9 ppg, 5.1 apg), 6-4 G J.R. Hobbie
(10.2 ppg, .443 3-pt. FG pct.), 6-6 F Steven Spieth (9.8 ppg, 7.9 rpg, 3.7 apg),
6-4 G Jason Massey (8.6 ppg, 4.5 rpg)

Game notes: The Black Bears hope to close out their nonleague schedule by
earning a second straight win. UMaine should have gained confidence from Tues-
day’s 98-95 overtime victory over Quinnipiac. The Brown Bears have lost three of
their last four, including an 88-85 overtime setback against Rhode Island on
Wednesday. Brown is 1-5 on the road this season. UMaine will face a challenge
defending the versatile Kuakumensah, who can play inside and on the perimeter.
Neither team shoots free throws well, but Brown has demonstrated excellent
rebounding. UMaine did a good job on the boards against Quinnipiac, so should
be geared up for that dynamic. Look for the Black Bears to continue to force the
tempo and attack in transition in the hope of going deep into the bench and trying
to wear down the visitors. UMaine awaits the return from injury of freshman for-
ward Issac Vann and junior wing Garet Beal of Beals Island. Spieth is the younger
brother of 2015 Masters and U.S. Open champion golfer Jordan Spieth.

Men’s basketball

OlympianDavis dies
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Former Olympic boxing
gold medalist Howard Davis
Jr. died earlier this week
after a bout with lung can-
cer. He was 59.

Davis reportedly was di-
agnosed with lung cancer
last February. The cancer
later spread to his liver, and
he died on Wednesday at his
home in Plantation, Florida.

Davis won the light-

weight gold medal at the
Montreal Olympics in 1976.
He also named most out-
standing boxer at the event,
beating out American team-
mates Sugar Ray Leonard,
Michael Spinks and Leon-
ard Spinks.

Davis’ performance was
fueled by the death of his
mother three days before
the start of the Olympics.

His professional career
didn’t match up to his Olym-
pic exploits. Davis went 36-6-
1 with 14 knockouts.


