B8 Wednesday, January 13, 2016, Bangor Daily News

Alabama

Continued from Page B5

team that was on a mission
after losing to eventual
champion Ohio State in the
semifinals last season.
Saban had said that the
Crimson Tide had “sort of
participated in the game” and
wanted to “make a statement
and do something special.”
The Crimson Tide did that
and gave Saban, who won a
Bowl Championship Series
championship at LSU in 2003,
his fifth national title, one
fewer than legendary Ala-
bama coach Bear Bryant.
Clemson (14-1) was trying
to win its first title since 1981
and to become the first Foot-

ball Bowl Subdivision team to
win 15 games in a season.

The Tigers sacked Coker
five times and held several
leads but could not hold off
the Crimson Tide.

“There’s no doubt we’ll be
back,” Clemson Coach Dabo
Swinney said. “It won’t be 34
years before we're going to be
back, I guarantee you that.”

From the outset, the game
was a showcase for Heisman
winner Henry and Heisman
finalist Watson.

Alabama offensive coordi-
nator Lane Kiffin had utilized
Henry largely as a decoy in
the Tide’s 38-0 Cotton Bowl
victory over Michigan State.

But Henry ran for 128 yards
and two touchdowns in 20 car-
ries in the first half. Defensive
back Eddie Jackson set up

one of the touchdowns with
an interception.

Watson passed for two
touchdowns in the first half,
which ended with the score
tied, 14-14, and set the stage
for an exciting finish.

Coker’s 53-yard touchdown
passto Howard early in the third
quarter put Alabama ahead, but
a field goal and Wayne Gall-
man’s touchdown run gave
Clemson the lead, 24-21.

An Alabama field goal tied
it, 24-24, before the game’s key
play — the onside Kkick.

Adam Griffith kicked off
short and into the air toward
the Clemson sideline. Ala-
bama’s Marlon Humphrey
leaped and caught the ball to
give the Tide possession.

“Ifelt at the time we needed
to so something to change the

momentum of the game,”
Saban said of the decision to
try what he called a “pop”
kick. “If we didn’t get it, they’d
have got the ball on the 45- or
50-yard line, so it’s not really
like it would have been the
end of the world, but it was
worth the risk I felt.”

Two plays later, Coker hit
Howard for a 51-yard touch-
down and a 31-24 lead.

“A huge momentum play,”
Swinney said of the Kick.

Howard caught five passes for
208 yards with two touchdowns,
and afterward said, “Coach
Saban is going to go down as
one of the greatest of all time.”

The teams traded touch-
downs and Clemson pulled to
within 45-40 on Watson’s final
scoring pass, but the onside
kick went out of bounds.
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Harasymiak said every-
thing starts with the ground
attack.

“The first thing I'm going
to want to do is run the ball,”
he said. “I'm not saying
we’ve got to line up like
Stony Brook does — two
tight ends, two running
backs — but there’s ways to
run the ball effectively.”

However, the exact na-
ture of UMaine’s offensive
plans will remain theoreti-
cal until a new offensive co-
ordinator is on board.

Kevin Bourgoin, a 15-year
member of the Black Bears
staff who for nine seasons
served as the offensive coor-
dinator, remains under con-
tract but is not expected to
stay at UMaine.

Harasymiak said he is
working on assembling a staff
— one that is expected to in-
clude some members of the
current group — but won’t
provide any details until the
hiring process is complete.

“All I'll say to that is that I
want someone who can be a
great leader,” he said. “The
coordinator spots are basical-
ly like my co-pilots. They have
to believe in what we want to
do and then they have to go
teach.

“There’s also a fit with
coaches in terms of what
kind of system you’re look-
ing to use and how they fit,”

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE ATHLETICS

The University of Maine's Joe Harasymiak instructs players during practice last season
at Morse Field in Orono. Harasymiak, now the head football coach, said fans can expect a
more multifaceted offense next fall.

Harasymiak added.

Even though Harasymiak,
a former Springfield College
cornerback, has spent most of
his first eight seasons on the
defensive side of the ball, he
believes that perspective can
be helpful in formulating an
offensive philosophy.

UMaine will return two sea-
soned quarterbacks in Dan
Collins and Drew Belcher, and
a blossoming group of wide
receiversled by Micah Wright,
Jordan Dunn, Jared Osumah
and Jaleel Reed likely will
give opponents an entirely
new look.

The Black Bears also lose
only two offensive linemen be-

cause of graduation and ex-
pect to return tailbacks Nigel
Beckford and Darian Davis-
Ray.

“If you were to look on
paper right now, you’d say our
wideouts are really good in
terms of who’s coming back,”
Harasymiak said. “We have to
be able to use them, as well as
develop the running game and
stay healthy.

“It’s going to be something
new for the guys and any time
there’s new blood, you need to
learn and go from there and
use the personnel the right
way,” he added.

Harasymiak explained he
plans to utilize the best of for-

mer head coach Jack Cos-
grove’s building blocks for the
program while introducing
new ideas from a different per-
spective.

Cosgrove’s mantra includ-
ed the three Ps: prepare, pres-
ent and perform, which trans-
lated to the student-athletes’
efforts on the football field, in
the classroom and in the com-
munity.

“There’s structure here
that Cos has in place that
works and that’s who Maine
is,” Harasymiak said. “We’ll
tweak some of the things that
maybe a younger eye would
tend to see and how Kkids relate
to certain things.”
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“It’s a team that’s already
won a playoff game. They're
obviously playing as well as
any team we’ve played all
year, and we would expect
this to be the best defense
we’ve played.”

Belichick had an unsur-
prisingly similar assess-
ment of what lies ahead for a
Brady-led offense that found
the going much tougher
down the stretch, although
the expected return of Ju-
lian Edelman should be a
boost for the passing attack.

“Collectively, it’s a good
defense, not predicated on
any one guy, but they all
play well together and they
have a lot of good players.
They’re all problems, real-
ly,” Belichick pointed out.

And the
New England
coach is
quick to
point out that
it’s not like a &
team can @
look at a re-
cent Chiefs
loss to begin
building a
game plan. There are no re-
cent Kansas City losses.

“The fact that they
haven’t lost in so long, it’s
not like you can go to a
game and say OK well here
is how this team defeated
them,” Belichick said.
“That just doesn’t exist.
We've got to figure out a
way and there is not a great
example on film. There are
different things we can
point to and different ideas
or concepts or a certain
part of the game that went
well for one of Kansas City’s
opponents but overall noth-
ing really that you could
say OK well this team found
a way to do it because they
didn’t.”

But in many ways, Belich-
ick also believes that’s not
important, either. Recent
and distant history alike are
irrelevant. The Chiefs beat
up the Patriots last Septem-
ber and haven'’t been beaten
as a team in months. New
England opened the year
with the best offense in foot-
ball and sputtered down the
stretch.

Belichick

Subscribe

Belichick mum on black eye

Belichick showed up for
Tuesday’s press conference
with a swollen, bruised left
eye. He would not say how
he suffered the injury.

“I don’t think we need to
list the coaches on the inju-
ry report,” Belichick said,
according to ESPN. “But I'm
sure if we’re required to do
it, we’ll do it.”

Pats scout named Lions GM

Bob Quinn was an-
nounced as the Detroit Lions
GM Monday afternoon after
16 seasons as a versatile, re-
spected member of the New
England Patriots scouting
department.

Though not a name with
which people are likely too
familiar, Quinn more than
earned his shot in Detroit
and Belichick is clearly
rooting for a guy he leaned
on heavily over his entire
career in New England.

“Of course I'm happy for
Bob,” Belichick said. “He’s
done a great job for us and
really has been kind of one of
the foundation blocks from
the last decade-and-a-half. He
did a lot of things for us, pro
and college. But it’s a great
opportunity for him. It's a
great organization.

“Happy for Bob. Great op-
portunity for him. Other than
when we see them, which is
infrequently, I wish him and
the Lions all the best.”

No job interviews
for coordinators

Patriots offensive coordina-
tor Josh McDaniels and defen-
sive coordinator Matt Patricia
are being mentioned as head
coach prospects. but neither
has been interviewed.

“I think they are both
ready and willing to be head
coaches,” said Quinn. who
came to Detroit after serving
as director of pro scouting in
New England. He says he has
great relationships with both
McDaniels and Patricia.

Patricia interviewed for
the Cleveland head coaching
job over the weekend. Mc-
Daniels has not interviewed
with anybody, but is expect-
ed to do so.

He was was Denver’s head
coach in 2009-10 and had a
record of 11-17. He has been
the Patriots organization
and has been defensive coor-
dinator since 2012.

That's 12 full issues of Bangor Metro magazine for just $24.95!

Already a Bangor Daily News subscriber?
You can get the Bangor Metro for just $14.95!

Your information:

NAME (please print)

ADDRESS

ary

STATE ZIP

EMAIL

Send a gift subscription to:

PHONE

NAME (please print)

ADDRESS

Ty

O Pay by check.

STATE

L _ ]
a (7R

ZIP
o€ of

CREDIT CARD #

EXPIRATION DATE

CCID CODE (3 digits on back)

NAME ON CARD

AUTHORIZED SIGNATU

RE

CARDHOLDER'S ADDRESS

aTy

STATE ZIP

Mail this form with payment to:
Bangor Metro Magazine ¢ P.O. Box 1329 « Bangor, Maine 04402-1329

For subscriptions,

call 990-8075

PHONE NUMBER

*Price includes sales tax.




