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That defense, combined
with the rebounding strength
of a deep front line, has trig-
gered a transition offense ca-
pable of game-changing runs.
And when the pace of the
game is slower, the inside
strength of 6-foot-6 senior Nick
Szwez and 6-4 sophomore Max
Mattson and the perimeter
play of sophomore Taylor
Schildroth, junior Jarrod
Chase and senior Will
Entwisle presents a conun-
drum for opposing coaches.

“They just present so many
problems for you,” said veter-
an Piscataquis coach Jamie
Russell. We didn’t even enter-
tain the idea of playing zone
because of the way they can
shoot and their high post-low
post play. We just had to play
them straight up.”

And while there is balance,
there also is star power in the
George Stevens lineup with
Schildroth, already a second-
year starter with a lightning-
quick shot release and a
smoothness about his overall
game that suggests someone
much older.

“He’s pretty special,” said
Carter. “Taylor’s really a
heady player, and he’s taken
to heart trying to get everyone
else involved because he
knows there are going to be
games when he’s going to
have trouble because they’re
going to put two guys on him
but they can’t stop the rest of
us.”

Chase provides another

3-point shooting touch,a touch
often freed by the inside play
of Szwez and Mattson.

“We’ve been preaching to
them to establish the inside
game first, and that would cre-
ate the outside game because
our outside guys can also go
inside,” said Carter. “We try
to take advantage of mis-
matches, and that balance
makes it harder for people to
play us. They have to cover
the inside because we’re big
and we can score, and if they
go out, we go in, so it’s a good
balance to have. It’s a balance
that’s hard to defend.”

The Eagles’ rotation also

includes senior Dakota Chip-
man, junior Beckett Slayton
and sophomore Stefan Sim-
mons.

“I think what really helps
us is our depth,” Schildroth
said. “Our bench guys come in
and play well, and that gets us
to run the floor a lot more be-
cause we all have fresher legs,
and then when we need to
slow it down in our halfcourt
offense, we have multiple op-
tions to go to.”

George Stevens — which
last won a state championship
in 2003 — has been tested just
once so far this season in a
52-47 victory over Class B

North contender Ellsworth —
with the next-closest win a 16-
point decision over Calais.

“We got challenged by Ells-
worth, and that was good,”
said Carter. “We played really
well that night. It was a good
game, it was intense, and
we’ve got to play more games
like that.”

Bucksport could present a
challenge to George Stevens’

26-game regular-season win-
ning streak Wednesday night,
weather permitting, as while
the Golden Bucks dropped a
62-41 decision to George Ste-
vens in their earlier meeting,
coach Larry Deans’ club is 11-2
after a win over Sumner of
East Sullivan on Monday
night.

Rematches with Ellsworth
and Class C North rival Lee

Academy also loom during the
second half of the schedule.

“We’re hoping to go far in a
tournament and win a state
championship,” said Szwez.
“Our expectation is just to
take each game one at a time,
take each team for what they
are and not even try and look
at our record but just know
that we have to go out and
work hard to try to win.”

Freshman sparks UMaine past UMass Lowell
BY PETE WARNER
BDN STAFF

The University of Maine
disrupted UMass Lowell
with its
relentless
full-court
d e f e n s e
on Wednesday, setting the
tone for a 95-81 America
East men’s basketball victo-
ry at Costello Athletic Cen-
ter in Lowell, Massachu-
setts.

Freshman Devine Eke
had his way underneath,
pouring in 25 points and
grabbing six rebounds to

lead the Black Bears (5-11,
1-2 AE). The 6-foot-7 forward,
who leads the conference in
field-goal percentage, shot
10-for-13 from the field and
blocked two shots in 22 min-
utes.

“He played with great en-
ergy and when he plays with
great energy, he’s really
tough to hold down,” said
UMaine coach Bob Walsh,
who admitted he hadn’t seen
that kind of effort from Eke
in recent games.

“He did a great job finish-
ing at the basket.”

UMaine used a 2-2-1 press
and scrappy man-to-man de-

fense to force most of UMass
Lowell’s 21 turnovers, which
led to 26 Black Bear points.
UMaine racked up 17 steals,
spearheaded by six from se-
nior guard Shaun Lawton
and three from Aaron Ca-
lixte.

Sophomore guard Kevin
Little returned after missing
the previous game with a
back injury to score 18
points, pull down eight re-
bounds, dish out five assists
and make two steals. Law-
ton finished with 17 points
four rebounds and two as-
sists.

The Bears outrebounded

the River Hawks 41-27 and
grabbed 21 offensive re-
bounds that led to 23 second-
chance points.

“We were aggressive,
played with great energy,
(were) really determined on
that (defensive) end to get
the game at our pace and to
make them uncomfortable,”
Walsh said.

UMaine, which shot 45
percent from the floor, also
received eight points from
Calixte. The Bears attempt-
ed 73 field goals to 54 by the
hosts.

UMass Lowell was paced
by 19 points, seven rebounds

and three assists from Jahad
Thomas and 14 points from
Matt Harris. Ryan Jones and
Isaac White contributed 11
and 10 points, respectively.

Trailing 48-38, UMass
Lowell opened the second
half on a 19-10 run. Tyler
Livingston’s 3-pointer got
the River Hawks within one
at 58-57 with 14:16 to play.

Troy Reid-Knight started
UMaine’s response with a
3-pointer, and then a steal by
Lawton led to a Marko
Pirovic layup. Ryan Bern-
stein pushed the lead to nine
with his 3-pointer at the
12:46 mark.

Thomas countered for
UMass Lowell with a jump-
er, but Reid-Knight buried
another 3-pointer and Eke
sank a foul shot. Little then
snipped a transition jumper
after coming up with a steal.
Calixte made a layup off a
steal and feed from Little,
pushing UMaine’s advan-
tage to 74-59 with 9:44 left.

“To have a comfortable
lead most of the game, have
them cut it to one and then
get it back up to 20 and put
the game away says a lot
about the character and
mentality of our team,”
Walsh said.

MEN’S
BASKETBALL

Browns name Jackson head coach
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Hue Jackson was hired as
head coach of the Cleveland
Browns on Wednesday.

“He embodies all the qual-
ities that will provide strong
leadership for our football
team. He is highly experi-
enced, deeply passionate
about winning, and relent-
less in trying to find ways to
put his players in the best
position to succeed,” Browns
owner Jimmy Haslam said.
“He possesses that unique
ability to reach the entire
locker room in a way that
demands accountability
while getting the buy-in and
team-first mentality that
leads to positive results. I
think our players will love
playing for him.”

Jackson, 50, was offensive
coordinator of the Cincinna-
ti Bengals the past two sea-
sons and served as head
coach of the Oakland Raiders
in 2011, when he went 8-8.

“What a tremendous
honor and privilege to be the
head coach of the Cleveland
Browns and a part of the
Dawg Pound,” Jackson said.
“I’m so looking forward to it
and have so many people to
thank. Obviously Jimmy
and Dee Haslam for this op-
portunity, going through the
process of meeting Sashi

Brown and Paul DePodesta.
What an exciting time to
have an opportunity to work
with people like that.”

Jackson backed out of his
scheduled interview with
the New York Giants when
Haslam called him Wednes-
day morning and offered
him the job. Jackson was
supposed to fly to New York
and meet with the Giants on
Thursday morning.

Jackson previously talk-
ed to the San Francisco
49ers about their vacancy.

Jackson becomes the
Browns’ eighth coach since
1999 and sixth since 2008. He
replaces Mike Pettine, who
was fired on Jan. 3 after going
10-22 in his two seasons.

The hiring of Jackson
likely means the end of
Johnny Manziel in Cleve-
land.

According to an ESPN
source close to the situation,
the topic of Manziel was dis-
cussed at length in meetings
between Jackson and
Browns ownership. In those
discussions, Jackson indi-
cated that he would prefer
the organization move on
from Manziel if he were to
become coach, and he was
told that would not be a
problem.

AARON DOSTER | USA TODAY

Cincinnati Bengals quarterback AJ McCarron (elft) talks with Hue Jackson during warmups
before the game against the Baltimore Ravens at Paul Brown Stadium on Jan 3.

Ex-NFLplayer Phillips dead inCalif. prison
BY ALEX DOBUZINSKIS
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Law-
rence Phillips, a former NFL
player convicted in a domes-
tic violence case and later
charged with murdering a
cellmate, was found dead in
his California prison cell
early on Wednesday of a sus-
pected suicide, officials said.

The 40-year-old Phillips’
death came less than five
months after he was charged
with murder in the April 11,
2015, strangling of his cellmate,
a prison spokeswoman said.

The former University of
Nebraska star was awaiting
trial in that case and faced a

possible life sentence if con-
victed.

He was found unrespon-
sive shortly after midnight
at Kern Valley State Prison
in Delano, a town about 130
miles north of Los Angeles,
and rushed to a hospital
where he was pronounced
dead early on Wednesday,
the California Department
of Corrections and Rehabili-
tation said in a statement.

Prison officials said they
were treating it as a sus-
pected suicide. Citing priva-
cy rules, corrections spokes-
woman Dana Simas declined
to say how Phillips might
have killed himself.

The former running back,

who had been held alone in a
prison cell since the death of
his 37-year-old cellmate, Da-
mion Soward, was sent to
prison in 2008 to serve a sen-
tence of more than 31 years,
officials said.

He was convicted that
year in San Diego County of
inflicting great bodily injury
in a domestic violence inci-
dent, corporal injury, false
imprisonment and vehicle
theft, prison officials said.

Media reports at the time
said the former player had
choked his girlfriend, leav-
ing her unconscious.

Phillips played for three
National Football League
teams in the 1990s, joining the

St. Louis Rams as a first-round
pick in 1996 and finishing with
the San Francisco 49ers in
1999 after rushing for 1,453
yards and scoring 14 touch-
downs during his NFL career.

He ended his playing days
with stints in the Arena Foot-
ball League and the Canadian
Football League, where he
was an all-star on the Mon-
treal Alouettes’ 2002 Grey
Cup championship team.

Phillips, who spent time in
foster care as a child before
becoming a two-time college
football national champion
at the University of Nebras-
ka, also had a number of ar-
rests on his record before his
most recent conviction.

Walker eyes unique
hat-trick of titles
REUTERS

Fresh from a tie for 10th
at the Hyundai Tournament
of Champions on Sunday,
Jimmy Walker sets his
sights on something “cool”
at this week’s Sony Open in
Honolulu where he will bid
for an unprecedented third
win in a row.

American Walker cruised
to a tournament-record nine-
shot victory at Waialae Coun-
try Club last year and is now
looking to become the first
player to land a hat-trick of
titles on the PGA Tour since
Steve Stricker clinched the
2011 John Deere Classic.

Though three players
apart from Walker (Hubert
Green, Corey Pavin and
Ernie Els) have won the Sony
Open in consecutive years
since the event was first held
in 1965, none of them man-
aged to add a third.

“Oh, it’s cool,” Walker, 36,
told reporters while preparing
for Thursday’s opening round
on the tight, tree-lined layout
at Waialae on the Hawaiian
island of Oahu. “I’m excited.

“I’veneverexperiencedany-
thing like I’ll experience (at
Waialae),winningtwoinarow

and trying to make it three.
“I’ve got a lot of good

memories coming from
there and we’re excited to
get back.”

Walker recorded his first
top-10 finish of the season in
last week’s Hyundai Tourna-
ment of Champions at the Ka-
palua Resort where the par-73
Plantation Course is the hilli-
est venue on the PGA Tour
with expansive fairways.

This week, he will have to
contend with a very different
challenge on the classic par-
70 layout at Waialae — which
is flat, tight and fringed with
palm trees — but he has
never had a problem in mak-
ing that transition.

“It’s just been a matter of
solid putting and quality
iron play (at Waialae), said
Walker, a five-times winner
on the PGA Tour.

“I know I’ve driven it well
here the last couple years,
and it’s a tough place to
drive the golf ball because
it’s so narrow and firm.

“I’ve managed to get it in
the fairways and hit quality
shots and probably played
the par-fives pretty well …
those are some of the keys,
real good putting, too.”

Reid doesn’t expect any
tricks from the Patriots
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

KANSAS CITY — Head
coach Andy Reid of the Kan-
sas City was asked this week
if his team is preparing any-
thing extra for their trip to
Foxboro. For instance, items
or personnel to make sure
they don’t lose their coach-
player communications or
discover deflated footballs.

Reid would have no part
of that conversation.

“Listen, I don’t worry
about all that stuff; I don’t
get into all that,” Reid said.
“I’ve played over there so
many times; we (Philadel-
phia) used to play up there
every year in the preseason.

I mean, sometimes there’s a
problem. When I was in
Green Bay, we had a prob-
lem with it there.

“We had it at home, and
the away team had it. Played
in New York, it was the
same way both sides. Some-
times that stuff happens.
We’ve just got to get ready to
play a good football team.”

Reid could not remember
any significant problems
playing at Gillette Stadium.

“I haven’t had any issues
there,” he said. “I mean, I’ve
heard of things happening,
but I haven’t had any of
those problems. You worry
about all that, that’s not how
you win the game, right?


