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Lewiston beats Bangor for ‘A’ North title
BY TONY BLASI
SUN JOURNAL

AUGUSTA — If the Lewis-
ton High School cheering
team’s season is turned into
a Broadway
musical, the
Blue Devils
have the po-
tential to be-
come the longest running
act on The Great White Way.

The Blue Devils proved
again that they are one
tough act to follow, or beat,
in the Class A North region-
al cheerleading competition

at the Augusta Civic Center
on Saturday.

Lewiston’s timing, energy
and poise seemed impecca-
ble during a routine that
brought the house down.
When the Blue Devils per-
formed their pyramids, the
cheerleaders who stood at
the top didn’t flinch. That
splendid performance
means the Blue Devils will
be strutting their stuff at the
state championship.

Lewiston topped them all
with 84.7 points, followed by
Bangor with 79.7 and Brew-
er with 72.8. Oxford Hills of

South Paris scored 70.8 to
take fourth place and Mt.
Blue of Farmington (64.9)
was fifth and Brunswick
(62.7) sixth. Those teams ad-
vance to the Feb. 6 state fi-
nals in Bangor.

Lewiston coach Lysa
Laverdierre appeared to be
speechless after Lewiston
rocked the Civic Center
with a routine that had more
energy than the blizzard rip-
ping through the East Coast.

“We are very happy,
Laverdierre said. “I think
we made the improvement
that we needed to from Mon-

day, and they really worked
hard for me this week.

“It (the routine) was
slightly different. There was
a little bit of difficulty. We
added few more things, and
we still have a couple of
more tricks up our sleeves
that we are saving for the
state championship.”

As far as the Blue Devils’
poise and moving in unison,
Laverdierre had a simple ex-
planation for Lewiston’s
stunning performance.

“I think that is something
that we really focus on in
practice,” she explained.

“Striving perfections and
doing the best we can, and
they really did well today.

“Now it is on to the states.
They are coming for us, but
we are ready.”

In Class C South, Dirigo
of Dixfield earned first
place with 64.5 points. The
feisty Cougars also won the
regional last year. Mon-
mouth Academy (57.2) took
third, St. Dominic of Au-
burn (57) followed in fourth
place and Lisbon (55.5) fin-
ished fifth.

In the Class A South com-
petition, Noble of North Ber-

wick captured the title with
69.2 points. Marshwood of
South Berwick was second
with 68.6 points and was fol-
lowed by Thornton Acade-
my of Saco (68.2), Windham
(66.9), Sanford (66.6) and
Gorham (66.6).

Medomak Valley of Wal-
doboro took home the Class
B South title with 74.1
points. Gray-New Glouces-
ter was second with 61.2
points and was followed by
Lake Region of Naples (59),
Wells (57.8), Mountain Val-
ley of Rumford/Mexico
(56.9) and Freeport (53.7).
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Orono cheerleaders show off their skills during the Class C cheerleading regionals at the Cross Insurance Center in
Bangor on Saturday. Orono bested runner-up Central of Corinth by more than six points, while Houlton took third place.

“We were all very ner-
vous,” Westley said.

“We got first before [at
PVCs], so everyone was
kind of targeting us, picking
out everything we did, so
that was a lot of pressure,”
she added.

The Red Riots rose to the
occasion behind a group of
eight juniors: Isabelle Bowie,
Chase Bruton, Audrey Car-
roll, Hannah Gatchell, Saman-
tha Kenney, Kaitlyn Kuwik,
Ashley Smith and Westley.

The squad also features
sophomores Riley Bowie,
Alexus Brown, Harriet
Card-Willard, Ashley Con-
nole, Michelle Haverlock,
Emily Innis, Madelin Marks,
Becky Tocci, Tony Manev,
Sydney Stiehl and Jones,
along with freshmen Jordan
Bagley, Camille Kohtala and
Audrey Smith.

“They went out and nailed
it,” Tuell said. “I could not
have asked for them to do
better today.”

Orono prevailed despite
not having a senior on its
roster for the second straight
year.

“Honestly, it makes us

closer because we didn’t
have anyone who left the
team, so we’ve all been to-
gether for two years for the
most part,” Kuwik said.

Central, which placed
third in the regional a year
ago and third at the recent
PVCs, took another step to-

ward putting an entire rou-
tine together.

Coach Kristy Strout said
she told her team that, “I
needed them to show the
judges and the crowd their
best, because we had not
shown our best yet, and they
came out and — other than
that minor pyramid mishap
— did exactly what I asked.”

Senior Ciearria Cookson
explained that the Red Dev-
ils tried to use the memories
of prior successes as motiva-
tion.

“We’ve won the state
championship before, so we
kind of pushed them and
told them that it feels so
awesome,” she said.

Strout said Central was
able to tighten up its efforts
and avoid making the kind
of little mistakes that can
pile up.

“We really just worked on
cleanup. We cleaned up
stunts, we cleaned up mo-
tions and they did what we
asked,” she said.
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“We had some timing issues.
Some things we did a little
better, but we’ve definitely
got some work to do.”

The Hawks’ roster con-
sists of seniors Marissa Cox
and Baylie Dalton, juniors
Lexey McMannus, Emily
Woodilla, Emily Perley, Ka-
rissa Hatch, Morgan Smith
and Alyssa Cyr, sophomores
Nicole Petersen, Bailee
Fogg, Cammie Peirce, and
Laura Zenk, and freshmen
Mercedes Davis, Hannah
Morin, Sophi Williams, Kal-
lie Urquhart and Grace
Qualey.

Ellsworth had the most
arduous experience of the
meet but fought through the
injury suffered by sopho-
more Belle Albert to return
to the mat at the end of the
competition — nearly 90

minutes after the Eagles
started their routine — and
complete a solid perfor-
mance that nearly kept pace
with Old Town and Hermon.

“I think really emotions
are high right out of the gate
and you’re ready to go,” said
Melanie Fox, who shares the
Ellsworth coaching duties
with Kat Dickens. “Then in
an instant it’s all shut down
so you have to try to rebuild
that momentum you first
had and push through, and
the girls did that.”

Ellsworth team members
along with Albert are se-
niors Victoria Jackson and
Carlotta Osanna, juniors
Piper Hardison, Maddy
Harmon, Danielle White
and Emily Young, sopho-
mores Lindsey Bland, Ol-
ivia Brown, Hailey Mc-
Cabe, Maya McCabe and
Molly McCarthy, and fresh-
men Kristen Omlor, Olivia
Robidoux and Gabriella
Morse.
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Orono coaches Leslie Tuell (left) and Gage Alley cheer on
their team during their Class C cheerleading regionals at
the Cross Insurance Center in Bangor on Saturday.

“I think everybody ex-
pects us to just come in here
and win, but we actually
work so hard,” said senior
Elizabeth Gillen. “We fight
and we fight and we fight.”

Central Aroostook rose to
the challenge on Saturday,
despite faced with the task
of having to coordinate a
routine with 14 squad mem-
bers. That means more po-

tential issues and some
tougher requirements.

“It is a challenge to make
sure everybody’s doing what
they need to be doing at all
times,” Allen said. “Instead
of just one or two stunts, you
have to put up three and it’s
harder to get that timing
on.”

The Panthers squad is
made up of seniors Victoria
Brewer, Sheratin Kelly,
Dayna Collins, Gillen and
Bailey; juniors Halee Rusby,
Sarah Gerritsen and Emilee
Durost; sophomores Chloe

Wheeler, Keara McCrum,
Michaela Pelletier, Lillian
Mahan, Holly O’Leary and
Taia Tilley; and freshmen
Jillian Tweedie and Olivia
Pelletier.

“What makes it feel so
good is knowing all of your
hard work over the past few
months has come to this,”
Brewer said.

Penobscot Valley took
home the runner-up plaque
by concentrating on accom-
plishing one important goal.

“We were very relaxed
and we just went out there

and had fun,” said senior
Jasmyne Savage.

“If you love your routine
and you have faith in your
music and you love your
music, you’re going to go out
there and perform the best
that you can,” she added.

Coach Heidi Sullivan’s
Howlers also put together a
nice repertoire with a 14-per-
son squad that included en-
thusiastic sophomore Isaac
St. Cyr, the only male mem-
ber of the team.

Sullivan was pleased with
the overall effort.

“We came here wanting to
have fun on the mat and
work their hearts out and
that’s what they did,” she
said.

Squad members for PVHS
are: Seniors Taylore Craw-
ford, Madison Jenkins, Jen-
nah Stanley and Savage, ju-
niors Molly LeBlanc and Tori
Watts, sophomores Christine
Brown, Lindsay Michaud,
McKenzie Plourde, Millie
Richard, Ariel Rosario, Paige
Thibodeau and St. Cyr, and
freshmen Julie Rogers and
Carley Jenkins.
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Central Aroostook cheerleaders tumble through the air during the Class D cheerleading
regionals at the Cross Insurance Center in Bangor on Saturday. The Panthers scored
67.4 points to beat runner-up Penobscot Valley of Howland.
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Hermon performs during the Class B regional cheerleading
championships at the Cross Insurance Center in Bangor on
Saturday. The five-time reigning Class B state champion
Hawks finished second by a single point.
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The Penobscot Valley Howlers perform during the Class D cheerleading regionals at the
Cross Insurance Center in Bangor on Saturday. The Howlers finished second.
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The Penobscot Valley
Howlers perform Saturday.


