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“It’s been a windy road to
get here,” said Smith, “but
I’m glad I’m here now so
things can calm down from
here on out.”

The 6-foot-4, 180-pound
Smith will play wide receiver
at UMaine despite seeing
only periodic duty at that po-
sition during his high school
career. He expects to redshirt
as a freshman on the Orono
campus.

“They’ve got a pretty deep
depth chart at wide receiver,
and I definitely would like to
have that year to acclimate
my body to Division I speed
and strength,” he said. “But if
they end up having injuries, I
might have to step into a
role.”

Smith played junior varsi-
ty quarterback and some
tight end as a freshman at
Foxcroft Academy, then
moved to wide receiver as a
sophomore and earned all-
conference honors. He shifted
to quarterback early his ju-
nior year and went on to rush
for 1,037 yards and 22 touch-
downs.

Despite missing his entire
senior season of football at
Foxcroft Academy, Smith
continued to contribute to the
team in other ways.

“He was an unquestioned
captain of a team that he
didn’t even get to participate
with on the field of play,” said
Foxcroft Academy coach
Danny White. “He motivated
us in practice and during
game situations while on the
sidelines, and certainly his
influence on his teammates
was felt even with the circum-
stances he was under.”

Smith returned to competi-
tion this winter with the
school’s basketball team and
last week scored his 1,000th
career point for the Ponies in
front of a crowd that included
four members of the UMaine

coaching staff, among them,
new Black Bears head coach
Joe Harasymiak.

Smith also is the defending
Class C outdoor track and
field state champion in the
110 hurdles and high jump,
and he finished second in the
long jump and third in the 300
hurdles last spring.

“Hisskill setsaresounique
and so broad that he’s able to
do so many things in the field
of competition,” said White.
“He has incredible speed and
for his height and age is in-
credibly agile and incredibly
skilled. His athleticism is
way above normal, and the
most important thing I’ve
seen over the last couple of
years is that he’s learned to
compete at a different level. I
think he’s grown into that.

“Regardless of any person-
al accolades, he just wants to
win,” he said.

Smith got the chance to re-
turn to the gridiron earlier
this month at the Blue-Grey
North-South All-American
Bowl, a high school all-star
game played at the home of
the NFL’s Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers that featured many of
the top major-college football
recruits in the country. He
had two pass receptions for 32
yards in the game.

Smith’s father, who was an
All-Maine high school basket-
ball player while at Foxcroft
Academy, went on to star at
UMaine, where he was a team
captain and the leading scor-
er in America East as a senior
in 1990.

Dean Smith also was a
three-time Academic All-
American for the Black Bears
whowasawardedtheNCAA’s
Walter Byers Award during
the 1989-90 season as the top
male student-athlete in the
country.

The University of Maine
presents the Dean Smith
Award annually to one male
and one female student-ath-
lete who have displayed ex-
emplary academic and ath-
letic achievement.

those wins came during col-
lege stints at the University of
Southern Maine, St. Anselm’s
and Boston University.

“You establish a reputa-
tion, and I think the way you
maintain it is by doing what
you say and saying what you
do,” said Boothbay principal
Dan Welch, who also is a for-
mer high school basketball
player. “With I.J., his players
know where they stand. They
know he has their backs, but
he has expectations, and
they’re the same for every-
body across the board, and
he’s been doing it for a long
time so he brings that consis-
tency.”

Pinkham has guided
Boothbay to Western Maine
Class C titles in 1979, 2000,
2001, 2007 and 2013 and a state
championship in 2001 with a
team led by Bobby Deetjen,
Ian McConnell and Michael
Leighton.

“The disappointing part of
my career is we only won one
state championship, so those

guys stick in my mind be-
cause they were a team that
was supposed to win it the
year before, then I graduated
a bunch of guys, and the guys
who came back won it in
2001,” said Pinkham.

“The 2001 team, they were
just basketball junkies. If I
didn’t want to practice on a
Saturday or Sunday, they
practiced themselves. That
was a special group,” he said.

This year’s squad is 10-5 in
Class C South and poised to
make the program’s 23rd con-
secutive playoff appearance
next month. The Seahawks
have not finished under .500
since 1992.

“Year in, year out, Booth-
bay is always in contention,
so you can’t be deceived by
his quiet demeanor,” said for-
mer Penquis Valley of Milo
coach Tony Hamlin, whose
teams squared off against
Pinkham’s Boothbay teams
in the 2000 and 2013 state
championship games.

“His kids play smart and
they play hard,” he said.

An ice house product
Pinkham grew up in Down

East Milbridge, playing most
of his early basketball at the

local high school and in an-
other locale much more
unique.

“When I first got interested
in basketball, I was probably
in fifth grade,” he said. “We
had an old ice house on our
property, and when my father
cut the rafters out of the ice
house, it was big enough to
have a 10-foot basket, even
though the whole thing was
only about 12-by-15.

“We had a woodstove in
the corner, and guys were
there every Saturday and
Sunday,” he said.

Pinkham went on to the
University of Maine at Farm-
ington where he played for
four years under coach Len
MacPhee.

Pinkham didn’t star at
UMF, but he used the oppor-
tunity to study the game as a
role player while also observ-
ing MacPhee’s calming side-
line presence — one he came
to emulate.

It’s a lesson he’s shared
since then with his own play-
ers.

“One of the things you
fight in high school is getting
kids to accept their role on
the team, everyone wants to

play a lot,” he said. “So every
year I have to tell them about
my experience in college
playing 120 games over four
years and that probably in 80
of them, I never got off the
bench.

“I told them practices were
my games. I had to make
them my game,” he said.

Pinkham took his first
teaching job in Buckfield in
1969, and a year later, he
began a six-year tenure as the
Bucks’ boys basketball coach
before returning to the coast
— where one month after he
accepted a job as a math
teacher and coach at Booth-
bay, he and his wife of 40
years, Margaret, were mar-
ried.

“He was an excellent teach-
er, very patient, meticulous
in his preparation, and I
think all those same qualities
have led to him being success-
ful in coaching basketball,”
said Welch. “I think the kids
in this community want to
play basketball for I.J.
Pinkham.”

No plans to stop
Pinkham has been a con-

stant in the Boothbay basket-
ball community, so much so

that three of his assistant
coaches are his former play-
ers and he’s coached two gen-
erations of players from nu-
merous families — though no
grandsons yet.

His staying power certain-
ly has been rooted in his pro-
gram’s success, but not to be
underestimated is his quiet
competitiveness that can help
diffuse challenging situa-
tions.

“I look at I.J., and he truly
is a gentleman of the game,”
said Welch. “He is such an
ambassador for basketball by
being a competitor but being
one in the right way. He
wants his players to repre-
sent the school well and the
community well. He expects
that, and he has very clear
expectations.”

And that’s not just during
the winter. Pinkham also
runs clinics and a summer
camp through the Boothbay
Region YMCA, a gathering
point for young basketball
players of all ages throughout
the off-season.

While Pinkham continues
to teach basketball, he also
continues to expand his
knowledge of the sport.

“I think the big thing is
that when you first start out
you don’t know very much,”
he said. “You may think you
do, but I learn every year. I
steal stuff from other coaches,
and there used to be a lot of
clinics, but now where every-
thing is online, if you have a
question you can go online,
and there are 20 different
guys telling you how to do it.”

Basketball, family and
good health since overcoming
throat cancer several years
ago are the stuff of a satisfy-
ing life for Pinkham in the
aftermath of his retirement
from teaching last spring.

“I love [retirement], I real-
ly do,” he said. “I’m putting a
lot more time into my basket-
ball. I enjoyed teaching, I
wouldn’t have done it for 46
years if I didn’t, but it’s been a
good change. I have three
grandkids here in town who
are starting to do sports, so
it’s good to be able to see
them.”

Pinkham has no timetable
for retiring from coaching.

“I still love it,” he said. “I
think the most amazing thing
about 46 years is that I didn’t
get fired.”

“They had a round robin
showcase for freshmen and
sophomores playing on club
teams down there, and my
granddaughter got to see it.

It made it pretty special,”
said Holmes.

Even though he is no lon-
ger coaching at the high
school, Holmes is still in-
volved in the peewee program
that he started in the 1970s.

“I’m focusing quite a bit on
third-, fourth- and fifth-grad-
ers,” said Holmes, who has

had the high school field
hockey field named after him.
“I’ve set up a little league in
the coastal area. We play on
Saturdays and Sundays.

“I’m coaching the
daughters of mothers who
used to play for me,” he
said. “That circle is pretty
special.”

He also
still works
for the fam-
ily busi-
ness, the
H o l m e s
Greenhouse
and Florist
Shop in Bel-
fast.

bourne to celebrate the na-
tional holiday.

The 28-year-old, suppos-
edly vulnerable to an upset
after racking up 100 un-
forced errors in a five-set
marathon against Gilles
Simon in the fourth round,
rolled on remorselessly.

Seventh seed Nishikori
stunned the world number
one the last time they met in
a grand slam at the 2014 U.S.
Open, but there was to be no
repeat.

Early breaks were enough
to secure the first two sets

for the Serbian, who later
revealed he had not hit a
single ball on Monday, and
only after an injury timeout
did Nishikori rediscover the
aggression that got him to
the last eight.

Asia’s number one raced
to a 3-1 lead on the back of
two breaks in the third set
but Djokovic reined him in
with two breaks of his own
and grabbed a third before
finishing the Japanese off
with a crunching backhand
winner after just over two
hours.

“I was solid,” Djokovic
said. “I was determined, fo-
cused. In important points
and moments I managed to
stay composed and make
him play an extra shot.

“Overall it was a very
solid performance.”

Williams faced her big-
gest threat in the first set of
her contest against Sharapo-
va, who had placed her
hopes of ending a 12-year
losing streak against the
world number one on a reju-
venated serve.

The Russian had racked
up a career-high 21 aces in
her fourth-round match but
her serve deserted her when
she needed it most in the
10th game and Williams
broke to win the first set be-
fore racing away with the
second.

“I think if you’re serving
maybe 180 (kph) against
somebody else compared to
Serena, that’s an ace,” said

Sharapova.
“Against Serena, as we all

know, the return is one of
her great strengths. She’s
very explosive.”

Williams twice had treat-
ment for the after-effects of
food poisoning before secur-
ing an 18th successive win
over the five-times grand
slam champion.

The 34-year-old American
has won all eight matches
against Pole Radwanska but
said she was taking nothing
for granted as she continues
her bid for a 22nd grand
slam title.

“Nothing’s guaranteed in
sports,” she said. “I still
have to win two matches
against potentially two ex-
tremely tough opponents.”

Griffin breaks hand in fight

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Los Angeles Clippers for-
ward Blake Griffin is expect-
ed to miss four to six weeks
of action after breaking his
hand while throwing a
punch, the NBA team said
on Tuesday.

The five-time NBA All-
Star, who has missed the
past month with a torn left
quadriceps tendon, suffered
the latest injury while hit-
ting one of the team’s equip-
ment managers outside a
Toronto restaurant, accord-
ing to the Orange County
Register.

“This conduct has no
place in our organization

and this incident does not
represent who we are as a
team,” Clippers owner Steve
Ballmer and head coach Doc
Rivers said in a joint state-
ment.

“We are conducting a full
investigation with assis-
tance from the NBA. At the
conclusion of the investiga-
tion, appropriate action will
be taken.”

The Clippers did not elab-
orate on the incident that
caused the injury, saying
only that Griffin suffered “a
spiral fracture of the fourth
metacarpal in his right
hand” after throwing a
punch in Toronto over the
weekend.

His re-
covery time
is expected
to be ap-
proximately
four to six
weeks, the team said.

Griffin, 26, is averaging
23.2 points and 8.7 rebounds
per game this season but has
not played since Christmas
Day because of a partially
torn left quadriceps tendon.

He was hoping to return
to action during his team’s
current five-game road trip,
which ends Wednesday in
Atlanta, but that plan was
abandoned when he re-
turned to Los Angeles on
Sunday.

The Clippers have gone
11-3 in his absence, though
most of their wins have been
recorded against teams with
losing records.

“With Blake out, we’ve
had this mode of trying to
win every game and that’s
how we have to continue to
play,” Rivers said.

Last October, Griffin
was allegedly involved in
another physical alterca-
tion in Las Vegas where he
was accused of snatching a
man’s cellphone in a scuf-
fle after the man had tried
to take pictures of several
Clippers players at a night-
club.

However, the misdemean-
or battery case was later
dropped after prosecutors
decided there was insuffi-
cient evidence.

Griffin

Clippers’ forward out 4-6 weeks

7 schools battle
in Curling Crash

BELFAST — The sixth
annual Maine College Curl-
ing Crash ‘Spiel took place
at the Belfast Curling Club
over the weekend and fea-
tured 24 hours of intense
curling competition among
the seven colleges/universi-
ties that attended.

Teams from the Universi-
ty of Maine and Bowdoin
served as tourney hosts and
played curling teams from
Harvard, Yale, the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania, Boston

University and MIT.
During Sunday morning’s

finals, Harvard bested Penn
in the “A” event, Yale beat
MIT in the “B” event and
Bowdoin I defeated Bowdoin
II in the “C” event.

Bowdoin is preparing for
the United States Associa-
tion Curling College cham-
pionship on March 11-13 in
Chaska, Minnesota. Bow-
doin won gold in Division IV
of the college nationals in
2011.

COURTESY OF DOUGLAS COFFIN

Harvard competitors dig in hard to sweep a stone into the
“house” during the Maine College Curling Crash ‘Spiel on
Sunday at the Belfast Curling Club.
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The defense not only
forced the Rams into a 32.1
percent shooting perfor-
mance from the floor, it also
created a lot of turnovers.

“They went on a pretty

good run and we kind of
handed it to them. We had a
lot of turnovers we shouldn’t
have had. They hit their
shots and we didn’t box out
very well so they got a lot of
rebounds they shouldn’t
have,” said senior guard
Gilmore.

“We gave up too many
breakaway layups,” said

Bangor coach Joe Johnson.
Sugars had eight points

during the 13-2 run in the
first half and Morton’s
3-pointer, Eastman’s layup
off an Allyssa Hanley pass
and Jayden Colby’s steal
and layup opened the second
half.

Bangor went nine min-
utes without a basket until

Bragg hit a 3-pointer with
5:20 left in the third quarter.

“We went through a lit-
tle dry patch and dug our-
selves a hole we couldn’t
get out of,” said Bangor ju-
nior Butler. “We didn’t
value the basketball as
much as we could have.
But I was proud of the way
we battled back.”

Serena
Williams signs

autographs
after winning
her quarter-
final match

against
Russia’s

Maria
Sharapova at
the Australian

Open at
Melbourne

Park,
Australia, on

Tuesday.


