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Predators’ Rinne shuts out Bruins 2-0
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

NASHVILLE, Tennessee
— Recent trends suggested a
Boston Bruins win Thurs-
day night, but
the Nashville
P r e d a t o r s
didn’t receive that memo.

Two first-period goals and
the 39th shutout of goalie
Pekka Rinne’s career sup-
plied a 2-0 win for Nashville
at Bridgestone Arena.

In upping his record to 21-
18-8, Rinne stopped 29 shots
for his third shutout of the
season. Rinne entered the

game with a .902 save percent-
age, but he was sharp, mak-
ing his best save in the second
period’s last 30 seconds when
he stoned right winger David
Pastrnak on a point-blank
chance from the slot.

It was just the third home
win for the Predators (27-21-
10) since the calendar flipped
to 2016, upping their lead
over Minnesota for the last
Western Conference wild-
card spot to four points,
pending the outcome of the
Wild’s game in Edmonton.

Boston (31-21-6) fell to 3-2-0
on its six-game road trip that

ends Saturday night in Dallas.
The Bruins absorbed only
their seventh regulation loss
in 29 road contests this season.

Right winger Craig Smith
put Nashville ahead at 2:51 of
the first, pouncing on a loose
puck in the slot and roofing a
wrister over goalie Tuukka
Rask’s right shoulder for his
13th goal of the season and
second in as many games.

Left winger Filip Forsberg
scored his sixth goal in six
games at 14:37 of the first,
jumping on the rebound of a
shot by defenseman Mattias
Ekholm for his 20th goal.

The Bruins had plenty of
chances in the third period,
earning three power plays, in-
cluding one at 16:31 as Ekholm
was called for cross checking.
Going six-on-four for almost
the entire two minutes, Bos-
ton couldn’t convert, continu-
ing its recent incompetence
with the man advantage.

Since Jan. 25, when they tal-
lied a pair of power-play mark-
ers against the Philadelphia
Flyers, the Bruins are 1-for-36.
They are 0-for-19 with an extra
man during the road trip.

Rask made 22 saves but
fell to 21-17-5.

NOTES: RW Loui Eriks-
son’s OT goal on Tuesday
night in Columbus made the
Bruins the first NHL team
this season with three 20-
goal scorers. C Patrice
Bergeron and LW Brad
Marchand were the first
two. … Nashville LW Ga-
briel Bourque, out since
Nov. 27 with an upper-body
injury, was assigned to Mil-
waukee of the AHL on a
long-term injury loan. …
Boston scratched Cs Zac
Rinaldo and Max Talbot and
D Joe Morrow. Nashville
scratches were D Petter

Granberg and C Cody Bass.

Rangers 4,Maple Leafs 2
TORONTO — Center

Derek Stepan scored late in
the third period and the
New York Rangers defeated
the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-2
on Thursday night.

Center Derick Brassard
added two goals for New
York, one into an empty net.
Center Mats Zuccarello also
scored for the Rangers (33-
19-6), who bounced back
from a loss to the Chicago
Blackhawks on Wednesday,
and added two assists.

OldTownvolunteer
wins spirit award
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

OLD TOWN — Connor
Archer might best be de-
scribed as a relentless vol-
unteer.

When the 17-year-old se-
nior at Old Town High
School, who lives with au-
tism, finds an activity that
piques his interest, he pur-
sues it with a seemingly infi-
nite supply of energy.

He’s a distance runner on
his school’s cross-country
and track teams, a member of
several school bands, an hon-
ors student and a member of
the National Honor Society.

He also is the student rep-
resentative to the Regional
School Unit 34 board of di-
rectors.

And, most personally,
he’s the founder of the Cou-
rageous Steps Project, an ef-
fort he began nearly three
years ago to give back to
those who have helped him
face his challenges head-on
and to help other children
with their own challenges.

Archer recently was named
a state winner of The Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community
Awards, which honor stu-
dents from around the coun-
try for their volunteer efforts.

“This is not just my
award,” said Archer, who
will attend Husson Univer-
sity in Bangor this fall to
pursue a degree in business
management.

“There are so many great
people who volunteer their
time and service in our state
and our communities, and
for me to get this honor is
because a lot of people in the
community helped give me
the start I needed to get to
where I am now and to get
the Courageous Steps Proj-
ect where it is today.”

The Courageous Steps Proj-

ect involves several events an-
nually — among them a bene-
fit dinner at the Old Town
Governor’s Restaurant on
March 22 and the third annual
walk-run scheduled for May
22 at Victory Field.

Those events support en-
deavors ranging from a
scholarship fund to back-to-
school supply boxes and
technology and garden land-
scaping projects at the
Green House Nursery
School in Milford, which
gave him his educational
start after he was diagnosed
with autism at age 3.

He also has added a video
project this year called the
Courageous Steps “One
Word” Challenge.

“Connor is just an unbeliev-
able person and mature be-
yond his years,” Old Town
High School principal Scott
Gordon said. “This award is
wonderful and is a great recog-
nition for the countless hours
that he has put in to benefit
others. He always deflects the
recognition and talks about
how his friends and communi-
tyandschoolshavehelpedhim
to develop his foundation.

“That is Connor. He
doesn’t care about the acco-
lades, he cares about mak-
ing other people happy and
supporting them. We need
more people in the world
like him.”

Archer, the son of Mike
and Jessica Archer, is one of
two state Prudential Spirit of
Community Award recipi-
ents from Maine, along with
14-year-old Benjamin
Levesque of Massabesic Mid-
dle School in East Waterboro.

Two other Maine stu-
dents, Alyssa Burbank of
Winslow High School and
Harper Gordon of Camden
Hills Regional High School
in Rockport, were selected
as distinguished finalists.
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in the first quarter behind
Seeley’s eight points.

But Shead went 1-for-9
from the floor in the second
quarter and freshman
Kassie Farley scored five
straight points to close the

gap to 19-16 at halftime.
“Give Shead credit. We had

a hard time scoring against
their [3-2 zone] defense,” said
WashburncoachDianaTrams.
“Having [point guard] Laina
Mette in foul trouble definitely
hurt us because it made it dif-
ficult to set up our press and
up-tempo the ball. But we
never gave up and I was really
proud of our effort.”

one-possession game again as
Central Aroostook hit its foul
shots and did a good job clos-
ing out on 3-point shooters.

Kylie Vining led all scor-

ers with 18 points for South-
ern Aroostook, including 10
in the fourth quarter to help
the Warriors stay within
striking distance.

Ashlee Harris chipped in
with 10 points for CAHS, while
Anthony finished with nine
and Karli Levesque and Cait-
lyn Harris had eight apiece.
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Southern Aroostook’s Kylie Vining (left) dives for a loose
ball against Central Aroostook’s Molly Anthony during
their Class D North girls semifinal basketball game at the
Cross Insurance Center in Bangor on Thursday. Central
Aroostook won 54-49.

Madison beats Searsport to advance
AUGUSTA — It defies

logical and mathematical
odds, but No. 4 Madison
r e a c h e d
the Class C
S o u t h
girls’ bas-
k e t b a l l
champion-
ship game without a single
encounter against a Moun-
tain Valley Conference
rival.

Madison used its 3-point
prowess to build a comfort-
able early lead and cruised
past No. 8 Searsport, 43-27,
in the semifinals on Thurs-
day afternoon at Augusta
Civic Center.

The Bulldogs survived a
tough home preliminary
game against No. 13 Wayn-
flete before taking out No.
12 Traip, and now the Vi-
kings, in the tournament
proper.

Life gets more familiar
and more challenging for
Madison (14-7), which
will battle No. 2 Boothbay
(19-1) for the regional
crowd at 7 p.m. Saturday.
The Bulldogs seek their

first crown since 2010.
They will have more

than a puncher’s chance if
they shoot the way they did
out of the starting blocks in
this one.

Kayla Bess knocked
down three consecutive
3-pointers from the same
spot on the floor in the first
quarter, all off passes from
Madeline Wood.

Madison led 13-5 after
that barrage. Wood
knocked down another
bomb from beyond the arc
in the second period.

The Bulldogs combined
that streaky accuracy with
tidy first-half offense (only
turnovers) and sank their
teeth into a 24-13 halftime
advantage.

Bess and Wood only
made free throws thereaf-
ter, but the damage to Se-
arsport was done. Wood led
Madison with 11 points.
Bess added 10. Erin Whalen
and Sydney LeBlanc scored
seven apiece.

Searsport, which edged
top-seeded Richmond in
the quarterfinals, couldn’t

recover from a 5-for-16 first
half from the field.

The Vikings closed it to
37-27 on a steal and reverse
layup with three minutes
to go, capping a seven-point
binge, but Wood and LeB-
lanc righted Madison with
six consecutive free
throws.

Ogden capped her stellar
career with a game-high 15
points.

Boothbay 36,Monmouth 34
At the Augusta Civic Cen-

ter, Faith Blethen scored 15
points to help No. 2 Booth-
bay edge No. 3 Monmouth
Academy in a Class C South
semifinal.

Page Brown chipped in
with seven points for Booth-
bay.

Tia Day and Haley West
each scored nine points to
lead Monmouth while
Abbey Allen and Sidney
Watson each put in eight.

Monmouth 10 19 22 34
Boothbay 7 16 28 36

Vinalhaven 37, Valley 22
At the Augusta Civic Cen-

ter, No. 3 Vinalhaven used a
balanced scoring attack to
beat No. 7 Valley of Bing-
ham during Class D South
semifinal action.

Gilleyanne Davis-Oakes
scored 10 points for Vinal-
haven, Ashlyn Littlefield
put in nine and Deja Dough-
ty netted eight.

Kendra Sweet, Dalayne
Davis and Jordan Belanger
each scored five points to
lead Valley.

Valley 2 6 9 22
Vinalhaven 13 19 26 37

Boys Basketball
Winthrop 45, Boothbay 31
At the Augusta Civic Cen-

ter, No. 2 Winthrop surged
to a nine-point halftime lead
en route to the victory over
No. 6 Boothbay in a Class C
South semifinal.

Jacob Hickey paced Win-
throp (17-3) with 16 points
and Anthony Owens put in
14.

Nick Gorey scored 11
points to lead Boothbay (13-
8) and Abel Bryer added 10.

Boothbay 8 16 29 31
Winthrop 12 25 33 45

FortKentboys andgirls captureAlpine titles
The Fort Kent Commu-

nity High School boys and
girls ski teams captured
the Class B
A l p i n e
state titles
T h u r s d a y
b e h i n d
strong ef-
forts from cousins Joey
Guimond and Alisha Gui-
mond at Black Mountain in
Rumford.

Each Guimond recorded
a first-place finish in the
slalom on Wednesday with
Joey Guimond compiling a
two-run time of 1 minute,
30.77 seconds and Alisha
Guimond recording a
1:41.08.

Joey Guimond followed
up with a second-place
clocking (1:52.39) in Thurs-
day’s giant slalom while
Alisha Guimond finished
sixth in the girls race in
1:59.19.

Their teammates also
turned in strong efforts in

both events as the Fort
Kent boys finished with 42
points to capture the state
title while the girls totaled
70 points.

Greenville placed second
in the boys competition
with 87 points and was fol-
lowed by Mountain Valley
of Rumford/Mexico (103),
Mount Abram of Salem
(127), Yarmouth (140), Ma-
ranacook of Readfield (162),
Telstar of Bethel (172), Car-
ibou (175), Spruce Moun-
tain of Jay/Livermore
Falls (229), Central Aroos-
took of Mars Hill (267),
Gray-New Gloucester (285)
and John Bapst of Bangor
(315).

Maranacook took sec-
ond-place honors in the
girls competition and was
followed by Spruce Moun-
tain (117), Mount Abram
(232), John Bapst (259), Lee
Academy (299) and Caribou
(301).

The Yarmouth girls won

the giant slalom, but didn’t
have a scoring team in the
slalom.

In in the boys slalom,
Fort Kent was also aided by
Austin Plourde’s third-
place finish while David
Roy placed fifth and Jona-
than Haley took sixth.

Haley went on to pick up
a sixth place in the giant
slalom while Roy finished
eighth and teammate Dan-
iel Rioux took 11th.

Forest Hills of Jack-
man’s Ian McKendry won
the giant slalom in 1:49.54
after notching a fourth in
the slalom.

In the girls races, Fort
Kent also received valu-
able points in the slalom
from Jordan Tanguay,
Alexis Lovley and Olivia
Martin, who finished
fourth, ninth and 11th, re-
spectively. They came
back with solid efforts the
next day in the giant sla-
lom as Martin finished

11th, Tanguay placed 13th
and Lovley took 15th.

Greenville’s Shelby
Cowin won the giant sla-
lom in 1:44.96.

Class A Alpine champs
also were crowned after
two days of racing at Mt.
Abram in Greenwood with
the Edward Little of Au-
burn boys winning the
boys state with 116 points
and the Falmouth captur-
ing the girls crown with
77.

Mt. Blue of Farmington
finished second in the boys
competition with 120 points
and was followed by Cape
Elizabeth (138), Presque
Isle (240) and Falmouth
(261) to round out the top
five.

The Cape Elizabeth girls
finished second overall
with 166 points while Ed-
ward Little (173), Greely of
Cumberland (176) and Cam-
den Hills (239) rounded out
the top five.

HIGH
SCHOOL
ROUNDUP

HIGH
SCHOOL
SKIING
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Nolan Altvater had 11
points and four rebounds for
the winners. Batchelder fin-
ished with 10 points, four
rebounds and two steals,
and Morales had nine

points, six rebounds and two
steals.

James Mesereau had 11
points and eight rebounds
for Machias to complement
Godfrey and Jordan Grant
wound up with eight points.
Mark Anthony had six
points and six rebounds.

The Warriors took a 32-29
lead into the intermission

thanks to its seven 3-point-
ers and balanced scoring.

Morales had nine first-
half points, all on 3-pointers,
while Mathers had eight
points and Altvater netted
seven.

The taller Bulldogs
controlled the boards
with Godfrey hauling
down 16 rebounds to go

with his 14 points.
Mesereau had nine points

and Anthony had six.
Mesereau also grabbed
seven rebounds.
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ling hit a driving layup for
Easton, and Sotomayor stole
the ball on Washburn’s final
possession.

Easton used efficient ball-
movement and stingy interi-
or defense in steadily build-
ing its 21-14 halftime lead.

The Bears did a phenomenal
job of limiting the touches of
WashburncenterJarrettOlson,
who was constantly double-
teamed in the paint and held to
two points in the first half.

Sotomayor scored nine of
his points in the first 16 min-
utes, including a steal and a
breakaway layup which gave
Easton its largest lead at 21-10.

But the Beavers would
keep fighting, scoring the
final four points of the half
on a Noah Caron jumper
and McCall Turner layup.

Halvorson had 16 points
for Easton and Sotomayor
finished with 16 as well.
Doody contributed nine.

Washburn was led by
Caron’s 19-point effort while
Baker had nine.
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Easton’s Hunter Brown (center) goes up for two past Washburn’s Mccall Turner (left) dur-
ing a Class D North boys semifinal basketball game at the Cross Insurance Center in Ban-
gor on Thursday. Easton won 52-48.
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