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“Every single year I
would get most improved,
most improved, most im-
proved,” she said of year-
end awards. “I was like,
dang, I must have been re-
ally bad when I started
playing.”

Her first major accom-
plishment came when she
earned a scholarship to
Salt Lake Community Col-
lege. The Bruins advanced
to the junior college na-
tional tournament during
her second season under
coach Betsy Specketer,
who was pivotal in Swan’s
development.

“She’s one of the most
kind-hearted, sincere peo-
ple I know. She taught me
that as a team you always
have each other’s backs,”
Swan said.

“She’s someone who I
can still talk to and some-
one who I love very dear-
ly,” she added.

A friend of Barron who
does scouting and recruit-
ing suggested Swan might
be a good fit for UMaine be-
cause of her athleticism and
well-rounded game.

“She works hard at her
game,” Barron said. “She’s
a great teammate, and
she’ll give terrific effort.”

Upon visiting Orono,
Swan knew right away that
UMaine was the right place
for her. She appreciates
how the Black Bears em-
braced her.

“Right off the bat I got
along with everyone so
well. It was not difficult at
all to mesh with them,”
Swan said.

It took time for Swan to
make the transition from
junior college basketball to
Division I and Barron’s
system.

“It was really different,
but Liz Wood helped me a
lot just because we both
played each other’s posi-
tion,” Swan said. “They all
helped me a lot.”

Every day, Barron saw
Swan’s skills and basket-
ball IQ improve. The chal-
lenge was to help her un-
derstand how good she can
be.

“When she’s locked in,
she plays with a different
level of energy and asser-
tiveness and aggressive-
ness, and she can have
good games like she did
against UMBC [21 points,
five rebounds, three assists
in a 72-38 win on Feb. 4],”
he said.

Swan has boosted her
scoring by 4.7 points and

her rebounding by 2.3 per
game this season while
averaging almost 11½
minutes more per con-
test.

“I’m scoring a lot more
this year than I did last sea-
son. With that, in general,
my confidence has boosted
a lot because I’m playing
well,” she said.

“She’s a difficult match-
up because she’s a big
guard who can post up
smaller guards and a fast
post who can bring a post
defender away from the
basket,” Cimino said.

Despite being a long way
from home, Swan has
thrived with her UMaine
family. She is the oldest of
David and Chandra Swan’s
five children.

Bella Swan was adopted,
then David and Chandra
Swan had three children
before adopting their
youngest daughter, who is
Bella Swan’s biological sis-
ter.

“My mom’s always been
the primary caregiver, my
support,” Swan said. “She
was the main person that
took care of us.”

Chandra Swan had main-
tained a relationship with
Bella Swan’s birth mother,
Brandee Hudson, whom
Swan knew by sight but
hadn’t met until last
spring.

“When we were walking
down the street I just hap-
pened to see her in Italy,”
Swan said of UMaine’s team
trip last May. “I just went up
to her and we hugged. That
was the first time I’d ever
seen her, talked to her in
person.”

The Swans and Hudson
all visited Maine to help
celebrate Swan’s “Senior
Day” on Feb. 27.

The Black Bears will be
tested on Friday by a for-
midable Albany team.
They’ll need Swan to be at
her best.

“It’s not how good does
she want to be, it’s how
good does she believe she
is,” Barron said. “She’s
very athletic, she’s skilled,
she can shoot the ball.”

UMaine knows what it
must do to beat the Great
Danes for the second time
this season.

“It’s just a matter of
who’s going to work harder
and who’s going to execute
in your offense,” Swan
said. “It’s all the little
things that we need to focus
on, but we can’t be nervous
or worried.”

For Swan and the Black
Bears, having the confi-
dence in their ability to
win may be the most im-
portant factor of all.

In his first two seasons,
Renouf was the team’s
second-leading point-get-
ter among defensemen be-
hind All-American Ben
Hutton.

Renouf had three goals
and nine assists as a sopho-
more and a goal and 10 as-
sists as a freshman.

Hutton also passed up his
senior year to sign with the
Vancouver Canucks, who
drafted him in the fifth
round. He is the Canucks’
leading point-getter among
defensemen (one goal, 21 as-
sists).

Despite the loss of Renouf
and graduating Conor Riley,
the Black Bears will still re-
turn five defensemen who
received significant playing
time this season in junior
Eric Schurhamer, sopho-
more Mark Hamilton and
freshmen Rob Michel, Keith
Muehlbauer and Sam Beck-
er.

Freshman Stephen Co-
chrane was a redshirt, and
the Black Bears have an in-
coming defenseman in Pat-

rick Holway, a sixth-round
draft pick of the Red Wings.

Gendron said he likes his
group of returning defense-

men and added that “we
haven’t stopped recruiting.”

Renouf couldn’t be
reached for comment.

America East Championship
No. 2 MAINE vs. No. 1 ALBANY

Time, site: 4:30 p.m. Friday, SEFCU Arena, Albany, New York
Records: Maine 26-7, Albany 26-4
Series, last meeting: Maine leads 18-15, Maine 65-53 on 2/14/16
Key players: Maine — 5-8 G Sigi Koizar (17.6 points per game, 4.1 rebounds

per game, 3.9 assists per game, 1.6 steals per game, .433 3-pt. FG pct.), 5-10
G/F Liz Wood (9.5 ppg, 7.5 rpg, 2.8 apg, 2.5 spg), 6-2 F Mikaela Gustafsson (8.6
ppg, 4.3 rpg, 2.0 apg), 5-11 F Bella Swan (8.0 ppg, 5.4 rpg), 5-8 G Sophie
Weckstrom (5.9 ppg, 2.2 apg), 5-10 G Chantel Charles (3.6 ppg); Albany — 6-1
F Shereesha Richards (23.5 ppg, 8.5 rpg, 1.8 spg, .561 FG pct.), 5-8 G Imani
Tate (18.3 ppg, 5.5 rpg, 4.1 apg, 3.1 spg), 5-9 G Zakiya Saunders (11.4 ppg, 4.2
rpg, 7.2 apg, 2.1 spg), 6-2 F Tiana-Jo Carter (8.3 ppg, 6.1 rpg, 1.4 blocked shots
per game), 5-6 G Erin Coughlin (5.2 ppg, 2.3 apg)

Game notes: The Black Bears hope to rely on their defensive prowess as
they play the program’s most significant game since 2004 — the last time
UMaine won a league title. The challenge is significant, facing the four-time
defending AE champions on their home court, where they have a 16-game win
streak (UM won 55-42 on 2/1/15). Albany’s seniors have a 48-6 (.888) career
home record. The Great Danes won 64-59 there on Jan. 16, but UMaine showed
the blueprint for success by holding 3-time AE Player of the Year Richards to
eight points and Albany to a season-low 53 in the Bangor win. Albany has aver-
aged only 58.5 ppg against the Black Bears, compared to 72.4 against other
opponents. Keys for UMaine include: Transition defense, not giving up open
shots and drives to the basket; keeping Richards bottled up in the without incur-
ring foul trouble, especially to Wood; and taking advantage of transition chances
with Koizar’s ability to attack the rim while also refusing to settle for 3-pointers
by working for midrange shots from the high post and the baseline in its half-
court sets.

Women’s Basketball

Brady’sdeal $12Mless thanOsweiler-Texanspact
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

New England Patriots
quarterback Tom Brady’s
two-year contract extension
includes a
$28 million
s i g n i n g
bonus.

The total value of Brady’s
deal is $60 million over four
years, and would keep him
in New England through the
2019 season when he will be
42 years old.

Brady will earn $30 mil-
lion over the next two sea-
sons, $7 million less than
what the Houston Texans
will pay newly signed quar-
terback Brock Osweiler.

The four-time Super Bowl
champion has always main-
tained he could play well
into his 40s.

The deal has been filed of-
ficially with the league and
carries low base salaries —
$1 million — for each of the
next two seasons.

The lower base salary
saves Brady in the event he
serves a four-game suspen-
sion for Deflategate — he’ll

only lose $236,000 in salary
versus more than $2 million
based on his previous deal.

“I’d like to play a long
time, yeah, a long time,”
Brady said in October.
“There’s a lot
that goes into
playing well.
I’ve played
with a lot of
great team-
mates. But I
want to play
for a long
time, maybe
10 more
years. I think
that’s proba-
bly what my
goal is.

“Well, it’s
not always
up to me.
That’s what
my goals are,
so that’s just
what I’m hoping. And it will
take a lot to achieve that.
Obviously, a team has to
want you, but I think that’s
… you know, I love playing
this sport. I love making a
commitment to my team-

mates and my coaches, and
hopefully I can do it for a
long time.”

With this extension,
Brady will get his wish.

Brady’s salary-cap charge
for 2016 was scheduled to be
a team-high $15 million and
the extension lowers that
number to $14 million.

Patriots host restricted free
agents

Running back Benny
Cunningham and wide re-
ceiver Kevin Hogan, both
restricted free agents, were
scheduled to visit the New
England Patriots on Thurs-
day.

Cunningham, undrafted
out of Middle Tennessee
State, is a very good receiver
and blocker, traits the Patri-
ots value in their running
backs. He has enough power
to run through tackles in the
open field and could make a
good complement to Dion
Lewis, who is returning
from a knee injury.

Cunningham was ten-
dered at the low level of $1.6
million by the Los Angeles

Rams, meaning the Patriots
would owe no draft compen-
sation if they sign Cunning-
ham to an offer sheet the
Rams opt not to match.

Hogan was the No. 3 re-
ceiver most of last season
for the Bills and was partic-
ularly successful against the
Patriots. He was also ten-
dered at the low level de-
spite catching 77 passes the
past two seasons. Given
their cap situation — the
Bills were projected at $4
million under the cap Thurs-
day morning — matching an
offer sheet for Hogan might
prove challenging.

Talks stall between Jets, QB
Talks with incumbent

starting quarterback Ryan
Fitzpatrick were going no-
where 24 hours into free
agency, leading the New
York Jets to open their
minds to alternatives.

Fitzpatrick had a career
year with the Jets under the
tutelage of offensive coordi-
nator Chan Gailey last sea-
son but, according to NFL
Network, Fitzpatrick was

offered a contract only
slightly better than the
three-year, $21 million deal
the Philadelphia Eagles
gave pre-
sumed back-
up Chase
Daniel.

The Jets
are not ex-
pected to
budge from
the offer to
the 33-year-
old journey-
man and might turn their
attention elsewhere imme-
diately. One option for gen-
eral manager Mike Maccag-
nan is a deal with his former
boss, Houston Texans gen-
eral manager Rick Smith, to
bring in Brian Hoyer.

Hoyer has one year left on
his contract with the Texans
at $4 million. He signed a
$10.5 million, two-year deal
with Houston last spring.

Former second-round
pick Geno Smith is under
contract for 2016 and his cap
number is just over $1.56
million, the final season of
his rookie contract. He also

failed to wrap up the start-
ing job with Fitzpatrick idle
because of a leg injury in the
2015 offseason and pre-
season.

From Fitzpatrick’s per-
spective, the Jets are low-
balling him based on the av-
erage salary of starting
quarterbacks in the NFL.

Brock Osweiler, he of
seven career starts, just
signed with the Texans for
$72 million over four years
and $37 million guaranteed
in the first two years of the
deal.

Kirk Cousins, in his first
season as Redskins’ starter,
signed a franchise tender for
$19.6 million in 2016.

Options beyond the Jets
might be limited for Fitz-
patrick, especially if he
would like to start. The
Dallas Cowboys, Oakland
Raiders, Cleveland Browns,
Miami Dolphins and others
are considering upgrades
of their quarterback depth
chart, but none are likely
to give Fitzgerald more
than a clipboard on game
day.
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University of Maine’s Dan Renouf (right) battles for a loose puck with Boston University’s
Chase Phelps during their hockey game at Alfond Arena in Orono in January.

Bradley grabs share of Valspar lead
REUTERS

Former PGA Champion-
ship winner Keegan Bradley
converted several crucial
putts to
grab a
share of the
first-round lead at the Val-
spar Championship on
T h u r s d a y
while Jor-
dan Spieth’s
title defense
got off to a
horrendous
start.

Bradley ,
who had to
transition to
a non-an-
chored putter when a ban
went into effect this year,
mixed five birdies with one
bogey for a four-under-par
67 that put him in a three-
way tie with Charles Howell
III and Ken Duke.

They led fellow American
Chesson Hadley by one
stroke, while Spieth fell nine
strokes behind as he strug-
gled on greens that he said
were among the slowest he

had ever encountered on the
PGA Tour.

Bradley, who missed four
of his last five cuts on the
PGA Tour, had no trouble
adjusting to the greens dur-
ing a blustery round at Inn-
isbrook Resort’s Copper-
head Course in Palm Har-
bor, Florida, where needed
just 25 putts.

“I really had a good day
on the greens, which was
nice because it’s been
awhile,” said Bradley, who
drained a crucial nine-foot
putt for par on his penulti-
mate hole, the par-three
eighth, before closing with
an up and down for par.

Spieth was returning to
the scene of his playoff vic-
tory that kicked off one of
the game’s greatest seasons
as he went on to triumph at
the Masters, U.S. Open,
John Deere Classic and
Tour Championship and Fe-
dExCup playoffs title.

But the world number
one, who started his round
on the par-four 10th, was un-
able to rediscover that form
as he bogeyed five of his first

seven holes en route to a
disappointing five-over-par
76 that left him in a tie for
117th.

The poor round leaves
Spieth fighting to make a cut
for the second time in his
last three starts after miss-
ing out at last month’s
Northern Trust Open.

“It was a very tough day,”
said Spieth, whose win at
the Valspar last year was
the first of five on the PGA
Tour for the Texan. “I got off
to a poor start and I was be-
hind the eight-ball with
gusty wind on a tough golf
course.”

Mayor’sMasters Reception
back on

This year’s Augusta
Mayor’s Masters Reception
will honor its first female
golfer, LPGA champ Nancy
Lopez.

Mayor Hardie Davis an-
nounced Wednesday the
previously canceled event
was back on, and will cele-
brate Lopez, who he greatly
admired, and longtime re-
ception chairman Wayne

Hawkins.
“In the history of golf, the

word has an acronym: Gen-
tlemen Only, Ladies Forbid-
den. Not
t o d a y , ”
Davis said.

I n s t e a d ,
on the heels
of Interna-
tional Wom-
en’s Day and
with Wom-
en’s History
Month ongo-
ing, “we can talk about the
contributions that women
have made in the history of
all sports,” Davis said.

“When we talk about the
history of golf, there is one
woman who comes to mind
as a legend, not just in the
LPGA but in the history of
the game that we know as
golf. That lady is Mrs. Nancy
Lopez, our 2016 Mayor’s
Masters Reception honor-
ee,” the mayor said.

Lopez is a member of the
World Golf Hall of Fame and
winner of 48 LPGA Tour
events, including three
major championships.
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Keegan Bradley hits his second shot on the 16th hole during the first round of the Valspar Championship at Innisbrook
Resort’s Copperhead Course on Thursday.
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