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Busch dominates field atMartinsville
BY AMANDA VINCENT
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

RIDGEWAY, Virginia —
Kyle Busch turned in a dom-
inating performance in the
STP 500 NAS-
CAR Sprint
Cup Series race
at Martinsville Speedway on
Sunday to claim his first se-
ries win at the track after
leading for 352 laps.

“I can’t say enough about
this whole JGR (Joe Gibbs
Racing) team on this side
(Sprint Cup),” Busch said.
“This M&Ms Camry was
awesome in practice yester-
day. We had a really good
car through practice and
Adam (Stevens, crew chief)
made some really good ad-
justments overnight to keep
us where we need to be in
order to run up front all day,
led a lot of laps, probably led
the most laps, there, and to
win here in Martinsville is
pretty cool. Finally get to
take a clock (trophy) home.”

A.J. Allmendinger passed

Busch’s Joe Gibbs Racing
teammate, Matt Kenseth, on
a restart with 11 laps re-
maining in the 500-lap race
to finish second. Kenseth
wound up outside the top 10
by the checkered flag, fin-
ishing 15th. Kyle Larson,
Austin Dillon and Brad Kes-
elowski finished third
through fifth, respectively.

“Well, I was hoping for
one more spot for a culmina-
tion,” Allmendinger said.
“But, I passed Jimmie John-
son, like, five times at Mar-
tinsville; that’s pretty cool. I
can’t thank everybody on
this team enough, especially
Tad and Jodi Geschickter
(car owners). They put a lot
of effort into this team. We
weren’t where we wanted to
be about six months ago. We
brought in so many people
who stepped up to embrace
their new roles. I can’t thank
all our sponsors enough.”

For Keselowski, the top-
five finish came after over-
coming an early-race pit-
road speeding penalty.

“We want to win, but I
think we ran very competi-
tive, and that’s something to
be proud of,” Keselowski
said. “We’re not happy;
we’re proud.”

Joey Logano started on
the pole and led the first 21
laps before Paul Menard led
for a handful of laps. Busch
took the lead for the first
time on lap 32. As Busch ran
up front, Logano slipped
back. By lap 70, he was out-
side the top 20.

A few laps later, he fell off
the lead lap. Logano got back
on the lead lap, courtesy of a
free pass during a lap-137
yellow flag.

“It was frustrating,” Loga-
no said. “You want to go out
there and win, for sure, and
we just missed it. The first
run was just absolutely awful
to go down a lap from the
lead, so we fought to get our
car better, which we did, and
then we overadjusted and
came back and overadjusted
on the way back, and then we
had a pit-road penalty.”

Harvick led a handful of
laps a couple times in the first
half of the race, taking the
lead from Busch on lap 101 to
run up front for five laps,
then taking the lead again on
lap 156. His second stint in the
front was more significant, as
he led until Kenseth got off pit
road first during a lap-221 yel-
low flag.

Kenseth lost the lead he
had gained on pit road when
Busch moved back to the
front on lap 241. Kenseth got
off pit road ahead of Busch to
take the lead during multiple
cautions in the middle por-
tion of the race, but each time,
Busch would get back to the
lead quickly after the race re-
started.

In all, the yellow flag waved
eight times, with the first cau-
tion coming on lap five for a
tire issue for Dale Earnhardt
Jr. The final caution came
with 16 laps to go when Jamie
McMurray experienced a tire
problem, then got clipped by
Menard before being able to
ease his car to pit road. After

being two laps down at one
point, Earnhardt recovered to
get back on lead lap on 312
and finish 14th.

A third Joe Gibbs Racing
driver, Carl Edwards, fin-
ished sixth. Placing seventh
through 10th were Brian
Vickers, Menard, Jimmie
Johnson and Ryan Newman,
respectively. The remaining
JGR driver, Denny Hamlin,
was handed a pit-road speed-
ing penalty early, then mat-
ters got worse when he hit the
wall on lap 221, retiring him
from the race.

“It’s my first time ever
doing it here, so it’s a little
embarrassing, but, I mean,
we were the fastest car those
last 30 laps and we got back
to the top five and I was mak-
ing up a lot of my speed on
entry,” Hamlin said. “As the
tires wear, the rears get hot-
ter, less grip, you can’t brake
at the same amount, and I
just — it was really out of the
blue. I didn’t ever have a hint
of it up until that moment, so
a bit of a rookie move on my

part. Been around here too
much to do something like
that, but learning for the fall
and I’m really encouraged
about how good our car came
up through the pack, and I
really thought we had a car
that could win.”

NOTES: Kyle Busch won
the NASCAR Xfinity Series
race at Martinsville Speed-
way on Saturday. It was
Busch’s first win at the track
in any of NASCAR’s three
national series. … Joey Loga-
no claimed his third consecu-
tive Martinsville pole on Fri-
day after dominating the
three-round qualifying ses-
sion. … Jimmie Johnson
leads active drivers in Mar-
tinsville wins with eight.
Next is Denny Hamlin with
five. … The starting grid for
the STP 500 featured 40 cars,
the first full race field since
the season-opening Daytona
500 in February. … Martins-
ville Speedway is the only
track to host NASCAR races
in all 68 years of the sanction-
ing body’s existence.
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Thomas College’s Derek Kane is unable to handle the throw, enabling Husson University’s Zach Sugar to safely slide to
first during the first of two games Saturday at the Winkin Sports Complex in Bangor. Thomas won the opener 8-7 and
the Eagles won the second game 8-1.

NASCAR

Whitten became the 18th
player in program history to
reach the 150-hit plateau
with a leadoff single and he
eventually scored on Hus-
ton’s two-run ground-ball
single just inside the third-
base bag.

In addition to Huston and
Boone, Curran and Whitten
had two hits each for Hus-
son.

Zach Mathieu had two

singles for Thomas (7-8, 3-3
NAC), and Nik Beeson tri-
pled.

In the opener, Husson
spotted Thomas five first-in-
ning runs and rallied from
an 8-2 deficit to within 8-7 on
five fifth-inning runs. Re-
liever Dominic Esposito
thwarted the comeback with
2â…“ innings of two-hit,
one-run ball.

“My cutter was definitely
working for me. And I struck
two guys out with my
changeup,” said righty Es-
posito, who stranded the po-
tential tying run at second

in the fifth, sixth and sev-
enth innings.

“He has done a hell of a
job for us. He’s the type of
kid you want in that situa-
tion,” said King.

“He mixed his speeds well
and he had a little cutter,”
said Husson coach Jason
Harvey.

Kane’s RBI triple and run-
scoring singles by Joe Quin-
lan and Hank Vinall keyed
the five-run first inning off
loser Robert Graff.

“It was good to jump out
on top,” said Beeson, who
sparked the 13-hit attack

with a double, two singles
and an RBI.

Husson’s fifth-inning
rally featured Archer’s two-
run triple off starter Isiah
Fleming followed by a two-
run, inside-the-park homer
by Curran off Esposito.

To go with Beeson, Kane
also had three hits for Thom-
as including his triple and
Quinlan and Vinall had two
singles apiece.

Boone had three singles
for Husson, Rebar had two
singles and Archer had a
single to accompany his tri-
ple.

Husson
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Bouchard singled home
an insurance run in the fifth
and Carlson singled home
two more in the sixth.

Alyssa Derrick had a pair
of singles and an RBI for
Maine.

Alexandra Pisciotta had a

run-scoring triple for Stony
Brook (11-17-1, 3-2 AE), Patty
Borges doubled and Chelsea
Evans had an RBI single.

In the first game, Evans
belted a three-run homer with
two outs in the first inning to
give the Seawolves the only
runs they were to need.

Kellie Reynolds and
Diane Caruso singled off
Maine starter Molly Flowers
before Evans homered.

Pisciotta’s run-scoring
single expanded the lead in
the fourth inning.

Lefty Sallen and righty
Neales stranded 11 Black
Bear baserunners.

Sallen pitched out of a
bases-loaded, no-outs jam in
the first inning and worked
her way out of two more
bases-loaded predicaments
in the second and sixth in-
nings.

Sallen allowed all six hits,
walked four and hit two bat-
ters before leaving in the
seventh after allowing sin-
gles to Leonard and and
Meghan Royle. Neales came
on to retire all three hitters
she faced to earn her first
save.

Leonard was the game’s
only repeat hitter with two
singles. Rachel Harvey dou-
bled for Maine.

Softball
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Lee (3-2) scattered four
hits over the first six in-
nings while striking out
seven and walking two. Rod-
liff claimed his second save
after limiting UMaine to
four hits with six strikeouts

and a walk over the last
three innings.

Giles paced Stony Brook
with two singles and two RBis,
while David Real collected a
triple, a double and a single.
Caputo drove in three runs
with a single and a sacrifice fly
for the winners.

Colin Ridley and Brenden
Geary each hit two singles
for UMaine. Kevin Sty-

pulkowski added a double.
Sophomore Justin Court-

ney of Bangor (1-3) took the
loss. He gave up four hits
and four runs with seven
strikeouts and two walks in
61/3 innings.

Stony Brook scored all the
runs it would need in the
sixth inning. Real hit a one-
out triple and scored on an
infield single by Giles.

Toby Handley was hit by a
pitch, then Andruw Gazzola
stroked a run-scoring single.
Jack Parenty was walked in-
tentionally, but Caputo
grounded out to plate the
third run.

Stony Brook scored five
times in the seventh, aided
by three walks, a wild pitch
and an error, to put the game
out of reach.

$4.9M holding up Kaepernick trade to Broncos
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The San Francisco 49ers
may be getting closer to trad-
ing quarterback Colin Kaepe-
rnick to the Denver Broncos,
but the deal reportedly is
being held up by $4.9 million.

ESPN’s Adam Schefter re-
ported the two sides have the
parameters of an agreement
in principle, but Kaepernick
must first agree to a restruc-
tured deal with Denver.

According to the report, be-
fore a deal is completed the
49ers, Broncos and Kaeper-
nick have to agree on who will
pay the quarterback’s $11.9
million guaranteed salary for
the 2016 season.

A source confirmed to
ESPN that the Broncos are
willing to pay $7 million, and

Denver and Kaepernick
would like the San Francisco
to pay the remaining $4.9 mil-
lion.

However, the 49ers have
been unwilling to pay the dif-
ference and Kaepernick has
been unwilling to forfeit the
$4.9 million to make the deal
work, according to the report.

The 49ers have granted
Kaepernick’s agents permis-
sion to seek a trade.

Kaepernick and Broncos
executive vice president of
football operations/general
manager John Elway have
met twice since March 15, ac-
cording to the San Francisco
Chronicle.

Kaepernick met with at El-
way’s house in the Denver
area last Thursday, the same
day Kaepernick’s $11.9 million

base salary became guaran-
teed for this upcoming season.

Kaepernick and Denver
have made progress on the
other years in the quarter-
back’s contract, which runs
through 2020, leaving the 2016
season as the only obstacle,
according to the ESPN source.

After Peyton Manning re-
tired and heir-apparent start-
er Brock Osweiler bolted to
the Houston Texans, the
Broncos acquired veteran
Mark Sanchez from the Phila-
delphia Eagles last month.

Trevor Siemian, a 2015 sev-
enth-round pick who didn’t
play a snap as a rookie, also is
on the Broncos’ roster.

New 49ers head coach Chip
Kelly has said he hopes to
have Kaepernick on the team.

“Have I done any selling?

No. It’s just been talking to
him, and I don’t think there’s
a selling part,” Kelly said at
the NFL meetings in Boca
Raton, Fla., last month. “No.
1, I can’t talk offensively with
him and say, ‘I think this is a
good fit because of this, this
and this’ because you’re not
allowed to do that. But I did
make him understand that
just because there is a busi-
ness side, it doesn’t mean that
we don’t want you here. We
want him. I really would love
to work with him, so I think
he understands that.”

Kaepernick, 28, has been
with the 49ers since they se-
lected him in the second
round of the 2011 NFL Draft.
He played in only nine games
last season due to a shoulder
injury.

Griffin returns,
helps Clippers
beatWizards
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

LOS ANGELES — Blake
Griffin made his long-await-
ed return, and Chris Paul
scored 27 points and handed
out 12 assists
to spark the
Los Angeles
Clippers to a
114-109 victory over the
Washington Wizards on
Sunday at Staples Center.

Jamal Crawford came off
the bench to score 19 points
and record six assists, and
J.J. Redick added 18 points
for the Clippers (48-28), who
defeated the Wizards for the
eighth consecutive time.

Griffin returned after miss-
ing 45 games due to a partial-
ly torn quad tendon and a
four-game suspension for
slugging an equipment man-
ager. Griffin finished with six
points, five rebounds and
four assists in 24 minutes.

Marcin Gortat had 21
points and seven rebounds
and John Wall contributed
15 points and 13 assists for
the Wizards (37-40), who fell
31/2 games back of the Indi-
ana Pacers for the final play-
off spot in the Eastern Con-
ference.

Rockets 118, Thunder 110
HOUSTON — James Hard-

en had game-high 41 points
with nine assists and three
steals, including one with 37
seconds left that preceded his
full-court pass to Patrick Bev-
erley, whose dunk game
Houston a 112-104 lead.

Trevor Ariza added 18
points and seven rebounds
for Houston, which recorded
22 offensive rebounds to off-
set 40.2 percent shooting.

Kevin Durant paired 33
points with eight rebounds,
but he bricked a pair of
3-point attempts in the
fourth quarter. Russell
Westbrook added 23 points,
13 boards and nine assists
for Oklahoma City.

Cavaliers 112, Hornets 103
CLEVELAND — LeBron

James had 31 points and 12
assists and J.R. Smith
matched his season high
with 27 points in Cleveland’s
win.

The Hornets pulled with-
in 96-92 after the Cavs led by
21 in the first half, but Smith
and Kevin Love each made
key 3-pointers late in the
game and the Cavs held on
to strengthen their hold on
the top spot in the Eastern
Conference.

Love scored 25 points and
grabbed nine rebounds while
Smith made six 3-pointers on
a day the Cavs were without
Kyrie Irving because of a
sprained left ankle.

Kemba Walker scored 29
points for the Hornets.

Mavericks88,Timberwolves78
MINNEAPOLIS — J.J.

Barea led the Mavericks with
21 points as Dallas extended
its win streak to four games.

Wesley Matthews had 19
and Devin Harris added 16
points off the bench as the
Mavs (39-38) remained in the
thick of the fight for a West-
ern Conference playoff spot.

Minnesota, which lost its
third straight game, got 30
points from Andrew Wiggins.
Rookie Karl-Anthony Towns
had 11 points, a season-best 21
rebounds and nine assists,
just missing the first triple-
double of his career.

Pelicans 106, Nets 87
NEW YORK — Tim Fra-

zier had the best game of ca-
reer, collecting career highs
of 19 points and 13 assists to
aid the Pelicans’ victory.

In his 10th game for New
Orleans, Frazier became the
first NBA player since Chris
Duhon to get 13 assists and
no turnovers off the bench
and also joined Chris Paul
as the second player in fran-
chise history with at least 13
assists and no turnovers.

The Nets lost their fifth
game in a row as they have
decided to shut down Brook
Lopez and Thaddeus Young
for the rest of the season.

Jazz 101, Suns 86
PHOENIX — Gordon Hay-

ward scored 22 points and
Derrick Favors added 17 as
the Jazz overcame a slow
start and stayed tied with
the Dallas Mavericks for
seventh in the Western Con-
ference playoff race.

NBA
ROUNDUP


