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great offensive team. To win
this series was huge.”

On Saturday, Maine two
outs from completing a sweep
but Hax homered to right off
John Arel in the seven-inning
affair.

“It’s unfortunate. We’re only
one pitch away from a double
play right there, one pitch away
fromgettingoutof that,”Trimp-
er said.

Arel locked up in a pitching
duel against UMBC senior Con-
rad Wozniak, the 2015 America
East Pitcher of the Year.

Thesophomoreright-hander
had limited the league’s top hit-
ting team to four hits heading
into the seventh with the Black
Bears leading1-0. It didn’t stand
up.

Arel (0-6) had retired seven
straight before Casali grounded
a leadoff single to center field

and A.J. Wright squirted an in-
field single toward the middle.
Tim Kelly fouled out bringing
up Hax, who stroked an 0-1
pitch over the hedge beyond the
right-field fence.

“Kev called for a slider and it
was a good call for a pitch, I just
didn’t bury it,” Arel explained.

Wozniak (5-2) retired the last
nine men he faced. He allowed
five hits while striking out nine
and walking two.

Wright singled twice among
seven hits against Arel, who
struck out four and hit a batter,
but did not issue a walk.

Chappell lined a solo home
run in the fourth to account for
UMaine’s only run. Geary
added a double.

“Hereallykepteverybodyon
their toes,” Chappell said of
Wozniak’s ability to mix his
fastball and breaking pitch.

“We had guys in scoring po-
sition three innings and all
three times he got us out,” he
added.

In the opener, UMaine pro-

vided Logan Fullmer with a
five-run cushion and he made it
stand up. The senior right-
hander (2-1) worked his way
around 12 hits and received er-
rorless defense from his team-
mates.

The Bears went 5-for-6
with runners in scoring posi-
tion against starter Matt
Chanin (0-5) to set the tone
for the win.

Utilizing a sharp slider and
steady fastball, Fullmer struck
out four and hit a batter and
wound up throwing 134 pitches.

“You’ve just got to hit spots
and pitch to your strengths,”
Fullmer said.

“Coming in, they have al-
most a .300 batting average, this
team,” he continued. “We knew
they were going to put the ball
in play, so just to try and get the
ball on the ground, try and get
flyouts.”

Ridley stroked three singles
with an RBI to pace UMaine’s
11-hit attack, while Jake Os-
borne (2 RBIs) and Chappell

(RBI) each logged two singles.
Gatto singled three times for

the Retrievers, with Lachance
(triple) and Mitchell Carroll
each providing two hits and an
RBI.

UMaine trailed 1-0 when it
put together a five-run rally.
Ridley started it with a sharp
single through the middle
and advanced on a wild
pitch. He scored one out later
when Chappell pulled a sin-
gle to left.

Gearyfollowedwithanoppo-
site-field, ground-rule double
down the line in left field on
which UMBC’s Nick Naumann
was injured and had to leave
the game.

Osborne followedwitha two-
strike, two-run single through
themiddleandmoveduponthe
throw. Kerbs singled to right
field, setting up an RBI single to
left by Casals.

After Stypulkowski was hit
by a pitch with two out, Ridley
roped a RBI single to right to
make it 5-1.

“I felt like I could get a lot
better with having a coach like
him behind the plate,” Bennett
added. “I really liked the drill
work he had and how he
pushed the catchers with high
intensity.”

The Bennett, 22, will make
his return to the Division I
ranks after a two-year stint at
Gulf Coast State College in
Panama City, Florida.

He began his career at the
University of South Florida in
2013 but suffered a shoulder
injury and was forced to un-
dergo surgery. With South
Florida coach Lelo Prado hav-
ing been let go, Bennett trans-
ferred to Gulf Coast, which is a
community college.

“It was hard, mentally more
than physically, getting back
into baseball. Sitting out a
whole year — it was tough,”
Bennettsaidof the2015season.

The 5-foot-10, 195-pounder is
having a productive season at
GCSC. He’s batting a team-
leading .432with21runsbatted
in, nine doubles and 31 runs
scored in 40 games.

He features an on-base per-
centageof .524,hasstolenthree
bases and has committed only
twoerrors in290chances (.993).

“I’m settling back in,” Ben-
nett said. “I got really comfort-
able this year, got back in my

zone, started playing well
again.”

Gulf Coast State, coached
by Mike Kandler, has a 35-10
record this season and has
qualified for the state tourna-
ment in the hope of advancing
to the National Junior College
Athletic Association Division
I national tournament.

Bennett was a four-time all-
area pick and a 2013 all-state
selection in baseball at Pen-

sacola High, where he also
played on the school’s 2009
state championship football
team.

Bennett, who has never
seen snow, received reassur-
ance fromhis fellowFloridians
that the winter weather and
the often cold baseball condi-
tions in the spring aren’t too
much to overcome.

“You get used to it. You
adapt to everything,” he said.

I’ve really wanted. I also re-
ally wanted to be on the Fox-
woods card again because I
really like fighting down
there.”

The previous meeting be-
tween Boyington and Almeida
was scheduled for April 12,
2014, in Boston. Boyington in-
stead defeated Ruslan Khube-
jashvili by unanimous deci-
sion to win the vacant CFX
lightweight championship.

Boyington followed up by de-
feating Jesse Erickson of Au-
burn to win the New England
Fights MMA pro lightweight
title in September 2014. He re-
cently vacated the New Eng-
land Fights belt after making
three title defenses, in great
part to pursue national-level
competition.

SaulAlmeidaiscomingoff a
first-round loss to Alexandre
Almeida on the same card Boy-
ington scored his first World
Series of Fighting victory. Al-
exandre Almeida went on to
dethrone Lance Palmer with a
five-round unanimous deci-
sion on Dec. 18 to win the
World Series of Fighting feath-
erweight championship.

Saul Almeida is 1-1 in World
Series of Fighting bouts and is
2-1 in Bellator MMA competi-
tion.

Boyington resumed train-
ing last weekend after resting
since his most recent fight —
a controversial split-decision
victory over Bangor-area
rival Jon Lemke in Lewiston
Feb. 6.

That was Boyington’s third
bout in less than four months
after the World Series of Fight-
ing victory over Rodrigo Al-
meida last October and a New
England Fights clash with

Jimmy Davidson Nov. 21.
Boyington was left battling

numerous injuries, including
a bulging disc in his back,
which required surgery
March 24, a broken hand and a
concussion.

“I had to take some time off
to really let things heal,” Boy-
ington said. “It’s hard to see
sometimes but having that
break and having that time off
sometimes just does you so
much good. You come back
real fresh and real hungry and
your body’s not so beat up.”

Boyington believes the two
monthshehastotrainbeforehis
next fight will provide him suffi-
cient time to prepare to his
WorldSeriesof Fightingreturn.

“Obviously, you’d want to
have a full camp,” Boyington
said. “I’d like to have not
missed a beat and be straight
in-shape perfect, but I abso-
lutely feel like I’ll be ready by
June 17.”
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behind her today,” said
Binghamton coach Michelle
Burrell.

Maine (17-15, 6-2 AE)
made just one error.

Bouchard said Bogdanov-
ich’s changeup was an im-
portant pitch for her.

“When you see some-
body five or six times, you
have to start mixing up
your speeds to try to keep
them off-balance,” said
Bouchard. “That’s what
we tried to do today.”

Binghamton (21-12, 7-2
AE) took a 1-0 lead in the
second inning when Cado-
gan drew a leadoff walk,
pinch-runner Bridget Hunt
scampered to third when
Taylor Chaffee flaired a
single into short right field,
and she scored on Crysti
Eichner’s groundout.

Maine broke through
for both runs against
Binghamton ace Sarah
Miller in the fourth.
Bouchard opened the in-
ning by scorching a line-
drive single to center and
she moved to second on
Alyssa Derrick’s ground-
er to second.

“I knew I needed to get
on base to give my team-
mates a chance to get me
home,” said Bouchard.

Rachel Harvey ripped a
sharp, ground-ball single
to the left and when the
ball glanced off Gabby
Bracchi’s leg, Bouchard
scooted home and Harvey
motored to second.

Lennon then lined an
opposite-field double to
the gap in right-center to
score Harvey.

“It was an outside pitch,
a curveball. That was (Mill-
er’s) out pitch all day and
that was what I was look-
ing for. With two strikes, I
had to protect the plate so I
took it the other way,” said
Lennon, who was playing
with a heavy heart after
her grandfather passed
away on Saturday.

“We told the kids all our
effort and energy needed
to go to Felicia today and
she played great,” said
Maine head coach Mike
Coutts. “I was really
happy for her.”

“I tried to keep the ball
outside on them but I may

have gotten too much of
the plate (in the fourth),”
said Miller, who pitched
five innings of six-hit,
two-run ball with three
strikeouts and no walks.

Harvey and Lennon had
two hits each for Maine
and Derrick had a double
as did Lennon.

Chaffee and Griffin Mc-
Iver singled for Bingham-
ton, which entered the
weekend with a .347 bat-
ting average.

On Saturday, Bogda-
novich struck out five and
didn’t walk anyone to
earn the Black Bears a
split. It was her second
consecutive shutout.

Her teammates gave her
the only run she was to
need in the second when
Harvey was hit by a pitch,
went to second on Len-
non’s single and scored on
Kristen Niland’s double.

Maine added two insur-
ance runs in the fourth on
Harvey’s base hit, a field-
er’s choice, Niland’s RBI
triple and Maddie Moore’s
sacrifice fly.

Harvey and Niland had
two hits apiece for Maine
while Jessica Rutherford
singled twice for Bing-
hamton and Sydney Har-
baugh doubled.

In the opener, Chaffee’s
RBI double in the fifth
broke a 3-3 tie and Eichner
followed with a run-scor-
ing single as Binghamton
overcame a 3-1 deficit.

Bouchard’s RBI double
in the first inning an-
swered Cadogan’s run-
scoring single in the top of
the inning and Bouchard’s
leadoff double triggered a
two-run third that also
featured RBI singles by
Derrick and Niland.

But Binghamton tied it
in the fourth on Bracchi’s
RBI single and an ensuing
run-producing error.

The Bearcats added two
insurance runs in the
sixth on RBI singles by
Rutherford and Cadogan.

Miller went the dis-
tance for the win, allow-
ing nine hits and three
runs with five strikeouts
and two walks.

Bracchi, Rutherford,
Cadogan and Eichner had
two hits apiece for Bing-
hamton while Bouchard
and Niland had two apiece
for Maine and Meghan
Royle doubled.

Edwards victorious at FoodCity 500
BY AMANDA VINCENT
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BRISTOL, Tennessee —
Carl Edwards led more than
half of the Food City 500 NAS-
CAR Sprint Cup Series race
at Bristol
M o t o r
Speedway
on Sunday, running up front
for 276 laps of the 500-lap dis-
tance on his way to his first
win of the season and the
fourth of his career at Bristol.

“Just awesome,” Edwards
said. “This is a real testament
to my team. The guys have
been working really hard.
We’ve got Comcast Business
folks here, and they helped
put this whole thing together
with ARRIS and Toyota, TRD,
Stanley — all the folks that
made this 19 team happen.
Just great and so awesome.
Thanks to Sprint and Cessna
and all the folks that make
this happen. Now we’re in the
Chase, and we can go have
some fun. Just so cool; awe-
some to be here.”

Dale Earnhardt Jr. and
Kurt Busch traded second po-
sition back and forth with a
handful of laps remaining.
Earnhardt won that battle,
taking second after starting

the race two laps down. He
headed to pit road at the start
of the race when he couldn’t
get up to speed at the green
flag.

Earnhardt stayed out and
took wave-arounds during
two early-race cautions to get
back on the lead lap.

“We had a dead battery at
the start of the race — some-
thing bad like that. Same
thing, I think happened to the
No. 22 (Joey Logano). That
cost us two laps early in the
race, and we worked real
hard. Greg (Ives, crew chief)

did a great job helping us get
our laps back. The car was
about a 15th or 10th-place car.
We were just lucky on those
restarts as to where we lined
up. And that really helped
us.”

Busch wound up third,
while rookie Chase Elliott and
Trevor Bayne finished fourth
and fifth respectively. Elliott,
like Earnhardt, also was two
laps down at one point because
of anunscheduledpitstopfora
loose wheel.

“I just had a really good
Kelley Blue Book/NAPA

Chevrolet,” Elliott said. “The
guys brought a fast car here
this weekend. Started off a
little slow. I didn’t qualify as
well as we wanted on Friday,
but we hit on a couple of
things, I thought, right there
towards the end of final prac-
tice yesterday that we really
liked. Fortunately that car-
ried over to today, and I was
able to move forward. I hated
to have a loose wheel, but
stuff happens.”

Edwards was joined up
front by his Joe Gibbs Racing
teammates — Kyle Busch,
Matt Kenseth and Denny
Hamlin — at the start of the
race, but he was the only driv-
er of the four to have a flaw-
less day while all three of his
teammates had issues, pri-
marily with right-front tires.

“There was some concern,
but for some reason, with our
car, we didn’t have any of
those issues,” Edwards said.
“Just really proud of these
guys and thank you to every-
body that makes this happen.
This team is awesome and
Dave (Rogers, crew chief)
doesn’t quit. He can almost
read my mind; he can tell me
things in the race right when
I needed them. It was just a
good day.”

RANDY SARTIN | USA TODAY SPORTS

NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Carl Edwards celebrates
after winning the Food City 500 at Bristol Motor Speed-
way on Sunday.
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