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Clippers’Crawfordwins thirdSixthManAward
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

For a record third time, Los An-
geles Clippers guard Jamal Craw-
ford won the NBA
Sixth Man Award.

The 36-year-old
Crawford re-established the re-
cord for the oldest winner. He was
previously the oldest to win the
award (34) two years ago.

Golden State Warriors forward
Andre Iguodala finished second
and received 33 first-place votes to
51 for Crawford.

Crawford came off the bench in
74 of his 79 appearances and aver-
aged 14.2 points and 2.3 assists in
26.9 minutes in all games, helping
the Clippers (53-29) post their fourth
straight 50-win season. He recorded
33 games with 15 or more points off
the bench, third most in the NBA
behind the Denver Nuggets’ Will
Barton (38) and the New Orleans
Pelicans’ Ryan Anderson (36).

Crawford had 341 total points
from a panel of 130 sportswriters
and broadcasters throughout the
United States and Canada. Iguoda-
la finished second with 288 points
and Oklahoma City Thunder cen-
ter Enes Kanter was third with 182
points (19 first-place votes).

Kevin McHale, Ricky Pierce and
Detlef Schrempf are two-time win-
ners.

Suns retainWatson as coach
The Phoenix Suns removed the

interim label off Earl Watson
when they named him the team’s
head coach.

Watson replaced Jeff Hornacek
on Feb. 1 and went 9-24 over the
final 2½ months of the campaign.
He received a three-year contract,

according to a published report.
Watson, 36, is the youngest head

coach in the NBA. He joined the
Suns as an assistant coach last
summer and was promoted when
Hornacek was fired with the team
sporting a 14-35 record.

Watson played 13 NBA seasons
with six different teams and had
career averages of 6.4 points and
4.4 assists. He was a second-round
selection in the 2001 NBA draft
after playing four college seasons
at UCLA.

Nowitzki ailing
The Dallas Mavericks might be

without franchise icon Dirk Now-
itzki when they host the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder in Thursday’s
Game 3 of the first-round series.

Nowitzki was injured Monday
and underwent an MRI exam on
Tuesday that revealed he has a
bone bruise in his right knee. It
isn’t yet known whether or not he
can recover in time to play in the
pivotal Game 3.

Not having Nowitzki would
rank as a blow to a team already
dealing with a rash of injuries.

Point guard J.J. Berea (groin)
and forward David Lee (foot)
missed Game 2 and their status for
Thursday’s contest hasn’t yet been
firmed up. Coach Rick Carlisle
termed point guard Deron Wil-
liams (sports hernia) as “uncer-
tain going forward” after he played
in Game 2, while point guard
Devin Harris (thumb, hamstring)
also played through injuries in
Game 2.

Jacksonto interviewfor ‘Wolvespost
Former Golden State Warriors

coach Mark Jackson will inter-

view to become head coach of the
Minnesota Timberwolves.

Jackson, 51, was vital to
building the current Warriors’
roster and coached for three
seasons before Steve Kerr took
over prior to last season and
won the 2015 NBA champion-
ship. Jackson was 121-109 with
Golden State and involved in
roster decisions but clashed
with management.

CBS reported Jackson would in-

terview with Timberwolves owner
Glen Taylor, who previously dis-
cussed the opening with one-time
Timberwolves assistant Tom
Thibodeau and former Knicks and
Rockets coach Jeff Van Gundy.

Kings to considerWoodson
The Sacramento Kings plan to

interview Los Angeles Clippers as-
sistant Mike Woodson for their
head coaching vacancy, according
to a report.

The Kings received permission
from the Clippers to speak with
Woodson, Yahoo Sports reported.
Sacramento is seeking a replace-
ment for George Karl, who was
fired after the season.

Woodson, 58, led the Atlanta
Hawks to three playoff appearanc-
es as their coach from 2004 to 2011.
His overall record with the Hawks
was 206-286. He also had a 109-79
record in a stint with the New
York Knicks from 2012-14.

NBA
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Los Angeles Clippers guard Jamal Crawford eyes the ball as it is recovered by forward Blake Griffin during
the second half against the Dallas Mavericks at Staples Center recently.
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Already this year, he has
proved more — about his
character.

Would winning the NL
MVP award tempt him into
complacency this season?
Bryce’s answer: He showed
up in Florida in ideal shape
and is off to a torrid start. His
current OPS (on base percent-
age plus slugging percentage)
of 1.296 is higher than 2015’s
1.109.

Question: Could he im-
prove as an RBI man and top
100? He has 16 RBI in 12
games. Question: After steal-
ing 18 bases as a rookie, why
had he only stolen eight in the
last two years combined?
Harper and coach Davey
Lopes have worked on mak-
ing him a 20-to-30 base thief.
He’s three-for-three.

Would that MVP platform
allow Harper to reveal that,
deep down, he is what his
meanest critics have said:

sort of a jerk with a head that
would swell as soon as his
stats vindicated his bravado?

It seems Harper’s hat size
may have shrunk by an
eighth of an inch. In a spring
training interview he said
that, at 23, he didn’t view him-
self as a team leader yet; he’d
let the veterans and the man-
ager run the ship.

In 2015, Harper gave us
“where’s my ring?” — intend-
ed innocently, but still ill-con-
sidered. This year, his head-
line, and he’s always going to
make headlines, was that
baseball “is a tired sport” and
should be more fun with less
unwritten rules and more in-
dividuality like other sports.
Many have agreed with him.

Perhaps the most telling
example of Harper’s in-
creased maturity was his re-
action to being choked in a
dugout fight late last season
by teammate Jonathan Papel-
bon. As a reigning MVP,
Harper and his agent had
more than enough clout to
say, “Get rid of this guy.”

Harper did exactly the op-
posite. He phoned Papelbon,

not the other way around, to
patch things up, even though
Papelbon conceded that he’d
been entirely in the wrong.
While Nats fans suggested Pa-
pelbon should be traded, re-
leased or, perhaps, buried up
to the neck in sand and eaten
by ants, Harper said he hoped
Papelbon would save 60
games because that’s what
the team needed.

Last week, Harper hit four
homers and was NL co-player
of the week. After one of those
homers Papelbon was on the
dugout steps offering a con-
spicuous high-five and
cheers. Harper slapped his
hand. Nothing special, just
another teammate. In a dozen
days in the Nats clubhouse
this year, I’ve neither seen
nor heard any hint of a Harp-
er-Papelbon problem. You
never know. But it seems bur-
ied.

So, at this point, I’m run-
ning out of “Harper Ques-
tions” that need answers.

Five years ago, when Harp-
er was sent to his first Nation-
als farm team — Hagerstown
in the Class A Sally League

— he made an offhand re-
mark that some interpreted
as I-won’t-be-in-this-league-
long. Harper got an earful
from top brass. He stayed in
Hagerstown for half a season.

That teenager just needed
the time for normal matura-
tion. He’s been an adult for
quite a while now. Imagine,
by the end of 2018, what a
player, person and emblem of
the Nats he may be. As he
leaves. Gulp.

What do we know about
Harper? He’s overcome inju-
ries and criticism. Celebrity
and pressure feed him. He’s
hit for power in two playoffs.
He grows each year in on-
field demeanor and club-
house esteem.

What don’t we know?
What the multi-billionaire

Lerner family will do. They
are the wealthiest owners in
baseball. They’ve seen Harper
win an MVP award, then
come back the next season
with his passion and drive in-
tact, not eroded. They’ve seen
him endure the Papelbon mo-
ment, and that eternal-loop
choke photo, like a pro.

Theriault
Continued from Page B5

to where we have the speed
we need to compete. Some-
times we aren’t able to do
that. That has been the piece
that has been holding us
back a little,” said Theriault.
“But we’re all trying to stay
positive and we keep work-

ing on the cars. We keep
moving stuff around to get it
where we want it to be.”

Working with veteran
crew chief John Monsam
has been a positive experi-
ence for Theriault, who will
run his first-ever road-
course race the next time
out on April 30 at Virginia
International Raceway.

The Biscuitville 125 will
be held over a 2.25-mile

course that has 22 turns and
100 feet of elevation change.

“I’m experiencing a lot of
new things this year. I’m
building a notebook,” said
Theriault. “You can’t make
mistakes on a road course
and there are more opportu-
nities to make mistakes be-
cause there are more turns.”

Theriault, who ran nine
Camping World Truck Se-
ries races a year ago and

another one earlier this sea-
son for Brad Keselowski
Racing, said he is in “discus-
sions” about doing some
more truck races but noth-
ing has been finalized as yet.

Following the Biscuitville
125, there will be only one K
and N Pro Series East race
between April 30 and June
17: the Stafford 150 at Staf-
ford Motor Speedway in
Connecticut on May 30.

has gone really well so far.
I’ve been surprised and
shocked,” said Bragg, whose
arsenal of pitches includes a
fastball, drop, curve, change-
up and screwball.

“My changeup is my best
pitch,” she said.

Classmate Emily Gilmore
has been impressed by
Bragg.

“She hadn’t pitched in a
couple of years so I was skep-
tical but she looks really
good. She worked really hard
this winter,” said Gilmore.
“She has a real good change-
up. She’s ready to go. I’m
proud of her.”

Stanhope said Bragg isn’t
a power pitcher but has a
good mix of offerings.

“And she has some good
movement on her pitches,”
he added.

The other pitcher likely to
see a lot of duty is senior
Kathryn Sund, who saw lim-
ited service a year ago.

“She has looked strong as
well,” said Stanhope. “She
has really worked hard on
hitting her spots and getting
good movement on her pitch-
es.”

“Kathryn looks real good,”
added Gilmore.

Junior Page Cadorette and
sophomore lefty Lexi Cun-
ningham also could see some

time in the circle. Both
pitched for the junior varsity
team last season.

In addition to their pitch-
ing staff, the Rams will
have to replace six every-
day starters off a team that
went 15-4 last spring and
lost a heartbreaking 3-2
eight-inning game to even-
tual state champ Messa-
lonskee of Oakland in the
regional final.

The only returning start-
ers are Gilmore, Bragg and
Megan Conner. Gilmore was
the center fielder last spring,
Bragg was the third base-
man and Conner played sec-
ond.

The University of Maine-
bound Gilmore hit .465 last

season and led the team in
homers (5), doubles (13) and
runs (30).

Opposing teams may pitch
around Gilmore and she is
cognizant of that possibility.

“I’m worried that they
won’t pitch to me but I’ve
worked on being able to
cover the whole plate,” said
Gilmore. “I’m also going to
have to be disciplined (and
not swing at bad pitches).”

Gilmore will be an out-
fielder-second baseman this
spring; Bragg will see action
at second when she isn’t
pitching and Conner will
move over to third.

Shortstop Emma Payne,
catcher Quinn Wood and
first baseman Jenna Bishop

will be first-year starters and
the outfield also will have
some newcomers.

Stanhope feels that despite
the inexperience, he has
plenty of talent on his roster
and believes his Rams will be
very competitive.

“We have a really good
group of kids who have
played a lot of softball,” he
said.

“We’re going to be pretty
good,” added Gilmore, who
noted that several players
have gained valuable experi-
ence by playing in important
games in other sports.

Gilmore, Bragg and Con-
ner helped the Rams win a
Class A soccer state title this
past fall.

Bragg
Continued from Page B5

BDN FILE

Bangor’s
Sarah Bragg
(right) slides
safely to third
past Mt.
Blue’s Kasadie
Barker during
their softball
game in May
2015 in Ban-
gor.

LaRoche doesn’t regret
leavingover son’s presence
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Adam LaRoche revisited
his departure from the Chi-
cago White
Sox and re-
i t e r a t e d
that he
doesn’t regret quitting the
team after being told his
14-year-old son couldn’t be
in the clubhouse as often as
the previous season.

LaRoche walked away
from a $13 million salary
after the dispute with execu-
tive vice president Kenny
Williams, who requested
that Drake LaRoche spend
less time around the team.

“I haven’t lost an ounce of
sleep,” LaRoche told ABC. “I
mean, I have zero regrets.”

Drake LaRoche had a
locker next to his dad in the
clubhouse and the players
had accepted his presence,
which led to a tense few days
after Adam LaRoche quit
the team on March 15.

deGrom set to rejoinMets
rotation

Jacob deGrom passed the
test of a simulated game in
Florida and is likely to re-

join the starting rotation of
the New York Mets this
weekend.

The Mets placed deGrom
on Major League Baseball’s
family medical emergency
list Saturday due to an issue
regarding his baby.

The 27-year-old deGrom
left the team to be with his
wife Stacey in Florida dur-
ing the birth of Jaxon An-
thony deGrom on Monday
night and remained with the
family since the complica-
tions developed. The im-
provement in his son’s
health cleared deGrom to
get back to baseball.

Reds pitchermisses start
Cincinnati Reds right-

hander Alfredo Simon was
scratched from Tuesday’s
start against the Colorado
Rockies due to biceps tendi-
nitis.

Simon is expected to miss
only one start and then
make his turn in the rota-
tion.

Cincinnati recalled rook-
ie right-hander Robert Ste-
phenson from Triple-A Lou-
isville to start in Simon’s
place.

MAJOR
LEAGUES

Coltsquarterback
Luck still ailing
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Andrew Luck, five months
removed from a lacerated kid-
ney and on the
verge of a mas-
sive contract
with the Indianapolis Colts,
continues to experience issues
throwing the football.

The quarterback told
Colts.com after the start of
offseason workouts in India-
napolis on Monday that he
is not yet 100 percent.

That hasn’t caused any hesi-
tation from owner Jim Irsay in
contract negotiations with
Luck. Irsay said he hopes to
nail down a deal with Luck by
July 4. Some project that con-
tract will be worth $27 million
to $30 million per year.

Luck didn’t want to talk
dollars. He was also glad not
to be forced to disclose all in-
formation about his recovery,
such as specific issues he has
when throwing the ball.

Top pick a secret
Les Snead has a million dol-

lar secret and the general
manager of the Los Angeles
Rams intends to keep it under
lock and key until April 28.

Snead and head coach Jeff
Fisher acquired the No. 1
overall pick in the 2016 NFL
Draft last week in a trade
with the Tennessee Titans.
All signs point to the Rams
drafting a quarterback, and
most suspect Cal’s Jared Goff
holds the edge over North

Dakota State’s Carson Wentz.
Snead said he’s 97 percent

sure who the Rams will draft
next Thursday, but the spec-
ulation will continue.

“There will be suspense
leading all the way up to the
draft,” Snead said. “It will
be good for the networks.”

Manziel case headed to
grand jury

Prosecutors in Dallas are
moving forward with a fam-
ily violence case against
Johnny Manziel and plan to
present it to a grand jury on
Thursday.

A decision by the grand
jury would be likely early
next week, meaning the for-
mer Cleveland Browns
quarterback could hear
charges days or hours be-
fore the 2016 NFL Draft.

The Dallas police depart-
ment completed its investiga-
tionof thecase inFebruaryand
turned it over to a grand jury,
but the term ended last week.

Manziel was released in
March by the Browns after two
seasons. He’s currently an un-
signed free agent but has been
a regular in off-field headlines.
Most recently, he was accused
of trashing a rental house in
West Hollywood around the
same time his latest agent,
Drew Rosenhaus, presented an
ultimatum to either enter
rehab or find a new agent.
RosenhausconfirmedTuesday
he officially terminated his
agreement with Manziel.
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