
“She really came through
for us. She threw over 200
pitches in the two games and
only walked one in the second
game. That’s pretty impres-
sive,” Presque Isle senior
third baseman Taylor Wil-
liams said.

OliviaKingwasOldTown’s
only repeat hitter with her
double and single.

Flynn’s two doubles paced
Presque Isle with Trombley
and Bouchard getting two
singles each.

The youthful Wildcats have
seven freshmen on their
14-player roster.

In the first game, Gasaway
rifled a two-run double that
one-hopped the fence in the
third inning to give Old Town
some breathing room after
the Wildcats had scored two
in the top of the third to pull
within 4-2.

Gasaway belted the first
pitch to left center.

“[Thompson] had just
walked Mikayla Richards so
I thought she would be try-
ing to throw more strikes,”
Gasaway said. “She threw
me a fastball right over the
plate and I pretty much

timed it up right and hit it.”
“That definitely helped us

mentally,” Old Town coach
Jenn Plourde said. “We got a
good boost out of that.”

The Coyotes added two
more runs in the inning to
make it 8-2 and Gasaway
sliced an RBI double just in-
side the right-field line to key
a three-run fourth-inning
rally that made it 11-2.

Presque Isle rallied for four
in the fifth thanks to Thomp-
son’s two-run double but Old
Town answered with two in
the bottom of the inning on a
Natalie St. Louis single, a
walk, a wild pitch, Olivia Al-
bert’s RBI fielder’s choice and

Richards’ run-scoring triple.
St. Louis’ double and two

singles and Olivia King’s
three singles paced Old
Town’s 12-hit attack. Rich-
ards tripled and singled and
Gasaway had her two doubles
and three RBIs. Mckenna
Smith had two singles.

Smith recorded the win,
surviving seven hits, seven
walks and eight wild pitches
in a complete game. She
struck out 14 while throwing
147 pitches, 85 for strikes.

“I know I can pitch a lot bet-
ter. But we won,” Smith said.

Flynn had three singles
and Thompson doubled and
singled for Presque Isle.

Old Town
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Old Town’s Caitlyn King looks to a play sheet before pitching to Presque Isle during game two of their softball double-
header at Old Town on Saturday.

tied it on Schwanz’s three-
run blast in the eighth.

In the nightcap, Brian
Murphy (5-2) limited the
Bears to five hits, striking
out six and walking two
while going the distance.

Ben Bengston collected
three singles for Hartford,
while Bardzell doubled and
singled.

Pena singled twice among
only five hits for UMaine in
support of sophomore righty
John Arel (0-7), who surren-
dered all four runs in the
fourth inning.

Wilson reached on an in-
field single, David MacKin-
non doubled and DelDebbio
was walked intentionally.
Ostberg and Chris Sullivan
plated a run each with in-
field singles, Bengston sin-
gled to center and Ward
added a run-producing
groundout.

The Black Bears mus-
tered a single run in the

fifth. Schwanz walked with
one out, stole second and
scored on Jon Salcedo’s dou-
ble to right-center.

On Sunday, Maine tied it
at 3-3 in the top of the fifth
when Schwanz led off with a
single and advanced to third
on Geary’s double to left.
Schwanz scored when Sam
McKay delivered a one-out
wild pitch and Geary came
around on Salcedo’s sacri-
fice bunt.

The Hawks responded
with two runs in the bottom
of the inning, one run each
in the sixth and seventh and
four more in the eighth.

Ward sparked Hartford
with a solo homer while
Bengston added a double,
triple and three RBIs.

Geary doubled twice and
singled for Maine.

McKay (3-2) pitched five
innings and gave up six hits
and three runs to earn the
win for Hartford while Nick
Silva (2-2) suffered the loss
for Maine after pitching two
innings in relief of Chris
Murphy and allowing five
hits and three runs.

Hawks
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Maine took a 1-0 lead in
the first when Leonard
walked, stole second and
scored on Bouchard’s base
hit up the middle.

But the Bears stranded
two runners in the first and
two more in the second be-
fore wasting Bouchard’s
leadoff single in the third.

Bouchard’s hit was Maine’s
last of the game as it only had
two more baserunners the rest
of the way, via walks.

Albany tied it in the bot-
tom of the third on Sarah
Petzold’s leadoff single, a
two-out work and Maggie
Cocks’ RBI single to center.

Conrad homered to left to
open the fourth.

On Sunday, the Black
Bears took a 3-1 lead in the
top of the fifth when Royle
cranked a solo homer to left
and Carlson laced an RBI
triple down the left-field line.

Albany answered with
three runs in the bottom of
the inning on Conrad’s RBI
single and Chelsea Henige’s
RBI groundout to second.
The third run came in when

Flowers gave up a bases-
loaded two-out walk to McK-
enzie Bump.

The Black Bears scored
their first run in the third
when Kristen Niland hit a
solo homer to left.

Durando (15-5) picked up
another win despite walk-
ing seven. She struck out
five.

Annie Kennedy (5-4) suf-
fered the loss for Maine after
giving up five hits and three
runs in one inning after re-
lieving Bogdanovich, who
pitched the first three in-
nings and allowed six hits
and two runs.

Softball
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led the first 21 laps and Jim-
mie Johnson spent some
time up front, Edwards took
over on lap 66. He soon was
joined up front by Kyle
Busch when Busch moved
into second on lap 79.

Not long after a cycle of
green-flag pit stops just be-
fore lap 100, Denny Hamlin
joined his Gibbs teammates
in the top-three for a JGR
1-2-3 in the running order.
Hamlin’s time near the front
with his teammates was
short-lived, though, as he
had to pay a pit road penalty
for an uncontrolled tire after
a pit stop during a lap-157
yellow flag. He recovered to
finish sixth.

Busch got off pit road
ahead of Edwards during
the caution to take the race
lead, but on lap 169, Edwards
got by his teammate to reas-
sume his position up front.

Meanwhile, the fourth
Joe Gibbs Racing driver,
Matt Kenseth, struggled
with a battery/alternator

issue. Kenseth recovered to
finish seventh.

Harvick and Johnson
came between the Edwards-
Busch duo during the next
caution just before the half-
way point of the race by
beating Busch off pit road.

On lap 230, Edwards lost
the lead to Harvick. A few
laps later, he lost second to
Jimmie Johnson.

“Everybody on our Busch
Light/Jimmy John’s team
did a good job,” Harvick
said. We started really loose
to start the race and got into
the wall, there, and we had
to make some more adjust-
ments after I self-adjusted it.
And then, we had a couple of
really good runs there in the
middle of the race.”

Finishing eighth through
10th were Logano, Martin
Truex Jr., and Kurt Busch,
respectively.

Sunday’s race was Tony
Stewart’s first race of 2016
upon his return from offsea-
son back injury. He started
18th and suffered a flat tire
while a lap down on lap 268.
He got back on the lead lap
with the free pass during a
caution with 75 laps to go
and finished 19th.

Racing
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Hoffman birdies final hole to earnwin
BY STEVE HABEL
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

SAN ANTONIO — Char-
ley Hoffman is known as a
golfer who has all the shots,
can putt with the best of his
peers and knocks on the
door of winning a lot but
seldom makes his way
through the transom.

He is usually the player to
set the pace and fade, and
his final-round performance
through the years has been a
burr in Hoffman’s saddle.

Hoffman took a huge step
in erasing that reputation
on Sunday when he rolled in
a 10-foot putt on the final
hole to post a 3-under-par 69
in the final round and out-
last Patrick Reed for a one-
stroke victory at the Valero
Texas Open, which was
played under warm and
windy conditions on the re-
lentless Oaks Course at TPC
San Antonio.

Hoffman finished at
12-under-par 276 and fash-
ioned four birdies and just
one bogey on his final round.
He bogeyed the par-3 third
hole but answered back with
a birdie on the par-4 fourth
and never blinked down the
stretch, forging a 3-under 33
on the back nine.

Hoffman has now won
four times on tour. He led
after the second round of

the Shell Houston Open just
three weeks ago but faded
to a tie for 33rd after going
6-over in the last two
rounds.

“It’s nice to close a Sun-
day out because it’s been a
rough month and a half,”
the 39-year-old Hoffman
said. “I had good feelings
coming into this week and
knew I needed to close the
door. I knew I was close
coming into the back nine
and I needed to make a few
birdies to have a chance
coming in along with a cou-
ple of par saves.”

With Hoffman up by a
single stroke on the 18th
fairway, both he and Reed

went for the green in two on
the 595-yard par-5. Reed’s
ball came to rest just right of
the putting surface up
against the collar of the
rough, while Hoffman found
the bunker to the back-left of
the green.

Reed (who also had a
3-under 69 on Sunday) al-
most holed his 76-foot chip
and settled for birdie that
gave him a momentary
share of the lead. Hoffman
then blasted out of the bun-
ker to within 10 feet and —
after looking at the putt
from every angle — calmly
rolled it in for the winning
birdie, punctuating the
performance by letting out

a yelp and punching the
air.

Reed had a chance to tie
Hoffman on the par-3 16th,
but missed a nine-foot birdie
putt. Then he had a seven-
footer for birdie on the par-4
17th hole to pull even again
but never touched any part
of the cup with his putt.
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Charley Hoffman celebrates Sunday after sinking a birdie
putt at 18 to win the Valero Texas Open during the final
round at the relentless Oaks Course at TPC San Antonio.
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Jeff Teague had 13 points
and five assists for the Hawks,
and was 1-of-10 from the floor
when he calmly drained two
3-pointers in the final minute
of regulation to give his team
a 92-90 lead. Thomas then tied
the game with a drive with 15
seconds left and Teague was
isolated with the ball when he
lost control as time ran out.

Hawks center Al Horford
grabbed nine rebounds, but
scored just five points in the
loss.

Atlanta guard Dennis
Schroder, booed loudly by

the Boston crowd whenever
he entered the game or
touched the ball because of
his battles with Thomas in
Game 3, was 3-of-13 from the
floor and scored just seven
points off the bench. Teague
finished 4-of-18.

Millsap was 10-of-32 from
the floor and 2-of-9 from
3-point range in the first
three games of the series —
including 4-of-21 and 1-of-7,
respectively, in the last two.
But he went 11-of-16 in the
first half Sunday, also hit-
ting 3-of-4 from behind the
arc and grabbing eight re-
bounds.

The first part of the third
quarter quickly became a
nightmare for the home

team, with the Celtics fail-
ing to score for the first 4:36.
Millsap scored eight straight
points in the 14-0 burst that
gave Atlanta its 16-point
lead.

But the Hawks then went
cold as Thomas brought the
Celtics back in the middle
portion of the quarter.
Thomas’ 3-pointer cut the
lead to eight with 5:05 left.
Atlanta led by 10 but the
Celtics went on a 10-3 run
down the stretch in the
quarter, finishing with an
8-0 keyed by two 3-pointers
by Jerebko.

Jerebko then scored the
first two baskets of the fourth
quarter and the Celtics had
the lead.


