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Opportunity knocks for rookies at Talladega
BY JONATHAN INGRAM
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

It’s anybody’s race at the
Talladega Superspeedway,
where close finishes and
surprise endings are stan-
dard. That’s what NASCAR
founder Bill France Sr. had
in mind when he built the
2.66-mile behemoth, which
will begin its 48th year of
Sprint Cup racing on Sun-
day.

The most recent race in
October was decided by a
fraction of a bumper, Joey
Logano edging Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. as a race-ending
caution fell along with a hail
of beer cans on the winner’s
car. The most recent upset
came in the spring of 2013,
when David Ragan scored the
one and only victory for Front
Row Motorsports and team
owner Bob Jenkins, an upset
hailed in the usual manner.

The track’s hallmark has
been eight first-time win-
ners, including two rookies.
This year the chances of an-
other rookie win — the first
since Ron Bouchard won a
three-way battle at the
checkered flag in 1981 — are
up for three reasons.

Chase Elliott and Ryan
Blaney, the leading contend-
ers for this year’s rookie
title, are the two most tal-
ented newcomers to come
along in one year since Matt
Kenseth and Dale Earnhardt
Jr. vied for the title in 2000.

There’s another twist to
the rookie angle. Rookie Ty
Dillon will relieve Tony
Stewart in the Stewart-Haas
Chevy during Sunday’s
GEICO 500 race to help the

three-time champion avoid
a high-speed crash and po-
tential problems for his re-
cently injured back. As the
starting driver Stewart will
get the points he needs to be
eligible for the Chase and
would get credit for a victo-
ry, but a win by Dillon would
certainly add to the lore at
the Alabama track.

The first rookie to win was
Richard Brickhouse, who
like all the other drivers was
competing at Talladega for
the first time when it opened
in 1969. Under current rules,
Brickhouse, who had started
seven races in 1968, would
have been considered a rook-
ie and in fact was running
his first full season. Boucha-
rd won in his second start at
the Alabama track and his
11th career start in NAS-
CAR’s premier series.

Blaney was impressive a
year ago in the Wood Broth-
ers Ford. He started in third
place, ran in the lead draft
and finished fourth. Elliott
will be starting for the first
time at Talladega in a Sprint
Cup car. He led laps in both
of his Xfinity Series races,
but finished 37th each time
as a result of damage in
crashes. Dillon will be mak-
ing his first appearance in a
Sprint Cup car, if not start,
at Talladega.

“We want to win,” said
Dillon, who opined that it
may take a while to get
Stewart to pit for a relief
driver if his race goes well.
Stewart “will get out of the
car at some point and I’ll get
in,” continued Dillon. “You
can make up a lot of ground
quickly at Talladega, so I’m

not worried about being be-
hind. Of course, I want to get
as much experience as I can
and learn as much as I can
but, at the end of the day,
we’ll be trying to win the
race just like everyone else.”

The only occasion when a
relief driver won was in
1977, when Darrell Waltrip
took the checkered flag in
the Hoss Ellington-owned
Chevy of Donnie Allison.
The DiGard Chevy of Wal-

trip had blown an engine
just past halfway and Alli-
son became too sick to con-
tinue. Waltrip had scored
his first victory at Talladega
earlier that spring. Other
notable substitutions came
in 1980 for Richard Petty,
who had suffered a broken
neck at Pocono and was re-
placed by Joe Millikan. In
1992, Davey Allison gave
way to Bobby Hillin, Jr.
after suffering an arm bro-

ken in two places and a bro-
ken collarbone at Pocono.

Brad Keselowski (2009)
and Brian Vickers (2006) are
included among current
drivers who scored their
first career victory at Talla-
dega, which involved
wrecked cars on both counts.
Vickers accidentally hit Hen-
drick Motorsports teammate
Jimmie Johnson in Turn 3 to
get the lead and Keselowski
had the inside position at the

finish line when Carl Ed-
wards tried to block him and
ended up in the catch fence
above the wall.

Other first-time winners
comprise an odd list of driv-
ers who never won another
Sprint Cup race, proving
that Talladega is a great
equalizer. That list includes
Dick Brooks, Lennie Pond,
Bobby Hillin, Jr. and Phil
Parsons as well as Brick-
house and Bouchard.

AMBER SEARLS | USA TODAY

Sprint Cup Series rookie driver Chase Elliott high-fives fans during driver introductions before the Toyota Owners 400
at Richmond International Raceway on Sunday.

NCAAreversesbanonsatellitecamps
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The NCAA board of direc-
tors on Thursday reversed a
decision on football satellite
camps and waived the ban
that was put in place earlier
this month after some
schools complained about
the practice.

The satellite camps were
called into question during
the past few months by Ala-
bama coach Nick Saban and
several conferences, includ-
ing the SEC, who spoke out
against them. The camps and
clinics are used mainly dur-
ing the summer by northern
schools, primarily the Big
Ten, in the South and fertile
recruiting regions.

Michigan coach Jim Har-
baugh and Ohio State coach
Urban Meyer were among

those complained after the
ban, which restricted coach-
es from working at camps
outside of a 50-mile radius
from their schools, was put
in place. Har-
baugh made
h e a d l i n e s
last season
by conduct-
ing satellite
camps and
working at
clinics in the
South.

“It’s clear
that the membership has
differing views on this sub-
ject, and the Council appre-
ciates the Board’s insights
into this important issue,”
said Northwestern athletic
director Jim Phillips, who
serves as the council chair-
man. “This review will pro-

vide an opportunity to iden-
tify the most effective ways
prospective student-athletes
can have their academic and
athletic credentials evaluat-
ed by schools across the
country.”

The SEC said in a state-
ment that it disagreed with
the reversal, but its schools
will be permitted to hold
summer camps. The ACC
also will allow its coaches to
work at the camps.

“While we are disappoint-
ed with the NCAA gover-
nance process result, we re-
spect the Board of Directors’
decision and are confident
SEC football programs will
continue to be highly effec-
tive in their recruiting ef-
forts,” SEC commissioner
Greg Sankey said.

The NCAA said in a state-

ment that it will ask the Di-
vision I council, which en-
acted the ban, to research
the FBS recruiting process
and report back to the board
of directors with recommen-
dations by Sept. 1.

“The Board of Directors is
interested in a holistic re-
view of the football recruit-
ing environment, and camps
are a piece of that puzzle,”
said South Carolina presi-
dent Harris Pastides, who
serves as the chairman of
the board of directors. “We
share the council’s interest
in improving the camp envi-
ronment, and we support
the council’s efforts to cre-
ate a model that emphasizes
the scholastic environment
as an appropriate place for
recruiting future student-
athletes.”

Formerplayers appeal
concussion settlement
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Opponents to the long-
awaited concussion settle-
ment with the NFL are tak-
ing another crack at the
legal system to block the
deal.

Attorneys for about 70 for-
mer players have asked for a
rehearing of an April 18 de-
cision by a three-judge panel
of the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals.

That decision upheld a
district court ruling from
March 2015 that settled thou-
sands of concussion law-
suits filed by former players
to the tune of about $1 bil-
lion.

Those who oppose the set-
tlement have argued that
future payments for chronic
traumatic encephalopathy,
need to be included in any
deal.

The settlement does in-
clude up to $4 million for
prior deaths involving
CTE, but denies paying a
player’s survivors should
he commit suicide after
April 2015.

Also, according to some
reports, many of these play-

ers are not in line for a
major payout as the settle-
ment is currently construct-
ed.

The settlement, accord-
ing to reports, was sched-
uled to be certified in May.
Some reports indicated
players and families could
receive checks within four
to five months. With this
latest litigation, payments
could be delayed another
year or two.

The original settlement
was approved by a federal
judge in April. Because the
level of compensation de-
pends on the recipient’s age
and NFL experience, the av-
erage payment is expected
to be $190,000, according to
Sports Illustrated.

Players diagnosed with
ALS can receive a maximum
of $5 million in compensa-
tion. Family members of
players diagnosed with CTE
can receive up to $4 million.
Those with Parkinson’s and
Alzheimer’s diseases are eli-
gible to receive up to $3.5
million.

Players with neurocogni-
tive impairment can receive
up to $3 million.

Raiders owner pledges $500M toward stadium
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Oakland Raiders owner
Mark Davis increased the
ante of where his team will
play in the future by pledging
$500 million on Thursday to-
ward the building of a pro-
posed $1.4 billion domed sta-
dium in Las Vegas.

Davis stopped short of
guaranteeing a move to Las
Vegas but made his inten-
tions clear with comments
like turning “the Silver State
into the silver and black
state.”

Davis’ quest toward mov-
ing the Raiders to Las Vegas
came during a meeting with
the Southern Nevada Tour-
ism Infrastructure Commit-
tee at UNLV.

“The Raiders would like to
thank the Southern Nevada

Tourism Infrastructure Com-
mittee and Mayor Goodman
for their time today as we
continue to explore options
for a permanent stadium so-
lution,” the team said in a
statement. “We appreciate
the support and passion of
Raiders fans everywhere.”

Also in attendance was
Sands Corp. chairman Shel-
don Adelson — who is over-
seeing the charge for the
65,000-seat stadium project —
and soccer star David Beck-
ham, who does promotional
work for Sands.

“To bring a great organiza-
tion like the Raiders to Las
Vegas is amazing, but it’s big-
ger than that,” said Beckham,
who mentioned the possible
expansion of Major League
Soccer to Las Vegas.

Getting a team in Las

Vegas has become a more
likely possibility recently
after the NFL long avoided
the city due to the extensive
gambling industry in the city.

NFL com-
m i s s i o n e r
R o g e r
G o o d e l l
touched on
the topic
Wednesday,
one day be-
fore Davis
made his bold
move with
the $500 million contribution
offer.

“We don’t have a propos-
al,” Goodell said. “Ultimately
that is a decision of the own-
ership. There are owners who
will feel very strongly about
continuing to support our po-
sition on gambling, there will

be owners that will have the
view of whether that’s the
best market for us to be in,
whether there’s truly the fan
support there, they’ll look at
obviously the stadium alter-
natives, and I think that’s
what you do in any reloca-
tion.”

Davis believes the support
for a move will be there if the
stadium is built.

“If we give them an offer
they can’t refuse and that’s
what we’re talking about
now, I don’t see a problem,”
Davis said.

In addition to the $500 mil-
lion from the Raiders, the
Sands is contributing $150
million. That would make up
nearly half of the funding and
the current plan is to raise
the rest through tourism
taxes.

Harbaugh

Davis

Schilling:ESPNhires ‘someofbiggest racists’
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Fired ESPN analyst Curt
Schilling says racism and
bigotry are alive and well at
the “Worldwide leader of
Sports.”

In an in-
terview on
S i r i u s X M
radio’s “Breitbart News Pa-
triot Forum,” Schilling said
ESPN hires “some of the big-
gest racists in sports com-
mentating.”

“Some of the most racist
things that I’ve ever heard
come out of people that are on
the air at ESPN,” Schilling
said. “You take it for what it is.
You know who they are. You
know what they are. I like that
they are, openly, because then
you know who they are. You
know that they exist.”

Schilling specifically point-

ed to controversial comments
made by ESPN’s Stephen A.
Smith and Tony Kornheiser
that did not result in any back-
lash from the parent company.

“You listen to Stephen A.
Smith, and
Stephen A.
Smith was
the guy who
said that Rob-
ert Griffin
didn’t play
quarterback
for the Red-
skins be-
cause he’s
black,” Schilling told News-
day. “No, Robert Griffin didn’t
play quarterback for the Red-
skins because he (stunk).

“Tony Kornheiser com-
pared the Tea Party to ISIS. I
don’t know any planet where
those are sports topics. But I
don’t care. It’s OK. I think

those conversations need to
happen. But as soon as you go
to the flip side, the right side,
there are repercussions for
not talking about sports.”

The former major league
pitcher who compiled a 216-
146 record and finished sec-
ond in Cy Young voting
three times, blamed his
right-leaning political view-
points as the reason why he
was fired. He said fellow
ESPN employees secretly
admitted to him that they
too were Republicans.

Schilling was fired last
week after posting an anti-
transgender post on Face-
book. He is no stranger to
controversy. He once was
suspended by ESPN for post-
ing a meme comparing the
number of extremist Mus-
lims today to the number of
Nazis during World War II.

Hoffman,Winfieldnamed
spokesmen forAll-StarGame

Two of the greatest play-
ers in San Diego Padres’ his-
tory have been named
spokesmen for the 2016 All-
Star Game.

Reliever Trevor Hoffman
and outfielder Dave Win-
field were selected Thurs-
day to “help to generate
public awareness” for the
game, which will be played
on July 12 at San Diego’s
Petco Park.

Tony Gwynn is consid-
ered the franchise’s top all-
time player but the eight-
time batting champion died
nearly two years ago.

Hoffman played 16 sea-
sons with the Padres and
posted 552 of his 601 career
saves with the franchise. He
represented San Diego in six
All-Star games.

MAJOR
LEAGUES

Schilling

Wristband
Continued from Page B5

sponding to the particular
pitch and move to the side of
the plate where she wanted
the pitch.

“This prevents teams
from stealing our signs,”
said Plourde, who is in her
fifth season at Old Town. “It
seemed complicated when I
first showed it to the girls. It
was overwhelming. But
once I wrote it down and
showed them how to read it,
they understood it in one
practice.”

“We got used to it pretty
quickly. It has become real-
ly easy,” junior catcher Nat-
alie St. Louis said. “Modern
technology has come to soft-
ball and it has helped us out
a lot.”

It does require some
memorization.

“But we have a pretty
smart group,” said senior
first baseman Kayla Hay-
ward. “It definitely gives us
a leg up.”

“I really like it,” said
freshman pitcher Olivia
Albert. “It gets all the
coaches and players in-
volved. Everyone knows
what they are supposed to
be doing.”

“It’s kind of interesting
because they’ll give one
player a signal and everyone
can look down to the wrist-
band to see what the person
is going to do,” said Hay-
ward.

“It’s a very good program.
It’s easy to do,” Plourde
said. “We can change the
code during a game.”

Plourde said they are like-
ly to change the information
on the bands the second
time they see a team this
season to keep the opponent
off-balance.

Softball
Continued from Page B5

“My rise ball worked pret-
ty good. They like to swing
at the high ones,” Albert
said. “Our defense was real-
ly good. That helped out a
lot.”

Old Town made just two
errors and center fielder
Smith made a terrific run-
ning catch in the fourth as
she raced all the way into
the infield before throwing

to first to complete a double
play.

“Old Town is a good team.
They always have good hit-
ters and good pitching,” said
Ellsworth coach Rick Rob-
erts who was without two
vacationing starters.

Caitlyn King had a double
and two singles for Old
Town and Albert had three
singles. Richards doubled
and singled and Hayward
had two singles.

Sargent had two singles
for Ellsworth and Breann
Cummings doubled.


