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Pettyhonors sononpoignant rideacrossAmerica
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

Kyle Petty will start trav-
eling 2,150 miles in a few
days, a journey that stretch-
es from Phoenix to Biloxi,
Mississippi, and includes an
unlimited supply of Advil
and Tylenol to get everyone
through the grind.

But there’s a lingering
pain that never quite goes
away. Kyle is honoring a
lost son. Richard Petty
mourns the loss of his grand-
son. They both push on be-
cause this is what racecar
drivers do.

Every mile is all about
Adam Petty. Adam loved
children, and he loved rac-
ing. That dream ended on
May 12, 2000, when Adam,
then 19, was killed in a crash
during practice at New
Hampshire International
Speedway.

But his love of kids is
something that will likely
carry on eternally. It is
etched in every mile of the
Kyle Petty Charity Ride
Across America, which rais-
es funds and awareness for
Victory Junction — a camp

that provides camping expe-
riences for children with
chronic or life-threatening
illnesses.

The camp is Adam’s lega-
cy. Richard and Kyle do ev-
erything they can to make
sure people never forget as
they prepare for this year’s
week-long ride that begins
on Saturday and includes
200-some-odd people.

It all began quite innocu-
ously 22 years ago when
Kyle Petty and a handful of
his NASCAR buddies, in-
cluding Harry Gant, Robin
Pemberton and Mike Hel-
ton, had an off weekend
after a race in California
and really just wanted to
ride across the country on
their motorcycles.

“The first year we raised
$35,000, and we stopped and
gave some money away to a
fireman who had been in-
jured, a family in Phoenix,”
Kyle Petty said. “We got
back and said, ‘It won’t get
any better than that. The
perfect frat party. You can’t
duplicate it. We’re never
going to do it again.’ ”

“Now 22 years later and

we’ve raised more than $16
million. … A lot of good has
come from it. We don’t cure
cancer. We get on our motor-
cycles and ride from the
west coast to the east coast.
But a lot of people get behind
it. These people who have
come out is the cool part.”

Putting it all together is
part of a logistical challenge,
if not an occasional night-
mare. Petty’s wife, Morgan,
spends a year setting up the
whole thing — from con-
necting with gasoline sta-
tions able to accommodate a
bull-rush of 200 motorcycle
riders to hotels willing to
free up a rooms in bulk.

This year’s group in-
cludes Richard Petty, back
for another run, Donnie Al-
lison and former NFL great
Herschel Walker. It’s impos-
sible for the current crop of
Cup drivers to join along
because they will be in Tal-
ladega this weekend, but a
number of guys — including
Matt Kenseth, Tony Stewart
and Michael Waltrip — have
joined in previous years for
at least part of the trek.

“A lot of fans don’t get a

chance to see Terry Labonte
or Richard Petty or Matt
Kenseth if not for the TV
screen,” Kyle Petty said.
“And all of a sudden, there
are these guys standing in
the middle of a gas station
eating a Subway sandwich.
That makes it worthwhile.”

It a little bit more than
that. It’s about a family hon-
oring a son as the Petty leg-
end rolls on and on eternal-
ly.

WEEKEND RACES:
Sprint Cup GEICO 500 (188
laps, 500.08 miles), Talladega
Superspeedway; Talladega,
Alabama, 1 p.m. Sunday
(FOX-TV). After three of the
last four races being on
short tracks, NASCAR
moves to its biggest track
now. This will be the 94th
NASCAR Sprint Cup race
held at the largest and lon-
gest racetrack on the cir-
cuit. Dale Earnhardt Jr. is
the defending champion of
this race, driving “Amelia,”
which has been his go-to car
at Talladega and Daytona
for the last five years. …
Xfinity Sparks Energy 300,
Talladega Superspeedway; 3

p.m. Saturday (FOX-TV).
Saturday marks a milestone
of sorts for the Xfinity Se-
ries, as it races for the 25th
time at Talladega. The series
returns to regular racing,
per se, as there will not be
any heat races this weekend
as there have been the last

two weeks at Bristol and
Richmond. Joey Logano is
the defending champion of
this race, having won last
spring’s Xfinity race at
‘Dega. In fact, Logano has
won two of the last four at
the monstrous restrictor
plate track.

Bill Buckner set for
Sea Dogs game

PORTLAND — Former Red
Sox first baseman Bill Buck-
ner is scheduled to make an
appearance at Hadlock Field
at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 9,
when the Portland Sea Dogs
host the Bowie Baysox

Buckner’s appearance is
part of the Sea Dogs’ Throw-
back Thursday Series, as the
Boston’s Double-A affiliate
honors the 30th anniversary
of the 1986 American League
Champion Boston Red Sox.

Buckner will throw out
the ceremonial first pitch
and be available to sign free
autographs on photos pro-
vided by the Sea Dogs for
fans from 7 to 8 p.m.

Buckner spent 22 seasons in
the major leagues and posted a
career average of .289 with
2,715 hits, 174 home runs, 498
doubles, 1,208 RBI, 1,077 runs
scored in 2,517 career games.
He was traded from the Cubs to
the Red Sox in May of 1984 and

spent parts of five seasons with
the Red Sox (1984-87, 90).

Colby’s Stewart tops
in 3-point ranks

Colby College’s Patrick
Stewart of Bangor was the
top 3-point shooter in NCAA
Division III men’s basketball
this year.

Stewart shot a blistering
52.3 percent from 3-point
range and was the lone Divi-
sion III player in the country
over 50 percent while playing
in at least 75 percent of the
games. Stewart was 67-for-128
in 24 games and was the lone
forward among the top 25.

Amherst’s Jeff Racy was
second at 48.7 percent and
Aurora’s Nick Kladas was
third (47.9).

Ducks fire Boudreau
The Anaheim Ducks fired

head coach Bruce Boudreau
on Friday after the team lost a
Game 7 again in the first round
of the Stanley Cup playoffs.

Ducks executive vice pres-
ident/general manager Bob

Murray said the search for a
new head coach will begin
immediately.

The Nashville Predators
eliminated the Ducks from
the playoffs with a 2-1 victory
in the seventh game of the
series Wednesday night in
front of a standing-room-on-
ly crowd of 17,407 at the
Honda Center.

It was the fourth consecutive
season that Boudreau led Ana-
heim to the division title only to
lose Game 7 at home each time
after holding a 3-2 lead.

RayLewis III arrested on
sexual conduct charges

Coastal Carolina corner-
back Ray Lewis III, the son of
former NFL star Ray Lewis,
was arrested Friday and
charged with felony third-de-
gree criminal sexual conduct.

Lewis allegedly sexually
assaulted two women at an
apartment on Jan. 23 near
the campus in Conway,
South Carolina.

According to a police re-
port, Lewis sexually assault-

ed an 18-year-old female who
he knew was “incapacitated
and/or physically helpless”
while under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.

Lewis is also accused of
sexually assaulting a 19-year-
old female, but he has not yet
been charged with a crime in
regard to that allegation. That
investigation is ongoing.

Lewis, 20, turned himself
in on Friday and was re-
leased 90 minutes later on
$10,000 bond.

He also was indefinitely
suspended from the Coastal
Carolina football team.

Bills releaseTarpley,who
retiredduetoconcussions

The Buffalo Bills formally
released linebacker A.J. Tar-
pley on Friday, approximate-
ly three weeks after Tarpley
announced his retirement
due to concussions.

The Bills also announced
the release of tight end Jacob
Maxwell.
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