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will have the Stanley Cup in
his stall on Saturday before
the race.

The idea belonged to Steve
Brener, the president of a suc-
cessful sports public relations

firm, which works with the
NHL and Santa Anita Park in
California.

“How cool is that?” said
Doug O’Neill, Nyquist’s train-
er. “The human Nyquist
won’t get to skate around
with the Cup this year, but
the equine Nyquist gets two
white-gloved guards bringing
him the Cup to drink from.
Life is good.”

He shot 77 percent from the
foul line.

O’Rourke helped Cape
Elizabeth capture the Class
B state crown in 2015. The
6-foot point guard registered
9.6 points and 4.1 assists for
the Capers.

Duguay-Webster is a 6-4
forward out of Souhegan
High School. The two-year
captain and two-time confer-
ence sportsmanship award
honoree averaged 14.9
points, seven rebounds,
three assists and 2.2 steals.

The 6-3 Liebert played most
recently at Legacy Christian
Academy, where he posted
14.4 points and 8.3 rebounds
per game and shot 40 percent
from the 3-point over two sea-
sons. He was an all-district,
first-team pick last season.

Parker is a 6-7 forward
who played at Bradley Cen-
tral High School. The left-
hander shot 61 percent from
the floor en route to seven
points per game to help his
team win two district titles
and one regional champion-
ship.

UMPI baseball joins NY
league

Since 2011, the University
of Maine at Presque Isle
baseball program has been
without a conference affilia-
tion.

However, the Owls are
gearing up this week for a
trip to Staten Island, New
York, where they will par-
ticipate in the City Universi-
ties of New York Athletic
Conference tournament.

UMPI announced on Mon-
day that the school has
agreed to join the CUNYAC
as an associate member in
baseball only.

“This is a historic and ex-
cellent opportunity for our
program,” said UMPI base-
ball coach Mike Pankow.
“The young men that make
up this program work hard
and are deserving of the
chance to play for a champi-
onship. We are excited to be
a part of the CUNYAC and
look forward to the confer-
ence tournament.”

The three-year arrange-
ment between UMPI and the
CUNYAC places the Owls in
a league for the first time
since it competed in the
now-defunct Sunrise Con-
ference, which was affiliated
with the NAIA. It marks the
first time UMPI baseball
will be part of an NCAA con-
ference.

Despite not having played
against any of the CUNYAC
teams this season, UMPI has
earned the No. 4 seed in the
league tournament. It opens
postseason play at at 4 p.m.

Thursday against No. 5
Lehman College of Bronx,
New York.

The winner moves on to
the double-elimination por-
tion of the tournament.

CUNYAC member schools
include the College of Staten
Island, Baruch College,
John Jay College, Lehman
College and The City College
of New York. Finlandia Uni-
versity of Hancock, Michi-
gan, also has been asked to
join the conference as an as-
sociate member for baseball.

After this season, the con-
ference will apply for auto-
matic qualifier status which,
if granted, means the CUNY-
AC champion would ad-
vance to the NCAA Division
III Baseball Championship
tournament.

UMPI also has begun ne-
gotiating with league mem-
bers about the possibility of
playing a regular-season
conference schedule.

challenge he presents be-
cause he’s the No. 1 guy in
New England.”

Sanders (10-7, one knock-
out, eight submissions) took
a nontitle fight against Felix
at CES 32 on 10 days notice
after the original opponent
pulled out because of injury.

This time, he’ll have eight
full weeks to get ready.

“I’m going to be in the
best shape of my life, and
we’re going to have a chance
to get a game plan together,
and hopefully implement
that game plan and take him
apart and get the win,” said
Sanders, now ranked second
behind only Felix among
New England lightweights.

“When you go in on 10
days notice, you don’t really
get the chance to dissect
your opponent — you just
fight. But when you get eight
weeks to prepare, you get to
implement some things
against what you think are
chinks in his armor.”

The 6-foot-1 Sanders will

seek to use his height and
reach advantages against
Felix, who comes from a
wrestling background.

“It’s a contrast in styles,”
Chris Young, Sanders’ train-
er, said. “Ryan usually is a
lot different than his oppo-
nents. He has a unique style,
so it’s very hard to mimic
the way Ryan fights.

“Felix is a shorter, stouter,
a wrestler-boxer and a left-
handed fighter. Ryan switch-
es stances and is longer and
taller and more of a jiu-jitsu
guy on the ground, so their
styles are very different.”

Felix (14-9, five KOs, five
submissions) will be able to
devote his full training
camp to Sanders.

Last time, the Providence,
Rhode Island-based fighter
who has fought on 11 previous
CES cards was preparing for a
shorter opponent who special-
ized more in wrestling. Sand-
ers provided a quite different
challenge on short notice.

“I know he’s going to
come out better this time
because he’ll have the same
amount of time to prepare
for me as I’ll have to prepare
for him,” Sanders said. “It’s

just that I’m working harder
and putting more time in the
gym than I ever have, and
I’m more confident, too.

“My head’s in a great
place, and that’s a key to
fighting — that mental part. I
feel unstoppable right now.”

Sanders will enter the bout
with a three-fight winning
streak since dropping from
the 170-pound welterweight
division to the lightweight
ranks. That run includes a
five-round, split-decision vic-
tory over Lucas Cruz last Oc-
tober at the Portland Exposi-
tion Building to win the
Toe2Toe lightweight belt.

Adding a second regional
title belt on June 10 would
only add momentum to
Sanders’ quest for continued
upward mobility within the
MMA world.

“When you first start fight-
ing, you always want to be
taking another step up the lad-
der, and this is just another
step in the right direction,” he
said. “It gives me a chance to
show my skills on a national
stage and let everyone else
know I’m ready for these fights
and that I’m ready for the next
step up in competition.”

cluding restaurants near the
arena.

“I talked to a local business-
man and this will cost him
thousands and thousands of
dollars,” said Strimling.
“Cumberland County pays al-
most $2 million a year in debt
service, and the overage is an-
other $800,000.

“We have a diverse econo-
my with a lot of businesses, so
this won’t put us under,”
Strimling said. “But this takes
a little bit of wind out of our
sails.”

The Pirates finished
fourth in the Atlantic Divi-
sion this season with a 41-27-
6 record. They lost to the
Hershey Bears in a five-
game, first-round series.

Portland was next-to-last in
attendance this season, aver-
aging 3,363 fans per game. The
only team that had lower at-
tendance was Springfield
(3,108).

The Pirates finished last in
attendance in 2014-15 (2,963)
despite posting a 39-28-7 record
and earning a playoff berth.
They played 37 home games.

Since the Pirates were es-
tablished in Portland in 1993,
the Pirates had averaged over
4,000 per game until the last
two seasons. The building,
which seats 6,157 for hockey,
hosted the AHL All-Star Clas-
sic twice, in 2003 and 2010.

Portland played the 2013-14
season in Lewiston after the
Pirates and the Cumberland
County Civic Center failed to
reach a lease agreement.

Since 1977, the Mariners/
Pirates have been affiliated
with nine NHL franchises:
Philadelphia, New Jersey,
Boston, Washington, Chicago,
Anaheim, Buffalo, Phoenix
and Florida.

Strimling said he is hoping
they can land another AHL
franchise or even one from the

ECHL, which is one step
below the AHL.

“Getting an AHL team is
going to be pretty tough,” said
Strimling. “We have a good
facility, but we’re pretty far
away from most of the other
teams.”

There are 28 teams in the
ECHL, formerly known as the
East Coast Hockey League,
but only four are in the North-
east: the Manchester (New
Hampshire) Monarchs, the
New York-based Adirondack
Thunder and Elmira Jackals
and the Reading Royals (Penn-
sylvania).

The Pirates, established in
1993 after the relocation of the
Baltimore Skipjacks, is the
fourth-oldest AHL franchise
operating continuously in its
current market. In its 22nd
season, Portland is surpassed
only by Hershey (established
1938), Rochester (1956) and the
Providence Bruins (1992).

The Pirates won the Calder
Cup in 1994 and reached the
CalderCupfinalsagain in1996.
Portland reached the AHL’s
Eastern Conference Final in
2006 and 2008. The Pirates have
qualified for the Calder Cup
Playoffs a total of 15 times.

As of 2015, players in the
NHL who are Pirates alumni
include Corey Perry (Ana-
heim), Ryan Getzlaf (Ana-
heim), Chris Kunitz (Pitts-
burgh), Nathan Gerbe (Caroli-
na), Tyler Ennis (Buffalo),
Sergei Gonchar (Montreal),
Curtis Glencross (Washing-
ton), Jhonas Enroth (Dallas),
Jonas Hiller (Calgary), Chad
Johnson (Buffalo) and current
Florida Panther Shawn
Thornton.

Portland has only been
without an AHL franchise for
two years since 1977: 1992-93
and 2013-14.

The Maine Mariners won
Calder Cups in 1979 and 1984
in addition to the 1977-78 sea-
son. The Mariners relocated
to Providence to become the
Providence Bruins at the con-
clusion of the 1991-92 season.

BangorRacewayopeningdelayed
BANGOR — The opening

day of the 133rd season of
live racing at historic Ban-
gor Raceway will have to
wait until
next week.

R a c i n g
scheduled
for Saturday has been can-
celed due to track condi-
tions. Simulcast wagering
and other events around the
Kentucky Derby will still
take place as scheduled.

“Safety is the first concern:
Safety for the drivers and safe-
ty for the horses,” Michael
Hopkins, manager of racing
operations at Hollywood Casi-
no Hotel and Raceway, said in
a press release. “Right now,
the track conditions are too
soft, but we are aiming for
next Wednesday as our first
day of live racing for the 133rd
season at Bangor Raceway.”

Simulcast wagering at the
Win, Place & Show Lounge
under the grandstand will still
be open for the Kentucky
Derby. Derby coverage begins
at 4:30 p.m. and opportunities
to place wagers before the post
time of 6:24 p.m. will take place
both under the grandstand and
in the Race Book in the casino.
HollywoodCasinowillbe offer-
ing prizes for the best hat and
attire. Kathy’s Trackside Cafe

will be open, serving food and
beverages throughout the day.

“Recently, our opening day
of live racing has coincided
with the Kentucky Derby, giv-
ing racing enthusiasts a fan-
tastic day of racing and fun,”
Hopkins said. “We will still
have fun with the Kentucky
Derby, and we have scheduled
live racing on the other two
Saturdays with Triple Crown
events as well, so there is an
exciting season ahead of us

here at Bangor Raceway.”
Bangor’s spring race meet

begins on May 11 and con-
tinues every Monday and
Wednesday with a 3 p.m.
post time, and Fridays at 6
p.m., through July 22.

Special Saturday races
will be held on May 21 and
June 11 with a 2:30 p.m. post
time in conjunction with the
Triple Crown events. On
weeks with Saturday racing,
there will be no races on

Friday evening.
Independence Day will fea-

ture a special race card and a
6 p.m. post time, culminating
with Bangor’s fireworks dis-
play over the waterfront.

Admission to the grand-
stand is free. Race programs
will be sold at the track
starting the day before rac-
ing for $1 each. For more in-
formation, visit http://
www.hollywoodcasinoban-
gor.com/Racing/Schedule.

HARNESS
RACING
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The opening
day of har-
ness racing at
Bangor Race-
way sched-
uled for Sat-
urday has
been post-
poned until
May 11 be-
cause of wet
track condi-
tions at the
historic track.


