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Orono. Wright is serving an
interim suspension as
school officials review the
incident and his case goes
through the court system.

“As a program, we have to
realize we have to take own-
ership of our actions,” Hara-
symiak said. “I talk to the
team about that a lot. It was
an unfortunate situation.
We’ll battle back from it.”

With Wright and Dunn
sidelined, a trio of Black
Bears stepped up with some
big plays during the scrim-
mage.

Junior wideout Jaleel Reed
made four catches for 54 yards,
including a 32-yard hookup
with Collins. Redshirt fresh-
man Jaquan Blair also had
four receptions, two of which
were for touchdowns.

“I was just trying to go out
there and show my resume,
since I redshirted last year,”
said Blair, who adjusted his
route to grab a 36-yard scor-
ing throw from redshirt
freshman Jack Walsh (4-for-
8, 41 yards).

Blair capped the day’s ac-
tion by leaping above defen-
sive back Emmanuel Al-
monte in the back of the end
zone to snare a 25-yard toss
by Collins.

“Everyone wants to go
out there and make plays,
and fortunately I had my op-
portunities and I made the
most of them,” Blair said.

“It was a great throw by
Dan, honestly,” Blair said.

Belcher, a junior who has
started several games over
the last two seasons, fin-

ished Saturday 3-for-9 pass-
ing good for 55 yards with a
TD and two interceptions.

The offensive unit has
been collectively charged
with learning and executing
a new offensive scheme
being implemented by first-
year offensive coordinator
Liam Coen.

“We’re having fun out
there and that’s the biggest
point I can make,” Collins
said.

“You’ve just got to find
your identity as a team,
know your personnel,” he
added.

There were no “quarter-
back power” calls on Satur-
day. The play was a staple of
the previous offensive ap-
proach.

Harasymiak said that
with so much new material
to be learned and synthe-
sized, the coaching staff isn’t
making any decision on a
starting quarterback until
August.

“I think all three of them
have taken steps forward,”
he said. “I’ve got to give
them a chance. They’ve re-
ally had about two months
and only 15 practices (with
the next offense).”

Fans in attendance also
got their first glimpse at
transfer tailback Zaire Wil-
liams, carrying 12 times for
41 yards. He also caught four
passes for 46 yards, includ-
ing a 14-yard scoring hook-
up on a pass to the flat from
Belcher.

“I feel confident getting
that many reps, so it makes
me look forward to the sum-
mer,” Williams said.

The Black Bears also
showed some wrinkles on
special teams, attempting a

couple of passes out of jum-
bled formations on conver-
sion attempts. Both plays
failed, but were indicative of
how UMaine may approach
things next season.

“It keeps a defense or a
special-teams unit on their
toes,” said Harasymiak, who
explained both players and
coaches enjoy pulling out
some trick plays.

“Those are game-chang-
ers, too,” he added. “You’ve
got to be smart when you do
it. I think we’re going to take
risks here.”

Linemen Jean Point-Du-
jour and Uchenna Egwuon-
wu, along with defensive
backs Sinmisola Demuren
(interception) and DeAn-
dre Scott, a transfer from
Arizona State, were among
the defensive standouts.
Egwuonwu made the most
dynamic play of the ses-
sion.

The 6-foot-2, 295-pound
sophomore from Union,
New Jersey, alertly made a
good read on a Belcher pass
over the middle and made
an interception. He ran 50
yards down the right side
before Belcher knocked him
out of bounds.

“I dropped a pick (on) the
same play earlier this week
and the guys just wouldn’t
stop letting me have it,”
said Egwuonwu, whose fa-
ther, Emmanuel, was visit-
ing from Nigeria and joined
his mother, Ifeoma, and
other family members in
Orono.

Egwuonwu, who said he
trimmed down during the
offseason to improve his
speed and mobility, expects
to receive ribbing from his
teammates for failing to take

the interception all the way.
“He (Belcher) looked like

a defensive player, he took
a good angle (to the ball),”
Egwuonwu said. “He was
the last guy. I wanted to
beat him, but he made the
play.”

in the later stages, Gun Run-
ner took over the lead but at
the top of the stretch, Nyquist
blew past the colt and opened
up a wide lead heading for the
finish.

Exaggerator, who ran along
the rail in the middle of the
pack through the first half of
the 1-1/4 mile race, made a gal-
lant charge down the stretch
and closed within a length but
could not overhaul the favor-
ite.

Brothers George, Jamie
and Michael Kerr of Old Or-
chard Beach are part owners
of Exaggerator.

“He’s such a special horse,
you can see it in his eye on a
daily basis,” said winning
trainer Doug O’Neill, who
along with Gutierrez teamed
up to win the Derby four years
ago with I’ll Have Another.

“He’s such a professional.
At any human sport he’d be
the top notch athlete. He’s just
first class. Just the way he car-
ries himself, he’s the type of
horse would be in the gym all
day, go to bed early, he knows
when to rest, he knows when
to bring his A game.

“There is no way you could
be nervous. You felt like you
were going to the gym with
Kobe Bryant. You just knew
he was going to figure out a
way to pull it out at the end
and he did.”

The next leg of the Triple
Crown, swept for the first time
in 37 years last season by
American Pharoah, is the
Preakness Stakes at Pimlico
in Baltimore on May 21.

The horse was named after
former University of Maine
hockey player and current De-
troit Red Wings winger Gus-
tav Nyquist.

During his three seasons at
UMaine, the swift-skating
winger would maneuver
gracefully down the ice caus-
ing headaches for his oppo-
nents. The thoroughbred
named after him is doing the
same on the nation’s race-
tracks.

Nyquist is owned by J. Paul
Reddam of Reddam Racing, a
rabid, longtime Detroit Red
Wings fan. He has named sev-
eral of his horses after current
or former Detroit players in-
cluding (Pavel) Datsyuk,
(Nicklas) Lidstrom, (Henrik)
Zetterberg, (Petr) Mrazek,
(Niklas) Kronwall and
(Tomas) Tatar.

None has been as success-
ful as Nyquist.

Gustav Nyquist was invit-
ed to watch the Kentucky
Derby by Reddam but is in
Russia playing for Sweden in
the International Ice Hockey
Federation World Champi-
onships.

In a recent NHL.com story,
Nyquist said he has watched
the horse race on the Internet.

BDN writer Larry Mahoney
contributed to this report.

“I couldn’t believe it,”
Truex said. “We went
around (turns) one and two
and I was like, ‘Wheel’s
loose.’ I kept telling myself
that maybe it’s not me,
maybe it’s just shaking be-
cause it has tape on it or
something stupid. It was
loose and I knew it right
away. Frustrating, but
that’s how it goes.”

Truex, whose single-car
Furniture Row Racing
team has a technical alli-
ance with Busch’s Joe
Gibbs Racing team, lost a
lap and wound up 14th de-
spite having the dominant
car.

Joe Gibbs, the former
NFL Hall of Fame coach
and co-owner of Busch’s
car, considers Truex a
fifth driver for his race
team and checked on
Truex after the disappoint-
ing finish.

“It’s a bolt on the inside
that bolts the inside plate
and the head broke off,”
Gibbs said. “When it did, it
turned. When it turned, it
kept the tire from going on.
I just felt so bad for our
teammate like that. … They
were killing it all night.
They were really fast.”

Truex’s misfortune
opened the door for Busch
to claim his first Sprint
Cup win in 17 tries at Kan-
sas. It also gives him a win
on 21 of the 23 tracks cur-
rently on the Sprint Cup
schedule.

With Kansas, where
Busch had won a trucks
race and three Xfinity
races, scratched off the list
he is eyeballing May 29 at
Charlotte Motor Speedway
and June 5 at Pocono Race-
way in an effort to become
the only active driver with
a Cup win at every sched-
uled track.

“I want to hurry up and
get to the two that he hasn’t

won at, because he’s hot
right now,” Gibbs said. “I
know it’s a big deal for
him. We know he can win
anywhere.”

Busch — who overcome
a grisly accident in the
Xfinity race at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway last
February to win his first
Cup Series title in 2015 —
has a particular interest in
trying to burnish his ca-
reer record during the next
month.

“There’s one person in
this room who definitely
wants that to happen, be-
cause it will bookmark her
birthday week, and that’s
my wife,” Busch said.
“She’s putting the pressure
on, I’m sure, that we’ve got
to go out there and score
those wins in Charlotte
and Pocono. I look forward
to the challenge.”

Busch’s wife, Samantha,
will celebrate her 30th
birthday on June 1.

The win was Busch’s se-
ries-leading third of the
season and the 37th Cup
victory of his career. He’s
won 162 races across the
Cup, Xfinity and Camping

World Trucks Series — sec-
ond only in NASCAR his-
tory to Richard Petty’s 200
wins in Cup races.

Kansas was a tough one
to get.

Busch managed had only
two top-10 finishes, none
better than seventh, in his
first 14 NASCAR Sprint
Cup Series races at the 1.5-
mile tri-oval.

He finished fifth at the
2014 fall race and, after
missing last spring’s race
as he recovered from the
wreck at Daytona, was
third last fall, but it wasn’t
until Saturday that he re-
ally exorcised his Kansas
demons.

“Certainly, this is a
place that’s been tough on
me over the years and
probably almost caused me
to go into retirement …”
said Busch, who turned 31
on Monday. “But I was just
telling (crew chief) Adam
Stevens, ‘I guess we have
no excuses at Kansas any-
more.’ ”

Busch, who got an owner
win in Friday’s Toyota
Tundra 250 in the Trucks
Series, didn’t pit during

the final 56 laps and took a
lead he’d never relinquish
with 37 laps remaining.

He held off runner-up
Kevin Harvick during the
final 19 laps after the races
last restart after a four-car
wreck that took Danny
Hamlin and Joey Logano
out of contention.

Busch’s older brother,
Kurt Busch, came up for
third followed by Matt
Kenseth, who posted his
best finish of the season
but remains the only Gibbs
driver without a Cup win
this season.

Rookie Ryan Blaney
rounded out the top five
with the best finish of his
Cup career.

Columbia native Carl
Edwards’ dream of a win at
Kansas is delayed at least
another five months. He
scraped the wall, picked up
a flat tire and went down
two laps early in the race.

Edwards slipped from
seventh to 34th, but battled
back into the top 10 before
a loose wheel with 46 laps
remaining shuffled him
back again and he wound
up 11th.
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NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Martin Truex Jr. (78) leads during the GoBowling 400
at Kansas Speedway on Saturday.

two-out, run-scoring single
in the eighth forced extra
innings.

J.T. Whitten sparked Hus-
son in Saturday’s second
game with a grand slam to
back winning pitcher Dan
Whitney, who scattered nine
hits while not walking a bat-
ter and striking out two.

Nik Beeson recorded
three singles and an RBI to
lead Thomas (20-20).

Castleton’s Labeau, Po-
land, Sam Spencer and Erri-
co were named to the all-
tourney team along with
Husson’s Huston, Whitten
and Whitney. Beeson and
Dominic Esposito of Thom-
as also were selected as well
as Ben Keene and Trevor
Hisler of the University of
Maine at Farmington.

It hasn’t helped that
Price’s characteristically
pinpoint command has been
off as well. He’s making
more mistakes, and those
mistakes are being pun-
ished more severely.

“It’s like he’s caught in
between a little bit,” Willis
said. “It’s either three inch-
es too far in or two inches
too far out on the plate.”

“The more velocity you
have, the more mistakes you
get away with,” said Price.
“Right now, I’m not getting
away with mistakes.”

Pitchers like Price have
had down stretches or even
down seasons and bounced
back. Pitchers like Price

have also lost it mysterious-
ly, never to recover. That’s
why signing pitchers like
Price is so risky.

Still, this is just seven
starts in a career that spans
220 of them.

“We’re confident every
time that David Price takes
the mound,” said Farrell.
“Right now, we’re examin-
ing everything. We’ve got
work to do.”

“This has definitely been
the toughest stretch and the
longest stretch,” Price said.
“That’s something I’ve got to
figure out. That’s something I
definitely take pride in and
feel like I’ve done extremely
well throughout my career:
being able to make adjust-
ments on the fly. It’s some-
thing I need to do right now.

“I know things are going
to turn around.”
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