
B8 Wednesday, May 18, 2016, Bangor Daily News

Sparringevent toraise funds forveterans
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

Building off a successful
debut last month in Dexter,
Josh Harvey of Corinth and
MaineNightOut.com will
join forces to host a kickbox-
ing sparring event featuring
the likes of local profession-
al mixed martial arts stand-
outs Bruce Boyington and
Ryan Sanders at Jeff’s Ca-
tering in Brewer on May 28.

Doors open at 5 p.m. and
the show begins at 6 p.m.
Admission is a $10 donation,

with all proceeds to benefit
The Maine Veterans Project.

More than 30 fighters
from eight different gyms
around central and south-
ern Maine are expected to
take part in the event.

No winners will be deter-
mined during the exhibi-
tions, but with many of the
participants scheduled for
MMA bouts during the next
three weeks, the fighters
consider it a good time to get
in a strong workout before
beginning to wind down
their training camps.

Sanders, for instance, will
fight champion Luis Felix
for the CES MMA light-
weight belt in a nationally
televised bout (AXS-TV) on
June 10. Boyington will seek
his second win with the
World Series of Fighting
franchise on June 17, when
he faces Saul Almeida at the
Foxwoods Resort Casino in
Mashantucket, Connecticut.

The Maine-based New
England Fights promotion
also will stage its next card
June 18 at the Androscoggin
Bank Colisee.

“Everyone is in full sup-
port of the troops, and spar-
ring sessions like this are a
regular thing at bigger
camps,” Harvey said. “I’ve
attended some in Massa-
chusetts, and they don’t ad-
vertise them because it’s a
common occurrence. They
just all show up at one gym
and bang on each other and
go home and call it a good
training session.

“There’s a thing about
sparring with someone
who’s not your friend or
your teammate, because

you don’t know any of their
habits and you don’t really
care if you punch them be-
cause they’re not your
teammate.”

Harvey, the former NEF
amateur lightweight cham-
pion who recently won his
pro debut and will partici-
pate in the Brewer sparring
event, and John Stuart of
MaineNightOut.com staged
a similar show on April 1 at
the Factory One nightclub
in Dexter.

“There was so much en-
thusiasm about the last

show that it was easy to
keep it rolling,” Harvey
said.

Participants in the Dexter
event also said it was a good
opportunity for less experi-
enced fighters who were
considering a combat sports
career to test themselves in
front of an audience smaller
than the 2,000 or more MMA
fans who routinely turn out
for NEF cards.

Harvey hopes to schedule
these events on a regular
basis in advance of future
MMA shows.
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Hermon’s Karli Theberge steals third base against Old Town’s Lauren Gasaway during
their game Tuesday at Hermon.
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Bishopmay return
for conference finals
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

TAMPA, Florida — In-
jured Tampa Bay goalie Ben
Bishop is progressing well
and could return later in the
Eastern Conference Finals,
according to a report on
ESPN.com .

Lightning head coach Jon
Cooper is optimistic Bishop,
a former University of
Maine star, will return de-
spite not practicing since
injuring his leg in the first
period in Game 1 of the se-
ries Friday night.

The best-of-seven game
series is tied at 1-1 after the
Penguins beat the Lightning
3-2 in overtime Monday
night in Pittsburgh.

Andrei Vasilevsky filled
in for Bishop on Friday
night and again Monday
night, making 38 saves.

The next two games on
Wednesday and Friday
nights are in Tampa.

On Monday night, Penguins
coachMikeSullivanshortened
his bench late in the game to
get star Sidney Crosby going,
and he might have lengthened
the Eastern Conference finals
because of it.

Crosby ended an eight-
game streak without a goal
only 40 seconds into over-
time, and the Penguins beat
the Lightning.

The Penguins rallied after
giving up a two-goal lead.

Crosby has never gone
nine consecutive playoff
games without a goal — and
he still hasn’t. The goal was
his first in overtime in 113
career playoff games — and
the fastest overtime goal in
Penguins playoff history.

“We were pretty confident
all game that (we) deserved to
win the game and that if we
kept doing what we were
doing we would win the game
— and that’s what happened,”
Penguins rookie goalie Matt
Murray said. “We played
with desperation but never
with panic, and that’s what I
like about our team.”

On the game-winning
goal, defenseman Brian Du-
moulin kept the puck in play
along the boards and passed
it low in the zone to Bryan
Ryan, who heard Crosby
calling for it. Rust fed him
the puck, and Crosby’s shot
sailed under the crossbar for
his fourth of the playoffs.

“I didn’t think Rusty saw
me, so I tried to let him know
I was there,” Crosby said.
“He had a good chance to
maybe shoot it too, but he
made a perfect pass — and to
an area where I could get a
quick shot away.”

The Penguins, showing the
desperation of a team in dan-
ger of going down 2-0 going
into the other team’s building,
outshot the Lightning 19-6
over the third period and
overtime.

“I thought as the game
wore on, we were better and
better,” Sullivan said.

Sullivan pressed to get the
game-winner by playing Cros-
by and the slumping Evgeni
Malkin (0 goals in 7 games)
together or with different line-
mates than usual in an effort
to get one or the other going.

“I moved a few people into
Sid’s line or Geno’s line, to try
to create a little bit of spark
with those guys,” he said.

Murray won the battle of
21-year-old backup goalten-
ders against Vasilevskiy,
making 19 saves and not al-
lowing a goal after giving up
two in a span of 2:33 in the
first period while filling in
again for Bishop.

“I was fighting it a bit …
but you’re going to have those
nights and I was able to battle
through it mentally,” said
Murray, who has yet to lose
successive games in his ca-
reer. “I thought I made a cou-
ple of big saves in the third.”

Murray also made a big one
by stopping Alex Killorn after
he got in behind the Pitts-
burgh defense in the closing 10
seconds of the second period.

“It was a huge save,” Sulli-
van said.

Adams’ free throws came
after the Warriors, who led
by 13 at halftime and then
found themselves behind by
eight with 4:43 remaining,
rallied within 101-100 on an
interior hoop by Harrison
Barnes with 2:02 to go.

After an exchange of pos-
sessions, Thunder power
forward Serge Ibaka recov-
ered a missed jumper by Du-
rant, giving Oklahoma City
a second crack with 1:12 to
play.

Westbrook then drove to-
ward the hoop and lobbed a

pass that smacked hard off
the backboard and deflected
toward the free-throw line,
where Adams retrieved it
and took off for the hoop.

He was fouled on a shot
attempt, and the 55.1 percent
career foul shooter made
both free throws to increase
the Oklahoma City lead to
103-100.

“That was huge,” Durant
said of Adams’ play. “I
knew they were going to
foul him. But we’re confi-
dent in Steven when he
goes to the free-throw line.
Those are huge.”

The Thunder were able
to win a third straight on
the road (including Games
2 and 5 at San Antonio) de-

spite Durant’s 10-for-30
shooting and Westbrook’s
7-for-21 from the field, but
each contributed in other
areas.

Durant had 10 rebounds,
Ibaka 11 and Adams a
game-high 12 as Oklahoma
City won the battle of the
boards 52-44.

Westbrook, meanwhile,
had a game-high 12 assists,
seven steals and no turn-
overs in the second half as
the Thunder took better
care of the basketball.

“You hear it all the time:
Defense wins,” Durant
said. “We miss shots.
That’s going to happen. We
just stayed with it on the
defensive end.”

Adams (16 points) and
Ibaka (11 points) contribut-
ed double-figure scoring to
go with their big rebound-
ing efforts.

“We’re not a perfect
team,” Thunder coach Billy
Donovan said. “It was a
struggle tonight. It was.
But I thought we had some
resiliency and resolve and
we kind of pushed
through.”

Curry had 26 points for
the Warriors to go with
team highs in rebounds
(10) and assists (seven).

Klay Thompson had 25
points and Draymond
Green 23 for the Warriors,
who lost just twice at home
during the regular season.

JOSE CARLOS FAJARDO | POOL | USA TODAY

Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook goes up
for a layup past Golden State Warriors forward Draymond
Green in the fourth quarter of Game 1 of the Western con-
ference finals of the NBA Playoffs at Oracle Arena, Oak-
land, California, on Monday. The Thunder won 108-102.
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Warriorshaveno response
for StevenAdams’ comment
BY JIMMY DURKIN
THE MERCURY NEWS

OAKLAND, California —
The Warriors had no re-
sponse to the comments or
apology made by Oklahoma
City Thunder center Steven
Adams after Monday’s
Game 1 of the Western Con-
ference finals.

Outspoken forward Dray-
mond Green, who rarely lets
any comment about the
team get past him, offered a
terse, “Nah, I haven’t heard
it,” when asked about
Adams’ remarks.

Warriors coach Steve
Kerr was also asked about
Adams and said he too had
not heard about the com-
ments.

During a postgame inter-

view on ESPN, Adams re-
ferred to Warriors’ guards
Stephen Curry and Klay
Thompson as “quick little
monkeys,” a term that could
be view as racially offen-
sive.

Adams, who is from New
Zealand and of British and
Tongan descent, quickly
apologized and blamed his
poor choice of words on cul-
tural differences.

“It was just a poor choice
of words by me,” Adams told
USA Today late Monday. “I
wasn’t thinking straight. I
didn’t know it was going to
upset anyone, but I’m truly
sorry. It was just a poor
choice of words. I was just
trying to express how diffi-
cult it was chasing those
guys around.”

walks. She threw 58 strikes
among her 87 pitches while
improving to 9-0.

“Karli was a beast on the
mound today,” said McCrum.

“My defense was phenom-
enal,” said Theberge, whose
mates made just one error
behind her.

“They played very good de-
fense,” said Old Town coach
Jenn Plourde.

Theberge said she threw
“everything” including a fast-
ball, change-up, drop, drop
curve, screwball and curve.

“She threw a lot of junk
and she did a good job keep-
ing it outside or inside,” said
Old Town junior third base-
man Gasaway. “She’s a good
pitcher. She knows what to
do.”

Zenk and Raymond each
had three singles and two
RBIs for the winners. The-
berge doubled and singled
and Oakes and Perry each
had two singles.

Caitlin King, Natalie St.
Louis and Gasaway each had
a single for Old Town.

Freshman Olivia Albert
tossed three innings of im-
pressive four-hit, shutout
relief.

had to take advantage of it,”
she added.

“There was a lot of back
and forth, but in the end it
just seemed like the best op-
portunity for me and Mor-
gan,” Ally said.

They will play hockey for
Gretchen (Ulion) Silverman,
who led the 1998 United States
Olympic team to a gold medal
in Nagano, Japan.

The Trimpers were re-

cruited by several prep
schools and visited six or
seven of them. They felt Taft
was the right choice for
them.

“It was the very first
school we talked to,” Ally
said. “It’s pretty small, there
was a nice environment and
everyone seemed happy.”

“You’ll get to know most
of the people there, and you
can take the classes you
want to take,” Morgan said.
“It was a perfect fit.”

Taft has approximately
600 students, and it costs
boarding students over
$56,000 per year.

Steve Trimper said his
daughters will receive fi-
nancial aid, and one of the
key reasons for the move
came down to a “safety
issue” while playing ice
hockey for Bangor High.

“The girls took hits and
bounced right up and, some-
times, they initiated con-
tact,” Trimper said. “But
Ally weighs 112 pounds and
Morgan is 120, and if they
run into a 200-pound senior,
even if it’s accidental, it may
not end well.”

There is no body checking
in girls hockey.

They also will be living

within a half-hour of their
grandmother, Barbara
D’Agostino.

The girls said they bene-
fitted significantly from
playing on the boys hockey
team because the speed and
physicality required them to
keep their heads up and
make quick decisions with
the puck. They probably
would have received more
ice time next season.

The girls said they will
miss their friends, and Steve
Trimper said his daughters
have had a wonderful expe-
rience in athletics and aca-
demics at Bangor High.
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and saw her improve tre-
mendously,” Barron said.

Baranowski admitted it
was a key year in her devel-
opment.

“I learned so much bas-
ketball-wise and even off-
the-court stuff that the
coaches were preparing us
for,” she said. “I’m really
excited to come back and

work for him now in a new
role.”

Baranowski played four
seasons in Europe for BC
Pharmaserv Marburg, Mar-
burg an der Lahn Germany,
the Nottingham Wildcats
and TK Hannover.

“It was a dream come
true. That’s pretty cool when
you take a step back and are
able to be proud of yourself
for making that happen,”
she said.

Baranowski said doing
basketball clinics and work-
ing with youngsters fostered

a desire to become a coach.
“I’ve been more interested

in the skill training aspect of
coaching, developing players,
versus tactics,” she said.

“Coaching is something
that continues to grow on
me the more I do it.”

At UMaine, Baranowski
will be working with players
from the U.S. and overseas.
Her experience adjusting to
a different style of basket-
ball and a new culture
should be beneficial.

“I went through it myself
so hopefully I can help relate

to them and make them feel
more comfortable. I hope I
can relate to them a little
bit,” she said.

Baranowski, who was re-
cruited by former coach
Cindy Blodgett, graduated
from UMaine in 2012 with a
degree in international af-
fairs, with a history concen-
tration and a Spanish minor.
She looks forward to rekin-
dling friendships on and
around campus.

“I don’t even feel like I’m
leaving home, I’m just going
to my other home,” she said.

Coaching
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Rangers’ Odor draws 8-game suspension
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Texas Rangers second
baseman Rougned Odor
punched Toronto’s Jose
Bautista on Sunday and two
days later Major League
Baseball retaliated with an
eight-game suspension, ac-
cording to reports.

The reports also indicated
that Odor will appeal the
punishment.

During Sunday’s Rang-

ers-Blue Jays game in Ar-
l i n g t o n ,
Texas, Bau-
tista slide
hard at sec-
ond back
into Odor’s
legs during
a double
play in the
eighth in-
ning of the
Rangers’ 7-6
win. Odor shoved Bautista

and then landed a punch
to the Blue Jays outfield-
er’s face.

Bautista had reached base
after being hit by a pitch
from Matt Bush. Odor said
afterward that he didn’t re-
gret his actions.

A brawl broke out on the
field among players from
both teams after Sunday’s
altercation. There was no
immediate word whether
other fines and suspensions

might be handed down in
the fallout.

Bautista, Odor, Blue Jays
third baseman Josh Donald-
son and Rangers bench
coach Steve Buechele were
ejected.

Once calm was restored
about 10 minutes later the
game resume, Blue Jays re-
liever Jesse Chavez hit
Texas’ Price Fielder and
both benches emptied
again.

Odor


