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Bishop still hopes to play in East series
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

PITTSBURGH — Injured
Tampa Bay goalie Ben Bish-
op still hopes to return for
the Lightning’s Eastern
Conference final series
against the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins, according to a tam-
pabay.com report.

Bishop, a former Univer-
sity of Maine star, injured
his lower left leg in the first
game of the series.

He would like to return
but will not rush and risk
further injury.

“It’s tough being in the po-
sition [goalies are] in, kind of
the last line of defense. You
don’t want to go out and play
when you’re not ready,” Bish-
op said in the tampabay.com
report. “If you were maybe a
forward, you’d be okay to go
out and tough through it. But
as the last line of defense, you
don’t want to go out there and
do that to your teammates.
You’ve got to wait until you’re
ready to go and feel like you
can help the team win.”

Bishop added that he
doesn’t need to be 100 per-
cent to play but needs to feel
comfortable doing certain
movements, up and down,
side to side.

Bishop’s backup, Andrei
Vasilevskiy, helped the
Lightning edge the Penguins

in overtime, 4-3 Sunday
night in Pittsburgh, and
take a 3-2 series lead.

In overtime, Tyler John-
son deflected Jason Garri-
son’s wrist shot from the left
circle into the net only 53 sec-
onds into overtime to give the
Lightning the victory.

Nikita Kucherov led a
comeback from a two-goal
deficit with two goals as the
Lightning won for the sec-
ond time in the three games
in Pittsburgh. They won’t
have to return there if they
can win Game 6 Tuesday in
Tampa, where teams split
Games 3-4.

The Lighting are one win
away from the Stanley Cup
finals for the second straight
season.

The Penguins gambled by
returning goalie Marc-Andre
Fleury to the net for the first
time in 51 days, benching
rookie Matt Murray, but
Fleury was outplayed by
rookie Vasilevskiy, who
made 31 saves to Fleury’s 23.
Fleury now is 1-8 in his last
nine playoff starts.

One constant on every
TampaBaygoal:Penguinsstar
defenseman Kris Letang, play-
ing without usual partner
Trevor Daley, was on the ice.
Daley will miss the rest of the
playoffs with a broken left
ankle that occurred in Game 4.

Olli Maatta, back after
being benched for three
games for uneven play, fig-
ured on two of the Penguins’
first three goals — exactly
what coach Mike Sullivan
wanted upon returning him
to the lineup.

But, again, the Penguins’
big names, Sidney Crosby
and Evgeni Malkin, couldn’t
produce a goal in a Game 5
that, based on prior NHL re-
sults of series tied at 2, sends
the winner on to the next
round about 75 percent of the
time.

The Penguins led 3-2 late in
the third, but Kucherov
scored his second of the game
— and 11th of the playoffs —
at 16:44. Johnson’s shot from
the left point deflected to
Kucherov behind the net, and
he easily beat Fleury on a
wraparound.

The Penguins took their 3-2
lead by scoring in the final
minute of each of the first two
periods — literally the final
second of the first period —
with left winger Chris Kunitz

involved in both goals.
After the Lightning rallied

from a two-goal deficit to tie it
at 2-2 on goals 1:10 apart in the
second by Alex Killorn and
Kucherov, the Penguins re-
gained the lead when Kunitz
punched the puck past Vasi-
levskiy with 50 seconds left in
the period.

Maatta swiftly carried the
puck beyond the goal line,
then fed it to the high slot to
Malkin, who put it on net.
Just as Vasilevskiy seemed
ready to grab it, Kunitz
nudged it into the net for his
fourth of the playoffs and
third of the series.

Previously, after holding
the Lightning to four shots in
the first period, the Penguins
scored the game’s first goal
with only seven-tenths of a
second left. Kunitz, while fall-
ing down, shoved the puck
up-ice to Bryan Rust, who
beat defenseman Victor Hed-
man for a shot that rebound-
ed to defenseman Brian Du-
moulin, who put it inside the
far post.

DON WRIGHT | USA TODAY

Medical staff attend to Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Ben
Bishop after he was injured during the first period against
the Pittsburgh Penguins in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference
Final at CONSOL Energy Center in Pittsburgh on May 13.

Hermon driver wins
LateModel race

HERMON — John Curtis
Jr. of Hermon battled from
the sixth position to capture
the Dysart’s Late Models
race Saturday night at
Speedway 95.

The top division at Speed-
way 95
k i c k e d
off the
2016 season in style with the
Hopkins Landscaping and
Paving Series Race 1. Pole
sitter Dana Wilbur of Frank-
fort and Wayne Parritt of
Steuben led the field of 11
high-powered machines to
the start of 50 green-flag
laps.

Curtis picked up where
he left off in 2015 as he drove
his Ford Fusion like it was
week seven.

“This is the best car I have
ever had, it’s even better
than last year’s 150, I owe

this one to my crew. They
are the best in the business,”
Curtis said in a news release.

Parritt finished second in
the race and was followed by
Wilbur, Kris Matchett of
Skowhegan and Deane
Smart of Bradley.

The results for the other
races were: Casella Recy-
cling Street Stock: 1. Bobby
Seger, Winterport; 2. Jeff
Alley, Machias; 3. Dean Cle-
ments, Brooks; 4. Asa Jones,
Sullivan; 5. Greg Pung,
Franklin; Casella Waste
Systems Sport Fours: 1.
Scott McLeod, Kenduskeag;
2. Marcus Dunn, Newburgh;
3. Gary Richards, Exeter; 4.
Andrew Crosby, Hermon; 5.
Jason Lancaster, Bangor;
Caged Road Runners: 1.
Josh Dillon, Howland; 2.
Brandon Brasslett, Frank-
fort; 3. Jr. Ogden, Holden.

SPEEDWAY 95

The quarterback has denied
knowing about any plan to
deflate footballs.

In a split 2-1 decision last
month, a three-judge panel of
the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in New York re-
versed a lower court’s ruling
that threw out his penalty.

On Monday, which was the
deadline for an appeal, the
union and Brady asked for an
“en banc” review, in which
the court’s entire roster of 13
active judges would rehear
the case.

The 2nd Circuit is known
among federal appellate
courts for rarely granting
such requests. It has held only
one en banc hearing since Oc-
tober 2013.

If the court denies the mo-
tion, the players union could
then appeal to the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

An NFL spokesman did not

respond to a request for com-
ment.

U.S. District Judge Richard
Berman in New York over-
turned Goodell’s decision in
September, ensuring Brady
could play the entire 2015 reg-
ular season. The judge found
Brady did not have the re-
quired notice that he could
face a long suspension for his
alleged conduct.

But the 2nd Circuit panel
ruled the labor deal between
the league and the union gave
Goodell “especially broad”
disciplinary authority.

Brady’s motion on Monday
said Goodell’s decision would
undermine labor arbitrations
everywhere and “runs rough-
shod over the rule of law.”

The union’s legal team in-
cludes former U.S. Solicitor
General Theodore Olson, who
appeared earlier on Monday
on ABC to announce the ap-
peal. Olson represented the
players’ union during labor
negotiations in 2011 and also
argued the two Bush v. Gore
cases that arose out of the 2000
presidential election.

Brady
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In 2015, Fullmer and then-
UMaine pitching coach J.P.
Pyne opted to scrap the
curveball in favor of the
sharp-breaking slider. It has
made a world of difference.

In two seasons since redis-
covering the pitch, Fullmer
has posted a 5-3 record with
seven saves and a 3.07 earned
run average. He has given up
only 114 hits in 123 innings
while piling up 118 strikeouts
and only 26 walks.

Further work on mechan-
ics has yielded a livelier fast-
ball and a more effective slid-
er.

“By stiffening out his left
side, he elevates his release
point,” Trimper said. “By
doing that, he’s a little more
downhill with his fastball and
his slider really turned into a
power slider.”

Trimper said Fullmer has
embraced the concept of
pitching inside to opposing
batters, which helps make the
slider more effective against
right-handed hitters.

Fullmer has proven him-
self adaptable. Last season, he

made 20 of his 21 appearances
in relief and logged four saves
as UMaine’s closer.

This spring, he served as
the closer for his first seven
outings. However, the youth-
ful Black Bears were strug-
gling to score runs consistent-
ly and didn’t face many tight,
late-game situations.

Trimper made sure his
most experienced pitcher
wasn’t sitting around in the
bullpen.

“I said, whatever it takes to
help the team win, I’ll be here
to do that,” said Fullmer, who
has tried to maintain a simi-
lar approach to pitching, re-
gardless whether he’s pitch-
ing one inning or nine.

“I just take it batter to bat-
ter and try to act like it’s the
last out of the ninth inning
and go at them as hard as I
can,” he said.

Trimper marvels at how
seamlessly Fullmer has gone
from starter to closer and
back to starter.

“It’s not easy. I think that
takes a special person to do
that,” he said.

Fullmer’s emergence as
UMaine’s ace came at a key
time as sophomore righty
Justin Courtney of Bangor en-
countered some shoulder stiff-

ness that kept him sidelined
for nearly six weeks.

“You love those guys that
even when they don’t have
their great stuff, they not only
want to stay in the game but
they actually can still pitch
and keep you in the game,”
Trimper said.

Fullmer has embraced the
pressure of being the No. 1
starter and has tried to set a
poised tone for a staff that
features several underclass-
men.

“I try to have the demeanor
that nothing bothers me and
try to keep the same face,” he
explained. “Anything nega-
tive, I try and store it away
and go after the next pitch or
the next batter and just keep
the emotions in check.”

Silva not only enjoys
Fullmer’s cooking but has
paid attention to how the se-
nior prepares, pitches and
sets the tone for the staff.

“He’s been a big influence
on me,” said Silva, who be-
came the closer after Fullmer
was moved into the rotation.

“I started picking up on
the things that he used to do
[as a closer] and I’m incorpo-
rating those before I pitch.
He’s definitely a great kid to
learn from.”

Fullmer said he acquired
his passion for cooking from
his maternal grandmother,
Evelyn Spangler, and his
mother, Melanie Monk.

“My grandma cooks a lot
for the holidays and she
passed it along to my moth-
er, so I was always given re-
ally good food at home,” he
said. “I always helped out
mom in the kitchen back in
middle school, high school.
It’s good Pennsylvania
Dutch food.”

Spangler often provides
sweets and treats for the
Black Bears.

Fullmer’s teammates
have enjoyed his cooking,
especially the goulash,
which is why fellow pitcher
Jeff Gelinas coined the nick-
name.

“It’s kind of like Ameri-
can chop suey: macaroni,
hamburger, tomato sauce
peppers, garlic, cheese,”
said Fullmer, who hopes to
get into food management at
a restaurant or hotel.

“I’d like to own my own
restaurant one day,” he said.

Regardless what Fullmer
is cooking up, there is a rea-
son it’s so delicious.

“The magic ingredient’s
always love,” he quipped.

Fullmer
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told me there was nothing
structurally wrong, but my
shoulder was a little overused.

SoIdidn’tthrowfortwoweeks.”
He had physical therapy

and worked on “building the
muscles back up.”

“We’ve worked out rou-
tines to make sure it never
happens again,” said Court-
ney, who expects to be used
in relief.

Courtney
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“He doesn’t swing at balls
and the ones he swings it —
even if he fouls it off — you
kind of take a deep breath.”

David Price, looking for
his third straight strong
start since second base-
man Dustin Pedroia tipped
him off to a problem with
his leg kick, opens the se-

ries on Tuesday night.
After getting the tip from

Pedroia regarding his mo-
tion, Price has reeled off two
straight wins — yielding
three earned runs and strik-
ing out 17 innings in 14 in-
nings. He is 4-3 with a 2.58
ERA, with 87 strikeouts in
661/3 innings over nine in-
terleague starts.

Sunday’s win moved the
Red Sox back into a virtual
tie with the Baltimore Ori-
oles for first place in the

American League East.
The Rockies will send left-

hander Jorge De La Rosa
(1-3, 10.18 ERA) against Price
(6-1, 5.53 ERA).

NOTES: Righty Craig
Kimbrel turned in his 10th
consecutive scoreless out-
ing Sunday with a perfect
ninth inning for his 12th
save in 13 chances. Hitters
are 1-for-29 with 14 strike-
outs against him during
those 10 games, and Kim-
brel has seven saves in as

many chances in that
stretch. … C Ryan Hanigan,
who sustained a left hand
contusion when hit by a
pitch Saturday, was un-
available Sunday. He is con-
sidered day-to-day. … Lefty
Eduardo Rodriguez, who
still hasn’t pitched in the
major leagues this season
because of a knee injury,
has been fitted for a brace.
He will make another rehab
start Tuesday night for Tri-
ple-A Pawtucket.

Red Sox
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Report: NFL tried to influence CTE study
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The House Committee on
Energy and Commerce has
found in a 91-page report that
the NFL improperly tried to
influence a study regarding
the detection of chronic trau-
matic encephalopathy, or
CTE, in living patients.

According to ESPN’s “Out-
side the Lines,” Congressio-
nal investigators have con-
cluded at least a half-dozen
top NFL health officials
waged an improper, behind-
the-scenes campaign last year
to influence a major U.S. gov-
ernment research study on
football and brain disease.

The report describes how

the NFL pressured the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to
strip the $16 million project
from a prominent Boston Uni-
versity researcher and tried
to redirect the money to mem-
bers of the league’s committee
on brain injuries, according
to ESPN.

The study was to have been
funded out of a $30 million
“unrestricted gift” the NFL
gave the NIH in 2012.

“In this instance, our inves-
tigation has shown that while
the NFL had been publicly
proclaiming its role as funder
and accelerator of important
research, it was privately at-
tempting to influence that re-
search,” the report states.

The NFL backed out of a
signed agreement to pay for
the study after the NIH re-
buffed the league’s campaign
to remove Robert Stern, an
expert in neurodegenerative
disease who has criticized the
league, the report shows. Tax-
payers instead bore the cost.

U.S. Rep. Frank Pallone Jr.,
D-New Jersey, told “Outside
the Lines” that the NFL’s at-
tempts to influence the NIH
threatened to compromise the
integrity of the research.

“Once you get anybody
who’s heavily involved with
the NFL trying to influence
what kind of research takes
place, you break that chain
that guarantees the integri-

ty, and that’s what I think is
so crucial here,” said Pal-
lone, the ranking Democrat
on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee. “Fortu-
nately, the NIH didn’t take
the bait. It shouldn’t be a
rigged game. If it is, then
people won’t really know
whether what we’re finding
through this research is ac-
curate.

“They wanted to look like
the good guy, like they were
giving money for this re-
search. But as soon as they
found out that it might be
somebody who they don’t like
who’s doing the research,
they were reneging on their
commitment, essentially.”

That ended a streak of 39ª
consecutive scoreless innings
for DeLaite since he allowed a
run before recording an out in
his first inning of work this
springonApril20duringan8-1
win over Oxford Hills.

It also led to just the second
loss of DeLaite’s four-year var-
sity career, and first since a 2-1
defeat to Brewer during his
freshman season in 2013 —
when like in Monday’s game
he pitched a complete-game
two-hitter.

The University of Maine-
bound DeLaite is 5-1 this
spring, 20-2 in his varsity
career.

“He’s so mechanically
sound, the best pitcher in the

state,” said Varney. “I’m just
glad I got a pitch I could hit.
That’s all I wanted.”

Varney and the rest of the
Red Eddies weren’t sure they
were ever going to get such a
pitch to drive against DeLaite,
who like Norcross-Plourde
took a no-hitter into the sixth
inning.

After the Red Eddies’ first
batter of the game reached on
an error, the Bangor left-hand-
er retired 17 consecutive bat-
ters before Austin Cox singled
to center with two outs in the
sixth — only to be picked off to
end that inning.

Norcross-Plourde, mean-
while, scattered six walks, one
hit and a hit batsman while
throwing 115 pitches in 5ª in-
nings, but the right-hander
was aided by three double
plays turned by an errorless
Edward Little defense.

“Jared’s a competitor, and
hebattledwithouthisbeststuff
today, but he made big pitches
when he needed to,” said Ed-
ward Little coach Dave Jor-
dan.

Bangor runners reached
third base in the fifth and sixth
innings, but both times after
two outs.

Jesse Colford drew a leadoff
walk in the fifth, was sacrificed
to second by Nick Cowperth-
waite and reached third as
George Payne was thrown out
at first base on a third strike in
the dirt. Norcross-Plourde got
Ben Crichton to ground out to
third to end the threat.

Kyle Stevenson broke up
Norcross-Plourde’s no-hit bid
with a one-out single to left-
center in the sixth and stole
second before reaching third
when Edward Little rightfield-
er C.J. Jipson ranged well to-

ward the right-field line to flag
down a deep fly ball by De-
Laite.

Derek Fournier then
walked before left-hander
Damien St. Pierre (5-1) came
on to get an inning-ending
groundout.

Cowperthwaite grounded a
one-out single to center in the
Bangor seventh, then ad-
vancedtothirdonback-to-back
wild pitches before St. Pierre
struck out Payne and got
Crichton to ground out to se-
cure Edward Little’s second
one-runvictoryoverBangor in
as many years.

“Tip your cap to those guys
because they made the play
when they had to and we had
opportunities and didn’t get it
done,” said Bangor coach Jeff
Fahey. “We tried about every-
thing to score one run and we
just couldn’t do it.”

Baseball
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