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“I have a soft spot for
kids,” said Haney, who also
hopes the young go-kart rac-
ers will turn into the stock
car drivers who could resur-
rect the sport in Aroostook
County someday.

He said if the kids are
taught sportsmanship and
the need for racing to be fun,
first and competitive sec-

ond, “we can build a base of
good quality racers with the
right attitudes to make the
track successful in five or
six years.”

They built the go-kart
track three years ago and it
has grown from “three to
four [racers] to 15 this sea-
son.”

“We have three classes:
kids 5-7 years old, juniors
who are 7-12 and a senior
class for 13 and over,” said
Haney. “There are four
apiece in the kids and ju-

niors and six-to-seven in the
senior class.”

He feels the track can be
successful “with the right
management.”

“You need to make it a
year-round track with snow
sled racing in the winter. I
just don’t have the time to
do that,” said Haney, who
owns Haney’s Building Spe-
cialties in Caribou and trav-
els a lot as the regional di-
rector of sales for the Que-
bec-based Berger Peat Moss
company.
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today,” Elliott said. “What a
fast NAPA Chevy and had a
car that could compete for
the lead all day. There were
definitely times we were bet-
ter than others.

“I wish once we had taken
a couple of those green flags
after the cautions, we could
have got going and ran some
laps. That is not how the day
unfolded, so we will take it
and move on.”

Drivers pitting for fuel
only or two tires only shuf-
fled Elliott outside the top-
five for the lap 122 restart.

Team Penske teammates
Keselowski and Logano
started the race on the front
row with Keselowski as the
pole sitter.

Logano took the lead on
the first lap and was up front
for the first 17 laps before
Kyle Larson stayed out dur-
ing a competition caution
for track position and re-
started with the lead. Loga-

no lost several additional pit
stops during the yellow flag
as several drivers took only
two tires.

When the yellow flag
waved again on lap 22,
things looked bad for Team
Penske, at least temporarily,
as Keselowski was penalized
for an illegal body modifica-
tion on pit road and Logano
drifted back through the
field after suffering damage
from an incident with Ryan
Newman.

Larson gave up the lead
for a scheduled green-flag
pit stop on lap 27, handing
the point over to Matt Kens-
eth and second to Elliott.
Kevin Harvick also led laps
before Elliott took command
of the top spot.

Harvick was able to stay
out for several laps during a
cycle of green-flag pit stop to
lead laps after overcoming a
pit-road speeding penalty
handed to him during an
early-race caution.

NOTES: Like Kurt Busch,
Greg Biffle and A.J. All-
mendinger also were with-
out their regular crew chiefs

at Pocono Raceway as their
crew chiefs served suspen-
sions handed to them be-
cause of rules infractions
committed at Charlotte
Motor Speedway. … The Ax-
alta 400 featured a new tire
compound for Pocono, and
the race is the first at the
track for the latest low-
downforce aerodynamic
package. Compounding
those unknowns, weather is-
sues throughout the week-
end limited practice time. …
Matt Kenseth was the most
recent winner at Pocono,
winning at the track in Au-
gust 2015. Martin Truex Jr.,
who dominated and won last
weekend’s race at Charlotte,
was last year’s Axalta 400
winner. … Pocono is one of
only two tracks on the
Sprint Cup schedule at
which reigning champion
Kyle Busch has not won.
The other is Charlotte (N.C.)
Motor Speedway. … Kyle
Larson won the rain-short-
ened NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries race at Pocono on Satur-
day, leading 27 of the 53 com-
pleted laps.
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Giants, Sox tomeet in rare 2-game series
SPORTSDIRECT

SAN FRANCISCO — The red-
hot San Francisco Giants had won
18 of 22 contests before being
cooled off after a pair of late leads
went by the boards in their last
two games. The
N a t i o n a l
League West-
leading Giants
look to avoid their fourth losing
skid of at least three contests on
Tuesday when they begin an ab-
breviated two-game interleague
series versus the visiting Boston
Red Sox.

Leadoff hitter Denard Span col-
lected four hits, two RBIs and two
runs scored in the three-game se-
ries versus St. Louis and is 11-for-
29 (.379) versus Tuesday starter
Rick Porcello.

While pitching traditionally has
been the calling card of San Fran-
cisco, Boston has endured some
tough performances from its hurl-
ers of late as the club has surren-
dered 39 runs en route to losing
four of five outings in June. Chris
Young homered to derail Marco
Estrada’s no-hit bid in Sunday’s
5-4 setback to American League
East rival Toronto.

“Any opportunity I get to play,
I’m happy about it and try to take
full advantage of it,” said the
32-year-old Young, who has been
shuffled into action with fellow
outfielders Blake Swihart and
Brock Holt on the disabled list.

Both games will begin at 10:15
p.m. while the opener will feature
Red Sox right-hander Rick Por-
cello (7-2, 4.00 ERA) against Gi-
ants righty Albert Suarez (1-1,
3.180.

Porcello has hit a rough patch
of late, surrendering at least four
runs in three of his last four out-
ings. The 27-year-old sinkerballer

surrendered three homers and
five runs total in six innings of a
no-decision versus Baltimore on
Thursday. Porcello looks to get
back on track versus San Fran-
cisco, against which he was shred-
ded for six runs on 10 hits in three
innings in his last encounter.

Suarez received mixed reviews
in his first major-league start on
Wednesday as the 26-year-old Ven-
ezuelan filled in for the injured
Matt Cain (hamstring). Suarez
settled for a no-decision against
Atlanta after allowing three runs
on as many hits in five innings.
Suarez has yet to permit a homer

in 17 frames this season and has
not allowed a run in seven innings
at home.

NOTES: Boston’s David Ortiz
is riding a 13-game hitting streak,
but his sore left foot may put his
availability in question should he
play at first base on Tuesday. ...
Giants catcher Buster Posey is
just 2-for-23 with five strikeouts
in his last six contests. ... Red Sox
second baseman Dustin Pedroia
carries a 13-game hitting streak
into San Francisco, against which
he is 10-for-26 (.385) with one
homer and six RBIs in his seven
career games.

RED SOX
NOTEBOOK

to voice the anti-war senti-
ment on behalf of all those
who did not support the war.

“He affected me by saying
don’t be afraid to stand out
and stand up in what you
believe, no matter what the
cost,” Payne said.

Payne and Nelson conced-
ed that Ali’s efforts in work-
ing toward equal rights for
black citizens stood out,
even though their own expe-
riences were far different
than those of many African-
Americans, especially in the
south.

“I knew all the racial stuff
was there, but I really didn’t
face the hatred that some of
the people did, or the pover-
ty. I was accepted,” Nelson
said.

Payne said he was the
only African-American at
Brewer High. His brother
Glenn later served as the
president of the Bangor
chapter of the NAACP.

As former standout ath-
letes, Payne and Nelson de-
veloped a deep appreciation
for Ali’s sustained success
in the ring. Payne marveled
at how Ali, then known as
Cassius Clay, had pointed to
injustices upon his return
from winning the boxing
gold medal at the 1960 Olym-
pics.

“When he came home
from the Olympics after
winning the gold medal and
couldn’t eat in a restaurant
in his own home state [of
Kentucky], he realized that
the gold medal really meant

nothing,” Payne said. “You
could be the very best that
America had to offer and the
very best the world had to
offer, and yet you didn’t
have the freedoms that any
man should have.”

Nelson had a brief brush
with boxing history before
the famed 1965 world cham-
pionship fight between Clay
and Sonny Liston in Lewis-
ton. He and some friends
made the drive to Poland
Springs, where Liston was
training.

“We actually saw Liston
spar, got an autograph from
him,” said Nelson, who also
was thrilled to see boxing
great Joe Louis. “I could
reach out and touch him.”

Clay knocked out Liston
in the first round of the con-
troversial fight.

Ali was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease in his
40s, and his health slowly
deteriorated. The decline
was difficult for many of his
fans to watch.

“When I saw how disabled
he was, I thought, that’s a
crying shame,” Nelson said.

Yet Payne said Ali’s ef-
forts as an athlete and am-
bassador for racial equality
could never be tarnished by
his physical decline.

“Ali affected my life tre-
mendously, more than I was
willing to admit at that time
and probably even now,”
Payne said.

“People call him the great-
est and say it without reser-
vation, and it’s because he
made them believe it,” he
added. “He more than said
it, he backed it up. Like he
said, it ain’t bragging if you
can do it.”
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enjoy being part of some-
thing that’s competitive.”

Goodwin compiled a 38-36
record during his first term
at Brewer, a run highlighted
by the Witches’ trip to the
2010 Eastern Maine Class A
championship game in his
first winter after moving
over from Orono High
School.

“Ben is someone we’re
pretty familiar with through
his prior work with the pro-
gram,” said Brewer athletic
administrator Dave Utter-
back. “We were excited to
put his name forward to the
school committee.”

Goodwin’s full-time work
as a ranger with the Maine
Forest Service previously
was based in Brownville and
encompassed an area from
south-central Piscataquis
County up through the
Moosehead Lake region,
making it problematic to get
back and forth to practice
each day and prompting
him to step away from his
basketball duties with the
Witches after the 2012-13
season.

Goodwin more recently
was transferred to a post
much closer to his family’s
home near Brewer, which
enabled him to seek a return
to the high school sidelines
once Blood announced his
retirement.

“I’m not traveling like I
was before, that saves me
3½ or four hours going back
and forth each day,” said
Goodwin. “Everything is
right here now, so that
makes a huge difference.”

Before taking the Brewer
job for the first time, Good-
win was the varsity coach at
Orono for six years begin-
ning with the 2003-04 season.
He compiled a 54-58 record
and four postseason appear-
ances with the Red Riots and
guided that team to a 36-18
record during his final three
years there.

Goodwin kept his hand in
basketball more recently by
coaching at the middle-
school level in Dedham and

for a local fifth- and sixth-
grade travel team that in-
cluded his son Ryder.

“He hasn’t been working
directly with the [high
school] kids, but he hasn’t
been that far away from the
program,” said Utterback.
“He’s done some work with
the travel program, and he
knows a lot of kids coming
up through the sending dis-
tricts, so there’s still some
familiarity there with our
kids knowing him and him
knowing what’s on the hori-
zon for us.”

Blood compiled more
than 200 victories during his
20 years as a varsity coach
at Brewer, Belfast, the for-
mer Mexico High School
and Hermon.

Blood first became Brew-
er’s head coach in the 2008-
09 season and guided the
Witches to a 14-5 record
while earning Kennebec
Valley Athletic Conference
Class A co-coach of the year
honors.

He left the job after one
season for family reasons
but returned as Brewer’s
freshman boys basketball
coach for 2012-13.

Blood regained the varsi-
ty post a year later after
Goodwin’s resignation and
guided the Witches to post-
season appearances each of
the last two seasons with a
core group of veterans that
included KVAC Class A all-
stars Carter Smith and Matt
Pushard, the latter also a
second-team Bangor Daily
News All-Maine selection in
2016.

Blood led the Witches to a
14-4 regular-season record
and a berth in the Class A
North semifinals this past
winter.
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Fans of Muhammad Ali leave pictures and personal
mementos as they pay their respects at the Ali Center in
Louisville, Kentucky, on Monday.

WashingtonNationals reinstate Zimmerman
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The Washington Nation-
als reinstated first baseman
Ryan Zimmerman from the
paternity list on Monday.

In a corresponding move,
the Nationals sent one of
their top prospects, infielder
Trea Turner, back to Triple-
A Syracuse.

Zimmerman’s wife,
Heather, gave birth to their
second child on Thursday.

Zimmerman is hitting
.250 with eight home runs
and 26 RBIs in 48 games this
season.

Turner started at second
base and moved to shortstop
— going 3-for-3 with a dou-

ble and walk — on Friday
night in his first call-up this
season. He also served as
pinch runner on Saturday.

The Nationals made it
clear from the start of the
weekend that Turner’s stay
was going to be brief.

“Unless Zimmerman has
another baby in the mean-
time,” manager Dusty Baker
joked.

The 22-year-old Turner is
hitting .310 with 17 stolen
bases at Triple-A.

“It’s everywhere. It’s hard
not to see it,” Turner said of
the speculation of being
called up. “But you can’t
think about that (or) I’m
going to go out there and

play pretty bad. You have to
play defense for the pitch-
ers. It’s a team game. If
you’re not ready mentally, it
can hurt your team just as
much physically.”

Mariners recall shortstop
Marte

The Seattle Mariners re-
called shortstop Ketel Marte
from a rehab assignment at
Triple-A Tacoma on Monday
and activated him from the
15-day disabled list.

To make room for Marte
on the 25-man roster, the
Mariners optioned outfield-
er Stefen Romero to Taco-
ma.

Marte, 22, appeared in

five games with Tacoma
after beginning his rehabili-
tation assignment on May
31. He sustained a sprained
right thumb on May 21 at
Cincinnati.

Before the injury, Marte
was hitting .276 with nine
doubles, two triples a home
run and 31 RBIs in 40 games.

Romero hit .200 with a
double and two RBIs in eight
games with the Mariners.
He is hitting .358 with 30
runs, seven doubles, four
triples, seven home runs
and 34 RBIs in 39 games with
Tacoma.


