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Logano cruises to
win inMichigan
BY AMANDA VINCENT
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BROOKLYN, Michigan —
Joey Logano broke into Vic-
tory Lane at Michigan Inter-
national Speedway on Sun-
day, claiming his first NAS-
CAR Sprint Cup Series win
of the 2016 season when he
took the checkered flag in
the FireKeepers Casino 400.

Logano became the 10th
different winner of the sea-
son.

Sprint Cup rookie Chase
Elliott finished second, Kyle
Larson was third and Brad
Keselowski fourth, respec-
tively.

“What a fun race, racing
with Chase and Kyle,” Lo-
gano said. “It was fun to see
the young guys up there
racing. I am not alone up
there as a young guy any-
more. I have guys up there
younger than me racing for
a win.”

Kevin Harvick finished
fifth after starting 29th.

“I’ve got to say ‘thank
you’ to everybody from
Stewart-Haas Racing, espe-
cially on the No. 4 Outback
Chevrolet, and everybody
from Busch, and Jimmy
John’s, and Mobil 1 and ev-
erybody who helps this
car,” Harvick said. “They

fought all day and had
great pit stops on pit road.
We were able to overcome
some missed-time cautions,
again. It seems like the
weekend of cautions; that’s
what got us in our starting
spot, anyway. But, all-in-
all, everybody kept their
heads up and kept digging,
and we got a good finish
out of it.”

NASCAR used the Michi-
gan race as an experiment
aimed at lowering down-
force with a shorter rear
spoiler and smaller front
splitter. The changes didn’t
hinder Logano, as he domi-
nated by leading nearly
three quarters of the 200-lap
race.

“What a great race car,”
Logano said. “To win here
in Roger’s (Penske, car
owner) backyard and Ford’s
backyard, this is always a
big win for us, here. We ap-
preciate the great car. What
a crazy race with the low
downforce and with more
cautions and more opportu-
nity to screw up, pretty
much.”

After losing the lead to El-
liott on a lap 116 restart, Lo-
gano got back up front for
good on the next restart fol-
lowing a yellow flag on lap
148.

Bangor-area fighters defeated in televised bouts
BY ERNIE CLARK
BDN STAFF

Two Bangor-area fighters
lost their matches on the
nationally televised CES 36
mixed mar-
tial arts
card held at
the Twin
River Casi-
no in Lin-
coln, Rhode Island, on Fri-
day night.

Ryan Sanders of Young’s
MMA in Bangor, who origi-
nally was scheduled to head-
line the show against Rhode
Islander Luis Felix for the

CES lightweight title,
dropped a three-round unan-
imous decision to Felix’s
late replacement, former Ul-
timate Fighting Champion-
ship prospect Levan
Makashvili.

Just before that bout, Jon
Lemke of Team Irish MMA
Fitness Academy in Brewer
fell to Josh LaBerge of Fall
River, Massachusetts, by a
second-round technical
knockout due to a succes-
sion of unanswered strikes.

The bouts were broadcast
as part of AXS-TV’s “Friday
Night Fights” series.

Sanders had worked his

way into a CES title shot
with a second-round stop-
page of Felix in a non-title
bout earlier this year, but
Felix dropped out of the re-
match just a week before
their scheduled return en-
gagement, citing a neck in-
jury.

Makashvili, a native of
the republic of Georgia now
based in Oceanside, New
York, was secured as a re-
placement on just five days
notice, but the veteran of
three UFC fights before
being released by that orga-
nization earlier this spring
used his strength to offset

Sanders’ four-inch height
advantage.

Makashvili landed the
harder strikes and also
worked his way inside to
score several takedowns
during the three-round
lightweight clash. Once he
took the fight to the
ground, Makashvili was
able to avoid a succession
of submission attempts by
Sanders, who entered the
fight with eight submis-
sions among his 10 pro vic-
tories.

All three cageside judges
had Makashvili winning all
three rounds, and each

scored the bout 30-27.
Makashvili improved his

record to 11-2-1, while Sand-
ers had his three-fight win-
ning streak halted and fell to
10-8 though he may still get
his title shot later this sum-
mer against Felix, who was
in the audience for Friday
night’s fight.

Lemke (5-5) used quick
movement, takedown de-
fense and accurate striking
to win a close first round in
his three-round lightweight
matchup against local favor-
ite LaBerge, according to
AXS-TV analyst Pat Milet-
ich.

But LaBerge (11-5) stag-
gered Lemke with an over-
hand right strike about 30
seconds into the second
round and forced him
against the cage wall
where LaBerge then un-
leashed a succession of
right hands.

Lemke never fell to the
mat but was unable to coun-
ter or defend himself against
LaBerge’s blitz, prompting
veteran referee Dan Mira-
gliotta to stop the contest at
1:11 of the second round.

The victory was La-
Berge’s fifth in his last six
fights.

MIXED
MARTIAL
ARTS

Creator wins Belmont by a nose
REUTERS

Creator made a brilliant
charge down the stretch to
edge past Destin by a nose at
the wire and win the 148th
Belmont Stakes on Satur-
day, the final leg of U.S. rac-

ing’s Triple Crown series for
three-year-olds.

Joining in a thrilling
finish was hard-charging,
Japanese-based Lani, who
finished third in the 1½
-mile race, one lap around
the massive Belmont Park

track in Elmont, New
York.

Creator, winner of the Ar-
kansas Derby, came from
far back in the 13-horse field
on a track rated fast as jock-
ey Irad Ortiz saved ground
around the final turn before

moving out in the straight.
Creator paid $34.80, $14.60,

$9.40 for a $2 bet. Destin paid
$9.40, $6.20, while Lani re-
turned $6.60.

Exaggerator, the 6/5 fa-
vorite, faded down the
stretch to finish 11th.

BRAD PENNER | USA TODAY

Creator (13) with jockey Irad Ortiz Jr., finishes ahead of Destin with jockey Javier Castellano to win the 148th running of
the Belmont Stakes at Belmont Park on Saturday.


