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West University Little
League team are likely to
join NCAA Division I base-
ball programs soon, includ-
ing two who already have
accepted scholarships from
Baylor and Texas A&M and
two others who have verbal-
ly committed to Vanderbilt
and Texas, respectively.

“When you have nine kids
off one Senior League team
that are going to play Divi-
sion I baseball, that speaks
volumes,” he said.

Other teams in Maine Dis-
trict 3’s bracket will repre-
sent the U.S. West, East and
Southeast, and the other five-
team bracket will have an
international flair with Asia-
Pacific, Europe-Africa, Latin
America and Canada joining
the U.S. Central.

“It’s certainly a lot differ-
ent for the local team, a much
tougher bracket draw,” said
Brooker. “When you do
things completely random,
it’s funny how things turn
out. Last year we had the five
historically toughest regions
in one bracket, and the oth-
ers in the other bracket.

“This year all the interna-
tional teams ended up in one
bracket along with [U.S.]
Central. It’s completely ran-
dom. As I said last year,
thank God it’s on film, but
it’s amazing how it worked
out.”

One change in the format
this year will have the last
team in each division to be
knocked into the loser’s
bracket cross over to the op-
posite bracket to play in the
final round of double-elimi-
nation play.

That should allow some
teams to play a greater vari-
ety of opponents than a year
ago when some teams, in-
cluding Maine District 3,
played just two other teams
during their Senior League
World Series runs.

“Some of the feedback we
received after last year was
that teams weren’t playing
enough other teams, they
wanted to play other teams,”
Brooker said. “Last year the
Maine team played Central
and Asia Pacific and beat
Asia-Pac twice and lost to
Central twice. The Southeast
team last year lost twice to
the Southwest, and there
were a couple of other teams
that only played two differ-
ent teams.

“We felt this way would
provide an opportunity for
teams to play a different op-
ponent, and also if the brack-
ets through random draw
were skewed one way or the
other, then it would provide
an opportunity for a team
out of a tougher bracket to
cross over and then poten-
tially get back into the cham-
pionship game.”

This year’s world cham-
pionship game is scheduled
for 2:07 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
16, and will be televised live
on ESPN. That represents a
change from recent years
when the game was on
ESPN2, and before that
when it was aired live on
ESPNU.

“Being on ESPN as op-
posed to ESPNU certainly is
a big step, as opposed to
ESPN2 which probably is not
quite as much of a change
because most cable compa-
nies that offer ESPN also
have ESPN2 in the same
package and they’re avail-
able in 140 million homes,”
Brooker said.

“It does change the percep-
tion, though, because now
you’re playing on ESPN.
There’s no qualifying num-
ber or letter at the end,” he
added.

ance Arena officials first
learned of their scheduling
conflict in early May when
meeting to review the 2016
tournament at that facility
as well as to discuss future
plans.

“It’s one of those things
that’s unfortunate,” said
Maine Principals’ Associa-
tion Executive Director
Dick Durost, “but we cer-
tainly will find a way
around it.”

The state championship
weekend for high school
basketball most often is
held during the final days of
February, as was the case
this year when those games
in all classes were played
on Feb. 26 and 27.

In 2017, Presidents Day
— the first Monday of the
annual February school
vacation and of regional
tournament week — is
Feb. 20, thus pushing state
championship weekend

back to March 3-4.
Durost said that histori-

cally officials at the Port-
land facility would save out
the dates the Maine Princi-
pals’ Association needed for
its state championship
weekend, but newer man-
agement that has operated
the Cross Insurance Arena
since 2015 may have been
less familiar with that tour-
nament schedule from year
to year, particularly since
the state finals essentially
will be a week later in 2017
than they were in 2016.

Durost said this is not the
first time such a scheduling
issue has come up sur-
rounding a championship
event.

“Several years ago, we
had something similar in-
volving a cheering competi-
tion, and we just had to jug-
gle some things,” he said.

The scheduling issue
with the Cross Arena may
be more than a one-year
situation for the MPA given
that America East is sched-
uled to hold the early
rounds of its women’s bas-

ketball tournament at the
Portland venue in both 2017
and 2018, but that has not
yet been determined.

Durost said he expects
the Class B state finals issue
to be resolved by October,
when the Maine Principals’
Association’s basketball
committee holds its next
meeting.

“There’s no reason to say
that we have to make a deci-
sion now in the last 10 days
of June,” he said. “We’ll
wait and make the final de-
cision when the committee
is together next October,
and I’m certain the commit-
tee will look at all the op-
tions.”

One of those options
might be the Portland Expo-
sition Building, which al-
ready hosts quarterfinal
games for Classes A and B
South. But that building
seats about 3,000 fans — less
than half the capacity of the
6,700-seat Cross Arena —
and 4,293 spectators turned
out for last winter’s Class B
state finals at the Cross In-
surance Center in Bangor.

“With the Expo, I’ve got
concerns about whether it
could handle the kind of
crowds that we’ve been get-
ting recently for Class B,”
said Durost.

Preliminary dialogue has
been held with officials at
the state’s other tourna-
ment venues, the Cross In-
surance Center in Bangor
and the Augusta Civic Cen-
ter.

“We’ve had conversa-
tions with the facility in
Augusta and the facility in
Bangor, and they’ve both
graciously agreed to hold
that Friday night open until
we can make a decision,”
Durost said.

“That’s certainly not any
kind of a commitment to
take it out of Portland, and
it’s not a commitment to
put it in either Augusta or
Bangor. We’ve just had the
conversations, and both fa-
cilities have said they’ll
hold onto that date for the
time being, and we’ll work
this out in October, and the
games will be played some-
where.”

Waddell is incorporating ad-
ditional endurance sets in
her training regimen.

The 100 butterfly is the
first event of the women’s
trials. As of June 14, 156
swimmers had qualified for
the field. The fastest qualifi-
er is 28-year-old Donna
Vollmer (56.9 seconds) of
California Aquatics.
Vollmer won the gold medal
in the event at the 2012
Olympics. Qualifying closed
on June 20.

Waddell emphasized the
importance of maintaining
her approach to racing, say-
ing, “I do my best when I am
just racing and not over-
thinking it.”

“As long as I focus on
what l love to do which is
swim it is a cool experi-
ence,” Tycz added.

Wells, a former Big Ten
champion and All-American
at Indiana University, will
compete in the trials in the
100-meter backstroke for the
Badger Swim Club of West-
chester, New York.

Included among the 217
qualifiers in the backstroke
is Michael Phelps, winner of
22 medals in Olympic com-
petition. Wells qualified at
54.9 with the top qualifier
Matt Grevers entered at 52.

According to information
released by USA Swimming,
more than 200,000 tickets
have been sold for the trials,

which will be broadcast on
the NBC network.

Among Maine swimmers
who have competed in but-
terfly events at the trials is
former world record holder
and Olympic medalist Ian
Crocker of Portland. Crock-
er swam in the 2000, 2004
and 2008 Olympics. Bangor
native Fritz Homans raced
in the butterfly events at the
1976 and 1980 Olympic Tri-
als.

Meanwhile, Brooke Zei-
ger of the University of Min-
nesota, the daughter of for-
mer University of Maine
swimmers Peter and Whit-
ney (Leeman) Zeiger, has
qualified for multiple events
at the trials.

The 19-year-old Zeiger
will race in the 400 individu-
al medley, the 400 freestyle
and the 800 free. Leeman, a
Bucksport native, won the
1984 NCAA Division ll 200
backstroke title for coach
Jeff Wren’s Black Bears.

Isabel Reis, a sophomore
at Princeton University
and daughter of Channing
and Ann (Farrington)
Reiss, is a qualifier in the
200 butterfly. Farrington
was a state champion but-
terflyer at Bangor High
School and a past school
record holder.

David Marsh, CEO and
director of coaching at
SwimMac Carolina, will
coach the 2016 Olympic
women’s team. Bob Bow-
man, coach of the Arizona
State Sun Devils, will coach
the men’s squad.

the right time. It will be a
new challenge, and I’ll have
the opportunity to make a
difference,” said Nelson.
“I’ll also be able to go home.
I spent a lot of hours broad-
casting games there, I went
to school there, and I know a
lot of people in the commu-
nity. I never really left. It
was always there for me.”

Nelson said he, his wife,
Miranda, and 11-year-old
son, Joseph, will continue to
live in Bangor.

His job at Foxcroft will
entail a number of responsi-
bilities such as writing press
releases, managing the web-
site and social media out-
lets, being the editor of the
Foxcroft Academy alumni
magazine, which comes out
twice per year, and teaching
a class entitled Applied
Media Technology.

He also will continue to
teach sports journalism at the

New England School of Com-
munications in Bangor, some-
thing he has done for 14 years.

And he would like to con-
tinue doing television play-
by-play for the Maine Public
Broadcasting Network’s
schoolboy and schoolgirl
high school basketball tour-
nament games if his sched-
ule allows. He has been
doing that since 2007.

He preferred not to dis-
cuss the financial terms but
said he will be making more
money.

“[Foxcroft Academy]
made it worth my while. But
it’s not about the money, it’s
about a chance to go home,
make a difference and feel
like I’m doing something
worthwhile,” said Nelson.

Foxcroft Academy athlet-
ic director Tim Smith called
the hiring of Nelson “out-
standing.”

“With his talents and pas-
sion for the school, I couldn’t
be more excited,” Smith
said.

Arnold Shorey, the head
of school at Foxcroft Acade-

my, said having someone in
charge of all aspects of so-
cial media is vital these
days, and Nelson is well-
versed in all areas and “re-
ally fits the bill.”

“Having an online pres-
ence, the written word,
video … Toby excels in all of
those areas. And he loves
Foxcroft Academy. He’s the
perfect candidate. We’re
very fortunate to have him”
said Shorey.

Nelson will have a more
flexible schedule at Foxcroft
Academy and expects to be
able to spend more time
with his family.

Nelson graduated from
Foxcroft Academy in 1995
after playing four years of
basketball and two years of
baseball while also running
track and cross-country.

He suffered a broken hand
his sophomore year and
began dabbling in broad-
casting for WDME-FM in
Dover-Foxcroft.

He went on to attend Hus-
son University in Bangor
and graduated in 2002.
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Emma Waddell of Bangor, who now swims at Williams Col-
lege, is among three Mainers to earn spots in the U.S.
Olympic Trials later this week in Omaha, Nebraska.

USGA regrets distraction at USOpen

BYMARK LAMPORT-STOKES
REUTERS

OAKMONT, Pennsylva-
nia — U.S. Open organiz-
ers on Monday said they
regret “the distraction
caused” by their delay in
handing champion Dustin
Johnson a one-stroke pen-
alty until after Sunday’s
final round was completed.

The U.S. Golf Associa-
tion (USGA), however,
stood by its decision to pe-
nalize Johnson one stroke
after the round.

USGA officials had
raised the question at the
12th hole of whether leader
Johnson would or would
not be penalised for mak-
ing his ball move on the
fifth green, despite a rul-
ing on site that he was not
at fault.

That decision to put
Johnson under notice
while informing every
other player about his pos-
sible penalty, led to a cha-
otic conclusion at Oak-

mont Country Club with
no initial clarity about the
champion’s final score.

Johnson later was
docked a stroke over the
controversial play on the
fifth hole, and his official
score was amended to 69
for a 4-under total of 276,
with Americans Jim Furyk
and Scott Piercy and Irish-
man Shane Lowry tied for
second on 1 under.

“Upon reflection, we re-
gret the distraction caused
by our decision to wait
until the end of the round
to decide on the ruling,”
the USGA said in a state-
ment.

“It is normal for rulings
based on video evidence to
await the end of a round,
when the matter can be
discussed with the player
before the score card is re-
turned.

“While our focus on get-
ting the ruling correct was
appropriate, we created
uncertainty about where
players stood on the lead-
erboard after we informed
Dustin on the 12th tee that
his actions on the fifth
green might lead to a pen-
alty.”

The USGA said the delay
“created unnecessary am-
biguity for Dustin and the
other players, as well as
spectators on-site, and
those watching and listen-
ing on television and digi-
tal channels”.

The handling of the
Johnson situation drew
outraged responses from
several high-profile play-
ers via Twitter, including
former world No. 1’s Tiger
Woods, Rory McIlroy and

Jordan Spieth.
Golfing great Jack Nick-

laus, speaking during FOX
TV coverage of the final
round, was among many
who criticized the USGA.

“You either have (a pen-
alty) or you don’t have one,
that’s my feeling,” the 18-
time major champion said.
“I think it’s very unfair to
the player.”

The USGA defended the
decision to impose the pen-
alty.

“Our officials reviewed
the video of Dustin on the
fifth green and determined
that based on the weight of
the evidence, it was more
likely than not that Dustin
caused his ball to move,”
the USGA said.

“Dustin’s putter contact-
ed the ground at the side of
the ball, and almost imme-
diately after, the ball
moved.

“We accept that not ev-
eryone will agree that
Dustin caused his ball to
move.”

Despite delay, Johnson penalized one stroke for movement of ball

“Upon reflection, we
regret the distraction
caused by our deci-
sion to wait until the
end of the round to
decide on the ruling”

STATEMENT FROM USGA


