
B8 Wednesday, June 22, 2016, Bangor Daily News

KEVIN JAIRAJ | USA TODAY | FILE

Kevin Durant (left) of Oklahoma City passes around Golden
State’s Stephen Curry during the NBA Playoffs in May.
Durant may be considering the Warriors as his next team.

had his mother do the same.
Then again, Durant down-
played the housing peeks in
the Bay and other areas, in-
cluding San Antonio.

Durant can be offered a
four-year deal or choose to
take the higher-risk route
with a potential monster re-
ward next summer by opt-
ing for a one-year deal with
a player option, the route
that has helped LeBron
James cash $22 million-$25
million annual salaries
while maintaining the lever-
age over the team in the
event things head south.

Durant said this week “I
just want to hoop” and im-
plied his decision would be
solely about basketball. And
winning.

The Warriors can find the
financial means to add Du-
rant even with Klay Thomp-
son and Steph Curry on the
roster. But what will that
roster look like by the time
the dust settles in free agen-
cy in July?

Golden State has eight
free agents, headlined by
starter Harrison Barnes, a
restricted free agent.

Next summer is a bigger
one with Curry’s deal expir-
ing at the same time Andre
Iguodala, Shaun Livingston
and Andrew Bogut hit free
agency.

The reset of Golden
State’s core could be mas-
sive and instantaneous if
Durant picks the Warriors.

It’s feasible Curry and Du-
rant would mutually agree
to take less salary but next
summer the definition of
“max contract” changes
with labor negotiations that
might all but eliminate the
idea. For certain, “max”
deals will reach a new
stratosphere in 2017.

For the lineup the War-
riors use, with Draymond
Green (who signed a four-
year, $73 million deal in
July 2015) at center, Durant
could be the “stretch four”

coach Steve Kerr prefers, re-
quiring defenses to sweat
every square inch of the pe-
rimeter.

For now it’s only a mi-
rage, but Lacob is deter-
mined to win, and that in-
cludes July.

Nowitzki becomes
unrestricted free agent July 1

Dallas Mavericks star
Dirk Nowitzki will become
an unrestricted free agent
on July 1 after opting out of
his contract on Tuesday.

Nowitzki, who just turned
38 on Sunday, had a Wednes-
day deadline to opt out and
become a free agent or play
next season for $8.7 million.

The prevailing thought is
that Nowitzki will remain
with the Mavericks, al-
though there is some
thought that the Golden
State Warriors might make
a run at the future hall of
famer.

Nowtizki has spent his en-
tire illustrious 18-year ca-
reer with the Mavericks.
The 13-time All-Star selec-
tion has one MVP award
and one NBA Finals MVP
trophy under his belt.

He is sixth on the NBA’s
all-time scoring list with
29,491 career points and is
taking aim at passing Wilt
Chamberlain during the
2017-18 season.

Knicks’ Afflalo,Williams
opt out

The New York Knicks
should be well under the sal-
ary cap when it comes time
to start spending money in
free agency on July 1.

On Tuesday, forwards
Arron Afflalo and Derrick
Williams said they would
opt out of their contracts
and test free agency. That
should give the Knicks more
than $30 million in cap
space, according to reports.

Williams, 25, came off the
bench in 71 games and started
nine for the Knicks this past
season. He averaged 9.3 points
and 3.7 rebounds in 17.9 min-
utes per game this season.

Williams was a top pros-
pect coming out of Arizona
in 2011. That year, Cleveland
had the No. 1 pick and con-
sidered drafting Williams.
Instead, the Cavaliers select-
ed Kyrie Irving out of Duke.

Afflalo signed with the
Knicks last summer, but
was benched midway
through the season and re-
placed by Sasha Vujacic.

Afflalo averaged 12.8
points on 44.3 percent shoot-
ing, but feuded with head
coach Kurt Rambis. With
Rambis gone and new coach
Jeff Hornacek taking over,
there had been hope that Af-
flalo might remain in the
Big Apple.
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Nealey was one of two
Mainers to score a top-five fin-
ish in the boys decathlon at
the nationals, as Sam Rusak
of Scarborough placed fourth
with 6,585 points. Rusak’s ef-
fort included first-place fin-
ishes in both the discus (132-6)
and pole vault (15-5) during
the second day of the competi-
tion.

Hayden Ashley of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, won the decathlon
with 6,933 points.

Lufkin won the emerging
elite division — for high
school athletes who have not
yet achieved champion-divi-
sion qualifying standards —
of the boys discus with a best
of 163 feet, 2 inches on the
third of his six attempts.

Lufkin also finished 24th in
the championship division of
the shot put with a best of 55-
11¼.

The performance contin-
ued a strong spring in the
throwing events for Lufkin.

At the Penobscot Valley
Conference large-school
championships, he set a
league record in the shot put
(55-6½) and also won the dis-
cus (159-10).

Lufkin then won the Class
A state championship in the
discus (168-4) while placing
fourth in the shot put (51-6¾).

He reversed those finishes
at the New England champi-
onships, winning the shot
put with a best of 58-5¼ and
placing fourth in the discus
at 155-8.

Jake Koffman of Orono
High School placed 15th in
the championship division of
the boys discus at the New

Balance Nationals Outdoor
with a top throw of 169-11.

The Red Riots’ rising se-
nior earlier this spring set a
Maine all-classes record in
the discus of 189-9 at the
Class C state championships
and went on to win the same
event at the New Englands
with a best of 174-10.

Maine also was well-rep-
resented at the New Balance
meet in the boys 1-mile race
walk with four finishers
among the top 10. That
group was led by third-place
Spencer Dunn of Auburn
(7:01.84), while Trevor Judd
of Livermore was sixth in
7:31.69, Bryan Ward-Sims of
Fryeburg was eighth
(7:57.59) and Nicholas Par-
rott of Wells was 10th in
7:58.68.

Brewer’s Lily Cohen was
27th in the girls race walk in
8:43.17.

Track
Continued from Page B5

Theriault said he enjoyed
working with Monsam and
has also liked working with
Lushes.

“Rich and I definitely
think a lot alike,” said The-
riault. “We have a similar
background coming from
super late models. We’re
still finding that groove with

our communication but
we’re off to a good start.

“It’s hard when you hit
the reset button midway
through and you’re racing
against guys who have
worked with each other for
several years,” added Theri-
ault. “But we’re just going to
keep getting better.”

He ran nine Camping
World Truck Series races for
Brad Keselowski Racing last
year and one this season. He
hopes to run at least another
one this year.

“I’m waiting for the right
opportunity. Loudon comes
to mind. I’d love to run that
race in the fall if we can get
sponsorship and support,”
Theriault said of the UNOH
175 at New Hampshire Motor
Speedway on Sept. 24.
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