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Djokovic extends streak atWimbledon; Federer wins
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

World No. 1 Novak
Djokovic won his 30th con-
secutive Grand Slam match
with a second-round victo-
ry at Wimbledon on
Wednesday.

The 29-year-old Serbian
swept into the third round
by beating France’s Adrian
Mannarino 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 (5)
under the closed retractable
roof at Centre Court while
play was suspended else-
where at the All England
Club in London because of
rain.

Djokovic, the two-time
defending champion, has
the third-longest Grand
Slam match streak in the
history of men’s tennis. The
longest winning streak at
majors for a man is 37
matches, set by Don Budge
from 1937-38, followed by
Rod Laver with 31 and now
Djokovic with sole owner-
ship of third place on the
all-time list.

“I have to be very grate-
ful to have the opportunity
to make the history of the
sport,” Djokovic told re-
porters. “Knowing that I
won 30 in a row, it’s very
pleasing. I want to keep on
going. Let’s see where it
takes me.

“Every single record that
I managed to achieve in the
last couple of years is im-
portant. Every next one
that I have a possibility to
achieve is more motiva-
tion.”

Djokovic hasn’t lost a
Grand Slam match since
falling to Stan Wawrinka in
the 2015 French Open final.

Djokovic overcame eight
double-faults, including one
to get broken while serving
for the match at 5-4 in the
third set.

In the tiebreaker, Djokov-
ic moved out to a 5-2 lead
after a pair of cross-court
winners. Mannarino later
played a soft drop shot and
Djokovic raced forward and
slipped, falling onto his
back as he knocked the ball
into the net. Djokovic was
unhurt and closed out the
match three points later.

Djokovic holds all four
Grand Slam crowns at the
same time and is attempt-
ing to join Budge as the sec-
ond player in tennis history
to win five straight majors.
Budge won six successive
titles between 1937 Wimble-
don and the 1938 U.S. Cham-
pionships.

Djokovic, the two-time
defending champion, also is
looking to complete a calen-

dar Grand Slam, already
having won the Australian
and French Open in 2016.
He is bidding for a 13th
major championship over-
all.

No. 3 Roger Federer, the
seven-time Wimbledon
champion, beat British

qualifier Marcus Willis 6-0,
6-3, 6-4 in a match played
under the Centre Court
roof.

Federer won the first
seven games and was in
control throughout the
match. Willis, ranked
772nd, was the lowest-

ranked qualifier to reach
the second round at a Grand
Slam since 1988.

“It was very refreshing to
play against an opponent
like this,” Federer said. “I
always knew it was going to
be a completely different
match than everything that
I’ve played before here at
Wimbledon.”

Before play was stopped
by rain on the outside
courts, No. 10 Tomas
Berdych of Czech Republic
stopped Ivan Dodig Croatia
7-6 (5), 5-7, 6-1, 7-6 (2).

Other men’s seeded play-
ers to have their matches
called off included Japan’s
Kei Nishikori (No. 5), Croa-
tia’s Marin Cilic (9), Bel-
gium’s David Goffin (11)
and Croatia’s Ivo Karlovic
(23).

On the women’s side, No.
3 seed Agnieszka Radwans-
ka of Poland beat Kateryna
Kozlova of Ukraine 6-2, 6-1
in just over an hour under
the roof on Centre Court to
move into the second round.

“A one-hour match is al-
ways good, especially with
that weather,” Radwanska
said. “Now we’re playing
every day, so I’m just very
happy with that win and
ready for the next one.”

The match was played in

its entirety under the re-
tractable roof after steady
rain forced delays on all
other courts.

“It’s like an indoor tour-
nament, sometimes,” Rad-
wanska said. “Have to kind
of get used to that. Of
course, it’s a little bit differ-
ent without the sun, with-
out the wind. So it’s a differ-
ent game. But, well, it’s
good that we could play
today.”

No. 32 Andrea Petkovic of
Germany beat Nao Hibino
of Japan 3-6, 7-5, 6-2 and Ev-
geniya Rodina of Russia
downed Lesya Tsurenko of
Ukraine 6-3, 7-5 before play
was stopped by rain on the
outside courts.

Matches canceled in-
cluded No. 2 seed Garbine
Muguruza of Spain, No. 4
seed Angelique Kerber of
Germany, No. 5 seed Si-
mona Halep of Romania,
Americans Venus Wil-
liams (8) and Madison
Keys (9), Spain’s Carla Su-
arez-Navarro (12), Austra-
lia’s Samantha Stosur (14),
Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina
(17), Italy’s Sara Errani
(20), Serbia’s Jelena
Jankovic (22), Nether-
lands’ Kiki Bertens (26)
and Russia’s Darya Kasat-
kina (29).
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Marcus Willis returns a shot to Roger Federer during their
Wimbledon singles match on Wednesday at the All England
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club.

barrel and plummet down
a 25-foot slide with jolting
bumps; the Paddle Boards,
which is a run of swiftly
tilting paddles; the Wall
Drop, in which they mount
a suspended wall, jump off
a trampoline, grab onto a
pendulous tube and swing
to safety; the Rolling Thun-
der, a heavy metal wheel
on a rack that you have to
rotate with your arms to
get across a pool with
water in it, and the Warped
Wall.

Just eight completed the
course.

Labreck made it halfway
through the Rolling Thun-
der before dropping into
the water below. She hung
on with one hand on two
occasions but her strength
gave out.

“Everything was great
up until the wheel,” said
Labreck Tuesday. “I saw a
lot of guys not make it
through the wheel. I said,
‘Oh man, this is going to be
bad.’ The wheel was really
heavy. I got too tired hang-
ing there.

“I gave it my best shot
but it wasn’t quite enough,”
said the 26-year-old
Labreck.

Still, she advanced.
“I can’t tell you how I did

the next night [because of
its Aug. 22 airdate]. I can
tell you out of the 30, 15
made it to the finals in Las
Vegas,” she said.

The finals have also al-
ready been filmed.

She watched the show
and was pleased with it. It
showed her relationship
with 20-year-old Emeline
Sterpe, who suffers from
cerebral palsy. Her full-
time job is taking care of
Emeline and she lives
with Sterpe’s family in
Newton.

“They did a real nice job
showing what I do with Em
and the love we have for

each other,” said Labreck.
“Emeline was really happy
with it, too.”

“American Ninja War-
rior” announcers Matt Ise-
man and Akbar Gbajabi-
amila praised Labreck,
saying things like it was a
“breakthrough perfor-
mance”; Labreck was a
“rookie who looked like a
veteran”; and calling her a
“strong woman.”

“It was definitely life-
changing,” said Labreck.
“It was more than I expect-
ed. The American Wound-
ed Warrior people and ev-
eryone there was super
supportive. The producers
were awesome, as were the
announcers.”

She admitted that she
was “really careful about
what I said” on the air.

“I didn’t want to come off
as arrogant or say some-
thing corny that I normally
wouldn’t say,” she said.

She said all of the atten-
tion can be “overwhelm-
ing” and she can do with-
out the fame.

But she loved the compe-
tition and is hoping to get a
call to participate in a show
called “Team Ninja War-

rior,” which involves com-
petition among three-mem-
ber teams, two men and a
woman.

“I have a hard time being
on teams because I get real
nervous. I don’t want to let
people down,” said the
5-foot-7 Labreck. “But I’ve
heard it is more relaxed
than ‘American Ninja War-
rior.’”

Labreck will continue to
train two to three hours a
day, although she does take
a couple of days off every
week to recover.

“You need to stay men-
tally strong and get enough
rest so you can stay
healthy,” said Labreck,
who learned about the im-
portance of mental strength
from former University of
Maine assistant track
coach Dave Cusano.

She also said she needs
to keep getting physically
stronger.

“I’m young and I’m inex-
perienced [compared to
some of the other ath-
letes],” said Labreck, who
now knows what to expect
and intends to keep trying
out for future “American
Ninja Warrior” shows.

tor for internal operations,
said it will be considered
UConn’s home game and the
home teams for the Frozen
Fenway games are reim-
bursed for the loss of home
revenue by the league.

He said they base it on av-
erage home attendance over a
span of a few years and other
revenue like concessions.

Biberstein said it doesn’t
impact Maine financially be-
cause it had already budgeted
for a road game to Hartford,
where the Storrs-based Hus-
kies play their home games.

“This will be shaving two
hours off our trip,” he noted
since Hartford is 93 miles
from Boston.

The Frozen Fenway series
involves a partnership be-
tween Hockey East, the City
of Boston and Fenway Sports
Management.

Biberstein said there is a
revenue-sharing formula and
Hockey East disperses reve-
nue to the respective schools.

All 12 current Hockey East
schools will have played at
least one Fenway game after
this year’s games are over.
Notre Dame will be leaving
the league after this season to
join the Big Ten.

Biberstein said they have
had a “very good following”

of Maine fans to the previous
Fenway games and called it
“a great event.

“It gives the student-ath-
letes an opportunity to play
outside at Fenway Park
which is something every-
body dreams about when
they’re playing hockey out
on the pond,” he said. “And
it is a unique experience for
the fans. They get to watch a
great college hockey game
outside at a historical base-
ball park.”

There will also be addition-
al college and high school
games and Mayor Martin J.
Walsh and the City of Boston
will host a free public skate
for residents on Monday, Jan.
16.
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Jesse Labreck, a former University of Maine track and
field heptathlete, clears a hurdle at UMaine in 2013.

dealt from the Rays two
years ago.

“I’m just putting us be-
hind the eight-ball early in
games,” Price said. “I’m not
setting the tone the way I
need to. It’s tough, but I’ve
got to get better.”

Boston has been shut out
three times this season, and
two have come in its six
games against Tampa Bay.

The Rays were able to get
to Price, who gave up four
runs on six hits in the first
three innings. Tampa Bay’s
bullpen came through with
two scoreless frames to close
out the win.

Brandon Guyer opened
the scoring with a solo home
run to left in the second —
his seventh of the season —
in his first at-bat back after
three weeks on the disabled
list.

Price struck out the next
three batters to retire the
side, but ran into trouble in

the third, however, with sin-
gles by Logan Forsythe and
Brad Miller. An RBI double
by Evan Longoria, an RBI
groundout by Desmond Jen-
nings and another RBI dou-
ble from Guyer staked
Tampa Bay to a 4-0 lead.

Boston quickly went from
no hits in the sixth inning to
having the tying run at the
plate. Christian Vazquez
singled to break up the no-
hitter, and Mookie Betts fol-
lowed with a single as well.
Moore got Dustin Pedroia to
pop out to left, but Xander
Bogaerts singled to load the
bases with one out. Moore
got David Ortiz to pop out to
third base and Hanley
Ramirez to pop out to right
to end the inning.

“Even with the bases
loaded there, just being able
to get a couple of those outs
and stay on track was prob-
ably the biggest reason,”
Moore said.

Price gave up a season-
high 12 hits and six earned
runs in 2 1/3 innings in a
loss to Texas in his previous
start. He gave up eight

earned runs in 3 2/3 innings
in a start against Tampa Bay
in Boston in April.

“On a day when I thought
he had probably his best
stuff of the season, in terms
of velocity and shape of his
secondary pitches, they
bunched a couple of hits to-
gether,” Red Sox manager
John Farrell said.

Ramirez left the game
after three at-bats with what
Farrell said was a strain in
his right side. He’s day-to-
day with Thursday as a day
off for Boston.

NOTES: Red Sox outfield-
er Brock Holt, out since
early May with a concus-
sion, has played seven rehab
games at Triple-A Pawtuck-
et, with five in the outfield
and two at shortstop, and is
hitting .364. … Catcher Ryan
Hanigan, also on the DL
with a neck strain, is also in
Pawtucket and has played
five games in his rehab as-
signment, going 3-for-16.
There is no immediate time-
table on when they will be
back in the majors but could
be anytime.
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