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said. “You go to the ball and
do your job, catch it. I was
going toward the ball and
laid out and ended up land-
ing on the warning track.”

He admitted that he was
unaware how close his
dive had taken him to po-
tentially crashing into the
tarp.

“I didn’t really feel it
going into my glove. I hit
the ground, looked up, ev-
erybody’s running toward
me, I’ve got the ball in my
glove. We were pretty ex-
cited,” Mailloux said.

The Maine District 3
champions were scheduled
to play U.S. West champi-
on, Central East Maui Lit-
tle League of Wailuku, Ha-
waii, in a Senior League
World Series game at 8
p.m. Tuesday.

acquired from the Twins be-
fore yesterday’s trade dead-
line,

Dombrowski explained
earlier in the evening why
he didn’t trade Moncada or
Benintendi.

“These guys are special
players, and they’re not far
from the big leagues, either,”
Dombrowskisaid.“Theseguys
are really good players. It’s just
a situation where, you know
when you talk to other clubs
and people offer you good big
league players for them. But I
do think we feel we have a club
that can not only win now, but
we want to be good for years to
come. They’re a really impor-
tant part of what we’re going to
do.”

Closer to reality
The Red Sox didn’t need

to make a trade to add a
closer to the bullpen.

Craig Kimbrel returned
to the club Monday and was
activated from the 15-day
disabled list exactly three
weeks since having surgery
to repair a medial meniscus
tear in his left knee. The Red
Sox announced that he
would miss 3-6 weeks after
the surgery, but Kimbrel
made a quick recovery.

“We just really left it up to
the knee,” Kimbrel said.
“We let the knee and how it

felt really determine what
we were doing and it re-
sponded really well and
that’s why I’m back in three
weeks and hopefully I can
stay here.”

The Sox didn’t wait long
to put their high-priced clos-
er to use. After taking a one-
run lead in the top of the
ninth at Seattle, Kimbrel
pitched the bottom of the in-
ning. He struck out three
Mariners, although one bat-
ter reached on a passed ball,
and earned the save in a 2-1
win by the Red Sox.

Kimbrel made the All-Star
team after posting a 3.55 ERA
with 50 strikeouts and 15
walks in 33 innings before his
injury, but he was unable to
pitch in the game after he
hurt his knee during batting
practice on July 8.

“Everyone keeps saying I
was shagging fly balls,” he
said. “I was actually just
kind of hanging out out
there and I took a step to go
get a ball that hit on the
ground and I felt something.
It was a little frustrating but
we’ve got it behind us now.”

Joe Kelly was demoted to
Triple-A Pawtucket to make
room for Kimbrel.

Kelly was throwing 100
mph out of the bullpen and
held opponents to one run on
four hits and two walks over 3
2/3 innings, but he was one of
the few relievers who had op-
tions and the Red Sox could
send him down freely.

competing,said.“DanaWhite’s
coming to town, which in and
of itself is a big deal, obviously.
And for us who have aspira-
tions to reach the next level,
he’s theguywhocanmakethat
all happen.”

Lacey, 1-0 as a professional,
will face 3-3 John Santos of
Derry, New Hampshire, in a
featherweight (145-pound)
contest, one of eight bouts on
the card being produced by
Lewiston-based New England
Fights.

Other Bangor-area fighters
scheduled to participate are
Ryan Sanders, Josh Harvey
and C.J. Ewer of Young’s
MMA and Jon Lemke of Team
Irish MMA Fitness Academy
in Brewer.

“It’s a great opportunity to
show Dana White that not
only formyselfbut forYoung’s
MMA that we have the talent,
and he should be keeping an
eye out for us up here in little
old Bangor, Maine,” said
Sanders, who is 10-8 as a pro-
fessional.

But while the chance to
catch White’s attention is a
major reason for fighters to
compete on this card, the rare
opportunity to fight in front of
hometown fans may be an

even bigger allure for some of
the local combatants.

This will be just the third
MMA card ever held in Ban-
gor. White brought a UFC
Fight Night show that includ-
ed Lincolnville native Tim
Boetsch to the Cross Center in
August 2014, and NEF staged
an outdoor event at Darling’s
Waterfront Pavilion in July
2013.

“The biggest thing for me is
that this fight is in Bangor,”
said Sanders, who will fight
11-7 Derrick Kennington of
Conway, South Carolina, in a
lightweight (155-pound)
match. “I was supposed to
fight in Bangor on the water-
front, and the guy I was sup-
posed to fight called the day
before and said he wasn’t com-
ing up.

“I’ve been fighting for five
years, and this is my first real
opportunity to fight in Ban-
gor, and Dana being here will
be icing on the cake. Plus, this
is the first time in my fighting
career I’ll be able to sleep in
my own bed the night before a
fight.”

There also may be a finan-
cial benefit for the local fight-
ers competing on the card, in
that their pay for this show is
tied directly to a percentage of
the ticket revenue they gener-
ate and many of them are find-
ing it much easier to sell tick-
ets to area fans for a Bangor

fight than for other NEF cards
100 miles away in Lewiston.

“I have a lot fans who aren’t
as affluent as some people in
town, and it’s a big deal for
them to have to buy a ticket,
travel down to Lewiston, get
food and travel back,” Lacey, a
Brewer High School graduate,
said. “It can be quite a costly
trip, so having it come to Ban-
gor is just huge.”

The Cross Center’s grand
ballroom seats 1,200. While
tickets are still available, the
local MMA community is
hopeful a big crowd might
lead NEF to return to the
Queen City sooner than the
current three-year gap be-
tween appearances.

“It would be great if they
realize that Young’s MMA and
Team Irish both have huge
fanbases up here,” Sanders
said. “There are definitely
people up here who would like
to see live MMA right in their
backyard. We’re hoping this
opens their eyes to that and
they can see that there’s some
profit and some reason to
come up here more often.”

Lemke and Ewer both
fought on NEF’s Bangor wa-
terfront card, and Ewer is ex-
cited about his opportunity
for a return engagement.

“My primary interest is
fighting in Bangor,” Ewer, a
former wrestler at Foxcroft
Academy in Dover-Foxcroft

who is 1-0 as a professional,
said. “I have a huge home-
town crowd coming to Bangor
for this, and for me being able
to represent Young’s MMA in
Bangor and having all my
friends and all my family
there … everyone I know is
going to be there.

“I’d say for half of the peo-
ple who are coming to see me
it will be the first time they’ve
seen me fight.”

While many of the combat-
ants hope to create at least an
MMA memory for White to
take away with him, the
36-year-old Ewer has a differ-
ent outlook on this opportuni-
ty as he prepares for his wel-
terweight (170-pound) bout
against Ruben Redman of
Jonesport.

“For me it’s more the buck-
et list,” said Ewer, who serves
on active duty with the Air
National Guard. “I’m going to
love to fight in front of Dana
White and Matt Serra because
they’re pioneers of the sport,
and I’ll be so happy and con-
tent to be able to say I’ve done
that — I hope I get the chance
to meet them.

“But I’m full-time military
here, I have a career, I’m fully
vested in here in Bangor. I
have three little girls I’m rais-
ing, and it would have to be a
pretty incredible opportunity
for me to ever consider leav-
ing Maine.”

graduate with a bachelor’s
degree in business adminis-
tration in May 2013.

“I heard wonderful things
about Tyler Walsh during the
search and interview process.
It all proved to be true when
the interview committee had
the chance to meet him,”
NYA Athletic Director Jack
Hardy said. “I believe his
communication skills, per-
sonality and ability to con-
nect with his staff, parents
and student-athletes will go
unsurpassed. Our hockey
community is excited, and on
behalf of everyone, I welcome
him to North Yarmouth
Academy.”

Walsh said his plan for the
team and program is to give

the players the best chance at
achieving their goals whether
it is to play hockey at the col-
legiate level or wherever their
passion may be.

“We will compete at the
highest level while helping
develop these young men on
and off the ice. I am looking
forward to building upon
what Eric has done and really
do something special for these
players, North Yarmouth
Academy, and hockey in the
state of Maine. I am excited to
be back in Maine and being a
member of the NYA family,”
he said.

Graham has taken a posi-
tion as an assistant coach for
the Bowdoin College men’s
hockey team.

The North Yarmouth Acad-
emy boys and girls varsity ice
hockey teams play in the New
England Prep School Athletic
Council.
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Hermon’s Mark Mailloux makes a running catch for an out against Old Town during the
Class B North championship game at Mansfield Stadium in Bangor in June. Mailloux, play-
ing for Bronco-Hermon, made a diving catch in a Senior League World Series game Sun-
day night at Mansfield that was shown during the Top 10 plays segment on ESPN’s
“SportsCenter.”


