
“If I had to pick one
major highlight [for 2016],
it would definitely be mak-
ing birdie from the fairway
bunker on the 18th hole at
Bath at the last weekly
MSGA,” Jones said. “I
knew more than likely I
needed to shoot two under
if I was going to pass An-
drew for player of the year,
and that birdie got me
there and ultimately was
the deciding factor.”

Jones finished the Bath
event in a tie for fifth with
a 68 to earn five points —
and beat Slattery by three
points to claim his 11th
title.

Jones had some help in
getting another title.

“There are a couple peo-
ple that deserve credit.
First, my wife, [Christi-
enne]. I definitely wouldn’t
be able to devote the
amount of time to golf with-
out her. She has the tough
job as she handles the ma-
jority of items at the house
while I am playing golf,”
Jones said. “Also, [head
professional] Gary Soule at
the Samoset. He is always
there to help with swing
corrections or just provide

a much-needed boost of
confidence.”

Jones’ finish atop the
points table will land him
a spot on the Maine team
in the annual Tri-State
Matches, which pits the
top amateur golfers from
the three northern New
England states against

each other in a two-day,
Ryder Cup style event. He
also will make the three-
man team set to represent
Maine at the USGA State
Team Championship this
September in Birming-
ham, Alabama. Joining
Jones will be Slattery and
Jack Wyman.
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COURTESY OF DAVID COLT

Ricky Jones of Thomaston recently received the Dr. Leon-
ardo Buck Player of the Year award, given annually to the
top amateur golfer in the state by the Maine State Golf As-
sociation.
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Hazen warned not to com-
pare Benintendi and Monca-
da and noted that Moncada
has a more challenging path
since he’s a switch-hitter
and needs to develop his
swing from both sides of the
plate.

“I think the path for An-
drew is sort of atypical,
across the game and for us,
and each player’s path is
going to be independent,”
Hazen said. “I know every-
body tries to link these
guys, but they’re not
linked at all. They play dif-
ferent positions. They
have different back-
grounds. They come from
different places. They have
different histories in the
game, different perfor-
mance histories, all those
things. We treat each guy

individually and their
path is going to be reflect-
ed in that. He’s been great
so far and he needs to keep
working and he’s going to
get here in his time.”

Holtwill adjust
With the promotion of

Benintendi and Farrell’s
desire to play him fairly
regularly in left field,
Brock Holt is returning to a
utility role.

Dustin Pedroia, Xander
Bogaerts, Jackie Bradley Jr.
and Mookie Betts have
played in at least 100 games
apiece this season and un-
doubtedly will need some
rest in the season’s final two
months.

“We’ve had a chance to
briefly talk,” Farrell said of
Holt. “Without him assum-
ing anything, it allows his
versatility to play up more.
He’s done a very good job
in left. Now the ability to
rotate through, and I’ll tell

you right now he’ll be at
second base (Wednesday).
Pedey’s due for a day, and
to me, (Wednesday’s) prob-
ably the right matchup to
give Pedey a breather and
get Brock in at second
base.”

Rest for Big Papi
David Ortiz only has two

more games before he’ll get
some extra rest.

Ortiz will not start any
of the Red Sox’ three games
at Dodger Stadium over the
weekend, manager John
Farrell said. The 40-year-
old hasn’t played a game at
first base all season and the
Red Sox don’t intend to
change that for this series.

“We’ll get two right-
handed starters, so that
will give us the ability to
have Travis Shaw at first
as well as an option,” Far-
rell said. “We wouldn’t
look to get David on the
field.”
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