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Patriots’ Edelman leaves practice with injury
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS

New England Patriots wide re-
ceiver Julian Edelman left Tuesday
morning’s practice with an appar-
ent injury to his
lower left leg.

Edelman, who
suffered a broken
left foot and underwent surgery last
November before returning for the
playoffs, threw his helmet to the
ground while a team trainer exam-
ined his leg, multiple media outlets
in Boston reported.

CSNNE.com and NFL.com, each
citing a source, reported that the
injury is not believed to be serious.

Edelman, 30, underwent a second
surgical procedure on his foot in
May that caused him to start train-
ing camp on the physically unable
to perform list.

The seven-year veteran practiced
fully for the first time on Sunday
and, according to WEEI radio,
looked impressive in one-on-one
drills against the New Orleans
Saints on Tuesday before exiting the
field.

Edelman racked up 61 receptions

and a career-high seven touchdown
catches in nine games last season
before sustaining the broken foot
against the New York Giants on
Nov. 15, 2015. He returned to the
lineup to make 17 catches in a pair
of postseason games.

A converted quarterback who
was a seventh-round draft choice
out of Kent State in 2009, Edelman
emerged as one of Tom Brady’s fa-
vorite targets following the depar-
ture of perennial Pro Bowl wideout
Wes Welker, amassing a career-high
105 receptions and his first 1,000-
yard season in 2013.

The 5-foot-10, 200-pound slot re-
ceiver followed that up with 92 re-
ceptions for 972 yards and four
scores in 2014 and was on pace for
another 100-catch season in 2015 be-
fore getting hurt.

Secondarybenefits frombattling
withBrees

The Patriots’ secondary heads
into this season with lofty expecta-
tions and on Tuesday, got a dose of
reality.

Through the course of the team’s
joint practice with the New Orleans

Saints, quarterback Drew Brees had
his way completing 21 of 25 passes in
team drills. The Patriots were com-
petitive, but were mainly on the
losing end of this battle.

Not all is lost, however, as the
practice was a good opportunity for

this group and secondary to focus
on what they need to do to get better
come the regular season.

“[Brees is] one of the best. That’s
what I really liked about this,”
Devin McCourty said. “Preseason,
inside the game, sometimes you

don’t know how much you’ll see
him. For myself, going against Tom
[Brady] every day, seeing that in-
sight and how he goes through dif-
ferent drills and then you come out
here and see Drew Brees. [He’s] an-
other guy who knows exactly where
he wants to go with the ball, knows
how to move a defender, really just
at an elite level. To get to practice
against that, not just in a game… I
think it’s a big advantage.”

The Patriots return everyone in
the secondary from last season and
add second-round pick Cyrus Jones,
who had two deflections on Tues-
day. Duron Harmon also intercept-
ed Luke McCown. But in the red
zone, Brees operated with efficacy
and even beat Malcolm Butler, con-
necting with Brandin Cooks on two
out of three passes.

Overall, McCourty was happy
with how the unit performed.

“I think we did a good job of com-
ing out and being aggressive,” Mc-
Courty said. “Obviously it wasn’t
perfect, but I think we came out
with the right mentality that’ll get
us better as a group and that we can
work on.”
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Health concerns putClukeyon the sidelines
AUGUSTA — Maine Olym-

pian Julia Clukey officially
announced her retirement
from the sport of luge Tues-
day at a press conference at
the Kennebec Valley YMCA
in her hometown.

She made the announce-
ment based on recent con-
cerns about her future health
related to onset of pain she
has experienced from Arnold-
Chiari malformation, a con-
genital brain condition that
she has endured throughout
her career.

“I’ve always known that I
wouldn’t be able to luge for-
ever. I had planned to retire
after 2018, but as I have told

students in my presenta-
tions, in life you are going to
face adversity and it is up to
you how you respond to
those situations that defines
you. At this point, the level
of pain during and after my
workouts really limits my
training and could impact
my future health,” Clukey
said.

“With the support of my
family, friends, doctors and
USA Luge, I recognize that
my health is the No. 1 priority
and strongly believe this is
the best decision for me. I am
going to approach this deci-
sion as a new opportunity,”
she added.

Clukey had brain surgery
in 2011 to attempt to limit
the pain in her neck and
skull. She said the condition
has resurfaced and severely
impacted her ability to train
at the level necessary for her
to compete at the Olympic
level.

“Julia started having re-
curring symptoms related to
her Arnold-Chiari at the end
of this past winter season.
Throughout the off-season,
we have continued to moni-
tor and track the symptoms
and pain level. It was obvi-
ous the pain has escalated
beyond a healthy tolerance,”
Dr. Eugene Byrne, team doc-

tor of the USA Luge team,
said.

“As part of this decision,
we factored in the dedica-
tion and intensity of the way
Julia trains and competes.
Julia always wants to give
110 percent. However, she
understands that the pain
isn’t going to go away and,
that at this point, aggravat-
ing it more could cause fu-
ture health concerns,” he
added. “With assistance
from a neurosurgeon we
made the decision that re-
tirement is best; in making
this decision, she is making
a very responsible decision
for her future.”
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New England Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman signs autographs
after training camp at Gillette Stadium recently.
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is now the assistant coach at
UMaine after playing for the
Black Bears.

She said Maine reminds
her of Estonia with the cli-
mate and the nature.

“It feels like home. And I
really like the people here.
They are really supportive,
which is why I stuck
around,” said Emajoe.

“The people are so friend-
ly and the landscape is beau-
tiful,” said Kriebisch, who is
a goalkeeper.

Naglestad likes the fact
that her teammates are also

her classmates.
“It’s easier. Back home,

you had one group of friends
at school and then you’d go to
practice with another group
of friends,” said Naglestad, a
striker. “Here you have one
big group of friends.”

Riin Emajoe said the level
of play is better than in Esto-
nia.

“It’s like a professional
level here,” she said.

The players are looking
forward to the season.
UMaine hosts Division II
Assumption College (Massa-
chusetts) for an exhibition
game 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug.
16, before officially opening
the season at LIU-Brooklyn
on Friday, Aug. 19.

The collective strength of
the Americans — with Ko-
cian securing the team’s
highest mark of the day
(15.933) with her high-flying
bars routine — left Biles
needing to overhaul a paltry
target of just 7.591 with her
final floor performance to
secure the first Olympic
gold of her career.

It was little wonder that
her teammates were already
hugging and whooping for
joy even before she had
begun her hip-swinging rou-
tine to the beats of Samba
music.

Biles’ explosive tumbling
passes — which included
her trademark soaring dou-
ble layout with a half twist
at the end — had the Brazil-
ian crowd roaring their ap-
proval. When she completed
her final landing, it was not
a case of if the U.S. were
champions but by how
much.

A score of 15.800 con-
firmed the rout.

“We set the standard and
we’re not going down. We
just improve the quality and
everybody needs to follow
us. If you try to run, it’s hard
to catch up,” U.S. coach
Mihai Brestyan said.

For Douglas and Rais-
man, it was a second succes-
sive team gold as they were
also members of the trium-
phant Fierce Five at the 2012
London Games.

“It feels amazing, espe-
cially to be alongside Aly …
we did this again and histo-
ry again. It is just phenome-
nal,” 2012 all-around cham-
pion Douglas said.

Before Tuesday, the pre-
vious biggest winning mar-
gin under the open-ended
scoring system, which was
introduced to the sport in
2006, came at the 2014 world
championships when the
Americans beat China by
6.693 points.Soccer
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