
Maine season-ticket sales
have plummeted in recent years
with a decline of 29.4 percent
from 2010-11 to this past season.
That resulted in the slashing of
season-ticket prices from $325
and $295 down to $255 for next
season.

The primary reason for the
decline in ticket sales has been
the men’s hockey program’s de-
mise from a national power that
made nine-straight NCAA Tour-
nament appearances to one that
has earned just one NCAA tour-
ney berth and posted only four
winning seasons over the past
nine years.

Doughty said the seats will be
renovated in the lounge as will
those in all of the other luxury
boxes on that level. There will be
four luxury boxes on each side
of the new lounge.

Will Biberstein, the universi-
ty’s senior associate athletic di-
rector for internal operations,
said the project will cost “$40,00-
$50,000” that will come out of the
building maintenance fund. In
addition to renovating the seats,
Biberstein said there will be
new flooring installed and a
paint job.

The luxury boxes are located
at one end of the ice behind the
goal UMaine defends in the first
and third periods.

Doughty said construction is
expected to begin “within two to
three weeks” and will be fin-
ished by the time UMaine opens
its season with an exhibition
game against St. Francis Xavier

University of Antigonish, Nova
Scotia, on Oct.2.

UMaine will play its first two
regular-season games the follow-
ing weekend (Oct. 7-8) against
Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute.

Doughty said two-thirds of the
78 lounge seats have been sold.

Doughty had been the sales
development manager with the
NBA’s Milwaukee Bucks and
said a lounge in the BMO Harris
Bradley Center where that team
plays was “very, very popular.”

Seth Woodcock, the universi-
ty’s senior associate athletic di-
rector of development, and
Doughty said there has been a
nationwide trend to add lounges
to arenas in addition to having
luxury suites.

“Private luxury suites are
best for some, and lounges are
best for others,” said Woodcock,
noting that now ticket buyers
will have an option.

“We’re very excited about it,”
he said.

Biberstein said the university
staff already has started the ren-
ovations by removing chairs and
the bars from the luxury suites.
A contractor soon will be hired
to begin the project.

“It isn’t going to be an exten-
sive project,” he said.

Biberstein said having a more
wide-open space that will be pro-
vided by the lounge will enable
people to mingle in addition to
enjoying the game.

Woodcock and Doughty said
they would eventually like to
offer two- and three-year con-
tracts for the lounge seats.

Those interested in the lounge
seats are asked to contact the
university’s ticket office.
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Daughter to follow in father’s footsteps at UM
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

Ray Jacques, who led the
University of Maine men’s
hockey team in scoring in
two of his four seasons in
Orono, will be making his
way back to Orono on a reg-
ular basis with wife Mi-
chelle the next four years.

That’s because Jacques’
daughter Jessica will be
playing for the Black Bear
women’s ice hockey team
beginning this fall.

“I’m excited,” said Ray.
“It’s going to be fun.”

Jessica Jacques had ini-

tially committed to attend
Brown University but when
head coach Amy Bourbeau
stepped down after the 2014-
15 season, she decommitted
and sought another school.

“When I visited Maine, I
really loved it,” explained
Jacques who was especially
impressed by head coach
Richard Reichenbach and
his wife and assistant Sara.

She said it is going to be
special following in her fa-
ther’s footsteps.

“I feel a piece of him is
still at Maine,” said the
5-foot-5 Jessica. whose fa-
ther had 128 career points in

125 games at Maine before
graduating in 1985. He was
the first captain under the
late coach Shawn Walsh in
1984-85.

She is currently finishing
up an extended stint on cam-
pus with the other fresh-
men, taking summer cours-
es and getting adapted to the
school and the community.

“It has been awesome,”
said Jacques. “It has really
helped.”

She has also enjoyed
spending time with her
teammates and said they are
all determined to win.

Jacques was a two-time

captain of the Boston Sham-
rocks of the Junior Women’s
Hockey League and had 12
goals and 24 assists in 28
league games this past sea-
son. She had 7 & 15 in 28
games during the 2014-15
season.

The 19-year-old Jacques,
who is a forward from North
Reading, Massachusetts, is a
three-time United States na-
tional team development
camp participant and will be
a scholarship player at
UMaine.

Ray Jacques said his
daughter had seven scholar-
ship offers and that he

stayed out of the decision-
making process.

“She loved the school, she
loved the culture, the envi-
ronment, the rink, the whole
thing,” he said.

Her father coaches her in
the summer and their team,
Team One, won the presti-
gious Beantown Classic’s
college division tournament
recently. Several of Jessica
Jacques’ University of
Maine teammates were on
the team.

“It’s a really hard tourna-
ment to win,” she said.

Richard Reichenbach said
Jacques bring a lot to ice.

“She’s a good skater,
she moves the puck really
well and she brings lead-
ership to the team,” said
Reichenbach. “She’s the
type player who can make
back passes and that’s
rare.”

He added that she is ma-
ture and she will bring a
knowledge of what it takes
to win at the Division I level
thanks to her father.

“She has exceptionally
playmaking skills,” her fa-
ther said. “She sees the ice
very well and makes the
other players around her
better.”

Ex-UMcoordinatornamedtoColbystaff
WATERVILLE — Kevin Bour-

goin, who began his career at
Colby College, is returning to the
Mayflower Hill campus as an as-
sistant coach for
the Mules’ foot-
ball program.

Bourgoin will
coach the Mules’ quarterbacks.

He was the associate head coach
for the University of Maine from
March 2007 to January 2016. He
was the offensive coordinator and
quarterbacks coach during that
time for former head coach Jack
Cosgrove. Bourgoin coached wide
receivers, tight ends and fullbacks
for the Black Bears starting in
March 2005.

Bourgoin started his coaching ca-
reer at Colby, working with the foot-
ball and track and field programs
from August 1997 to April 1998. He
worked with the wide receivers and
tight ends, and he coached the sprint-
ers in track and field.

“Coach Bourgoin will be a great
addition to our staff. He under-
stands the landscape of [New Eng-
land Small College Athletic Confer-
ence] football, having coached here
at Colby and in the Ivy League,”
Colby head coach Jonathan Mi-
chaeles said. “He has also coached
in arguably one of the most com-
petitive leagues in all of football,
the Colonial Athletic Association.
He is a proven football mind and

recruiter but more importantly, he
is someone who cares about devel-
oping young people. He will be a
great fit here at Colby.”

Bourgoin’s first coaching stint
at UMaine was as wide receivers
coach from April 1998 to February
2000. He took over as wide receiv-
ers coach at Brown University
from February 2000 to March 2005.

Bourgoin was a four-year start-
er at wide receiver for the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. He was a
Vermont Football Player of the
Year at Rutland High School and a
state track and field champion his
final three years of high school in
the 200-meter dash, 400 meters, 400
relay and 1,600 relay.

COLLEGE
FOOTBALL

“It’s also something that’s very,
very enjoyable.”

Umpiring is also something
Schwartz takes very seriously, as
he continues to seek out knowl-
edge about both his craft and both
softball and baseball by reading
about the subjects and conversing
with other umpires and coaches.

When he learned he had been
selected to umpire in the 2015 Lit-
tle League Softball East Regional
Tournament in Bristol, Connecti-
cut, he became certified by the
Western Maine umpiring board to
begin working junior high and
high school games and to take ad-
vantage of educational opportuni-

ties through that association.
“I look at every game I work as

an opportunity to get better,” he
said. “That could be because of
who I work with or it could be be-
cause I’ve reviewed the rules or
the case book and I see something
in a new light. I hope I improve in
every game that I do.”

After working in Bristol last
summer, Schwartz applied for and
subsequently was chosen for this
year’s World Series duty.

“The allure of the game is that it’s
the purest form of this sport,” he
said. “Everyone is a volunteer from
top to bottom, including the umpires
in Maine, and it’s where kids learn
the fundamentals of the game.”

“Once I went to the regional last
year and did it, I was bitten by the
bug. This is a great way to spend a
week — or in this case two weeks
— of your life if you love the game

and you love umpiring.”
But even though Schwartz is on

the other side of the country this
week getting the chance to prac-
tice his passion for umpiring on a
grand Little League stage, there’s
no getting away from his law prac-
tice — this phone conversation,
which took place at 6 a.m. Oregon
time, was followed immediately by
a phone call to a client.

“I have a very busy solo practice
with a great staff but I can’t com-
pletely leave it home, which is
why I’m working mornings here,”
he said. “But when I’m on the field,
the only thing I’m thinking about
is that game and the rules.

“Umpiring is actually a great
stress reducer for me. I remember
one parent saying to me, ‘This
must be very stressful,’ and I said,
‘Actually this is the least stressful
thing I do in my life.’”
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