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Four-time U.S. all-
around champion Sam
Mikulak, who had posted
the top floor-exercise
score in qualifying, could
hardly put a foot right.
His was short on the land-
ing of his opening tum-
bling pass, then stepped
out of bounds on his sec-
ond pass to finish last by

a hefty margin (14.333).
Sunday’s event finals

continue with pommel
horse for men, followed by
uneven bars for women.
Alex Naddour is those lone
American on pommel
horse, while Gabby Doug-
las and Madison Kocian
will vie for medals on the
uneven bars.

Biles has two events re-
maining and is favored in
both — the balance beam on
Monday and floor exercise
on Tuesday.

Jaleel Reed and Jared Os-
umah each caught 14 passes a
year ago, and they each made
some nice catches Saturday.
They were two of the notable
standouts in the scrimmage
along with Wright and run-
ning back Zaire Williams, who
broke several tackles en route
toa17-yardtouchdownrun.He
also had a 40-yard dash.

Reed and Osumah served
notice that they intend to im-
prove on last year’s statistics.
Both are now juniors.

Dunn was sidelined by a
nagging injury but he is ex-
pected to play in next Satur-
day’s scrimmage, according
to first-year head coach Joe
Harasymiak.

“They’re all going to
make some huge plays this
year,” Collins predicted. “I
can’t wait to throw the ball
to them.”

“We’re going to have
great depth in that posi-
tion,” junior quarterback
Drew Belcher said.

“Everybody knows about
Micah and Jordan and if we
can complement those guys
with Jared Osumah and
Jaleel Reed, that will open
up a lot more things espe-
cially in the slot with
Jaleel,” Harasymiak said.

Harasymiak said having
a quality and deep receiving
corps is “huge, especially
for [offensive coordinator
Liam Coen], who will have
those weapons to use.”

The Black Bears will have a
more diversified offense this year
underHarasymiakandCoen.

Wright said they are look-
ing to build on last year’s
accomplishments.

“We all realize we need to
make more plays when the
ball is thrown our way,”
Wright said. “This team def-
initely needs more plays
made, especially big plays.
We think we can provide
that. We also want to im-
prove our blocking.”

Dunn said he wants to el-
evate his “deep game.

“I’m more used to short
passes but I want to get
down the field more. I want
to attack the field,” Dunn
said.

“We have a very explosive
group,” Reed said. “At times
you’ll see four receivers on
the field, and we’re all capa-
ble of making big plays.
Coach Coen is doing a good
job getting us the ball, and the

quarterbacks are working re-
ally hard. We’re ready to take
the next step and be great.”

“We want to take the en-
ergy we put on last year and
get better this year,” Dunn
said. “We want to improve
every single day.”

The receivers are a close-
knit group who work togeth-
er as a unit and learn from
each other.

“We have meetings at
night and we watch film to-
gether. We all sit next to
each other. When we see
something someone did that
we like, we’ll point it out
and try to utilize it our-
selves,” Wright said. “We
like the way each other
plays.”

“We’re brothers. We’re
hard on each other. We hold
each other accountable,”
Reed said.

But the U.S. crew surged
during the third 500 meters
and built a 1.72-second lead
over the fading Canadian
boat at the 1,500-meter mark.

The U.S. maintained its
lead, and while Great Brit-
ain tried to close the gap
over the final 500 meters,
Logan and her teammates
crossed the finish line near-
ly a full boat-length ahead.

“This is probably the
toughest boat we have ever
had,” said Tom Terhaar,
head coach for U.S. rowing
since 2001, after the race.
“They did a phenomenal
job, because the field is just
getting tighter and harder
every single year, and that
was the highest quality
ever. Technically, that was
their second race together,
so they did an incredible
job.”

Joining Logan and Mus-
nicki on the gold-medal
winning U.S. crew were

coxswain Katelin Snyder of
Detroit, Michigan; Amanda
Elmore of West Lafayette,
Indiana; Tessa Gobbo of
Chesterfield, New Hamp-
shire; Lauren Schmetter-
ling of Moorestown, New
Jersey; Amanda Polk of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania;
Kerry Simmonds of San
Diego, California; and
Emily Regan of Buffalo,
New York.

Logan said one key to her
team’s success was its ability
to focus on its goal and not
rest on its past successes.

“This one practice, a cou-
ple months ago, we had to
endure a rowing piece,”
Logan said during the press
conference. “There was a
group that went before us
and they were finishing
their piece and everyone
was giving 200 percent.

There was nothing left in
their effort and it was all on
their faces.

“It made me think, ‘Wow,
what an amazing experience
to be a part of this group
where everyone is just giv-
ing everything they have,
every day.’ To be able to not
take for granted each mo-
ment, each practice and to
keep getting better is an
amazing experience.”

“It makes you feel pretty
good anytime your name is
said with his,” Betts said
after hitting a two-run
homer in the first inning
and adding three-run shots
in the second and fifth.

His eight RBIs in a game
were the most for any Red
Sox player since Bill Muel-
ler hit grand slams from
both sides of the plate and
added a solo shot for nine
RBIs at Texas on July 29,
2003.

“Pretty spectacular,” Red
Sox manager John Farrell
said of Betts’ day. “Just elec-
tric bat speed against a very
good either in (Zack) Grein-
ke, so just one (heck) of a
day for Mookie.”

Rick Porcello (16-3) had
all the support he needed
to join Toronto’s J.A.
Happ as the majors’ only
16-game winners. He im-
proved to 12-0 at Fenway
in 2016, and the Red Sox
have won all 13 of his
home starts.

“Guys swung the bats tre-
mendous today against one

of the best pitchers in the
game,” Porcello said after
giving up a run on three hits
with four strikeouts in
seven innings. “Got off to a
big lead, and I didn’t want to
mess it up.”

Dave Ferriss was the last
Boston pitcher to start a
season 13-0 at Fenway in
1946.

Porcello hadn’t won more
than 15 games in a cam-
paign, a total he reached
with Detroit in 2014. The im-
pressive outing also lowered
his ERA to 3.30.

If he continues on this
pace, the right-hander might
receive consideration for
the American League Cy
Young Award.

“When we look up toward
the end of September, he’ll
be in the conversation,” Far-
rell said. “We’ve got that
much confidence in him.”

Jackie Bradley Jr. socked
a two-run homer and had
three RBIs and Dustin Pe-
droia logged his team-record
fifth-career five-hit game
and added two RBIs.

Boston bested its previous
season high of 15 runs against
Minnesota on June 11.

The Red Sox (64-52) have
won three straight games

after losing four of five.
Arizona (48-69) had won

four in a row before being
swept in the three-game se-
ries at Fenway.

Greinke (11-4) was pulled
after only 1 2/3 innings, al-
lowing nine runs on 10 hits
— including three homers,
two to Betts — with three
strikeouts.

“It just seemed like my
stuff was really flat today,”
said Greinke, who had won
eight straight decisions be-
fore Sunday’s debacle.

“Try to find answers for
why (it was a) bad outing
or just throw it away. Just
hope you get stuff a little
sharper for next game.”

Michael Bourn clubbed a
solo shot for his third homer
of the year in the fourth. He
added an RBI single in the
eighth for the Diamond-
backs’ only runs. Arizona
used seven pitchers in the
blowout.

Boston did the bulk of its
damage during its seven-run
second frame and a six-run
fifth.

“I wish there was a run
bank that we could open up
an account and put some of
them in and withdraw when
needed,” Farrell joked.

NOTES: Boston placed
RHP Steven Wright (right
shoulder inflammation) on
the 15-day disabled list, ret-
roactive to Aug. 8. “While
he’s making progress, felt
like it wasn’t probably the
time to push this,” Farrell
said. RHP Clay Buchholz
will start Thursday at De-
troit. … Red Sox 1B Hanley
Ramirez was placed on the
bereavement list after Sun-
day’s game and LHP Roenis
Elias, who pitched two one-
run innings in relief, was
optioned to Triple-A Paw-
tucket. … Boston SS Xander
Bogaerts, who was 3-for-16
on the team’s homestand
and is batting .159 (7-for-44)
in August, was given a day
off. … Arizona moved LHP
Patrick Corbin to the bull-
pen. Corbin (4-12, 5.58 ERA)
allowed eight runs (four
earned) and nine hits in 1
2/3 innings in Friday’s 9-4
loss. RHP Zack Godley took
his spot in the rotation. …
Diamondbacks LHP Andrew
Chafin (left shoulder tendi-
nitis) paused his rehab as-
signment after tweaking his
groin. … Arizona C Weling-
ton Castillo (bereavement
list) is expected back with
the team Monday.
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Patriots’ Garoppolo clearly a work in progress
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. —
It would be hard to argue
that Jimmy Garoppolo —
the first man not named
Tom Brady
to open a
season as
the New England Patriots’
starting quarterback since
2001 — was good against the
Saints in Thursday night’s
preseason opener at Gillette
Stadium.

The question, though, is
whether Garoppolo was
good enough. Good enough
to show progression in the
summer working on what
head coach Bill Belichick
has called the team’s “prior-
ity” to get the third-year for-
mer second-round pick
ready to make his first ca-
reer start on opening night
in Arizona.

Garoppolo completed 11
of 18 passes for 168 yards
with no touchdowns or in-
terceptions in what ended
up a 34-22 New England win
thanks mostly to a defense
that forced four turnovers
and scored twice on its own.

“I don’t want to try and
make an evaluation without
really looking at it,” Belich-
ick said in the immediate
aftermath when asked to
evaluate his fill-in starter.

At times Garoppolo found
some rhythm in the passing
attack, though the unit was
without such key targets as
Rob Gronkowski, Julian
Edelman, Danny Amendola,
Chris Hogan and pass-catch-
ing running back Dion
Lewis. He had multiple com-
pletions to tight end Martel-
lus Bennett and rookie re-
ceiver Malcolm Mitchell,
who later left with a left
elbow injury.

But other times Garoppo-
lo reacted poorly to the pres-
sure and showed suspect ac-
curacy. His lack of intercep-
tions was not for a lack of
trying. He threw way too far
inside on a sideline come-
back route that guys like,
say, Cardinals cornerback
Patrick Peterson would feed
on. Later, he threw flat-foot-
ed across the field into traf-
fic in the red zone, a ball that
had no right to not be inter-
cepted.

“It was just a bad deci-
sion, can’t make it and won’t
do it in the future,” Garop-
polo said of the latter play,
which is only a learning ex-
perience if he truly doesn’t
do the same thing again.

Sacked twice, one in
which he retreated back-
wards for a bigger loss than
needed given the initial
rush, Garoppolo did show

the ability to take a hit. He
also did a nice job standing
in to make a throw on a 56-
yard screen pass to James
White.

The young quarter-
back’s toughness is at least
one area where Belichick
feels pretty comfortable
saying he knows what he

has in Garoppolo.
“I think that’s always

been a strength of Jimmy.
He’s a tough kid,” Belichick
said. “He’s, I think, respond-
ed well from those tests. I
can’t remember too many
quarterbacks that got hit
harder or more often than
he did against Buffalo a cou-

ple years ago. I don’t think
that’s an issue. He’s been
resilient and has good tough-
ness.”

The Buffalo game Belich-
ick referenced is the 2014
season finale in which the
rookie quarterback saw his
most significant NFL action
to date.

Now, Garoppolo is build-
ing to opening a season fill-
ing in for the suspended
Brady rather than filling in
for him while he rests to
prepare for a postseason
run.

Now, Garoppolo is work-
ing this summer through
practices, intrasquad scrim-
mages, joint sessions and
preseason action to be as
prepared as possible on
Sept. 11 in Arizona.

So far he’s getting mixed
grades on his performance
and preparedness this sum-
mer.

But the confident young
passer feels things are build-
ing appropriately at this
point.

“I think we’re going in the
right direction. As an of-
fense, as a team, we’ve got to
take it one day at a time, one
practice at a time and every-
thing. We’ll be where we
want to be by the end of the
preseason,” Garoppolo con-
cluded after the Saints game.
“I think I’m working in the
right direction. I said earlier
this week, there’s plenty of
things I could work on, little
things here and there. That’s
just part of being a quarter-
back. There are a lot of little
things here and there and
you want to be the best at
your craft.”

BRIAN FLUHARTY | USA TODAY SPORTS

New England Patriots quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo in action against the New Orleans
Saints during a preseason NFL game on Thursday at Gillette Stadium.
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JACK GRUBER | USA TODAY SPORTS

Team USA, including Boothbay Harbor’s Elle Logan (second from the right), prepare to
compete in the women’s eight heats at Lagoa Stadium at Rio.

Ebner rejoins
Patriots after
Olympic rugby
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The New England Patriots
released offensive lineman
Kyler Kerbyson on Sunday to
open a roster spot ahead of
safety Nate
Ebner re-
turning to
the team after competing for
the U.S. Olympic rugby team
in the 2016 Rio Olympics.

The 27-year-old Ebner, en-
tering his fifth NFL season,
was placed on the reserve/did
not report list last month so
he could participate in the
Olympics.

Ebner missed the first
three weeks of training camp
to be with Team USA Rugby.
Ebner scored a five-point try
in a 26-0 win last week, the
only win of the Rio games for
the Americans, who finished
in ninth place.

Ebner was an All-Ameri-
can rugby player at Ohio
State before the Patriots se-
lected him in the sixth round
of the 2012 NFL Draft.

Patriots coach Bill Belich-
ick supported Ebner’s pursuit
of his Olympic dream and
said he trusted him to be
ready when the season starts.

“Football. Not training.

Football. He hasn’t played
football,” Belichick said Sun-
day when asked what the
biggest adjustment for Ebner
will be. “You can go out there
and run around a track all
you want, but put 21 guys out
there it’s a whole different
ballgame. You can’t train for
that. You have to have him
out there. It’s not his fault.
It’s not anybody’s fault. It
just is what it is. He just
hasn’t played football com-
ing up on eight-plus months,
whatever it is. … He has a
long way to go. Nobody will
work harder at it than he
will.”

Ebner, an unrestricted free
agent before being re-signed
by the Patriots in May, had 13
tackles in 15 games last sea-
son. He also had 11 special
teams tackles, which ranked
third on the team. He has
played in 57 games over his
four NFL seasons.

Kerbyson, 23, was signed
by the Patriots as a rookie free
agent on July 24. He was a
two-year starter at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, starting
at left tackle in all 13 games in
2015 and making starts at
right tackle, left tackle and
left guard as a junior in 2014.
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MIKE BLAKE | REUTERS

Simone Biles celebrates as she approaches the podium to
receive gold in the vault at Rio Olympic Arena on Sunday.


