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Pats’ Gronkowski leaves practice with injury

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

New England Patriots
tight end Rob Gronkowski
pulled up with a possible in-
jury while running a route

during

Monday’s NFL
joint prac- NOTEBOOK
tice with

the Chicago Bears.

According to ESPN.com,
Gronkowski took himself out
after going for a pass from
quarterback Tom Brady in
7-on-7 drills along the side-
line. The severity of the in-
jury was unknown.

Gronkowski, 27, walked to
the sideline after the play
and met with a trainer before
heading to the lower practice
field. After about 10 minutes
there, he retreated to the
locker room, ESPN reported.

The 6-foot-6, 265-pound
Gronkowski, who had 72
catches for 1,176 yards and 11
touchdowns last season,
takes a beating in the regular
season, so he is likely to sit
out the entire preseason in
an effort to keep him fresh.
He hasn’t played in a pre-
season game since 2012.

The Patriots and Bears
will hold two more joint
practices Tuesday and
Wednesday ahead of their
preseason game at Gillette
Stadium on Thursday night.

Bucs sign Dotson to
extension

Tampa Bay Buccaneers
starting right tackle Demar
Dotson received a three-year
contract extension on Mon-
day.

NFL Media’s Ian Rapoport
reported the deal for the
30-year-old Dotson is worth
approximately $6 million per
season and runs through the
2019 season.

Signed as an undrafted
free agent out of Southern
Mississippi in 2009, Dotson
started all 16 games during
the 2013 and 2014 seasons be-
fore sustaining a torn MCL
last summer. Dotson, who is
6-foot-9, 315 pounds, made
three starts and played in
just six contests in 2015. In
seven seasons, he has played
in 76 career games (52 starts).

Dotson’s role is a pivotal
one as the Buccaneers look
to continue with the develop-
ment of former top overall
pick Jameis Winston.

49ers QB out for season

Quarterback Thad Lewis
is out for the season with a
torn ACL, San Francisco
49ers coach Chip Kelly said
Monday.

Lewis, a college free agent
out of Duke in 2010, was hurt
on a 1-yard run in the third
quarter of Saturday’s pre-
season opener against the
Houston Texans.

The 49ers’ No. 2 quarter-
back in the game, Lewis was
12 of 21 for a team-high 97
yards before being lifted for
rookie Jeff Driskel.

The 49ers’ QB competition
for the starting job pits Colin
Kaepernick against Blaine
Gabbert.

Bills sign Biermann

The Buffalo Bills signed
veteran outside linebacker
Kroy Biermann on Monday
after IK Enemkpali tore his
right ACL in Saturday
night’s preseason opener.

Biermann’s deal is for one
year, a source told ESPN’s
Adam Schefter. Enemkpali
was waived/injured to make
room for Biermann.

The 30-year-old Bier-
mann, who worked out Mon-
day morning and signed a
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Water drips from the face of New England Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski during
training camp recently at Gillette Stadium.

contract in the afternoon,
has played his entire career
for the Atlanta Falcons, who
made him a fifth-round pick
in the 2008 draft.

The 6-foot-3, 255-pound
Biermann has played in 114
career games (37 starts) and
has totaled 333 tackles, 23.5
sacks, two interceptions, six
passes defensed, three
forced fumbles and two fum-
ble recoveries.

Lions sign Quarless despite
suspension

The Detroit Lions signed
free agent Andrew Quarless
on Monday despite the tight
end facing a two-game sus-
pension for firing a gun in
public.

Quarless, who played the
previous six seasons with
the Green Bay Packers (2010-
15), was suspended under
the league’s personal-con-
duct policy as a result of the
incident in Miami Beach on
July 4, 2015. He was sen-
tenced to one year of proba-
tion and given a $1,000 fine
after pleading no contest in
November.

A fifth-round draft selec-
tion by the Packers in 2010
out of Penn State, Quarless
recorded 89 receptions for
940 yards and six touch-
downs in 60 games (27
starts). In eight postseason
games (two starts), he to-
taled 10 receptions for 85
yards and one touchdown.

Broncos’ Walker injured

Denver Broncos defensive
end Vance Walker was cart-
ed off the field with a right
leg injury on Monday.

Walker, who had just re-
turned to practice from an
ailing back, sustained an in-
jury to his right leg during
7-on-7 drills and remained on
the ground for several min-
utes as he was tended to by
team trainers. The 29-year-
old is expected to undergo an
MRI exam to determine the
severity of the injury.

Walker recorded 33 tack-
les and two sacks in 15
games last season for the
Broncos. A seventh-round
pick of the 2009 draft, Walk-
er has collected 172 tackles

and 12 sacks in 104 career
games with Atlanta, Oak-
land, Kansas City and Den-
ver.

Billings out with torn
meniscus

Cincinnati Bengals rookie
defensive tackle Andrew
Billings underwent knee sur-
gery on Monday to repair a
torn meniscus and could
miss the entire season, ac-
cording to multiple reports.

Selected in the fourth
round of the 2016 draft, Bill-
ings was carted off the field
during a joint practice with
Minnesota on Wednesday.
The 6-foot-1, 311-pound Bill-
ings was expected to provide
depth as a run stopper be-
hind Geno Atkins for the
Bengals, who still have
Domata Peko, Marcus Hardi-
son, Pat Sims, DeShawn Wil-
liams and Brandon Thomp-
son on the roster.

Browns’ Gordon returns to
practice

Cleveland Browns wide
receiver Josh Gordon was
activated from the non-foot-
ball injury list Monday and
returned to practice.

Gordon’s participation in
practice was his first since
December 2014. The 25-year-
old had been reinstated from
a one-year suspension on
July 25, but a quad injury
kept him on the sideline for
an additional two weeks.

Gordon has run afoul from
the NFL due to multiple viola-
tions of the league’s substance-
abuse policy. He also will sit
out the first four games of the
upcoming season, although
coach Hue Jackson told re-
porters that he has yet to de-
cide if Gordon will play
against Atlanta in Thursday’s
preseason contest.

Red Sox
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Kipnis and got Abraham Al-
monte to pop out to second
on a 3-2 pitch to end the
game.

“Our backs were to the
wall, but (Kimbrel) did what
he’s been doing for so many
years,” Farrell said.

“We had a chance,” Cleve-
land manager Terry Fran-
cona said. “We had a lot of
deep at-bats, but Kimbrel
throws 98. You can’t hit that
and his slider.”

The contest was a makeup
of a game that was post-
poned on April 7 due to in-
clement weather.

Boston has won four in a
row while Cleveland’s four-
game winning streak came
to a halt.

Boston’s blasts came off
Cleveland starter Josh Tom-
lin (11-6), who came into the
game tied for the American
League lead with 27 home
runs allowed.

Trailing 2-1, the Red Sox
started the sixth inning with
asingle to left field by Dustin
Pedroia. Tomlin struck out
Xander Bogaerts for the first
out, but Oritz hit Tomlin’s
first pitch deep into the seats
in right field, a drive esti-
mated at 427 feet, for his 27th
home run. Ortiz is 3-for-17 in
his career against Tomlin
and all three hits are home
runs.

“I left a cutter in a good
spot to hit a home run, and
that’s what he did,” Tomlin
said.
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Boston Red Sox designated hitter David Ortiz (right) cele-
brates his two-run home run with center fielder Jackie
Bradley Jr. in the sixth inning Monday against the Cleve-
land Indians at Progressive Field.

Tomlin retired the next
hitter, Mookie Betts, on a fly
ball to center for the second
out. But Bradley worked the
count to 3-2 then pounded a
ball over the right-field wall
for his 19th home run, giv-
ing Boston a 3-1 lead.

“When you make mis-
takes to guys who are that
caliber of hitter, they are
going to do some damage,”
said Tomlin, who gave up
three runs on seven hits
with three strikeouts and no
walks in 7 2/3 innings.

“You’ve got to beat Tom-
lin because he’s not going to
beat himself. He doesn’t
walk anybody,” Farrell said.

“Overall Tomlin was re-
ally good. And that’s a good
lineup that is swinging it
well now,” Francona said.

Rajai Davis gave Cleve-
land an early 1-0 lead in the
fourth inning, when he belt-

ed a 3-2 pitch from Pomer-
anz over the center-field
wall for his 11th home run.

Trailing 3-1, Cleveland
made it a one-run game in
the eighth inning when
Chris Gimenez doubled and
scored on a two-out double
down the right field line by
Davis, cutting the Boston
lead to 3-2.

Davis’ home run halted a
streak in which Pomeranz
retired the first nine batters
he faced. The 27-year-old
left-hander was Cleveland’s
first-round pick and fifth
overall in the 2010 June
Draft.

In 2011, the Indians traded
Pomeranz to Colorado as
part of a trade that brought
Ubaldo Jimenez to Cleve-
land.

On Monday, Pomeranz
made his first career start in
Cleveland, and it was a

memorable one.

“I was locating really well
all day and that helped me
get deep into the game,”
Pomeranz said. “That’s the
first time I’ve gotten into the
eighth inning, which has
been a goal.”

Pomeranz gave up two
runs on five hits with six
strikeouts and two walks in
7 2/3 innings.

“He was in the zone and
in command for most of the
game,” Farrell said. “That’s
the best stuff we’ve seen out
of him all year.”

NOTES: The Red Sox
placed INF Hanley Ramirez
on the bereavement list,
placed RHP Steven Wright
(right shoulder strain) on
the disabled list and op-
tioned LHP Roenis Elias to
Triple-A Pawtucket. The
Red Sox also recalled RHP
Heath Hembree, INF Marco
Hernandez and INF Deven
Marrero from Pawtucket. ...
Red Sox No. 9 hitters lead
the majors in batting aver-
age (.289), on base percent-
age (.350), slugging percent-
age (.438), OPS (.788), runs,
hits, doubles, triples and
RBIs. Boston’s most used
No. 9 hitters and their bat-
ting averages: Bradley (.363),
C Sandy Leon (.500), Her-
nandez (.355) and OF An-
drew Benintendi (.381). ...
Kipnis was given a previ-
ously scheduled day off
Monday, although he did
pinch hit in the ninth in-
ning. ... Indians RHP Danny
Salazar is expected to come
off the disabled list and start
Thursday’s game against
the White Sox.
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a junior, and true freshman
Manny Patterson.

“They made some good
plays,” said Harasymiak.

Junior corners Tayvon
Hall and A.J. Dawson did
not play because they are
nursing injuries.

Goode was the team’s
10th-leading tackler a year
ago as he was in on 33 tack-
les including 28 solos. He
also led the team in pass
breakups with eight, five
more than the next highest
teammate. He had one inter-
ception.

Dawson was in on 24 tack-
les, and Hall was involved in
19.

“They made some good
plays. Najee is growing into
a leader for us. He has a lot
of experience,” said Hara-
symiak. “Manny is mature
for a freshman.”

Harasymiak said he is
still trying to find three or
four reliable safeties out of a
pool of six.

Defensively, an area that
needs to be addressed is

tackling, according to Hara-
symiak.

“We have to be better, es-
pecially in the open field,”
said Harasymiak. “That will
come.”

One thing his defense will
have to eliminate during the
season is big plays, he said.

That was a problem a
year ago, but he pointed
out that a lot of them oc-
curred late in the game and
resulted from the defense
spending too much time on
the field because the of-
fense couldn’t sustain
drives.

UMaine gave up 10 touch-
downs of 26 yards or more
last season including six
that covered at least 43
yards.

“We play an aggressive
style of defense that creates
a lot of one-on-ones so our
guys are going to have to
make plays,” said Hara-
symiak, who was the defen-
sive coordinator a year ago
before taking over for 23-
year head coach Jack Cos-
grove, who is now a senior
associate director of athlet-
ics.

Three key members of the
team didn’t play on Satur-

day: All-Colonial Athletic
Association first-team de-
fensive lineman Pat Rich-
ard, leading rusher Nigel
Beckford and wide receiver
Jordan Dunn.

Richard and Beckford
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Senior Dan Collins of the University of Maine throws a
pass during an Aug. 8 practice in Orono. He is considered
the front-runner to be named the starting quarterback
while competing with junior Drew Belcher.

were coming off postseason
surgeries, and Dunn has had
a nagging leg injury.

Harasymiak expects all
three to see some action in
the final scrimmage on 2
p.m. Sunday.
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New York Yankees designated hitter Alex Rodriguez ac-
knowledges the crowd before his last game as a Yankee
Saturday against the Tampa Bay Rays at Yankee Stadium.

A-Rod not coming
back this season

THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Alex Rodriguez will not
be playing baseball for the
rest of the season, his publi-
cist confirmed on Monday.

“l want
to put all MAJOR
this talk to LEAGUES
rest about

Alex playing for any team
this season,” publicist Ron
Berkowitz wrote in a state-
ment. “It’s not happening.
Like he said Friday night,
he is happy and he is going
to take some time to relax
and hang with his family
and friends.”

Rodriguez was released
by the New York Yankees on
Saturday, one day removed
from playing his last game
with the club at Yankee Sta-
dium. The 41-year-old will
move into a role as an ad-
viser and instructor within
the organization.

A three-time American
League Most Valuable Play-
er, Rodriguez’s name had
been linked to the Miami
Marlins — perhaps due to
convenience since he grew
up in South Florida and still
lives there.

Rodriguez has fallen off
considerably since record-
ing 33 homers and 86 RBIs in
2015, batting just .200 with
nine blasts and 31 runs driv-
en in this season.

He has 696 home runs,
fourth on the career list be-
hind Barry Bonds (762),
Hank Aaron (755) and Babe
Ruth (714).

The 14-time All-Star has a
295 career batting average
with 3,115 hits and his 2,086
RBIs are second to Aaron’s
2,297.

A-Rod’s career has been
stained by the use of perfor-
mance-enhancing substanc-
es. He missed the entire 2014
season after his acceptance
of a 162-game suspension.

The Yankees are still re-

sponsible for $27,103,825 re-
maining on his $275 million,
10-year contract. He is owed
$7,103,825 of his $20 million
salary for the final 65 days of
this season and $20 million
next year.

Cubs apologize for ‘exit’

song

The Chicago Cubs issued
a public apology for a song
played by an employee as
left-hander Aroldis Chap-
man walked off the mound
during Sunday night’s game
at Wrigley Field.

Chapman worked a score-
less ninth inning in a 6-4 loss
to the St. Louis Cardinals
and exited to Prodigy’s
“Smack My (expletive) Up,”
drawing plenty of backlash
on social media. The Cubs
said on Monday that the em-
ployee has been fired.

“We apologize for the ir-
responsible music selection
during our game last night,”
Cubs president of baseball
operations Crane Kenney
said in a statement. “The se-
lection of this track showed
a lack of judgment and sen-
sitivity to an important
issue. We have terminated
our relationship with the
employee responsible for
making the selection and
will be implementing stron-
ger controls to review and
approve music before public
broadcast during our
games.”

Acquired from the New
York Yankees prior to the
trade deadline, Chapman
began the season by serving
a 30-game suspension under
baseball’s domestic-violence
policy.

The 28-year-old Cuban was
involved in an incident in
October, during which he al-
legedly choked his girlfriend
and fired eight shots from his
handgun into the air. While
no charges were filed, the
league conducted an inde-



