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Danielle Aviani (from left), Libby Riedl and Sydney Veljacic are among the outstanding
field hockey players from British Columbia who are playing at the University of Maine.
Coach Josette Babineau’s squad features eight women from the Canadian province.

play soccer and we’re just
happy we’re able to this year
and that our parents don’t
have to drive us.”

Between seven and nine
Stearns girls soccer players
are expected to join the Lee
roster — including Alley’s
younger sister Katherine,
an incoming freshman.

“It’s been working out
great,” said Stearns athletic
administrator Fredy Lazo.
“There will always be
bumps along the way when
you’re doing something for
the first time. This is the
first time we’ve done this
with Lee Academy and
they’ve been a great host.

“We’ve just been trying to
figure out what makes the
most sense to give these kids
the opportunity to play soc-
cer.”

Stearns has never fielded
its own girls soccer team, but
Emma Alley was among a
small number of players from
the school who were part of a
cooperative team with neigh-
boring Schenck of East Milli-
nocket two years ago. At that
time, the team was granted a
waiver from the Maine Prin-
cipals’ Association to remain
in Class D despite the schools’

combined enrollment being
greater than the cutoff for
Class C.

That waiver was not re-
newed last fall, but Alley and
one other Stearns teammate
were grandfathered to play on
the Schenck varsity for one
more season without the co-
operative entry having to
move up a class. Other play-
ers from Stearns participated
at the junior varsity level.

During the most recent
offseason, the school board
that oversees Schenck opted
to end its cooperative status
with Stearns in girls soccer,
concerned that a move up to
Class C would put the team
at a competitive disadvan-
tage.

Schenck has 134 students
according to enrollment fig-
ures used by the MPA to place
teams under the current two-
year statewide classification
cycle while Stearns has 181,
bringing that two-school total
to 315 — well above the
189-student maximum for
Class D soccer.

Lee Academy, a Class C
soccer school by enrollment
with its 236 students, will
compete in Class B North this
fall under its cooperative ar-
rangement with Stearns. The
combined enrollment of the
two schools is 417, more than
the 399-student maximum for
Class C soccer.
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Fleck. Newton went on to
become a two-time All-
American and set seven
school scoring records.

Gardiner was All-North-
east Region and All-America
East pick and Fleck was an
All-America East choice.

“Since then, it seems like
we’ve been able to get one or
two players from that region
every year,” said Babineau.
“I get so many emails from
[British Columbia] players
who refer to players they
know on our roster now.
When I go to B.C. they talk
about the Maine program as
the program they know,
which is really cool.”

There is a comfort level
for the women at UMaine.

“I knew six other girls
from British Columbia would
be on the team. The small
town is like home,” said Riedl.
“I don’t live in the city and it’s
nice not having a huge city
surrounding me.”

Aviani said of her recruit-
ing visit, “You instantly felt
like part of the family. The
Black Bear community is
such an inspiration. Being a
part of it feels really good.”

Babineau said British Co-
lumbians who want to play
U.S. college field hockey in the
East have to fly to whatever
school they decide upon and
the ”landscape and the nature
of people in Maine is similar
to B.C. This seems to be some-
where where they’re very
comfortable.”

The other British Columbi-
ans on the roster are Ella
Mosky (Victoria), Brittany
Smith (Duncan), Samantha
Wagg (Victoria), Morgan
Anson (Coquitlam) and
Emma Cochran (Surrey).

Aviani, Veljacic and Riedl
willbetheoffensivecatalysts for
the Black Bears. Veljacic was a
second-team All-America East
choice a year ago and Riedl was
selected to the All-Rookie Team.

“Danny is so experienced
at the center position. She has
been picking up different
techniques and shooting
skills,” said Babineau.

“Watching the Olympics
inspires you to score in new

ways,” said Aviani. “That al-
lows you so many more op-
portunities.”

Center midfielder Veljacic,
according to Babineau, is a
tireless player.

“She has a lot of responsi-
bility on our corners. She is
one of our shooters at the
top,” said Babineau.

“I’ve been working hard on
my tackling,” said Veljacic.
“And I’m going to try to mini-
mize turnovers.”

Riedl can be a forward or a
midfielder and Babineau said
she is “really good at finding
opportunities to get her shot
off. Sometimes people don’t
have the courage to do that.”

Riedl said she is focusing
on being a better communica-
tor and helping everybody fit
into their respective roles.

They are looking forward
to the season and trying to
earn the school its first NCAA
tournament appearance.

“We’re coming off a real
strong year and we’re always
trying to find ways to im-
prove,” said Veljacic. “We
have a good incoming class
and we’re all working really
hard to get to the next step.”

Maine opens its season at
home against former UMaine
assistant coach Diane Madl
and Providence College at 1
p.m. Aug. 26.
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DCpolice chief to become head of NFL security
BY JOSEPH AX
REUTERS

Cathy Lanier, who has
served as Washington,
D.C.’s first female police
chief since 2007, announced
on Tuesday she will step
down next month to oversee
security for the National
Football League.

As the NFL’s chief security
officer, Lanier, 49, will super-
vise security efforts for all 32
teams as well as for major
events like the Super Bowl,
the league said in a statement.

“Cathy joins us with a well-
deserved reputation of being a
tremendous communicator,
innovator and relationship
builder,” NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell said.

Lanier has spent 26 years
with the 3,700-member Metro-
politan Police Department.
Her last day will be Sept. 17.

At a news conference at
police headquarters on Tues-
day, Lanier referred to her
background as a high school
dropout who joined the police
department as a patrol officer
in 1990 after earning a high-

school equivalency diploma.
“Now I have two master’s

degrees,” she
said. “I owe
my life to this
city, the resi-
dents and
this depart-
ment.”

M a y o r
Muriel Bows-
er, who said
she would

name an interim replace-
ment within a few days,
praised Lanier for oversee-
ing a 23 percent reduction in

violent crime while improv-
ing the department’s rela-
tions with the community.

Lanier built a visible pub-
lic profile, making frequent
television appearances and
holding numerous meetings
with community leaders, to
whom she gave her cellphone
number so they could reach
her day and night.

More recently, the depart-
ment implemented a body
camera program, as police of-
ficers around the country
have seen increasing scruti-
ny amid racial tensions.

Steelers’ Harrisonweighs
options onNFL inquiry
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Pittsburgh Steelers line-
backer James Harrison said
he is weighing his options in
regard to whether to cooper-
ate with the NFL investiga-
tion into steroid allegations
that surfaced late last year
via a report by Al-Jazeera.

Harrison was one of four
players notified that they face
a suspension if they don’t con-
sent to an interview with the
NFL by Aug. 25. The other
three players are Green Bay
Packers linebackers Clay
Matthews and Julius Peppers
and unsigned free-agent line-
backer Mike Neal.

Adolpho Birch, the NFL’s
senior vice president of labor
policy and league affairs,
sent a memo to the NFL Play-

ers Association warning that
suspensions will go into ef-
fect on Aug. 26 if the players
fail to cooperate, USA Today
reported.

Harrison doesn’t mind an-
swering questions — he said
is even willing to face the
commissioner — but isn’t
thrilled with the process.

“I don’t have a problem
doing the interview,” Harri-
son told reporters on Tues-
day. “Come to my house.
Bring Roger (Goodell) with
you.”

But Harrison doesn’t re-
spect the way the situation is
being handled and the NFL
Players Association contends
there is a lack of evidence be-
cause key source Charlie Sly
recanted his statements to
the media outlet.
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