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ning if he could run and he
said, ‘Yes, do you want me to
run out there?’

“I hated the thought of
having to go into extra in-
nings with our best two hit-
ters out of the game.”

Ziegler got a groundout
and a strikeout but walked
Romine on a 3-1 pitch, which
was inside. Romine had
faked a squeeze but pulled
back on the 2-1 pitch, which
was also inside.

“They strung some hits
together,” Boston manager
John Farrell said. “We went
with Tazawa just because of
the history against those top
three guys. With Ziegler
(against low-ball hitters), it
didn’t work out.

“Again, particularly with
the way Cabrera swung the
bat, we were looking to get
some pitches that (Tazawa)
could elevate at times to
spread the strike zone. A

first-pitch breaking ball for
a base hit ends up scoring
one, and then after three
consecutive base hits, unfor-
tunately I’ve got to get him,
and it’s not the greatest
matchup for Brad against
Victor. But still, in the end,
the eighth inning was obvi-
ously the pivotal moment in
this.”

Consecutive singles by
Xander Bogaerts, Mookie
Betts and Hanley Ramirez
off Alex Wilson leading off
the top of the eighth broke a
1-1 tie and Justin Wilson
(3-4) wild-pitched Betts
home following a reverse-
force double play to give
Boston a 3-1 edge.

Francisco Rodriguez
earned his 34th save for
pitching a scoreless ninth,
although he walked the lead-
off batter and gave up a one-
out pinch single to David
Ortiz. Bogaerts grounded
out before Betts lined out to
second to end the game.

Boston starter Clay Buch-
holz allowed six hits in his
six innings, striking out

three with no walks.
Detroit’s Matt Boyd scat-

tered five hits over his six

innings, walking two and
fanning four.

Sandy Leon, serving as

the designated hitter with
Ortiz not in the starting line-
up, hit his seventh home run

of the season to lead off the
fourth inning against Boyd
and tie the score at 1.

A bizarre play in the sec-
ond led to Detroit’s first run.

J.D. Martinez singled
sharply to left off Buchholz
with one out and Casey Mc-
Gehee hit a full-count short
liner to right-center that
Jackie Bradley Jr. seemed to
catch before dropping it as
he dove and slid on the turf.

An out signal was given
by first base umpire Jerry
Layne and Martinez re-
touched second and safely
got back to first before the
confusion began. The Tigers
challenged the out call and it
was reversed upon review,
with Martinez awarded
third base and McGehee
planted back on first.

Jarrod Saltalamacchia hit
a sacrifice fly to center after
Red Sox third base coach
Brian Butterfield was eject-
ed with a 2-0 count for exces-
sive dugout chirping. It was
the sixth time in his career
that Butterfield has been
thrown out of a game.

The humidity has been both a
blessing and a curse.

“Humidity can lead to fungus,”
said Armell. “But the water in the
air from the humidity prevents the
course from drying out as much as
it could.”

Joe Perdue, the owner and
head pro at Hidden Meadows,
said they have been fairly busy
during the morning hours and
after 3:30 p.m.

Between noon and 3:30 p.m., the
hottest part the day, the course has
been a ghost town, he said.

“You could fire a cannon off
[and not hit anybody],” said Per-
due.

That is a common theme among
the golf pros.

“It has been pretty slow in the
afternoon when it has been really
hot,” agreed Michael Foster, the
general manager and superinten-
dent at JaTo Highlands Golf
Course in Lincoln. “But, other
than that, the good weather has
been great for business. We’ve had
only one rain day.

“We have a men’s league on
Tuesday evening, and we haven’t
had a rainout this year. The people
love it. We had five last year,” he
added.

He said that it has cost a little

more to irrigate the course, which
he said is in great shape, this sum-
mer.

Lenny Espling, the owner and
superintendent at the Barren View
Golf Course in Jonesboro, said he
is having the best year since he
took over five years ago.

In addition to the irrigation sys-
tem doing its job, he has benefited
from “fog just about every morn-
ing.”

The sun and the lack of rain
haven’t been the only issues chal-
lenging the golf pros.

“The sun is one thing, but the
sun and the wind together are a
nightmare,” said Jarvis. “That’s
drying the course out two ways.
One day of wind can have the same
impact as three or four days of
sun.”

Jarvis credited superintendent
John Kelley and his staff for keep-
ing the course in excellent shape.
He noted that their irrigation sys-
tem consists of over 600 sprinkler
heads.

Barry Madore, the pro at the
Presque Isle Country Club, said
they have actually had some

rain so their course has been
lush.

“Our weather has been really
good. We’ve had more rain than
they’ve had in Bangor or south of
Bangor,” said Madore. “We’ve had
the right amount of rain at the
right time. Everything is soft and
green.”

He said memberships are up
“5 to 6 percent” and the daily
turnout has been up about 10
percent.

Madore said Presque Isle Coun-
try Club’s big tournament, the
Spudland Open, had a record turn-
out of 228 last month.

Ben Allen, the assistant pro and
head teaching pro at the Old Marsh
Country Club in Wells, said they
have received 9½ inches less than
normal, but “we have had enough
rain to keep our course in magnifi-
cent shape.”

He said they do have one person
responsible for watering the
course and he has been “watering
it like crazy.”

Allen said the one concern is
they use ponds to irrigate the
course and the water levels in the
ponds are low.

Mike Bouchard, the assistant
pro at the Augusta Country Club
in Manchester, said they have had
a good summer.

“It has been pretty hot, but no-
body has complained,” said
Bouchard. “People are happy to
have the sun.”

Fight” internet reality series
features the UFC president and
part-time Levant resident with
two of his friends traveling
around the country sampling

local culture and checking out
local MMA promotions in search
of talent.

White has signed four fighters
to UFC contracts after the seven
previous editions of the show. No
release date has yet been an-
nounced for the Bangor episode,
which will be available on You-
Tube and UFC Fight Pass.

before the UNOH 200 Camping
World Truck Series race.

Theriault occasionally does
some practice spotting for his for-
mer BKR Truck Series teammate,
Tyler Reddick.

He said he is able to learn things
from observing in the spotter’s
stand.

Theriault said there is still a
chance another opportunity could
come up which would prevent him
from racing in the 250.

He had been surging in the K
and N Series with four straight
top-five finishes until he wound
up 20th among 21 cars in the
Bully Hill Vineyards 100 at Wat-
kins Glen International on Aug.
5.

“We had a wheel-bearing prob-
lem. It was disappointing. We were
coming off a real solid finish at

Iowa,” said Theriault, referring to
his third-place effort at the Casey’s
General Store 150 at Iowa Speed-
way.

Theriault has 383 points, 38 be-
hind second-place Kyle Benjamin
and 74 adrift of leader Justin
Haley, with three races remain-
ing.

“We’ve come a long way in the
points,” said Theriault, who has
six top-five and eight top-10 finish-
es in 11 races.

He is hoping to land a ride for
the Sept. 24 Camping World Truck
Series race at New Hampshire
Motor Speedway in Loudon, New
Hampshire.

That is an off weekend for the K
and N Series.

“Loudon is a big target on the
wall,” said Theriault. “I don’t have
anything yet. It is potentially
achievable. If it happens, it will be
because of regional support from
Maine and New England. I’m going
to try to put the puzzle pieces to-
gether.”
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Boston Red Sox manager John Farrell (left) takes the ball to relieve relief pitcher Junichi
Tazawa in the eighth inning of Thursday’s game against Detroit at Comerica Park. The
Tigers won 4-3.

“We’ve had the right
amount of rain at the
right time. Everything
is soft and green.”
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