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Collins (77-for-143, 908
yards, 9 TDs, 2 intercep-
tions) is
coming off a
shoulder in-
jury and sur-
gery that
cost him the
final five
games of
2014. Belcher
(77-152, 704
yards, 3 TDs,
3 INTs) also ran for 312 yards
and two scores and is gain-
ing confi-
dence with
his knowl-
edge of the
scheme.

The line is
anchored by
All-CAA first-
team center
Bruce John-
son, a senior
third-year starter. He is
flanked by sophomore guard

Daniel Burrows and senior
guard Ben Wezel, while sopho-
mores Jamil Demby and Isa-
iah Brooks are the tackles.

Senior guard Dan Carrik-
er is sidelined by an undis-
closed injury, leaving
UMaine lacking in depth.

Sophomore tailback Nigel
Beckford, the top rusher
last season with 471 yards
and five
TDs, will be
the main
man run-
ning the
ball.

With se-
niors Nigel
Jones (con-
c u s s i o n s )
and Isaiah
Jones (knee) done for the
season and Jerickson Fed-
rick having left school,
Beckford’s backups are
Goncalves, who will play
two ways, and senior Darius
Benders.

UMaine has some mus-
cle at H-back in junior
Sean Reuss and at tight end
with junior Jeremy Salmon

(13 rec., 288 yards, 1 TD).
Junior tight end Max An-
drews of Holden is working
his way back from a pre-
season injury.

In the receiving corps, the
Bears must replace produc-
tive graduates Damarr Ault-
man, who is in camp with
the Miami
D o l p h i n s ,
and Art Wil-
liams, who
c o m b i n e d
for 64 catch-
es, 672 yards
and five
scores in
2014.

J u n i o r
Jordan Dunn (33 rec., 282
yads, 3 TDs) is the leading re-
turnee, but is coming off an
injury. Other targets include
sophomore Jared Osumah
(13-128), redshirt freshman
Micah Wright, soph Jaleel
Reed and seniors John Hardy
of Portland (the holder on
kicks) and Justin Flores.

Last year, the Black Bears
were held to 12 points or less
six timesandscoredmore than

20 on only three occasions.
“There’s a lot of growth

that took place on the offen-
sive side of the ball last year
that we expect to continue
this year,” Cosgrove said.

UMaine is counting on se-
nior kicker Sean Decloux to
step up his
game after
converting
10 of 12 field
goals and 16
of 20 PATs a
year ago. He
also will be
the punter.

The de-
fense has sig-
nificant experience, spear-
headed by leading tacklers
Mulumba Tshimanga (95 tack-
les) and Goncalves (74 tackles,
3 INTs) at linebacker. Senior
Randy Samuels (38 tackles, 2
INTs) also returns at a deep
position that includes sopho-
mores Zach Hume (46 tackles,
5.5 sacks), Austin Brown (23
tackles) and Ben Davis (16
tackles) and senior John Mc-
Cabe of Winslow.

“There’s a good crew of

linebackers. That’s proba-
bly the deepest group that
we have,” Cosgrove said.

UMaine was among the
best defenses in the country
in 2014, ranking eighth in
pass efficiency defense, 13th
in passing yards allowed
(172.2 ypg), 15th in total de-
fense (316.7 ypg) and 34th
against the run (144.5 ypg).

The line is anchored by
Bates (60 tackles, 5.5 sacks, 3
INTs) and
senior Mike
Kozlakows-
ki, who
missed most
of the last
two seasons
with arm in-
juries. Ri-
card (46
tackles, 4.5
sacks) is a handful playing
alongside tackle Darius
Greene (33 tackles).

Depth on the line will
come from untested under-
classmen.

Senior cornerback Sher-
rod Baltimore (27 tackles) is
the leader of a youthful sec-

ondary that lost mainstays
Khari Al-Mateen, Axel Ofori
and Patrick Pascal to gradu-
ation. Sophomores Najee
Goode (19
t a c k l e s ) ,
Tayvon Hall
and A.J.
Dawson (27
tackles) all
will see ac-
tion at cor-
ner.

S o p h o -
more Jason
Matovu and redshirt fresh-
man Sinmisola Demuren
are vying for the starting
free safety spot, while soph-
omore Darius Hart (14 tack-
les) and redshirt freshman
Mozai Nelson are the strong
safeties.

“We have a lot of sopho-
mores and freshmen that
need to step up and play the
game on Saturday the way
they play on the practice
field,” said Cosgrove, who is
optimistic about the season.

“We’re excited about the
group, where they are and what
they could become,” he said.
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then you play the following
Sunday,” Belichick said, ac-
knowledging that only Pitts-
burgh can really empathize.
“It’s the same for both
teams, but it’s different than
30 of the other teams in the
league. (I’m) glad we’re play-
ing that game. There’s a
good reason for us playing
it, so that’s good, but it defi-
nitely complicates things on
a number of levels. It’s the
way it is.”

Another thing that adds
to the challenges of making
cuts under a little extra
pressure and time crunch is
when players actually make
the decision difficult to
make. In discussing the
tough decisions ahead with
young players maximizing
their opportunities to prove
themselves this summer,
Belichick harkened back to
Patriots legend Troy
Brown’s ascension up the
depth chart back in the day.

“It’s definitely made it
hard. We’ve had a lot of guys
do that. I think Troy Brown
made a comment a couple

weeks ago when he said, ‘I
knew that when I came into
the league, I knew it was a
longshot for me to make a
team and I was probably
going to get cut and all that,
but I felt like my job every
day was to make it as hard
as possible for coach (Bill)
Parcells to make that deci-
sion. I wanted to make his
job tough for him to cut
me,’” Belichick relayed.
“And I’d say there have been
a number of guys that have
done that this year in pre-
season. They’ve taken that
phrase that Troy used, and
really they’ve done that.
They’ve forced us to make
some hard decisions be-
cause of how competitively
they’ve played.”

Tough decisions to be
made under hectic times.
It’s not easy, but it’s the
world Belichick lives in,
succeeds in and loves. Even
if it isn’t always easy with
the season opener just
around the corner.

Develin suffers broken leg
Fullback James Develin

suffered a broken right leg
(tibia) in New England’s pre-
season victory in Carolina.
The hard working, highly

respected third-year veteran
played in all 16 games in
each of the last two seasons
for the Patriots as a key spe-
cial teams contributor and
occasional offensive batter-
ing ram.

Many Pa-
triots have
e x p r e s s e d
much sor-
row over the
injury to a
guy de-
scribed as
the best
t e a m m a t e
ever or who enjoys his job as
much as any player they’ve
ever seen.

“He’s definitely going to
be missed,” tight end Rob
Gronkowski said. “He was
our thumper. He was a guy
that set the tone on our of-
fense and made the big hits
and cleared the holes out for
the running back. He’s a
great guy, hard worker, and
I’m sure he’ll be back in no
time because he loves the
game and always works
hard. We’ve just got to come
together as a team and just
fill the holes that are miss-
ing that aren’t quite there
yet when people go down
and just go out there and

work hard at practice to get
prepared for games.”

Gronkowski unlikely to play
preseason finale

Gronkowski has not
played in any of the three
Patriots preseason games
this summer, despite the
fact that the All-Pro is fully
healthy and has not missed
any practice time this sum-
mer. In all likelihood the
first time he takes the field
since last February’s Super
Bowl will be on Thursday
night Sept. 10 in the opener
against the Steelers.

Gronkowski seems com-
fortable with the work he’s
done on the practice field
and in the background to get
him ready for that debut.

“You have to be up on
your playbook. During meet-
ings, you have to know what
you’ve got to know when
you get on the field,”
Gronkowski said. “You have
to be in the weight room.
When you have some time
off, keep your muscles
strong, work yourself hard,
push your body to the limit
during camp. Practice hard-
er than the games. Go out
there, do a little extra condi-
tioning.”
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The International Olym-
pic Committee will elect a
winning bid in 2017.

Mayor Eric Garcetti is
solidly behind the campaign
to host the
2024 Olym-
pics, as is
most of the
city’s busi-
ness estab-
l i s h m e n t ,
though some
c o u n c i l
m e m b e r s
raised con-
cerns that Los Angeles could
be on the hook for costs that
exceed revenues.

Los Angeles had found it-
self as the most talked-about
U.S. candidate city for the
2024 Summer Olympics after
officials in Boston took that
city out of contention.

Boston’s mayor said he
did not want to expose mu-
nicipal taxpayers to the po-
tential tab for mammoth
cost overruns the games
have left other host cities.

The resolution adopted on
a 15-0 vote by Los Angeles

City Council provides a ca-
veat for the city to bow out if
it fails to reach a suitable
agreement with Olympic of-
ficials on financial terms of
a hosting deal.

Los Angeles represents a
possibly thrifty choice, in
large part because officials
say most prospective event
venues for the games al-
ready exist, including Me-
morial Coliseum, which
will be 101 years old in 2024.

The group LA24, a formed
to pursue an Olympic bid,
has put the total estimated
costs of hosting the Summer
Games at $5.8 billion and
has committed to generat-
ing $4.1 billion of the total.
The rest would left for pri-
vate sources to raise, includ-
ing an estimated $925 mil-
lion to build a new Olympic
Village to house the athletes.

Councilman Felipe Fuen-
tes said his continued sup-
port hinged on municipal
officials maintaining a say
over expenditures.
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