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Kraft: Deflategate ‘most overblown story’
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

New England Patriots owner
Robert Kraft, addressing a charity
function Tuesday night at Gillette
Stadium, called Deflategate the
“most overblown story in recent
NFL history.”

The 74-year-old Kraft mentioned
the scandal at Patriots Premiere,
the team foundation’s annual gala
in Foxborough, Mass.

“I spoke on behalf of the team
and addressed the organization’s
position regarding, in my opinion,
the most overblown story in re-
cent NFL history,” Kraft said.

Quarterback Tom Brady, at the
center of the saga, also was in at-
tendance and spoke publicly for
just the second time since the de-
flated-football controversy arose.

Brady referenced Deflategate,

joking, “Yeah, it’s been such an
enjoyable offseason.”

After leading the Patriots to the
Super Bowl championship in Febru-
ary, Brady spoke May 7 at a Salem
(Mass.) State College, his only com-
ments prior to Tuesday night.

Brady lauded his co-workers
Tuesday, saying, “The commitment
the players make, and the commit-
ment the coaches make to try to es-
tablish such a high level of play year
in and year out is something I’ve re-
ally learned from being here. I try to
pass those things on to the next gen-
eration of great Patriot players, and
sometimes they don’t listen very
well, but you just keep saying it —
just like I tell my kids — and you
have to repeat it over and over and
over again and hopefully maybe it
sinks in.”

Brady is awaiting word from U.S.

District Court Judge Richard M.
Berman in New York federal court
on the appeal of his four-game sus-
pension by NFL commissioner
Roger Goodell. The NFL ruled that
Brady conspired with tampering the
footballs used in New England’s
AFC Championship Game win over
the Indianapolis Colts in January.

On Monday, Berman said “the
court anticipates issuing its Deci-
sion and Order by the end of the
week.”

Brady is expected to appeal any
suspension through a court injunc-
tion through the second circuit.
Brady could argue he would suffer
irreparable harm by missing several
games.

Goodell said in his decision to up-
hold the four-game suspension after
hearing Brady’s appeal on June 23
that Brady intentionally destroyed a

cell phone on or shortly after being
asked for access to the device by
NFL investigator Ted Wells. Goodell
upheld the suspension on July 29,
prompting Brady and the NFLPA to
file suit in federal court.

Kraft did not appeal the Patriots’
$1 million fine and the loss of a first-
round draft pick next year and a
fourth-rounder in 2017 as part of the
Deflategate penalties.

Berman had pushed for a settle-
ment in the dispute between Goodell
and Brady, saying it would be “ratio-
nal and logical.”

The NFLPA and Brady had asked
the judge to void the suspension. At
a court hearing last month, Berman
told the NFL there was precedent for
judges to toss out penalties issued by
arbitrators.

With the ruling by Goodell, Brady
is slated to miss the Patriots’ first

four regular-season games: the Sept.
10 home opener against the Pitts-
burgh Steelers, Sept. 20 at the Buffa-
lo Bills and Sept. 27 at home against
the Jacksonville Jaguars. After a
Week 4 bye, the Patriots visit the
Dallas Cowboys on Oct 11. Second-
year quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo
would start in place of Brady.

Brady would be eligible to return
in Week 6 at Indianapolis in a Sun-
day night game against the team
that helped pave the way for the in-
vestigation.

After routing the Colts 45-7 to ad-
vance to the Super Bowl, the Patri-
ots beat the Seattle Seahawks 28-24
to win their fourth title.

Patriots coach Bill Belichick also
talked at the charity gala Tuesday
night but in his usual coach-speak.

“There’s room for improvement,”
Belichick said. “For all of us.”
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Alex Bertrand of Maine Central Institute in Pittsfield (2) runs against Oak Hill during the
2014 state title game in Portland. The senior hopes to spark the Huskies to another Class
D North crown.
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and an emerging line. On
defense, Brewer features the
linebacking tandem of
Wood, Severance, Danny
Davis and Tyler Friel.

“We’ve got three seniors
and a junior [Wood] there
who have started for the last
two or three years, and
they’ve committed to being
a great group of lineback-
ers,” said Arthers after the
preseason win at Bangor.
“Defensively we’re very
happy with where we’re at.”

Brunswick and Cony of
Augusta have star power
of their own at running
back and linebacker,
Brunswick with Will
Bessey and Cony with Reid
Shostak, while Seth Pow-
ers of Lawrence of Fair-
field, Nate Pratt-Holt of
Mt. Blue in Farmington
and Jack Bernatchez of
Messalonskee of Oakland
are other top playmakers.

Nokomis of Newport has
gained momentum under
the guidance of third-year
head coach Matt O’Connell,
but the big test comes now
as the Warriors move up
from Class C and become
playoff-eligible.

Hampden Academy has a
new coach in Scott Flagg,
who will seek to create open
space for several top ath-
letes who have experienced
that winning feeling on the
school’s boys basketball jug-
gernaut in Conar Moore,
Jake Black, Billy Campbell
and Brendan McIntyre.

Class A North: Bangor
has reached the Eastern A

semifinals in both years
since the Maine Principals’
Association reverted to a
four-class football system.

The Rams boast a new
head coach in longtime as-
sistant Al Mosca but a fairly
veteran cast of players, par-
ticularly at the skill posi-
tions where senior Dane
Johnson, who rushed for
1,257 yards and 18 touch-
downs during the 2014 regu-
lar season, returns as one of
the state’s top running
backs.

Classmate Jeff Lewis is a
second-year starter at quar-
terback, while running back
Ben Crichton, wingback
Ethan Dorman and wide re-
ceiver Tanner Goodine also
return to an offense that
may become more diversi-
fied to keep defenses from
keying on Johnson.

First-team all-conference
tackle Josh Clement and fel-
low seniors Zac LeClair and
Cam Cota anchor the Rams’
line play.

Bangor opens at home
against an improved Ed-
ward Little of Auburn club,
then it faces its first road
test in Week 2 at Windham,
the reigning regional cham-
pion.

Windham is favored to
top the Class A North stand-
ings thanks to a roster load-
ed at the skill positions with
senior halfback Dylan Koza,
senior wide receiver Eric
Webb, junior quarterback
Desmond Leslie and junior
running back Kyle Houser.

Cheverus of Portland,
which has lost just one regu-
lar-season game in the last
five years, and Portland are
other top regional challeng-
ers.

sophomore Chase Carmi-
chael steps in at quarter-
back for the Golden Bucks.

Orono is motivated after
just missing a playoff berth
a year ago and boasts a tal-
ented junior class led by
quarterback-safety Jackson
Coutts and fullback-line-
backer Keenan Collett.

Mattanawcook Academy
of Lincoln returns several
key skill-position players
from last year’s LTC semifi-
nalists in junior quarter-
back Carter Ward, senior
halfback Scott Jipson and
senior wideout Gunner
Maxwell. Mattanawcook
Academy’s success may de-
pend on how quickly it re-
establishes itself along the
offensive and defensive
lines under new head coach
Pat House.

Mount View of Thorndike
also is optimistic this season
under veteran coach Haggie
Pratt, while Houlton seeks
to build on the momentum
of its first varsity season in

the LTC and Washington
Academy of East Machias
aspires for similar improve-
ment.

Stearns of Millinocket, 5-3
a year ago, will attempt to
regroup with limited num-

bers under new head coach
Steve Waceken, previously a
longtime junior high coach
in the area.

Dexter also has new lead-
ership in co-coaches Brian
Salsbury and Andrew Sho-

rey, while Medomak Valley
of Thomaston joins the var-
sity ranks with a fairly vet-
eran roster that gained expe-
rience while playing an LTC
exhibition schedule last
year.
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Under the new rule, the
clock will be stopped in a
game with a point differen-
tial of 35 or more in the sec-
ond half only under the fol-
lowing circumstances: a
charged timeout, injury,
penalty and after scores.

If the clock is stopped, it

will be started on a ready-
for-play signal or when a
free kick is first touched
after the kick.

If the point differential
subsequently dips below 35
points, the game will revert
to standard timing rules.

The rule change was
made in part to help reduce
the degree of lopsided games
and as a safety measure for
players on teams with small
rosters.

Most of the subvarsity

players who would see the
bulk of the varsity playing
time during the second half
of a lopsided game already
have a junior varsity or
freshman football game to
play during the week. As
an additional safety pre-
caution, the Maine Princi-
pals’ Association now rec-
ommends that athletes not
participate in any more
than six quarters of foot-
ball each week at any level
of play.

‘D’ final coming north
Under the third year of

the annual rotation by
which one game among the
Class B, C and D state finals
are held at the University of
Maine, the 2015 Class D state
championship will be played
on the Orono campus on Fri-
day night, Nov. 20.

That will be followed the
next day, Nov. 21, by the
state finals in Classes A, B
and C at Fitzpatrick Stadi-
um in Portland.

Betances struck third
baseman Pablo Sandoval
out looking and got short-
stop Xander Bogaerts to
ground end the inning.
Rookie right-hander Caleb
Cotham gave up back-to-
back doubles to start the
ninth, and closer Andrew
Miller had to finish it off.

NOTES: Yankees manag-
er Joe Girardi, who has said
he would consider using DH
Alex Rodriguez at first base
against left-handed pitchers,
said Wednesday, “I just don’t
think Alex is ready to do it.”
… Red Sox interim manager
Torey Lovullo began the plan
to rotate his three outfielders
for the remainder of the sea-

son, switching RF Rusney
Castillo to left and Jackie
Bradley Jr. from right to left,
with Mookie Betts staying in
center. … Yankee LHP CC
Sabathia, out with a knee in-
jury, threw a bullpen session
Wednesday and could be
close to facing hitters. … Bos-
ton RHP Clay Buchholz, ap-
parently out for the season
with an elbow problem,
made 25 throws at 75 feet.
Lovullo said Buchholz might
pitch an inning or so late in
the final month. … Rookie
RHP Luis Severino opens the
Yankees’ three-game series
when he faces the Tampa
Bay Rays on Friday night. …
Red Sox RHP Joe Kelly goes
for his seventh straight win
in Friday’s opener of a
three-game interleague
home set with the Philadel-
phia Phillies.
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BostonmovingHanley Ramirez to first base
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

BOSTON — Hanley
Ramirez’s days as an out-
fielder are over.

If Ramirez plays again
this season — and at this
point, that is far from a
given — it would be at his
adopted first base, Red Sox
interim manager Torey
Lovullo announced Tuesday
before a 3-1 loss to the Yan-
kees at Fenway Park.

“With how the young kids
have been doing in the out-
field, I think we want to give
them the time there that they
deserve,” Lovullo said, refer-
ring to Mookie Betts, Jackie
Bradley Jr., and Rusney Cas-
tillo. “I think the timing of

Hanley’s (right shoulder) in-
jury, it’s pushing him back a
little bit. It’s just condensing
that ability to go out and play
left field until he transitions
to first base. Had it been day-
to-day, he probably would
have had a few moments in
left field still.

“I think we’re looking a lit-
tle bit forward today knowing
that, maybe in a week, he
might come back and could be
ready to play first base. I think
a lot of this is contingent on
his health and the timing of it
is built off of his health.”

Ramirez missed his fifth
consecutive game because of
weakness in his throwing
shoulder that he admitted
Monday has bothered him for

more than a month. He also
has continued to experience
swelling in his left hand since
a freak play June 24 in which
he was hit by a line drive
while running the bases.

Lovullo said he’s “hopeful”
that Ramirez is able to play
again before season’s end but
also made no guarantees. Al-
though Ramirez continued
his work with infield coach
Brian Butterfield by taking
grounders at first base on
Sunday and Monday, he
hasn’t swung a bat since last
Wednesday night’s game in
Chicago.

Ramirez was a defensive
disaster in his first season
as a left fielder after
spending the majority of

his career as a shortstop.
The Red Sox signed the

31-year-old slugger to a four-
year, $88 million contract last
November because they be-
lieved he was athletic enough
to handle the transition to left
field. It turned out to be one of
former general manager Ben
Cherington’s biggest miscal-
culations, with Ramirez rank-
ing as the majors’ worst de-
fender at any position, accord-
ing to Fangraphs.

Ramirez began working
out at first base last week
after a conversation with his
agent, Adam Katz, and a sub-
sequent meeting with Lovul-
lo, manager John Farrell and
new president of baseball op-
erations Dave Dombrowski.


