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who will play Poland’s Ag-
nieszka Radwanska or Croa-
tia’s Ana Konjuh in the
quarters, who would need to
complete a Williams double
to reach her first Grand
Slam final.

Serena, looking to contin-
ue her drive for a record
seventh U.S. Open title,
booked her spot in the last
eight with a ruthless 6-2, 6-3
win over Kazakhstan’s
Yaroslava Shvedova to set
up a meeting with Roma-
nian fifth seed Simona
Halep.

The match between Plis-
kova and Venus Williams
got off to a tepid start but by
the time the two players had
reached the third set both
had found their rhythm, el-
evating the contest into an
engrossing battle of the
highest quality.

With Pliskova serving to
stay in the match at 4-5, Wil-
liams had the first chance to
close out the contest but
could not convert as the
Czech fought back to extend
the contest.

If there were any ques-
tions about how fiercely the
competitive fires burn with-
in Williams after 18 U.S.
Opens, she answered them

all in the 11th game.
With Pliskova up 6-5, 40-0

a fearless Williams fought
off three match points to
force a tie-break.

“Just to keep fighting and
never to give up,” said Wil-
liams. “That was definitely
my mindset at that point.
Just try to keep winning
points.”

In the tie-break, Williams
did not so much run out of
gas as ideas against Plis-
kova, who came into the
year’s final Grand Slam off
the biggest victory of her
career in Cincinnati, where
she upset Germany’s An-
gelique Kerber in the final.

Even so, Pliskova would
still need two more match
points, Williams saving the
first with the help of a chal-
lenge before she had no an-
swer on the next.

Serena Williams, the
world number one, needed
just 68 minutes on Arthur
Ashe Stadium court to over-
whelm the 52nd-ranked
Shvedova and move past
Roger Federer to the top of
the all-time grand slam vic-
tories list.

“Oh wow, it is really ex-
citing, this is where it all
started so it is always so
magical out here for me but
308 sounds pretty good,”
Williams said about her
landmark win, after moving
a step closer to a record sev-
enth U.S. Open title.

It has been another domi-
nating run into the last eight
for the 34-year-old Ameri-
can, who has yet to be bro-
ken and has faced just one
break point in four matches
while never spending more
than 68 minutes on court.

Next up for Williams is
fifth seed Romanian Simona
Halep, who brushed past
11th-seeded Spaniard Carla
Suarez Navarro 6-2 7-5.

Halep, 24, was broken

serving for the match at 5-4
but she broke right back,
and after falling behind 0-30
in the 12th game swept the
last four points in a row to
end it.

Halep, who reached the
semifinals at Flushing
Meadows last year, edged
ahead in her rivalry with
Suarez Navarro, now lead-
ing their head-to-head series
6-5.

“I’m really happy I could

win this match. It’s really
tough to beat her. I just gave
everything I had,” Halep
said in an on-court inter-
view.

The in-form Halep, a
three-times winner this year
who owns a 23-3 record dat-
ing back to start of French
Open.

“The next round will be a
very tough one, so I want to
enjoy this victory today,”
said Halep.

Halep, winner at Ma-
drid, Bucharest and Mon-
treal to raise her career
total to 14, said she is play-
ing better than ever and
learning to control her
temper, despite tossing
her racket in frustration
during the match against
Suarez Navarro.

In men’s action, double
grand slam winner Stan
Wawrinka set up a marquee
quarterfinal showdown
with 2009 champion Juan
Martin del Potro with a 6-4,
6-1, 6-7(5), 6-3 victory over
Illya Marchenko of Ukraine.

Third seed Wawrinka,
winner of the 2014 Austra-
lian Open and 2015 French
Open, overpowered the 63rd-
ranked Marchenko, who
reached the fourth round
when 14th-seeded Nick Kyr-
gios retired with a hip inju-
ry while trailing two sets to
one.

Marchenko was treated
twice during Monday’s
match for his right knee,
which was taped between
the second and third sets
and massaged during the
third-set changeover at 2-1,
but he battled on to force a
fourth set.

The victory by the hard-
hitting Swiss set up a clash
with big-serving del Potro,
who won 6-3 3-2 when eighth
seed Dominic Thiem of Aus-
tria retired with a knee in-
jury.
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Sandy Leon bounced away
from Padres catcher Derek
Norris. But home plate um-
pire Tony Randazzo ruled
the pitch hit Leon on the foot
on the swing and sent Hill
back to third.

Hand then struck out Xan-
der Bogaerts to end the threat.

Brandon Mauer picked up
his eighth save of the season
for the Padres.

Pomeranz, who was 8-7
with a 2.47 ERA in 17 starts for
the Padres and was a member
of the National League All-
Star team, fell to 2-4 with the
Red Sox. Jackson is 4-5 this
season and 4-4 with the Pa-
dres.

Rosales, who got a start at
second for slumping Ryan
Schimpf with Pomeranz start-
ing, broke up a scoreless tie
with a two-run, two-out homer
in the fourth.

Pomeranz retired the first
two hitters he faced in the
fourth when Alex Dickerson
grounded a single past Pe-
droia at second base.

Rosales then hit a high fly
to left that landed in the seats
just beyond the leaping reach
of Red Sox left fielder Brock
Holt at the wall. The home run

was the ninth of the season by
Rosales.

A leaping catch by Pedroia
kept the Padres off the board
in the third.

With one out, left-handed-
hitting Travis Jankowski
dragged his second bunt sin-
gle off Pomeranz — making
the Padres center fielder the
only player in the major
leagues with two bunt singles
in back-to-back games this
season.

Jankowski stole second
with two outs when Wil Myers
rocketed a line drive toward
right center that Pedroia
caught at the top of his leap.

Jackson faced three hitters
above the minimum for the
first six innings as the Red Sox
stretched their scoreless in-
nings streak to 15 innings. He
also had 10 strikeouts for the
ninth time in his career and
the first time since May 17,
2014.

But Jackson walked Mook-
ie Betts to open the seventh
ahead of Hanley Ramirez’s
ground single to left past the
dive of Padres shortstop Luis
Sardinas.

Jackson, however, got
Jackie Bradley Jr. to bounce
into a double play before strik-
ing out prized rookie Yoan
Moncada for the third time to
stretch Boston’s scoreless in-
nings streak to 16.
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ment. Over the past two
years, a series of police kill-
ings of African-Americans
in cities across the country
have triggered protests and
given rise to the Black Lives
Matter movement.

Despite the controversy,
Obama said he would rather
have engaged young people
“trying to think through how
they can be part of our demo-
cratic process than people
who are just sitting on the
sidelines and not paying at-
tention at all”.

Obama, speaking at a news
conference, said he had not
been following the controver-
sy closely, but added, “If noth-
ing else what he’s done is he’s
generated more conversation
around some topics that need
to be talked about.”

“Sometimes it’s messy, but
it’s thewaydemocracyworks.”

In a gesture of solidarity
with Kaepernick, Rapinoe
knelt during the national an-
them at a match on Sunday
played by her professional
team, the Seattle Reign, tell-
ing American Soccer Now
that she was disgusted by the
way Kaepernick has been
treated in the media.

“Being a gay American, I
know what it means to look at
the flag and not have it protect

allofyourliberties,”sheadded.
Although some American

football fans have demanded
that the National Football
League punish Kaepernick,
the NFL has issued a state-
ment saying it encourages
players to stand during the
anthem but does not require
them to do so. The 49ers have
framed the issue in terms of
all Americans’ right of free
expression.

The reaction on Twitter to
Obama’s comments was gen-
erally derisive, with many
users questioning the presi-
dent’s patriotism.

“Just listen to his tone. I’ve
never seen a more non-Amer-
ican POTUS in my lifetime,”
wrote Twitter user Wayne Al-
lison, using the acronym of
Presidentof theUnitedStates.

Meanwhile, Kaepernick’s
jersey have jumped to No. 3 in
the NFL since he began his
national-anthem protest, ac-
cording to NFL.com.

The only NFL players with
hotter-selling jerseys are Dal-
las rookie Ezekiel Elliott and
New York Giants wide receiv-
er Odell Beckham Jr.

According to the 49ers web-
site, Kaepernick’s jersey is
the top seller on the team. It
was the sixth-best seller be-
fore the protest.

More Kaepernick gear has
been sold in the past week
than the previous eight
months combined, ESPN re-
ported.
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Life goes on.
“I would love to be compet-

ing with my guys,” he said.
“We are obviously out of the
Chase and all that stuff, but
I’m not really concerned about
that. I just enjoyed what I was
doing, enjoyed my job and
have a great group of guys that
believe in me as a driver. It’s a
difficult decision.”

It’s rare for anybody to up-
stage Earnhardt. But Dr.
Micky Collins of the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh Medical Cen-
ter’s head injury unit took
center stage. Collins, a native
of Hermon, Maine, who is
working with Dr. Jerry Petty,
Earnhardt neurosurgeon,
vouched for Earnhardt’s fu-
ture as a driver.

Collins said he expects him
to come back to racing with-
out the risk of repeating the
same relatively light force in-
jury that took Earnhardt out
of the car. His accident at the
Michigan International
Speedway in June would not
normally cause extensive con-
cussion-type problems, but
have now resulted in him
missing half of the season.

“We’ve advanced things to
the point where we really do
know how to rehab these sys-
tems well,” said Collins. “And
there are a lot of treatments
that Dale is going through.
He’s going through vision
therapy; he’s going through
exercise therapy.

“There’s a lot of different
therapies we’re doing to build
those systems. And, hopefully
we can get to a point where we
see that he can withstand the
normal forces of a race car
driver. If he had a significant
force, that can cause an injury
as it would anyone. But that’s
what we’re trying to get to is
that level.”

Collins also vouched for
why a decision was taken to
skip the remainder of the sea-
son. Earnhardt’s focus on get-
ting back into the car was
producing too much anxiety,
he said, which became coun-
ter-productive to the rehabili-
tation.

“I feel very strongly the
right decision was made to
take Dale out of racing, so we
can focus on getting him bet-
ter and reduce the stress that
is associated with that,” he
said. “Stress and concussion
don’t get along well and we see
stress can really exacerbate
and worsen things. I don’t
think its coincidence that
since we made that decision
we are starting to see a lot of
progress here that I’m excited
about.”

The specter of this plan not
working out — yet another
injury from light force or pos-
sibly an even longer rehabili-
tation process — looms de-
spite the optimism and estab-
lished expertise of Dr. Collins.

In this light, the most mem-
orable of the throwback mem-
ories at Darlington this week-
end might have been the last
lap of the spring race at the
storied old track in 2003.
That’s when Ricky Craven,
previously considered a fallen
warrior due to a career-threat-
ening concussion, banged and
slammed his way to a photo
finish victory against Kurt
Busch, their two cars joined at
the front and rear quarterpan-
els.

Craven, a Newburgh,
Maine, native, is exhibit one
for those looking to see Earn-
hardt, Jr. not only back be-
hind the wheel, but also in
victory lane. He’s an example
of a driver who went to the
sidelines for a long period and
then came back.

Currently a commentator
for ESPN, Craven sat out 13
races in the 1998 season due to
concussion symptoms and
came back to win the pole at
his home track at New Hamp-
shire Motor Speedway for
team owner Rick Hendrick.

He missed an additional 11
races that same season and
did not return to victory lane
until three years later during
the 2001 season while driving
for Cal Wells. The slam-bang
finish at Darlington was his
second post-concussion suc-
cess story.

Even though the Craven
story might provide suste-
nance, for now NASCAR Na-

tion and Earnhardt Nation
have to rely on the expertise
of Collins when it comes to
the future of the Sprint
Cup’s Most Popular Driver.
There’s no doubt the driver
himself is doing all the right
things, including not being
too self-conscious about
“needing a little more side-
walk” when it comes to just
plain walking sometimes.

The driver knows he’s got a
lot of people in the grand-
stands and garage in his cor-
ner, especially his teammates,
car owner Rick Hendrick and
former teammate Jeff Gordon.
Who else could get four-time
champion Gordon to come out
of retirement as a substitute?

Although independent
and cynical as usual, the
Sprint Cup’s sometimes
hard-bitten media corps has
yet to find any scandal or try
to create one. Still there’s the
lingering question of what
would the Sprint Cup be like

without a competitive Earn-
hardt regularly behind the
wheel?

It hasn’t happened in 37 sea-
sons and is not a comfortable
prospect for the long haul. The
sport continues to lose TV rat-
ings in a manner that is trou-
blesome and ticket sales con-
tinue to lag badly in some
areas such as the preceding
Michigan race.

Yet, there was Earnhardt
being his usual talkative,
sometimes soul-searching
self at the track on race day.
As he noted himself, it was
“weird” for him to not be get-
ting into a race car. But like
Richard Petty’s ongoing 80th
birthday celebration and the
throwback schemes, Earn-
hardt, Jr.’s sheer presence
was a reminder that the
world of stock car racing
keeps turning. Perhaps the
most interesting aspect of the
weekend were grandstands
full to the gills.
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said, it’s a question of when
you have depth who you
want on the 53-man roster
but where else you can carry
it or want to try and carry it.

“There are a lot of players,
as I said, that we released or
aren’t on our roster right
now that do things well, have
value, would help us, but we
have to select the ones that

(fit best) to be in compliance
with the roster limits and to
go forward with at this time.
I’m sure they’ll be a lot of
player movement in the first
month of the season like
there always is on our team
and most every other team in
the league. We’ll see how all
of that goes.”

Among the other cuts, the
team parted with two draft
picks: sixth-rounder Kamu
Grugier-Hill (linebacker)
and seventh-rounder Devin
Lucien (wide receiver).

Patriots
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GEOFF BURKE | USA TODAY

Venus Williams of the United States reacts after missing a shot against Karolina Pliskova
of the Czech Republic (not pictured) on Monday at the 2016 U.S. Open at USTA Billie
Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. Pliskova won 4-6, 6-4, 7-6(3).


