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complete just 3-of-8 passes
for 21 yards when targeting
Butler, who had a team-
best three pass breakups.

Drew Brees never looked
in Butler’s direction in the
preseason opener, and Jay
Cutler was 1-of-3 for 6 yards
when throwing his way.
Cam Newton was slightly
more successful by com-
pleting 2-of-3 passes for 15
yards, while Giants backup
quarterback Ryan Nassib
was 0-of-2 while trying to
test Butler against receiv-
ers Victor Cruz and Ster-
ling Shepard.

However brief or limit-
ed, Butler’s performances
were particularly sharp
against a Hall of Fame-type
like Brees and the reigning
MVP in Newton.

“Most definitely, I tried
to take advantage of the
opportunity in those pre-
season games, treated
them as a real game even
though they don’t count,”
Butler said. “You still
want to get quality reps
and just play hard so you
can find your mistakes
and know what you need
to work on. I think I’m pro-
gressing as a player and
trying to get better each
and every day.”

Butler remained rela-
tively anonymous as a
rookie in 2014 before tak-
ing advantage of a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity in
Super Bowl XLIX. Se-
ahawks wide receiver
Chris Matthews, who en-
tered the game without a
single career reception,
caught four passes for 109
yards and a touchdown to
yield a surprising bench-
ing for cornerback Kyle Ar-

rington. Butler was pro-
moted in the second half
and jumped Ricardo Lock-
ette’s route to steal Russell
Wilson’s pass, clinch a vic-
tory and vault himself into
superstar status.

Still, it was important
for Butler to become known
for more than one heist,
and his Pro Bowl status is
the equivalent of landing
on a most-wanted list. But-
ler drew assignments
against some of the league’s
best receivers while replac-
ing Darrelle Revis in 2015,
and though his first start
against Steelers wide re-
ceiver extraordinaire An-
tonio Brown was hum-
bling, Butler rebounded
nicely.

In 18 regular-season and
playoff games, quarter-
backs completed 63-of-114
passes (55.3 percent) for 940
yards, seven touchdowns
and two interceptions

when targeting Butler, who
had 17 pass breakups. The
numbers indicated the
room for growth, but the
challenge of the assign-
ments drew the attention of
Butler’s peers, who obvi-
ously liked him enough to
elect him to the Pro Bowl.
Butler ultimately couldn’t
play due to a minor knee
injury that he suffered in
the AFC Championship
Game.

And again, Butler looks
to have improved. He’ll
have a significant test
against the Cardinals,
whether he lands the as-
signment of John Brown,
Larry Fitzgerald or Mi-
chael Floyd, so his prog-
ress will be measured
quickly. The Patriots’ cov-
erage assignments are
never a sure thing on a
weekly basis, but opposing
No. 1’s such as Jarvis
Landry, DeAndre Hopkins,

Sammy Watkins, Josh
Gordon, A.J. Green and
Brown will watch Butler
closely. They’ll all face the
Patriots by the end of Octo-
ber.

After poring through the
tape this offseason to pick
apart his own game, Butler
wants more. He may never
experience a more dramat-
ic moment than quite pos-
sibly the most famous de-
fensive play in Super Bowl
history, but Butler has
worked toward ensuring
that play also won’t define
him.

This weekend will be a
reminder of just that.

“That’s why I’m here, to
try to be a good player, try
to be productive, try not to
fall off,” Butler said. “Keep
building each and every
day. You can’t settle for
one thing, one play. At the
end of the day, you’ve got
to keep improving.”

Butler
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Ricard,” said Harasymiak.
“That really helps him. He
has a knack for being in the
right spot. It comes from
having good practices. He’s
really focused in practice.
He is very motivated and
very committed to being a
great football player.”

“He really loves the
game, and he works hard at
everything he does, which
makes him the player that
he is,” said defensive line-
man Ricard. “He’s very de-
tail-oriented about every-
thing.”

Goode said his meticu-

lous attention to detail, in-
cluding the vast volume of
time he spends watching
film, was learned from for-
mer UMaine teammates
Axel Ofori Jr., Sherrod Bal-
timore and Kendall James.

“They displayed those
key [attributes]. I always
watched them,” said Goode.
“Now I’ve incorporated
them into my game, and it
has taken off from there.
Every year, I’ve gotten a lot
better.

“Now everything is
starting to get even, so I’m
able to play with tremen-
dous confidence,” he said.

“He is a good listener
and a quick learner. I
watch him get better every
single day,” said UMaine

cornerbacks coach Alvah
Hansbro, who noted that
Goode has a very quick
first step.

Goode, who was in on 19
tackles and had an inter-
ception and a fumble recov-
ery as a freshman, said his
touchdown has made him
even hungrier to make
more big plays.

“I haven’t felt like this
since my senior year in
high school. I’m going to
keep my foot on the throt-
tle,” said Goode.

He also said he wants to
turn those pass breakups
into interceptions.

“I want to catch those
balls this year. I want to be
one of the top guys in the
conference in intercep-

tions,” said Goode. “We
were near the bottom of the
barrel in turnovers [mar-
gin] last year [minus-five].
I want to help us get up
there. I’ve got to make
more plays.”

UMaine was 10th among
the 12 CAA teams in turn-
over margin.

Orono and Philadelphia
are completely different en-
vironments, but Goode
thoroughly enjoys Orono.

“When I came up for a
visit, I loved it. It was a
perfect fit. My mom, [Feli-
cia Harrison], told me,
‘This is meant for you,’”
said Goode, who was re-
cruited by former UMaine
offensive coordinator
Kevin Bourgoin.

“I have no regrets.
There’s a lot of crime in
Philadelphia. Up here, it’s
relaxed and peaceful. The
weather is beautiful in the
summer, not too hot, not
too cold. It’s humid in Phil-
adelphia.”

He loves his coaches and
said the team is a family.

Goode said he has even
found a woman who works
in the Memorial Union that
knows how to make a
Philly cheesesteak sand-
wich.

“She does a pretty good
job,” said Goode, who on
Saturday night will be
squaring off against Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision op-
ponent Toledo, a school
that recruited him.
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was knocked down by an
Edward Little defensive
back, which knocked the
head off the costumed inter-
loper. The girl got up, appar-
ently uninjured, and re-
turned to the bleachers.

“She got crunched,” Bout-
well said. “I’m glad nobody
got hurt. That could’ve
ended poorly.”

The incident resulted in a
15-yard unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty on Edward
Little, which gave Bangor a
first down.

According to a report in
the Sun Journal, the girl
was ejected from the facility.

Following the play, as the
officials attempted to sort
things out, the players
looked flabbergasted, trying
to make sense of what hap-
pened before the game

quickly resumed.
“I’m not sure if the play-

ers … you see that coming
on the field. I don’t know
how I’d react to that,” Bout-
well said.

Even the broadcaster him-
self was left scratching his
head, looking for a motive.

“I’m just trying to come
up with something, was
there a dare?” Boutwell said.

“It should’ve been happen-
ing on a Friday the 13th or
Halloween,” Boutwell said.

MBR.org has a schedule
of 39 video-streamed high
school games of the week
planned during 2016-2017.
Their coverage continues
Friday with Bonny Eagle at
Scarborough and Thornton
Academy of Saco at Chever-
us of Portland on Saturday.

Boutwell will return to
the airwaves in two weeks
on WEZR for a Class A North
matchup between contend-
ers Portland and Windham
at Windham.

Gorilla
Continued from Page B5

Porcello is
seeking his
20th victory
Red Sox right-hander set
to battle Blue Jays tonight
SPORTSDIRECT

Rick Porcello attempts to
become the major league’s
first 20-game winner when
his Boston Red Sox visit the
Toronto Blue Jays on Friday
night for the opener of a
critical three-game set.

Porcello is a dazzling 8-1
since the All-Star break and
has won five contests in a
row for the first-place Red
Sox, who lead Toronto by
one game in the American
League East.

Boston finished the West
Coast portion of its road trip
4-2 and Hanley Ramirez
looks to remain hot for the
Red Sox after going 14-for-37
with four homers, 12 RBIs
and nine runs scored over
the last nine games.

The Blue Jays come home
reeling after getting swept
in three games against the
New York Yankees and los-
ing five of six overall. To-
ronto was shut out 2-0 on
Wednesday after its pitch-
ing staff gave up 30 runs in
the previous five contests.

Reigning AL MVP Josh
Donaldson has struggled
over the last four games for

the Blue Jays, going 0-for-12
with five strikeouts, but is a
.319 hitter with four homers
and 11 RBIs against Boston
this season.

First pitch in Toronto is
set for 7:07 p.m. when Por-
cello (19-3, 3.23 ERA) will get
start against Blue Jays
righty Marco Estrada (8-7,
3.56).

Porcello is unbeaten in his
last six starts with a 2.47
ERA after allowing two runs
and four hits over seven in-
nings to beat Oakland on
Sept. 3. The 27-year-old,
whose previous high was 15
wins with Detroit in 2014, is
6-3 with a 3.42 ERA in 14 road
starts. Jose Bautista (14-for-
34, three homers) and Edwin
Encarnacion (13-for-34, three
homers) have punished Por-
cello, who is 2-0 with a 5.21
ERA in three starts against
Toronto this year.

Estrada has struggled in
his last five games, giving
up seven homers and 10
walks, with a 1-3 record and
19 runs allowed over 26 in-
nings. The 33-year-old Mexi-
co native is 3-5 with a 3.30
ERA at home and has won
two of three starts against

the Red Sox this season.
Jackie Bradley Jr. is 3-for-9
with a homer and David
Ortiz has two blasts versus
Estrada, who is 4-3 with a
3.73 ERA in eight appear-
ances (six starts) against the

Red Sox.
NOTES: Toronto 2B

Devon Travis is 8-for-21 with
four RBIs during a five-game
hitting streak. ... Ortiz
boasts 534 career home runs,
tied for 18th in major league

history — two behind Mick-
ey Mantle for 17th. ... Blue
Jays C-DH Dioner Navarro,
whose next game will be the
1,000th of his career, is 3-for-
14 since being acquired from
the Chicago White Sox.

EVILLE E. GUARD|USA TODAY SPORTS

Boston Red Sox starting pitcher Rick Porcello (22) delivers a pitch in the first inning
against the Oakland Athletics on Saturday at Oakland Coliseum.

Price
strong
again
for Sox
Ace shuts down
Padres for 15th

BY BILL CENTER
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

SAN DIEGO — Shortly
after the Boston Red Sox de-
feated the San Diego Padres
7-2 on Wednesday night in
the rubber match of a three-
game series at Petco Park,
the big picture came into
focus.

Wednesday night’s win,
coupled with Toronto’s loss
to the Yankees in New York,
had moved Boston back into
a one-game lead in the
American League East going
into a three-game series
against the Blue Jays start-
ing Friday in Toronto.

Then the Red Sox return
to Fenway Park on Monday
for a seven-game homestand
against the Orioles, who are
two games out.

With Thursday being an
off day, Boston manager
John Farrell has tweaked
his rotation for the upcom-
ing showdowns.

Right-hander Rick Por-
cello and left-hander Eduar-
do Rodriguez will start the
first two games in Toronto
with Clay Buchholz starting
Sunday.

David Price, who won
Wednesday night’s game in
San Diego with model effi-
ciency, will start Monday’s
opener of the Baltimore se-
ries at Fenway Park with
Drew Pomeranz being
pushed back from Sunday to
Tuesday.

“Our rotation, with Clay
being put in Sunday, seems
like one guy passing it off to
the next guy,” Farrell said
Wednesday night.

“David Price was ex-
tremely efficient tonight
with the number of pitches
he threw. I think that was
his best strike ratio of the
season. He kept it under con-
trol and kept throwing
strikes.”

Price threw 98 pitches in
seven innings. Seventy-six
went for strikes as he al-
lowed six hits and no walks
with eight strikeouts.

Price extended his streak
to wins in six straight starts
to improve to 15-8.

“I definitely felt good to-
night to keep the ball away
from the middle of the plate
and execute pitches,” Price
said.

After Price worked his
magic, the Red Sox got an-
other boost when right-
handed reliever reliever
Koji Uehara pitched a score-
less eighth in his first outing
since July 19. He had been
on the DL with a right pecto-
ral strain.

Offensively, Travis Shaw
and Dustin Pedroia com-
bined for five RBIs and Han-
ley Ramirez and pinch-hit-
ter Brock Holt hit late solo
homers.

Shaw drove in Boston’s
first three runs, including a
two-run homer off Padres
starter and loser Jarred Co-
sart (0-3). Pedroia capped a
three-run Boston third with
a two-run double off reliever
Carlos Villanueva after Co-
sart was forced to leave the
game with the double wham-
my strains to his right ham-
string and groin.

The game see-sawed into a
2-2 tie after three innings be-
fore an errant toss by Padres
first baseman Will Myers re-
sulted in the departure of
Cosart and triggered a three-
run Boston fourth.

With one out in the fourth,
Jackie Bradley Jr. hit a hop-
per toward first that Myers
charged and made an under-
handed flip to Cosart, who had
to look back toward Myers
while trying to find the first-
base bag.

Cosart caught the ball but
missed thebagand landedawk-
wardly on his right leg. Cosart
immediatelydepartedthegame
with the double strains.

“I felt like I hyperextend-
ed on my way up as I was
trying to find the bag, then
landed awkwardly on the
way down. It grabbed me
pretty good. It was a fluke
deal.

“For the most part, I felt
pretty good. I was holding
my own against one of the
best pitchers in baseball.
The rest is kind of history.”

Castro has 1st-round BMW lead
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

Roberto Castro, who
needs a strong result to ad-
vance in the PGA Tour’s Fe-
d E x C u p
P l a y o f f s ,
held the
first-round lead at the BMW
Championship when play
was suspended due to dark-
ness Thursday in Carmel,
Ind.

Play was earlier delayed 3
hours, 33 minutes at
Crooked Stick Golf Club be-
cause of rain. Thirty-six of
the 69 players did not com-
plete the round.

Castro carded a 7-under-
par 65. Brian Harman is in
second after a 66, and Jason
Dufner and Dustin Johnson
both shot 67. Chris Kirk is
even with Dufner and John-
son at 5 under, though he
has completed just half of
his round.

Argentina’s Fabian
Gomez shot a 68. Three other
players share sixth place

with him at 4 under par: Ja-
pan’s Hideki Matsuyama
(through 12 holes) and Eng-
land’s Paul Casey and Aus-
tralia’s Adam Scott (both
through 10
holes).

Rory Mc-
Ilroy, com-
ing off a win
last week in
the second of
four playoff
events, is in
a large
group tied
for 10th at 3 under par. The
Northern Irishman is
through 10 holes.

Jordan Spieth is at 2
under through 10 holes,
level with the FedExCup
points leader, Patrick Reed,
who completed a 70.

The top 30 players in the
FedExCup standings at the
end of the BMW Champion-
ship will advance to the sea-
son-ending Tour Champion-
ship in two weeks at East
Lake in Atlanta.

Castro began the week
53rd, but a win at Crooked
Stick would jump him up to
No. 6. He has three top-10
finishes this year, including
a playoff loss to James Hahn
in the Wells Fargo Champi-
onship. However, the
31-year-old Houston native
has never won a PGA Tour
event.

His round could have
been even better, as he made
eight birdies before record-
ing his lone bogey on the
18th hole.

“I told myself the last two
weeks really to play like I
had nothing to lose, and to
make a bunch of birdies is a
good way to start,” Castro
said.

Looking ahead to the po-
tential of competing in At-
lanta next week, the Georgia
Tech product said, “Sure,
it’s a hometown tournament
for me. It’s the hardest one
to get to, unfortunately, but
it’s still a great tournament.
I would love to be back.”

Castro
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