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“I remember arguing
with my dad about playing
18 instead of nine because I
had a Little League game in
2½ hours,” he said. “We
pulled up to the game liter-
ally as the first pitch was
happening.

“But we got our 18 in.”
Anderson continues to

play baseball — he gave up
hockey a couple of years ago
— but it wasn’t long before
golf became his primary
focus.

By 12 he was playing
every day in the summer,
often at nearby Goose River
Golf Club in Rockport with
several other future Cam-
den Hills competitors.

“They weren’t all that
busy at the golf course so I’d
just play the nine holes over
and over and over again,”
he said.

“I’d typically play an av-
erage of 27 holes but there
was a group of us … we had
days when we would play
54 holes or more. We’d get
there as the sun was com-
ing up and would leave
around dinnertime after
basically playing golf all
day.”

Anderson credits his
rapid development to com-
peting against those more
experienced friends.

“I’d basically get tired of
getting beaten so badly and
I wanted to play at their
level, so I’d stay a half-hour
after they left, and with
that extra time the idea
was that I’d slowly catch
up,” he said.

Anderson joined the
Camden Hills Middle
School golf team as a fifth-
grader. He became a stu-
dent of the game, often
watching PGA tournaments
on television and then at-
tempting to add elements of
what he saw from the
world’s top players to his
own arsenal.

“When he started playing
on that fifth-grade team I’d
see him out in the yard a lot
swinging the club or he’d
stand on the deck and look
at his reflection off the win-
dow and work on his swing
technique,” said his father,
Derek Anderson. “I realized

he was smitten with it.”
By 2013 Cole Anderson

turned to a formal coach,
and Seavey quickly saw the
potential in the youngster’s
physical game.

“But the thing that truly
impressed me,” said Seavey,
“was as we were playing I
was asking him about the
different holes and we got to
a par 5 and I asked him what
his thought was there and
he said, ‘I can’t reach the
green in two so I’m just
going to hit it down the right
side off the tee so I don’t get
it close to the water, then
I’m just going to lay up with
a 5-iron so I have a perfect
wedge layup of 175 yards.
That’s a good number for
me.’

“So here’s a kid at 12
years of age that’s thinking
the same way I see mini-
tour players and Tour play-
ers thinking. He already
played the game far more
mature than his age.”

Anderson was becom-
ing active in midcoast ju-
nior tournaments, and he
competed in his first
large, out-of-state event in
Florida around Christmas
2013.

“I think I came in 19th of
about 40 kids,” he recalled,
“but I knew right away that
I loved the tournament feel
of a bigger event like that.
Just being as competitive as
I am, there aren’t a whole lot
of things that are quite like
the feeling of competing at
the level where you’re on
the range with a kid from
China who’s come over here
specifically for this event.
It’s cool.”

Winningways
Anderson and his family

have crafted an annual golf
schedule that includes a mix
of in-state, regional and na-
tional-level tournaments. A
Christmas trip to his grand-
parents’ Florida home pro-
vides additional offseason
opportunities.

With stepped-up competi-
tion has come continued im-

provement. It was rewarded
with a first championship
last fall when the freshman
shot even-par 72 at Natanis
Golf Course in Vassalboro
to win the Class A individu-
al state championship. His
score was the lowest of the
day regardless of class.

“I went in knowing I had
the game to do it, I just need-
ed to play well,” he said.
“The conditions were not
easy, really cold and really
windy, but I got off to a good
start and just played decent
the rest of the way.”

Golf took a back seat to
baseball last spring as An-
derson saw playing time at
every position except first
base and center field on the
Camden Hills varsity

squad coached by Paul
MacDonald, who also also
is the Windjammers’ golf
coach.

But the respite was brief,
as Anderson participated in
nine tournaments over 10
weeks during the summer,
including five straight
events at one point.

“That fifth straight week
was the Maine Junior Ama-
teur and I didn’t play well,”
he said. “I was tired, but the
week off paid off because I
had an awesome end to my
summer.”

That late run was high-
lighted by his seven-stroke
victory at the New England
Junior Amateur Invitation-
al in Dover, New Hamp-
shire, in the middle of Au-
gust.

Anderson dominated
from the outset, completing
an opening-round 65 with a
130-yard eagle and shooting
another 5-under-par 65 later
in the day that included six
birdies on his first eight
holes.

“In the second round I
just kind of caught fire,” he
said. “I was hitting it close
so I didn’t have to make any
real birdie putts of signifi-
cant length.”

Anderson shot an even-
par 70 in the final round the
next morning — also the

day’s lowest score.
“The kid who came in sec-

ond, Patrick Welch, I’ve
played in multiple tourna-
ments when he’s just blown
everybody away,” said An-
derson. “It’s nice to be on
the other side of it where
you’re the best player that
week.”

Anderson followed up
that victory by tying for
third at the American Ju-
nior Golf Association tour-
nament at Sugarloaf Golf
Course in Carrabassett Val-
ley.

“We call the AJGA the
PGA Tour of junior golf, ba-
sically,” he said. “There are
a lot of international play-
ers and it’s pretty great com-
petition.

“To finish in third was a
great way to finish the sum-
mer.”

Anderson now is back in
the classroom, where the
honor roll student also has
helped lead the Camden
Hills golf team to a fast
start.

He’s already in contact
with numerous Division I
college golf programs, and
that phase of his career may
be when he takes his game
to a more southern climate
in pursuit of his ultimate
goals.

For now, remaining in
Maine with his family —
parents Derek and Tia and
11-year-old sister Kyra — is
a priority.

“Being from up here it’s
definitely more difficult just
in the sense that it’s a short-
er season,” he said, “but so
far every year we’ve seen
improvement so I don’t re-
ally feel the need to think
about moving south right
now.”

Continued efforts at im-
provement for Anderson
likely will include in-
creasing his strength and
developing more consis-
tency.

“I’m in some ways a per-
fectionist so I’m always
looking for ways to get bet-
ter. I think that’s always
helped me a bunch, not
being complacent with
where I’m at,” Anderson
said.

“You just have to put in
the work and you just have
to become comfortable in
big situations, those are the
two big things. You have to
want it, really.”

Golfer
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“I remember arguing with my dad about playing
18 instead of nine because I had a Little League
game in 2½ hours. We pulled up to the game lit-
erally as the first pitch was happening. But we

got our 18 in.”
COLE ANDERSON

The men’s home opener
is Sept. 17 against Fisher
College.

“It’s good to be home,”
Levesque said. “We play
one of the more unusual
schedules in the nation, but
it pays off at the end of the
season.”

While the odometer on
the Bengals’ buses has cer-
tainly put up some big num-
bers so far this season,
UMFK has continued to
win. Ashby attributes that
to a well-planned itinerary.

“We have a routine for
how we travel from how we
leave, where we stop, ho-
tels, where we eat, routine
on the road for training and
practice and the whole
thing,” said Ashby. “We’ve
almost got it down to a sci-
ence.”

The season-beginning
road trip represented the
toughest part of the sched-
ule for Levesque’s squad,
which passed it with flying
colors.

“We’ve gone through the
gauntlet,” said Levesque,

noting that Georgetown
University, which UMFK
beat 3-0, is one of the better
NAIA clubs in the country.

As far as nutrition, the
Bengals attempt to avoid
fast-food restaurants as
much as possible.

“[Players] buy the rotis-
serie chickens and veggies,”
Ashby said. “Many of them
pack coolers when they get
on the bus. It saves them
money and time.”

The Bengals don’t belong
to a conference, but they
play as members of the Unit-
ed States Collegiate Athletic
Association. Ashby said the
program is hoping to join
the NAIA next season.

“Hopefully, we can get
some more home games,”
Ashby said. “The [long-
term] goal is to start a con-
ference, so we can reduce
our travel.”

While the trips are long,
the educational opportuni-
ties the players receive on
the road are beneficial.

Ashby said coaches have
taken players to sites such
as Gettysburg National
Park in Pennsylvania and
the Statue of Liberty in New
York City, along with Wash-
ington, D.C.
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Concussion rules
used for Newton
BY MARK MASKE
WASHINGTON POST

The NFL said Friday that
medical experts on hand at
Thursday night’s season-
opening game monitored the
hits on Carolina Panthers
quarterback Cam Newton
and found no cause to have
Newton removed from the
field or undergo testing for a
concussion during the game.

The experts felt there
were “no indications of a
concussion” necessitating
further steps at the time, the
league said in a written
statement.

“There was communica-
tion between medical per-
sonnel on the Carolina side-
line, including the unaffili-
ated neurotrauma consul-
tant, and the two indepen-

dent certified athletic train-
er spotters in the booth,” the
NFL’s statement said. “Dur-
ing stoppage in play while
on-field officials were in the
process of administrating
penalties, the unaffiliated
neurotrauma consultant
and team physician request-
ed video from the spotters
and reviewed the play. They
concluded there were no in-
dications of a concussion
that would require further
evaluation and the removal
of the player from the game.”

The NFL believes the con-
cussion procedures were fol-
lowed properly, a league
spokesman said.

Newton received several
helmet-to-helmet hits by
Denver Broncos defenders
during the Broncos’ 21-20
victory.


