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John Bapst players Shaylynn Cyr (left) and Betsy Spear rush the ball on an Old Town
shot in the first half of their game Monday in Old Town.
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have. His mind was in the
right place. He just didn’t
have all the facts right. Un-
fortunately we didn’t get it
corrected.”

Jennings asserted he
wasn’t second-guessing the
decision.

“I’m not mad,” Jennings
said. “We’re doing this as a
team, and we thought it was
best for us not to score at that
point. Of course I wanted to,
but that’s just the football
player in you.”

Manning threw an incom-

plete pass on third down of
that final Giants series, stop-
ping the clock and leading to a
field goal that gave the Giants
a four-point
lead.

The Cow-
boys then
drove for the
w i n n i n g
touchdown,
scoring with
seven sec-
onds re-
maining.

Manning said during an in-
terview on WFAN that he
made a “mental mistake”
near the end of the game.
When his receiver wasn’t
open on the third-down play,

he should have taken a sack to
keep the clock running in-
stead of throwing an incom-
pletion.

“That’s 100 percent on me
right there, clock manage-
ment on that whole deal,”
Manning said. “I had the op-
tion to take the sack and give
them less time. That’s 100 per-
cent on me. It can’t happen.”

The Giants wound up get-
ting a field goal to boost their
lead to 26-20, but they left 1:34
for the Dallas offense.

Cowboys QB Tony Romo
finished the game 36 of 45 for
356 yards with three touch-
down passes. The wild fin-
ish made up for his two in-
terceptions.

Giants
Continued from Page B5

“It was a very tough deci-
sion. But when I was in high
school, I didn’t know what I
wanted to do and a teacher
[Sean Wasson] encouraged
me to take his video class.
That’s how it all started.
That kept me engaged be-
cause it was a very hands-on
class. It kept you active,”
said Jackson, who hopes to
have the same positive influ-
ence on his students.

The 29-year-old Jackson
also said it will be nice to
have normal working hours.
His sports director-anchor
gig kept him working until
midnight.

“And I’ll get to spend
more time with my family
and girlfriend, [Jamie Mad-
den],” added Jackson.

He also hopes to keep his
hands in sports broadcast-
ing because he loves it and it
will help him relate to new
developments in the indus-
try with his students.

Alba graduated from
Quinnipiac University (Con-
necticut) in May with a de-
gree in broadcast journal-
ism.

While at Quinnipiac, he
was the general manager of
the college’s television sta-
tion (Q30) and it was award-
ed the 2014 Pinnacle Award
for best college television
station in the country.

He is currently working
for the Major League Base-
ball Network.

“I’m very excited to be
heading up there,” said
Alba. “It’s a great market,
and there is a whole mesh of
people who are interested in
not only high school sports
but college and pro sports as

well. It’s a good landing
spot.”

He has some innovative
ideas according to ABC 7/
Fox news director Craig Col-
son, and Alba said he is
looking forward to imple-
menting them.

Colson said Jackson will
be missed.

“Aaron is a great guy. I
hate to see him leave, but
this was an opportunity he
couldn’t pass up,” said Col-
son. “I not only enjoyed his
reporting, but I really liked
working with him. The peo-
ple at the technical school
are lucky to have him.”

Jackson will finish up at
ABC 7/Fox next week.

Jackson is the second
sports reporter to leave ABC
7/Fox in a month as Britta-
ny Devane left to take a
sports reporting job in Al-
bany, New York, and was
replaced by Matt Randall.
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right side of the circle before
flipping the ball across the
goalmouth.

The ball deflected off a
pair of John Bapst sticks be-
fore landing on the stick of
Sulinski, who slotted it
home from six yards out.

The Coyotes kept the Cru-
saders pinned in their own

end for long stretches of the
first half thanks to the play of
Sulinski, King and standout
midfielder Lauren Gasaway.

“Old Town came out real-
ly strong and played an in-
credible first half,” said
John Bapst coach Liz Sauci-
er. “They did a great job cut-
ting to the ball. We were one
step behind the entire first
half. We played better in the
second half, but it just
wasn’t enough.”

“They were very fast cut-
ting to the ball, and we didn’t

do that as well,” said John
Bapst senior tri-captain
Shaylyn Cyr.

The energetic Gasaway
controlled the midfield for
the winners, winning a lot of
balls and triggering the at-
tack while also playing an
important defensive role.

Madi Higgins’ long hits re-
lieved the pressure for John
Bapst and triggered some of-
fensive forays, but the relent-
less and speedy Coyotes didn’t
give the Crusaders much time
or space on the ball.
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and MCI at Mount View of
Thorndike on Saturday af-
ternoon.

• Early returns are promis-
ingforthreeofEasternMaine’s
— I mean Northern Maine’s
— newer varsity programs.

First-year entry Medomak
Valley of Waldoboro and the
second-year team from Houl-
ton are 2-0 and among the LTC
Class D North co-leaders two
weeks into the schedule. Me-
domak Valley has used late
comebacks to score one-point
victories over Bucksport and
Stearns of Millinocket, while
Houlton has built early leads
in its wins over Dexter and
Camden Hills of Rockport.

Both teams are on the road
this Friday night, Houlton at
2-0 Mattanawcook Academy
of Lincoln and Medomak Val-
ley at 0-2 Washington Acade-
my. Houlton then visits Medo-
mak Valley on Friday night,
Sept. 25.

Then there are the Ells-
worth-Sumner Eagles, ending
a 0-25 start to their three-plus
years of varsity reincarna-
tion Saturday night with a
22-8 victory at Washington
Academy behind Devin
Wright’s three rushing touch-
downs and a stout defense.

According to Ian Braun,
co-author of “50 Years of the
LTC,” the win was the first
for an Ellsworth football
team since a 19-13 victory
over Foxcroft Academy on
Oct. 15, 1955.

Ellsworth, which initially
began fielding varsity foot-
ball teams in 1951, disband-
ed its program after that sea-
son and did not rejoin the
varsity ranks until 2012
under current head coach
Duane Crawford.

• I experienced a game
with its second half contest-
ed under the new mandato-
ry running-time rule for the
first time Friday night when
MCI built a 53-0 halftime
lead en route to a 67-0 victo-
ry over Orono.

It was an ideal application

of the rule, which provides
for the use of running time
except for certain situations
during the second half of any
game in which the point dif-
ferential is 35 points or great-
er. If the point differential
subsequently dips below 35
points, the game reverts to
standard timing rules.

MCI already had estab-
lished control of the contest,
and at least three two-way
starters among Orono’s
27-player roster had been side-
lined with first-half injuries,
leaving prospects for a come-
back even more remote.

With running time em-
ployed after intermission
save for situations involving a
charged timeout, injury, pen-
alty or after scores, the second
half lasted about 35 minutes.
It was plenty of time for re-
serves and subvarsity players
to experience the “Friday
Night Lights” atmosphere of
varsity competition while re-
ducing the time frame for po-
tential additional injuries.

Nobody seemed to com-
plain.
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“He’s put himself among
the greats. His steely resolve
is what separates him,” said
McEnroe, who analyzed the
final for ESPN as Djokovic
fought off 19 of 23 break

points against Federer on a
raucous Arthur Ashe court.

“He doesn’t get the cheers
like Roger but maybe some
day when he’s 34 and has 16
or 17 Grand Slams, he will.”

Djokovic’s calmness on
court, apart from the occa-
sional racket-busting epi-
sode, speaks volumes for the
contentment he enjoys off

court with wife Jelena and
son Stefan.

“I’m enjoying this year
more than I did any previ-
ous one because I’m a hus-
band and a father and that
makes it sweeter,” he said.

“I love this sport and all
these results and achieve-
ments are incentive for me
to keep on going.”

Jennings


