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Now at Husson University
in Bangor, he is a three-time
All-Eastern Collegiate Foot-
ball Conference linebacker.

Tim Throckmorton, the
longtime sports director/an-
chor at WABI TV Channel 5/
The CW, played tennis and
hockey at Bangor High and
freshman soccer at the Uni-
versity of Maine along with
tennis before switching over
to football. He played four
years of football.

Two broken arms prevent-
ed him from playing football
in high school.

Emily Ellis is a member of
four halls of fame for her ter-
rific basketball career at
Mount View High School in
Thorndike and the University
of Maine.

Both children said they
were provided the opportuni-

ty to play as many sports as
possible and choose the ones
they liked. They were encour-
aged not to specialize.

“You just want your kids to
do what they love and be
happy,” Emily said. “The les-
sons you learn in an athletic
environment are the most
valuable lessons you can
learn and apply to life.”

“Sports is the foundation
for the rest of your life,” Hill-
ary said, who graduated with
a degree in sociology from
Bates and is now an events
coordinator for the High
School Year Exchange (Stu-
dent) program in Boston. “In
the workplace, I’m competi-
tive and team-oriented. I
learned that not only from
sports, but from my parents,
too.”

“When you’re growing up,
you think everybody’s par-
ents have all this knowledge
about sports,” Ellis said. “I
didn’t realize until I got older
how lucky we were to have
mom and dad as our parents.

Not only did they teach us a
lot of lessons through sports,
they’re also good human be-
ings.”

Tim pointed out that he
and Emily insisted that their
children play a musical in-
strument so they would be
well-rounded. Ellis played
drums and Hillary played
clarinet and piano.

“Mom used to hate hearing
me practice my clarinet. I was
terrible,” joked Hillary.

“When you go to a talent
show and see people in your
class play an instrument
well, it gives you an appre-
ciation for something other
than sports,” Hillary said.

Celebrity spotlight
The fact Ellis and Hillary

grew up with celebrity par-
ents never affected them, al-
though Emily recalled her
daughter having a funny re-
action to an exuberant par-
ent while watching her
brother play.

“The parent was animat-

ed like Tim is, so Hillary
asked me what television
station did he work for,”
Emily joked.

“We didn’t have any idea
they were local celebrities at
the time,” Hillary said.

“They were just our par-
ents,” said Ellis. “But when
you grow up and realize the
effect they have had on other
people, it’s pretty cool.

“It makes you proud of
them,” said Ellis.

Their parents always
were a popular topic among
friends and acquaintances.

“People would come up to
me and make comments that
used to make me a little
upset like, ‘Why aren’t you
as good as your mom?’” Hill-
ary said. “My mom was a
great player.

“There was definite pres-
sure growing up. You were
either going to fold under
the pressure or rise to the
challenge. Ellis and I wanted
to make it to the next level
out of high school (and we

did). Sports is such an inte-
gral part of our lives,” added
Hillary.

Tim and Emily’s notori-
ety may have generated at-
tention for their children,
but Ellis and Hillary have
tried to leave their own
mark.

“I’m sure they were under
the microscope but they
dealt with it very well,” said
Tim, who said he allowed
the TV competition to deter-
mine their newsworthiness.

“I was the last station to
put my kids on. Channel 2
and Channel 7 had them on
first,” Tim said. “I felt if
those two stations men-
tioned my kids, I could, too.”

Tim and Emily got di-
vorced when Hillary was 8
and Ellis was 7, but they
shared custody and parent-
ing remained at the top of
their priority list.

“Just because you aren’t
married doesn’t mean you
don’t get along and you
aren’t going to raise the kids

together. That was never a
question,” Tim said.

“We made sure the kids
weren’t going to be collater-
al damage. I am so thankful
that Tim is their dad,” said
Emily.

“Even though they were
divorced, they worked so
well together,” Hillary said.
“They put their differences
aside.”

Ellis and Hillary feel
blessed to have the parents
they have and Emily and Tim
also count their blessings.

“I couldn’t be more proud,
not just about what they’ve
done in athletics but the
type of people they are. Hill-
ary is strong-willed, smart
and beautiful and Ellis is
one of most thoughtful, con-
siderate people you could
ever know,” said Emily,
who is a successful real es-
tate agent.

“I’m amazingly proud of
both of them,” said Tim.
“They are both great stu-
dents and great citizens.”
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“He’s also very mature for
his age,” added Bevis.

Bogdanovich said Bevis
has been a “good resource”
for him and he is hoping to
receive an invitation to try
out for the United States Na-
tional Team Development
Program team, which will
hold a camp in March in
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

If he doesn’t get to play for
the NTDP Under-17 or Under-

18 team, he would like to
eventually play in the United
States (Junior) Hockey
League.

The son of Becky Bogda-
novich and former Brown
University standout shot-
putter Paul Bogdanovich
said he needs to “work on
my hands and being more
physical” so he doesn’t lose
puck battles in the corners.

He also said he is happy to
be following his grandfather
and cousins to Orono.

“My family is pumped
about it,” said Bogdanovich.

His participation at

UMaine is contingent upon
his being accepted by the
school and meeting NCAA
eligibility requirements.
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chance to showcase the skills
of Maine fighters,” said NEF
co-owner Matt Peterson. “We
know that we’re working with
some of the best mixed mar-
tial arts prospects on the East
Coast and I’m confident they
will shine in this scenario.”

Those TV appearances at-
tract draw even more atten-
tion to the promotion from
the MMA world, as well as
from fighters seeking to im-
press fans around the world
and, more importantly,
matchmakers at the top lev-
els of the sport.

“I think we’ve become a
gateway to the UFC,” said
CES MMA chief operating
officer Jimmy Burchfield Jr.
“We’ve had close to two
dozen guys over the last
three years who have gone
from CES to the UFC, and
that’s a pretty cool thing.”

This won’t be the first
time NEF fighters have been
featured on an internation-
ally televised or live-
streamed card.

Several Maine fighters
competed on the Bellator 93
card held in Lewiston in
2013, and more recently
combatants from around the
state have fought for the
World Series of Fighting (
Bruce Boyington, Devin
Powell), Bellator ( Ray
Wood) and CES ( Ryan Sand-
ers, Jon Lemke, Derek Sho-
rey).

“A lot of the fighters from

Maine have been really pro-
fessional with everything
from getting their paper-
work in to the way they pro-
mote themselves for the
fights,” said CES MMA di-
rector of operations Pat Sul-
livan. “Win or lose, they’ve
always been very respectful
toward their opponents and
the fans, and the good thing
about Maine is that it’s not
so far away and when they
come down here they win
over the crowd immediately
because they’re just so pro-
fessional with the way they
approach things. I think a
big part of that is what
they’ve learned as they’ve
come up through NEF.”

This also won’t be the
first time CES has taken its
status as the only East Coast
promotion in the AXS-TV
rotation on the road.

“The goal is to provide
East Coast fighters with a
platform to showcase their
talent,” said Sullivan.
“We’ve been pretty comfort-
able doing that here in
Rhode Island and Connecti-
cut and Massachusetts, and
when the opportunity pre-
sented itself to work with a
company like NEF we felt it
was a good idea to provide
some other fighters that ex-
posure.”

A collaboration with New
England Fights has been in
the conversational stage for
months.

“Earlier this year .. we
were involved in discus-
sions that prevented us from
acting on the opportunity,”
said Peterson, who also

worked collaboratively in
August with UFC president
and Hermon High School
graduate Dana White to cre-
ate an MMA card in Bangor
for the “Dana White: Lookin’
for a Fight” digital reality

show.
“CES re-

cently ap-
proached us
again and
the timing
was right for
us to set up a
s h o w d o w n
between the
two top pro-

motions in New England
and we’re thrilled to be
doing it in front of Maine
fans at the historic Andro-
scoggin Bank Colisee here
on NEF home soil,” he
added.

NEF’s initial promotional
material about the Nov. 4
show suggests a battle be-
tween the promotions but
that likely will be just one
part of the card, according to
CES officials.

“It definitely makes
sense if there are some
fights we can match up be-
tween CES and NEF fight-
ers, but the bottom line is
we’ve got to put on really
good fights for television,”
said Burchfield.

Burchfield and Sullivan
indicated that if November’s
event is successful it could
lead to an annual CES-NEF
show in Maine.

“Hopefully if this materi-
alizes the way we think it
will we can do this on a regu-
lar basis,” Sullivan said.

plans to add jobs in the state
for the same reason.

“It has never been more
clear than it is right now —
HB 2 is hurting our state
every minute that it remains
law,” said Chris Sgro, execu-
tive director of Equality

NC, an advocacy group.
Republican leaders in the

state, including Gov. Pat Mc-
Crory, have not backed off
their support for the measure.

“The truth remains that
this law was never about and
does not promote discrimina-
tion,” said Republican Tim
Moore, speaker of the state
House of Representatives. He
called the decisions by the
NCAA and ACC this week
“unfortunate.”
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Jets QB fights poor history vs. RexRyan
BY JERRY BEACH
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

FLORHAM PARK, New
Jersey — No matter what uni-
form Ryan Fitzpatrick wears,
Rex Ryan has his number.

Fitzpatrick enters tonight’s
game against the Buffalo Bills
awoeful2-8 in10startsagainst
Ryan since Ryan became a
head coach with the New
York Jets in 2009. The Fitzpat-
rick-led Cincinnati Bengals
(one game), Bills (seven
games) and Jets (two games)
have scored more than 17
points just three times in
those 10 games.

A deeper dive into the num-
bers reveals just how Ryan’s
defenses have dominated Fitz-
patrick, who has completed
47.1 percent of his passes

while averaging 171.5 yards
per game and throwing 15
touchdowns against 12 inter-
ceptions (1.25 touchdowns for
every interception) in the 10
games.

Overall in his 11-year NFL
career, Fitzpatrick has com-
pleted 60 percent of his passes
while averaging 205 yards per
game. His touchdown-to-in-
terception ratio, meanwhile,
is 1.33/1.

Fitzpatrick admitted Tues-
day that Ryan has gotten the
best of him over the last sev-
en-plus seasons but expressed
confidence that his issues
against Ryan were fixable.

“I know I’ve got to do bet-
ter,”Fitzpatricksaid.“There’s
just a lot of stuff, in terms of
thought process, in terms of
making the right throws, that

I’ve just got to come in and do.
I don’t know that it’s neces-
sarily his defense versus my
quarterback play. It’s just me
going out there and making
smart decisions and good
throws.”

The Jets have not been
must-see TV on Thursday
nights.

When the Jets visit the
Bills and old friend Ryan on
Thursday, they will be look-
ing to snap a five-game losing
streak on Thursday nights.
The Jets have not won on
Thursday night since beating
the Cincinnati Bengals on
Thanksgiving night in 2010.
Only the Pittsburgh Steelers,
who have lost five straight
Thursday night games since
2012, match the Jets’ winless
streak.

The Thursday night skid
isn’t a burden to be entirely
shouldered by the current
Jets — only six players have
been with the team for the
entirety of the skid, which, of
course, began with Ryan as
head coach — but it is worri-
some nonetheless heading
into what amounts to a must-
win game.

Still, as Fitzpatrick noted, it
is not as if the Jets will be
playing at a disadvantage
Thursday.

“I think physically it’s al-
ways tough to play on Thurs-
day,” Fitzpatrick said. “The
thing about that is they’re
doing the same thing. It evens
out because the bumps and
nicks and soreness and bruis-
es that we’re feeling, they’re
going to feel the same thing.”

And if the Jets finally win
on a Thursday, it won’t feel
like such a bad night after
all.

“Then it’s great,” Fitzpat-
rick said. “You get the extra
rest (and) you sit at 1-1.”

NOTES: TE Braedon Bow-
man was waived by the Jets
on Tuesday afternoon. The
transaction makes room on
the 53-man roster for DE Shel-
don Richardson, who re-
turned from a one-game sus-
pension on Monday, Bowman
was claimed off waivers from
the Jacksonville Jaguars on
Sept. 4 but was inactive for
the season opener against
the Cincinnati Bengals. …
OLB Victor Ochi and WR
Wendall Williams were
signed to the Jets’ practice
squad on Monday.

BRAD MILLS | USA TODAY

New York Jets quarterback
Ryan Fitzpatrick has a 2-8
record against Rex Ryan.
He will face Ryan’s Buffalo
Bills tonight.


