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exhibition game at 4 p.m.
The X-Men played in the

Canadian Interuniversity
Sport championship game
last season, losing to Atlan-
tic University Sport rival
the University of New
Brunswick 3-1.

“They’ve done a nice job,”
said Gendron. “A lot of the
teams in the Maritimes have
outstanding programs.”

Because it is an exhibi-
tion game, teams can ex-
pand their rosters, so Gen-
dron is going to use virtually
every player available on
his roster.

UMaine opens the regular
season against Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute Oct.
7-8 at Alfond Arena before
hosting Quinnipiac Univer-
sity the next weekend.
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gers the symptoms is going
somewhere I’m unfamiliar
with, going somewhere I’ve
never been, where it is busy,
a lot of people talking, a lot
of movement, a lot of visual
stimulation,” Earnhardt
said.

Loganomakesmost of
inauspicious start

There’s no statistical cat-
egory for “saves” in NAS-
CAR racing, but if there
were, Joey Logano would be
the clear leader at New
Hampshire.

With perseverance, Loga-
no and the No. 22 Team Pen-
ske outfit turned a poten-
tially disastrous day into a
respectable finish and gave
themselves a modicum of
breathing room in the Chase
for NASCAR Sprint Cup
standings.

After a so-so qualifying ef-
fort, Logano started 15th in
Sunday’s Bad Boy Off Road
300 and quickly went back-
wards. On Lap 114 of a long
green-flag run to start the
race, leader Martin Truex Jr.
passed Logano to put the No.
22 Ford a lap down.

Eventually, Logano took a
wave-around for a restart on
lap 172 and returned to the
lead lap, but another long
caution-free run forced him
to pit for fuel on Lap 218.
Logano fell to 26th in the
running order, in danger of
falling out of the all-impor-
tant top 12 in the Chase
standings.

But the No. 22 team made
the most of a series of late
cautions and got back on the
lead lap as the “lucky dog”
(highest-scored lapped car)
for a restart with 32 circuits
left. Logano was 20th at the
time but, with the help of
tire strategy, drove up to
11th at the finish.

Fifth in the standings, Lo-
gano now has a 21-point lead
over Jamie McMurray and
Austin Dillon, who are tied
for 13th.

“It was a hard fight to say
the least with the Shell/
Pennzoil Ford,” Logano
said. “We took off awful, just
like we did in the spring
race, too. It’s crazy. We went
down a lap and fought all
day and then finally got the
lucky dog but not with many
laps to make it up.
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shine State in August.
Evans was a versatile

track and field athlete who
excelled in multiple events.

Perhaps her biggest
school record of the eight
she established was set dur-
ing the 1996-1997 indoor sea-
son in the pentathlon.

Evans racked up a whop-
ping 3,507 points in winning
the New England champion-
ship, an achievement she
considers one of the bench-
marks of her career.

“That was a big moment
for me,” Evans said. “Look-
ing back on a big life per-
spective, all those moments
add up to lifelong lessons.”

In addition to her accom-
plishments in the pentath-
lon, Evans previously held
school records in the high
and long jumps, the hurdles
and the 4x400-meter relay.

Evans captained UMaine’s
outdoor track and field team
as a senior in 1998.

Nowadays, Evans enjoys
kayaking, biking and obsta-
cle-course racing and has
completed in a Tough Mud-
der and multiple Spartan
races, two of the marquee
obstacle racing events in the
country.

“I did the Spartan Beast last
year,” Evans said, noting she
competed in the event at Kill-
ington, Vermont.

“The funny thing about
that race, I knew it was
going to be around 13-plus
miles, but I had no idea it
would take almost six hours.
It was a lot of fun.”

Evans said she is enjoy-
ing her time in Florida be-
cause she is able to do all
sorts of year-round outdoor
activities such as kayaking,
cycling and running out-
doors. She is considering
taking up scuba diving and
snorkeling.

Tickets to the ceremony
are on sale and are $50 per
person and $25 for children
10 and under. The evening
starts with a cocktail hour
at 6 p.m, followed by dinner
at 7 p.m.

Tickets can be ordered on-
line. Names will be placed
on a guest list at the door.
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Boetsch won’t be contend-
ing for a title, but a victory
over the 14th-ranked Natal
may land the Mainer back in
the UFC middleweight rank-
ings and provide a major
boost of momentum heading
into 2017.

Boetsch is coming off a
second-round stoppage via
strikes of Josh Samman on
July 13 on the main card of
UFC Fight Night 91 at Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, a much-
needed victory that ended a
three-fight losing streak
since his victory in Bangor
nearly two years before.

The New York-based
Natal (21-7-1) is coming off a
loss by unanimous decision
to seventh-ranked Robert
Whittaker at UFC 197 in
April.

Natal, 33, had scored con-
secutive victories before
that over Kevin Casey,
Uriah Hall, Tom Watson and
Chris Camozzi after a unan-
imous-decision loss to Ed
Herman in May 2014.

Herman scored a second-
round win over Boetsch in
their light-heavyweight
clash in Boston last Janu-
ary.

Boetsch
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Minnesota Vikings quarterback Sam Bradford passes the ball as Carolina Panthers outside linebacker Thomas Davis
pressures him in the second quarter at Bank of America Stadium in Charlotte, North Carolina, on Sunday.

QBs not the stars for unbeatens
BY ADAM KILGORE
THE WASHINGTON POST

If the National Football
League truly is, as the trope
states, a “quarterbacks’
league,” then how do you
explain the top of the stand-
ings? Five teams remain un-
beaten after three weeks,
and they are quarterbacked
by the motley club of Sam
Bradford, Carson Wentz,
Trevor Siemian, Joe Flacco
and a Jimmy Garoppolo-Ja-
coby Brissett combo platter,
players who have trumped
the stalwart likes of Cam
Newton, Carson Palmer and
Ben Roethlisberger.

The Vikings, Eagles,
Broncos, Ravens and Patri-
ots share in common what
may be becoming the actual
bedrock trait required of a
valid Super Bowl contender.
In recent years, teams with-
out a great quarterback
have been dismissed as true
threats. That perception
should change. NFL teams
can rise, and have risen, to
the top of the league with
mediocre quarterbacks, but
not without elite defenses.
The defense-wins-champion-
ships rhetoric may be the
one that matters now.

These three weeks could
be brushed off as a meaning-
less small-sample blip, ex-
cept the notion of needing
an elite quarterback to win
the Super Bowl died last
January. The Broncos pro-
vided vivid proof a menac-
ing defense can win a cham-
pionship regardless of what
happens on the other side of
the ball. They beat Ben Ro-
ethlisberger, Tom Brady
and Cam Newton on their
way to the Lombardi Trophy
while Peyton Manning
played the role of Bernie
Lomax.

It would have been rea-
sonable last year, following
conventional NFL wisdom,
to watch Manning’s passes
flutter and believe the Bron-
cos had zero chance to win a
Super Bowl. And then they
went and won the Super
Bowl and forced everyone to
think a little differently.

Two years ago played out
according to the Quarter-
back League theory, as
Brady led the Patriots’ de-
fense -- which finished 12th
in yards per play and 13th in
points allowed -- to the title.
The year before, though, the
Seahawks won the Super
Bowl behind their fearsome
defense and with Russell
Wilson, then in his second
season, managing games as
opposed to winning them
himself.

The quarterbacks at the
helm of this year’s last re-
maining unbeaten teams are
by no means hurting their
teams. Flacco has won a
Super Bowl and, for salary
cap purposes, makes $22.5
million this season. Brad-
ford is a former first overall
pick. Siemian passed for 312
yards this week, on the road
against the Bengals, who en-
tered the season regarded as
a contender. Though nobody
is calling Canton after three
games, Wentz might be the
league’s next star quarter-
back. (On Monday, Eagles
Coach Doug Pederson called
Wentz’s film study “Peyton
Manning-ish.”) Garoppolo
undoubtedly will be a com-
modity if the Patriots make
him available in a trade.

But all of those teams, no
matter how impressive their
quarterbacks have been at
times, have thrived on the
strength of their defense
first. The Broncos lead the
league with 4.4 yards al-

lowed per play. The Eagles
have yielded 27 points, the
fewest in the league. The Vi-
kings have become a domi-
nant unit under Mike Zim-
mer, one of the best defen-
sive coaches in the league,
and have forced a turnover
on a quarter of their oppo-
nents’ possessions. Bill
Belichick, you may have
heard, also can coach de-
fense.

It’s not that any quarter-
back can win a title. It’s
just become much more
likely for an elite defense
to prop up an average quar-
terback and still win a
Super Bowl than vice
versa. The Broncos, with
an all-time defense and a
quarterback rated among
the league’s worst, provid-
ed an extreme example last
season. But for a handful
reasons, it’s becoming easi-
er to find an adequate quar-
terback, but harder to field
a top-level defense to pair
him with.

Recent rule changes and
officiating points of empha-
sis benefit offense. This has
been the case for years in
regard to pass interference,
but player safety provisions
have made a difference, too.
Without the threat of safe-
ties and linebackers taking
the heads off receivers,
quarterbacks can throw
down the middle of the field
without impunity.

The current collective
bargaining agreement cur-
tailed both the number of
practices and the amount of
permissible contact within
those practices. (Kevin
Clark of The Ringer detailed
the effects in-depth prior to
the season’s start.) One re-
sult has been corrosion of
quality in open-field tack-
ling. Check-downs therefore

become significant plays
with greater frequency, and
quarterbacks have taken ad-
vantage, on average throw-
ing shorter passes.

When successful offenses
can be built around short
passes, and more of the field
is available for quarter-
backs to use, it broadens
the sample of quarterbacks
who can operate successful
offenses.

If defense matters more to
Super Bowl hopes than it
used to and quarterback
play matters less, two un-
der-the-radar teams can feel
hopeful. The Kansas City
Chiefs need to improve their
pass rush, but they have
forced turnovers on 25 per-
cent of opponents’ posses-
sions, second in the league
behind Minnesota, and Alex
Smith is the very definition
of a game manager.

Despite their abysmal
performance Thursday in
New England, the Houston
Texans have allowed 4.8
yards per play (sixth) and 53
points (seventh). Brock Os-
weiler has been shaky, but
last fall he was starting for
the eventual Super Bowl
champions. One contender
to be wary of would be Pitts-
burgh, which has yielded 6.5
yards per play, which ranks
28th.

It would be foolish to dis-
count quarterback play --
the Green Bay Packers take
the field every week with a
chance to win because they
can line up Aaron Rodgers
behind center. But it’s
wrong to assume a team can-
not win without a Rodgers-
like figure. It happened last
season, and so far this year,
the NFL’s best teams have
won with tremendous de-
fense and unheralded quar-
terbacks.

NFL teams turning to defense in quest to reach Super Bowl

Top-five foes lead UMhockey TV schedule
BY LARRY MAHONEY
BDN STAFF

Three teams picked
among the top five in the
country in Monday’s United
States College Hockey On-
line preseason poll are in-
cluded on the University of
Maine’s television schedule
this season.

There will be seven games
televised on WVII ABC 7 and
WFVX Fox 22 in Bangor,
WPME Channel 35 in Portland
and on Fox College Sports.

The list of games includes
the Oct. 14 game against No. 2
Quinnipiac, the Nov. 5 contest
against No. 5 Boston College
and the Jan. 21 game against
No. 4 Boston University.

The other games will be
against New Hampshire on
Dec. 3, American Interna-
tional College on Dec. 10, the
University of Massachusetts
on Jan. 27 and defending
Hockey East tournament
champion Northeastern
University on Feb. 24.

UMaine will also have
one game televised on the
New England Sports Net-
work, the Feb. 3 game at
Providence College.

Northeastern was chosen
No. 15 in the USCHO poll,
which consists of 50 voters
including coaches, beat

writers and sports profes-
sionals.

All games start at 7:30
p.m. with the exception of
the AIC game, which has a
5:30 faceoff.

Quinnipiac was the NCAA
runner-up a year ago, losing
to North Dakota 5-1. The Bob-
cats went 32-4-7 including a
4-0 home win and a come-
from-behind 3-3 tie in Orono
against the Black Bears.

Quinnipiac was picked to
win the ECAC champion-
ship in both the coaches’
and media preseason polls.
Boston College was 28-8-5 in
2015-16 and lost to Quinnipi-
ac 3-2 in the Frozen Four
semifinals in Tampa and
Boston University went 21-
13-5, losing to Denver 7-2 in
the first round of the NCAA
tournament.

Northeastern, 22-14-5, also
went to the NCAA tourna-
ment and lost in the first
round to North Dakota 6-2.

New Hampshire finished
11-20-6, UMass was 8-24-4 and
AIC wound up 7-29-3.

Dan Hannigan will again
handle the play-by-play and
Mike Tuell returns as the
color analyst.

In a news release, WVII/
WFVX general manager Mike
Palmer said, “Every year I
am so very proud to announce

the broadcast schedule of
games, my heart grows three
sizes larger. It’s a very happy
time for me, and I couldn’t
ask for better partners than
our friends at the University
of Maine and Learfield.”

Black Bear Sports Proper-
ties is a property of Learfield,
which manages the multi-
media rights for more than
120 colleges.

“WPME is very excited to
be the only television sta-
tion in southern Maine to
broadcast the UMaine hock-

ey and football games and
we are wishing the Black
Bears luck this season,”
WPME general manager
Jennifer Swain added.

The first of three WVII
ABC 7/Fox College Sports
Black Bear football games
will be broadcast at 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, when UMaine en-
tertains Bryant University.

The other games will be
the Oct. 15 game against Al-
bany and the Nov. 5 game
against Villanova. Both
games start at noon.

BDN FILE

University of Maine goalie Matt Morris (right) makes a
save on Princeton University’s Eric Robinson at Alfond
Arena in Orono last season.

Pats ink
veteran
Hughes
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

The New England Patri-
ots signed veteran defensive
end John Hughes III on
Tuesday.

Hughes played in the
Cleveland
B r o w n s ’
s e a s o n
opener ver-
sus Baltimore before being
released on Sept. 20.

The 28-year-old recorded
109 tackles, 5.5 sacks and
one forced fumble in his
first four seasons since
being selected by the Browns
as a third-round pick in the
2012 draft.

Also on Tuesday, the Pa-
triots signed wide receiver
Da’Ron Brown to the prac-
tice squad. The 25-year-old
was a selected by Kansas
City in the seventh-round of
the 2015 draft and spent last
season on the Chiefs’ prac-
tice squad before being re-
leased on Sept. 3.

Redskins placeHall on
injured reserve

The Washington Red-
skins officially placed safety
DeAngelo Hall and center
Kory Lichtensteiger on in-
jured reserve, and signed
veteran center John Sulli-
van.

The team also signed of-
fensive lineman Vinston
Painter to the active roster,
added cornerback Tye Smith
to the practice squad and
released linebacker Amarlo
Herrera from the practice
squad.

Hall was lost to a season-
ending torn ACL suffered
against the New York Gi-
ants on Sunday, while Lich-
tensteiger has a calf strain.

Bears’ Fuller sidelined
Cornerback Kyle Fuller

missed the first three games
of the season and the prog-
nosis for his return is not
promising, which led the
Chicago Bears to place him
on injured reserve.

Fuller, a first-round pick
in 2014 with a history of in-
juries, had arthroscopic
knee surgery and was limit-
ed most of the summer.
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