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Roethlisberger out, Vick on the hot seat
THE SPORTS XCHANGE

PITTSBURGH — Quarter-
back Mike Vick, signed by
the Steelers on Aug. 25, will
now take the controls of
what was supposed to be one
of the NFL’s most dynamic
o f f e n s e s
and try to
keep things
h u m m i n g
until Ben Roethlisberger re-
turns from his left knee in-
jury.

Roethlisberger will miss
4-6 weeks with a sprained
MCL and bone bruise that
occurred in the third quar-
ter of Sunday’s game in St.
Louis when he was hit low
on his leg. Vick went into
the game with the Steelers
ahead 9-3 and helped pre-
serve a 12-6 victory but he
looked somewhat shaky. He
fumbled, but teammate
Le’Veon Bell recovered for
an eight-yard loss deep in
Steelers territory and one of
his passes was dropped by a
defensive back.

He won’t have much time
to prepare for his first start
with Pittsburgh either be-
cause the Steelers play Balti-
more Thursday night at
Heinz Field.

“He’s a leader and he’s
been doing it for a long
time,” said All-Pro receiver
Antonio Brown, had built
up a strong rapport with Ro-
ethlisberger the past few
years. “It’s not only about
him. We’ve got to be able to
help him, catching passes,
got to be able to run the ball,
protect the ball and help him
out.”

The Steelers signed Vick
when veter-
an backup
Bruce Grad-
kowski went
on injured
reserve with
hand and
shoulder in-
juries. Pitts-
burgh also
had Landry
Jones on the roster. They
drafted Jones in the fourth
round in 2013 but he has not
been active for a game yet as
their third-team quarter-
back.

“You know, you have to
go out there and prove that
you belong every day in this
league,” Vick said. “It’s a
constant battle to be consis-
tent and stack up perfor-
mances and I understand
that. I just wanted to go out

there and help this football
team today and just get out
of this stadium. You know
that’s a really good St. Louis
football team.”

And now an offense that
was supposed to carry a
young, developing, transition-
ing defense may have to rely
on that defense to carry it.

Steelers coach Mike Tom-
linson did not take issue
with the hit by Rams safety
Mark Barron that resulted
in Roethlisberger’s injury,
although some of the media
reported that such a hit is
illegal.

Saints’ Brees optimistic
he’ll return

New Orleans Saints quar-
terback Drew Brees, who
missed Sunday’s game with
a bruised rotator cuff in his
throwing shoulder, said he
is optimistic he will play in
Week 4 against the Dallas
Cowboys.

Head coach Sean Payton
said Monday the Saints are
encouraged by daily prog-
ress made by Brees.

“The one thing that’s cer-
tain is the day-to-day prog-
ress that he’s made,” Payton
said. “So I would say opti-
mistic (for Week 4). We’ll

just pay attention to his
symptoms and his strength.
I don’t know that there’s
more clarity. The thing
that’s positive is the prog-
ress daily.”

Sunday’s 27-22 loss
against the Carolina Pan-
thers was the first time in
Brees’ 15-year NFL career
that he had missed a game
due to injury.

“I’m day-to-day. Obvious-
ly I plan to and expect to
start on Sunday,” Brees said
Sunday in his weekly post-
game interview with Cox
Sports Television. “But if I
don’t, we’re in good hands
with Luke.”

Backup quarterback Luke
McCown, starting in place of
Brees, completed 31 of 38
passes for 310 yards, with an
interception, but it wasn’t
enough to save the Saints
(0-3) from falling three
games behind the division-
leading Panthers and Atlan-
ta Falcons in the NFC South.

Brees was impressed with
McCown’s performance.

“I thought he played
great,” Brees told WWL
Radio. “I was calling the
play with him in the huddle
in my mind. I was executing
by trying to see it through

his eyes from the sideline.
He threw it to the right place
every time. He did not make
a bad decision in this game.”

Brees, 36, had never
missed a regular-season
game due to injury in his 10
years with the Saints, which
began after he recovered
from major shoulder sur-
gery in 2006.

“It was extremely diffi-
cult. I couldn’t sit still,” said
Brees, who wore an earpiece
on the sideline to communi-
cate with coaches.

Giants’ Cruz convinced
hewill play Sunday

EAST RUTHERFORD,
New Jersey — New York Gi-
ants cornerbacks Prince
Amukamara and Domi-
nique Rodgers-Cromartie
and defensive tackle Cullen
Jenkins playfully ap-
proached a somewhat unfa-
miliar face that was part of
the team warmups in Mon-
day’s walk-through practice
to make the acquaintance of
the stranger.

The so-called stranger
was receiver Victor Cruz.
After missing the first three
games of the season while
battling back from a calf in-
jury, Cruz was out there

with his teammates for the
warmups for the first time
in almost six weeks.

Although Cruz wasn’t
scheduled to actually practice
with the team — he worked
with a trainer on the side run-
ning some routes and catch-
ing some passes thrown by
team assistant David Tyree
— the affable receiver re-
mains extremely encouraged
about his long anticipated re-
turn to the field.

If that return does indeed
happen Sunday, it will be
Cruz’s first regular-season
game action in almost a
year. He initially suffered a
season-ending torn patellar
in his knee and then more
recently developed a calf ail-
ment in his other leg that
has kept him out of action.

“I’m convinced I’m play-
ing Sunday,” Cruz said.
“The calf felt great. I ran a
couple routes. I ran on the
side with (trainer) Byron
(Hansen), I ran about 20
routes just to kind of get
myself used to running
routes again, get my body
used to running them again,
seeing how the calf felt run-
ning routes. It felt good —
there were no setbacks (and)
everything felt fluid.”
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“A lot of us are 94s [born in
1994] and that maturity
helps,” said 21-year-old fresh-
man forward Danny Perez,
who stands 6-4. “We’re here
for school and hockey, not to
mess around. We know what
we’re here for and what we
want to do. And we want to
contribute right off the bat.”

“We have a lot of big guys
who like to take the body.
That will make us a hard team
to play against,” 6-foot-6, 225-
pound defenseman Stephen
Cochrane said.

Freshman forward Bren-
dan Robbins said playing a
couple extra years of juniors
helped his body mature,
which may lead to earlier suc-
cess in the tough Hockey East
than a player would experi-
ence coming right out of high
school.

Freshman forward Dane
Gibson is hopeful his class-
mates will step into big roles
right away.

“There will be a little bit of
pressure on us but I think
we’ll rise above it and be good
this year,” he said.

Gibson will be one of the
freshmen expected to have an
immediate impact.

He was the third-leading

scorer in the prestigious Brit-
ish Columbia Junior Hockey
League with the Victoria
Grizzlies last season as he
notched 89 points in 56 games
including a league-high 57 as-
sists.

Maine had just five players
with nine or more goals dur-
ing its 14-22-3 season a year
ago and three have departed.

Gendron will look for his
veterans to elevate their point
production as they take more
prominent roles, but the
freshmen will have to pro-
duce more than the 23 goals
registered by last year’s new-
comers.

“[Gendron] recruited us for
a reason. Hopefully, whatever
he recruited you for, you do
your job and, hopefully, we
can have a good season,” Rob-
bins said.

“There will be a little bit of
pressure because we’re repre-
senting the University of
Maine and there is a long his-
tory and tradition here,”
Perez said. “And we want to
bring that back. So there is
that pressure but we’ll feed off
that. We want to contribute
right away. We’re all really
competitive and we’re a hard-
working group. We’ll help out
this team in any way we can.”

Defenseman Keith Muehl-
bauer knows the team will
need at least a couple of the
freshman defensemen to fac-
tor into the lineup right away.

Cochrane, Muehlbauer,
Rob Michel and Sam Becker
will be vying for playing time
along the blue line and it will
be important for them to ma-
ture rapidly.

Becker, Michel and Becker
have offensive potential while
Cochrane should supply a
gritty, hard-nosed component
that will be welcomed in
Orono.

The 6-foot-2 Michel was the
Defenseman of the Year in the
Central Canada Hockey
League a year ago as he
amassed 53 points (16 goals, 37
assists) in 57 games. Becker
had eight goals and 40 assists
in 55 games for the Minnesota
Magicians of the North Amer-
ican Hockey League and
Muehlbauer had 18 goals and
40 assists in 75 career games
for Eastview High School in
Minnesota. Cochrane had two
goals and 13 assists in 49
games for the Bay State
Breakers in Massachusetts.

It would be nice if they
could chip in offensively but it
is more important for them to
make smart decisions with
and without the puck and get
the puck out of their own end
as quickly as possible.

In addition to Gibson, Perez
and Robbins, Justin Rai is the
other incoming forward.

The shifty Rai, like Gibson,
had an impressive run in the
British Columbia Junior
Hockey League with 36 goals

and 41 assists in 76 games for
the Prince George Spruce
Kings over the past two sea-
sons. He had 31 points in 25
games last season before con-
cussion-like symptoms ended
his season prematurely.

Perez was a two-time East-
ern Hockey League all-star
and had 48 goals and 41 assists
in 86 games over the last two
seasons for Wilkes Barre/
Scranton. Robbins had 18
goals and 26 assists in 50
games for the Islanders Hock-
ey Club in the United States
Premier Hockey League.

In addition to providing
some offense, the freshman
forwards could help out in
other ways like supplying en-
ergy, physicality and defen-
sive integrity.

Gendron likes the class.
“They are very mature and

very focused,” Gendron said.
“They each bring different el-
ements to the table.

“They are, by and large, an
older group and they have the
amount of maturity that
comes with the combination
of how they were developed
by their families and the expe-
riences they’ve had with
other coaches in other pro-
grams. We have high hopes
for these people.”

Maine opens against Mich-
igan State in the Ice Breaker
Tourney at 8 p.m. Oct. 9 at the
Cross Insurance Arena in
Portland.

in the first two contests,
Wright leads the CAA with
6.7 receptions and 91.3 re-
ceiving yards per game —
half of UMaine’s average
p a s s i n g
yardage.

W r i g h t
d e d i c a t e d
himself and
worked his
way back
into the line-
up.

“It was a
long road,
but just training my shoul-
der to get back to football
strength and stuff like that,”
he explained. “Obviously
weight room, speed, work-
ing on my all-around game
the whole offseason and the
season last year.”

Wright applied for and re-

ceived a medical redshirt
from the NCAA, which
means he has four years of
eligibility remaining, count-
ing this season.

“He was a kid on the rise
as a first-year player and at
that position that’s diffi-
cult,” Cosgrove said.

“He’s a very competitive
kid in practice, one-on-one
situations and such.”

Saturday might also have
been a breakout game for
UMaine wide receiver Jared
Osumah, but penalties
wiped out two scoring plays.

The sophomore had a
leaping, 19-yard scoring
catch negated by a hold in
the first half, then had a
6-yard TD reception wiped
out by an illegal shift in the
fourth.

“He made two great catch-
es and we’re doing some-
thing dumb,” said Cosgrove,
who was irritated by
UMaine’s penalty woes (14
for 118 yards).
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“I was upset. I was ap-
palled,” Williams said of
when he saw the footage Sun-
day night. “It has been a very
difficult 24 hours for the or-
ganization. We have to get
past that. We
have to fix it.
We have to
move for-
ward.”

Williams
said he spoke
briefly with
Harper be-
fore the Mon-
day game
but had not spoken with Pa-
pelbon.

Williams was asked why
Harper was suspended.

“He played a part in it,”
Williams said. “Because of
the incident in the dugout.
He said something to Jona-
than. He played a part in the
incident. This has been a
very disappointing season.
Everyone understands
that.”

Washington won the NL
East title last year but was
knocked out of the playoffs
by the San Francisco Gi-
ants. Many picked the Na-

tionals to make the World
Series this year but the team
is 79-76 with seven games
left.

Papelbon was acquired in
a trade from the Philadel-
phia Phillies in late July as
the Washington bullpen
struggled. He took over the
closer role from Drew Storen,
a fan favorite who was
moved to the setup role.
Storen struggled in that role
and after a loss against the
Mets in early September, he
hurt his hand in frustration
and is out for the year.

The Nationals hold con-
trol over the contract of Pa-
pelbon for 2016.

“It is not the way we want
to play our games,” Williams
said of the closer’s future
with the club. “We have to
get past this.”

Harper is hitting .336 with
41 homers and 96 RBIs. Pa-
pelbon is 2-2, with a 3.04 ERA
and seven saves since com-
ing to Washington.

Harper took exception
when Papelbon drilled Mach-
ado, another young star.
Harper called the actions by
Papelbon “tired” and felt he
might get hit by a pitch by
the Orioles on Thursday,
though that never happened.

Instead Harper got hit
Sunday — by his own team-
mate.

Papelbon
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host cities can hand pick
sports they want included at
the Games, joining the exist-
ing 28 core sports.

The final decision rests
with the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC), which
will vote on the 2020 recom-
mendations next August.

Bowling, squash and
wushu had also been short-
listed for inclusion in Tokyo
but were left off the final rec-
ommended list, leaving their

supporters devastated.
As part of sweeping re-

forms initiated by IOC presi-
dent Thomas Bach last year,
future Olympic hosts are now
being offered the chance to
bring in sports that are trendy
in their countries, partly to
boost ratings as well as at-
tracting greater sponsorship.

Organizers wanted sports
that are already well estab-
lished in Japan, so new ven-
ues would not need to be built
and add to ballooning costs,
and popular with youth.

Baseball and softball, unit-
ed under the World Baseball
Softball Confederation
(WBSC), were widely expect-

ed to be on the list of recom-
mended sports.

Both were previously on
the Olympic program but
were dropped after Asia last
hosted the Summer Games, in
Beijing in 2008.

Under the recommenda-
tions each sport would be con-
tested by six teams, with half
the contestants assured of get-
ting medals.

“Tokyo 2020’s decision to pro-
pose our sport is a ‘home run’
and giant leap forward for base-
ball and softball,” said WBSC
President Riccardo Fraccari.

Karate has never been con-
tested at the Olympics but
was another strong favourite.

Judo, another martial art
founded in Japan, first joined
in 1964, when Tokyo last host-
ed the Summer Games, and
has been included on every
program since 1972.

Organizers recommended a
total of eight medal events in
karate, themostamongthenew
recommended sports, with two
in kata and six in kumite, even-
ly split along gender lines.

Officials also proposed four
events for skateboarding, two
each for park and street, and
suggested two medals each for
shortboard surfing and climb-
ing, combining the three
main disciplines of boulder-
ing, lead and speed.

Olympics
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will move to looking after
his team and its sponsors
instead of graduating to the
broadcast booth.

This will be a far cry from
the exit of Foyt, one of Stew-
art’s boyhood heroes. Foyt, a
four-time Indy 500 winner,
announced his retirement
from driving after a poor
qualifying performance at
Indy. Alas, such off-the-cuff
decisions do not fare well
when it comes to the modern
era’s demands from spon-
sors and the need by team
owners to keep cash flows
flowing.

The news broke on a dif-
ficult day for Stewart-Haas
racing. Defending Sprint
Cup champion Kevin Har-
vick and his team directed
by crew chief Rodney

Childers apparently threw
away a much needed victory
at the New Hampshire
Motor Speedway on Sunday
by running out of fuel while
leading within two laps of
the checked flag.

The result means Harvick
must win at Dover Interna-
tional Speedway next week
to advance out of the Chal-
lenger round of this year’s
Chase.

There wasn’t much doubt
Harvick had the fastest car
in New Hampshire. His
Chevy led six times for 216
of the 300 laps. Crew chief
Childers said he didn’t have
much doubt that Harvick
could stretch his fuel to the
finish and to the limit of an
88-lap fuel window on the
one-mile oval. But some-
thing went very wrong, leav-
ing Childers scratching his
head and Harvick refusing
to discuss his day with the
media.

Stewart
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UFC sues NewYork state over ban
BY JOSEPH AX
REUTERS

NEW YORK — The lead-
ing mixed martial arts pro-
motion company on Monday
filed a federal lawsuit chal-
lenging New
York State’s
law banning its
events, the lat-
est effort in a
longstanding battle to bring
the combat sport to the state.

In a complaint filed in
Manhattan federal court,
Zuffa LLC , which owns
the Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC), said
the law “is so badly writ-
ten that neither ordinary
persons nor state officials

are able to say with any
certainty what it permits
and what it prohibits” and
is therefore unconstitu-
tionally vague.

New York is the only
state that does not sanc-
tion mixed martial arts,
which has exploded in pop-
ularity in recent years. In
49 other states, the sport is
legal and regulated by ath-
letic commissions.

The office of New York
State Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman, which
will litigate the case, de-
clined to comment.

Mixed martial arts in-
volves bouts between
fighters who use a variety
of combat styles, including

kickboxing, judo, wres-
tling, boxing and karate.

The state legislature
passed a ban on “combat-
ive sport” in 1997, at a time
when mixed martial arts
was still in its relative in-
fancy. Matches were ad-
vertised as “no holds
barred,” and promoters
boasted that the fights had
“no rules.”

Since then, however, the
sport has undergone major
changes, including rules
that protect fighters by
prohibiting dangerous
moves, the lawsuit said.

Earlier this year, the
legislature failed to take
up a proposed bill that
would legalize the sport.

Monday’s lawsuit comes
six months after U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Kimba Wood in
New York dismissed a sim-
ilar 2011 complaint, find-
ing the UFC did not have
proper standing to sue be-
cause it could not show a
specific injury.

In Monday’s lawsuit, the
UFC said it had signed a
contract to hold an event
at Madison Square Garden
in Manhattan and that the
ban was costing it millions
of dollars in revenue.

The UFC produces more
than 40 live events every
year that are broadcast to
more than 129 countries
and territories, according
to its website.
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