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room couch at his home.
“They’re going to game

plan specific for the quarter-
back, so we understand that
and we’ll be prepared,”
Ryan said. “It might take a
little more time than nor-
mally what it would, but I’d
rather do that than face Tom
Brady, so I’m OK with it.”

The Bills know who their
quarterback is going to be,
and if they are going to pull
off the upset, Tyrod Taylor
has to be more effective than
he has been the first three
weeks of the season.

Last week in the win over
Arizona, Taylor passed for
only 119 yards, and the Bills
have to get more from their
passing game, especially
against an opponent like
New England.

One thing Belichick spe-
cializes in is taking away a
team’s primary strength,
and there’s no doubt that
with wide receiver Sammy
Watkins possibly out again,
the Bills will have to rely on
LeSean McCoy and their
running game.

If the Patriots shut that
down, Taylor has to have a
big game.

“Our passing attack, we
haven’t had a whole lot of
success,” Ryan said.
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Last week against the
Houston Texans, McDaniels
took some of the pressure off
Brissett by calling an option
(13 yards) and a bootleg (a
27-yard touchdown run) for
the rookie. The Patriots also
called three handoffs to
Edelman and a tight end re-
verse by Martellus Bennett.

The Bills lost to the Balti-
more Ravens and New York
Jets before, with new offen-
sive coordinator Anthony
Lynn, surprising the Cardi-
nals 33-18.

“I think the Arizona game
really highlights how good
they are, how tough it’s
going to be and how much
work we have ahead of us,”
said Belichick.

Ryan and his defensive
coordinator brother, Rob,
changed up their defense,
bringing more pressure on
Carson Palmer than they
had brought on Ryan Fitz-
patrick the previous game.
It worked well — and you
have to think they’ll bring it
again this week.

The Patriots have won 28
of the last 32 games against
the Bills and are 72-21
against other AFC East
teams in the regular season
since 2001. Buffalo has won
only once at Gillette Stadi-
um, and that was the final
game of the 2014 regular sea-
son, with the Patriots rest-
ing players for the playoffs.

LeGarrette Blount has
been dynamic running the
ball for the Patriots, who
have also had to survive
with a rebuilt offensive line.
On the other side of the ball,
they’ve been without Chan-
dler Jones (traded), Rob
Ninkovich (suspended, one
more game) and Dont’a
Hightower (knee). Hightow-
er was listed as having lim-
ited participation Wednes-
day.

Blount has run for 298
yards and four touchdowns
(at least one in each game),
turning in the team’s first
back-to-back 100-yard games
since 2012.

The Patriots, lit up for al-
most 400 yards over the last
three quarters by Ryan Tan-
nehill, was near perfect
against Houston, and the
special teams produced two
fumbles that led to touch-
downs.

New England has seven
takeaways in the last two
games.

Buffalo quarterback
Tyrod Taylor, dangerous
with his legs, is 47 of 77 for
527 yards, three touchdowns
and two interceptions but
also ripped off a 49-yard run
and another for 20 and a
touchdown last week. LeSe-
an McCoy has run for 227
yards and three touch-
downs.

Wide receiver Sammy
Watkins, who missed the
Arizona game with a foot
injury, was still not back at
practice Wednesday. But the
Bills might get massive left
tackle Cordy Glenn back. He
was limited Wednesday.

Johnson on practice squad
The New England Patri-

ots signed defensive line-
man Anthony Johnson to
their practice squad on
Wednesday.

Johnson, 23, was released
by the Patriots on Monday.
He originally entered the
NFL as a rookie free agent
with the Miami Dolphins on
May 12, 2014.

The 6-foot-2, 295-pound
Johnson out of LSU made
the Dolphins’ 53-man roster
as a rookie and played in
seven games, recording two
tackles and recovering one
fumble. He was released by
Miami at the end of training
camp in 2015 and signed by
the Washington Redskins’
practice squad in Novem-
ber. Johnson was released
by Washington on May 2.

Johnson was signed by
the Patriots on May 9 and
played in two games in 2016
with the Patriots, accumu-
lating five total tackles and
one quarterback hit.
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eligibility for the Hall of
Fame.

“It is not part of my au-
thority of responsibility
here to make any determi-
nation concerning Mr.
Rose’s eligibility as a candi-
date for election to the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of
Fame,” Manfred said in his
decision on Dec. 14. “In fact,
in my view, the consider-
ations that should drive a
decision on whether an indi-
vidual should be allowed to
work in Baseball are not the
same as those that should
drive a decision on Hall of
Fame eligibility.”

For almost 15 years after
being banned, Rose denied
he bet on baseball, but in
2004 he admitted that he did
so only when managing the
Cincinnati Reds.

Rose amassed a record
4,256 hits during his 24-year
playing career. He was a ca-
reer .303 hitter who won
three World Series rings.

Rose passed Ty Cobb as
career hits leader with 4,192
on Sept. 11, 1985. Rose played
for the Reds from 1963 to
1978 and 1984 to 1986, acting
as both a player and a man-
ager from 1984 to 1986 and
continuing as just a manag-
er until 1989. Rose’s No. 14
was retired by the Reds in
June after being inducted
into the franchise’s Hall of
Fame.
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game against the San Diego
Chargers.

However, ESPN’s Ed
Werder reported Wednes-
day that sources in Houston
called a comeback this sea-
son “a longshot.” Werder
also reported Watt is seek-
ing a second opinion but the
injury is the same disk that
required surgery on July 22.

The Texans agreed to a
deal with defensive end An-
tonio Smith on Wednesday.
Smith has played for the
Texans and is familiar with
defensive coordinator
Romeo Crennel’s scheme.

Watt, 27, managed only

eight tackles and 1.5 sacks
through three weeks this
season. It was a significant
drop-off from last season,
when he recorded 17.5 sacks
and three forced fumbles en
route to his third Defensive
Player of the Year honor. He
also captured the award in
2012 and 2014, finishing with
20.5 sacks and four forced
fumbles each year.

Watt, Houston’s 2011
first-round pick (11th over-
all) out of Wisconsin, has 76
sacks, 15 forced fumbles
and one interception in 83
games, all starts. He has
never missed a regular-sea-
son game.

Watt’s rate of 0.92 sacks
per game is higher than any
other player since the stat
was first established in 1982.
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McPhee, who lives in Dix-
field.

Woodbrey, who died in
2009 at age 54, got his intro-
duction to the game as a
youth growing up in Gor-
ham, and played four years
of high school soccer for the
Rams before going to UM.

A two-time All-New Eng-
land selection, Woodbrey
was the only player in the
history of UMaine’s men’s
soccer program to garner
All-Yankee Conference hon-
ors on two occasions.

Woodbrey led the Black
Bears in scoring during
three of his four seasons, and
he is also in Gorham High’s
Athletic Hall of Fame.

He also played basketball
and baseball in high school,
and the Rams garnered a
pair of state championships
in 1970 and 1971.

Woodbrey’s family has
quite a history at UMaine.
His father, Ed Woodbrey,
and uncles Vic and Hank, all

played baseball at the
school. His uncles played
basketball, too.

The University honored
the Woodbrey family with
the UMaine Alumni Associ-
ation Fogler Legacy Award
last year.

“His father would be so
proud of him,” said Helen
Woodbrey, who also noted
her son would be very happy
with the honor of being in-
ducted into UMaine’s Sports
Hall of Fame.

Helen also said that even
though the family lived two
hours from campus in Gor-
ham, they attended as many
of Ted’s games as they could.

In 2009, UMaine suspend-
ed its men’s soccer program,
along with its women’s vol-
leyball program, as part of
an effort to cut the school’s
budget by nearly $9 million.

Tickets to Friday’s hall
ceremony are on sale now
and are $50 per person, $25
for children 10 and under.
The evening starts with a
cocktail hour at 6 p.m, fol-
lowed by dinner at 7 p.m.

Tickets can be ordered on-
line. Names will be placed
on a guest list at the door.
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Point guard joins UMmen’s team
BY RYAN MCLAUGHLIN
BDN STAFF

ORONO — The Universi-
ty of Maine men’s basketball
p r o g r a m
has added a
junior col-
lege trans-
fer to its backcourt corps.

Jaquan McKennon, who
comes to Orono from Bro-
ward College in Florida, will
join coach Bob Walsh’s club
this season.

The 5-foot-10 McKennon is
a sophomore who will have
three years of eligibility
with the Black Bears.

McKennon averaged 12.0
points per game in 27 games, 15
of which he started, last season
for Broward, which competes
in the National Junior College
Athletic Association.

In helping lead Broward
to a 19-13 record, McKennon
shot 42.5 percent from the
floor and 39.3 percent from
3-point range.

“Jaquan is a natural point
guard and a true floor gen-
eral. He sees the floor very
well and is an excellent pass-
er with the ability to make
his teammates better, and

he can knock down open
shots to keep the defense
honest,” Walsh said in a
news release. “He’s really
excited to be a Black Bear,
and we’re excited to have
him with us.”

McKennon, who hails
from Queens, New York, has
been on campus since Au-
gust taking classes.

UMaine plays an Oct. 29
exhibition game against
Husson University at the
Cross Insurance Center in
Bangor.

Walsh joins hall of fame
Walsh, going into his

third season on the Black
Bears bench, will be induct-
ed into the Rhode Island Col-
lege Athletics Hall of Fame
on Saturday.

Walsh, who coached at
the Division III institution
for nine seasons, compiled a
record of 204-63. The .764
winning percentage ranks
as the best in school history,
and he ranks second in ca-
reer victories.

“It’s such a tremendous
honor to be inducted into the
Rhode Island College Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame,” Walsh said

in a news release. “I was sur-
rounded by hall of fame play-
ers and some of the toughest
kids you’ll ever meet, and we
had terrific administrative
leadership. The relation-
ships we developed there will
last forever.”

Under Walsh’s guidance,
the Anchormen made the
NCAA tournament eight con-
secutive times, appearing in
the Sweet 16 three times and
the Elite Eight once.

RIC also won six confer-
ence championships and
five regular-season titles in
Walsh’s time at the school.
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Team Europe golfer Danny Willett walks to the 18th tee during a practice round for the
Ryder Cup at Hazeltine National Golf Club in Chaska, Minnesota, on Wednesday.

Ryder Cupmay swing toUS
BY PATRICK REUSSE
STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS)

Minneapolis-St. Paul was in its early
years as a major league area when it had a
chance to host the best baseball team ever
assembled. That
would be the Na-
tional League col-
lection that came to Met Stadium for the
1965 All-Star Game.

Juan Marichal started, Bob Gibson fin-
ished, and Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale
pitched in between. Hall of Famers Roberto
Clemente, Frank Robinson and Billy Wil-
liams were reserve outfielders. The Ameri-
can League fought its way to a one-run loss
(6-5), which was an upset in itself.

We are more than two generations later
in our major league status and we have got-
ten used to this big-league stuff, including
the occasional important golf events at Ha-
zeltine National.

There was the initial disaster of the 1970
U.S. Open, when Hazeltine was an imma-
ture and unappealing course that had no
business hosting such an important event.
It was reconfigured and trees grew, and the
1983 Senior Open cleared the way to host a
very successful 1991 U.S. Open, and 25 years
and two PGA Championships later, it’s the
Ryder Cup.

Golf isn’t a team sport by nature and this
doesn’t compare as a declaration of great-
ness with the 1965 National Leaguers, but
the opinion here is that this area is about to
host the best golf team ever assembled.

The talent the United States is bringing to
this 12-player, 28-match competition is as-
tounding. The depth is such that the Yanks
can have Bubba Watson, the No. 7-ranked
player in the world, and Tiger Woods, the
greatest golfer to ever swing a club, riding
around in carts, and captain Davis Love III
still could say in a radio interview:

“We’re a great golf team. This is maybe
the best golf team ever assembled, if we just
go and play our game.”

This comment received considerable at-
tention, including with the Europeans, win-
ners of the past three Ryder Cups.

Love tried to offer a disclaimer in his
daily media session on Tuesday, saying the
best ever was something he planned to mo-
tivate his players, and not intended to dis-
credit the Euros or other Ryder Cup teams.

You were right the first time. This is

maybe the best golf team ever assembled,
and I’m not sure there’s any “maybe” about
it. If the Yanks go and play their game, the
U.S. is going to win.

There’s only one way the Yanks are going
to lose this time to Europe, and that’s if they
choke remarkably as they did at Oak Hill in
1995 and at Medinah in 2012, or less dra-
matically as they did at Muirfield Village in
1987 and at the Belfry in 1989.

American athletes and sports fans have
had this incessant desire to put themselves
in some type of underdog role ever since
that night in Lake Placid, N.Y. in 1980, when
Jim Craig’s hot goaltending carried the U.S.
to a hockey upset of the Soviet Union.

There will be endless chants of that from
the largest share of the 40,000 spectators at
Hazeltine this weekend. Fair enough, but
there would be much less glory in winning
with this lineup than there would be hu-
miliation in handing possession of the
Ryder Cup to Europe for a 4th straight bien-
nium.

The bottom half of the roster for Europe is
Chris Wood, Andy Sullivan, Mathew Fitzpat-
rick, Thomas Pieters and two players added
for experience more than recent play, Martin
Kaymer and 43-year-old Lee Westwood.

The bottom half of the roster for the
United States is Brooks Koepka, Brandt
Snedeker, Zach Johnson, J.B. Holmes, Rick-
ie Fowler and Ryan Moore. The top of the
U.S. team is ultra-talented Dustin Johnson,
a still-vibrant Phil Mickelson, the splendid
Jordan Spieth, the cutthroat Patrick Reed,
the late-arriving star Jimmy Walker, and
the reliable Matt Kuchar.

Europe’s captain is Darren Clarke, the
slimmed-down Irishman.

Clarke might be able to get his team
through the 16 pairs matches the first two
days with heavy use of Rory McIlroy, Danny
Willett, Justin Rose, Sergio Garcia, sore-
kneed Henrik Stenson and the unheralded
Rafael Cabrera-Bello.

When it gets to the singles on Sunday and
the Yanks’ depth, Clarke will need the same
intervention of fate as when he won the
British Open out of nowhere in 2011. Or not.

Maybe what he’ll actually need is another
compelling U.S. choke. And Love might
have reduced the chance of that to almost
zero with Ryan Moore as his last selection. I
would take that guy rolling for me any time,
any stakes.

What a golf team, these Yanks. Best ever.
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